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INTRODUCTION
To God be the glory, Great things He has done, He has been our help in ages past,
our hope for today and years ahead (A & M 165). We thank God for His grace and
calling upon us as Bishop of this Diocese and the President of our Anglican Christian
Fathers’ Fellowship (ACFF). May His name be praised in Jesus name. Amen.

WELCOME AND APPRECIATION
I sincerely welcome all of you to this 11th Diocesan (my maiden) Anglican Christian
Fathers’ Fellowship of our great and metropolitan Diocese of Owerri, since my
election on 18th September, 2019, Consecration – 16th November, 2019 and
Enthronement – 19th November, 2019 as the fourth Bishop of the Anglican Diocese
of Owerri. We appreciate you all the good people of our Diocese and friends of our
Diocese from all corners of the world.

I welcome you to this Anglican Christian Fathers’ Conference holding here in St.
Stephen’s Anglican Church, Orji. The Executive of ACFF, Central Planning
Committee of this Conference and the Local Organising Committee (Team) have
worked hard to see to the success of this fathers’ Conference. We salute Engr. Sir
Baldwin Onozie, the Lay Coordinator and the LOC Chairman Sir Herbert Anyadike.
We also thank the Vicar/Admiinstrator, Rev. Canon Uneze Ukaegbu, with other
priests in Orji Area, Rev. Dan. Nzediegwu, Rev. Onyekachi Awujo and all the
faithfuls in the Area. May God continue to expand His Kingdom through you, Amen.

I salute the three Bishops before me – The Rt. Rev. George E. I. Cockin, Most Rev.
Dr. Benjamin C. Nwankiti and Rt. Rev. Cyril C. Okorocha, Ph.D. for their role in the
Kingdom expansion in this Diocese. They have done well and together with their
wives and families. My predecessor, Bishop Cyril, retired on the 12th June, 2018.
We wish him well in his retirement together with his wife.

Special mention must be made to our Venerable Archdeacons, Reverend Canons
and Reverends and other Church workers together with their wives for their solidarity
and support since our election, consecration and enthronement.

GOVERNORSHIP ELECTION:
As a Diocese and particularly as fathers, we want to congratulate one of us, a father
of this Diocese on his election and victory as the Governor of Imo State, Rt. Hon.
Emeka Ihedioha, CON, KSC. Also, we congratulate all Anglican faithfuls who won
elections in this just concluded National elections and for those who were appointed
into different positions to serve the State and at Federal levels. Our prayer is that
God will use them greatly to His glory. Amen.
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THE HISTORY OF ST. STEPHENS ANGLICAN CHURCH ORJI

INTRODUCTION:

The history of St. Stephen’s Church Orji which started in the eighties can rightly be said to
have started in 1908 at Umudee Orji with the name Emmanuel CMS Church Orji. Due to
bad weather condition, the church was forced to go on self-exile to Ihita Oha in 1933
maintaining its original name Emmanuel CMS Church Ihita Oha. The church came back to
Umudee Orji in 1985 in the name St. Stephen’s Anglican Church Orji.

The history shall here be presented in two parts viz: (1) The Advent of CMS in Orji. (2) The
Success Story of St. Stephens Church Orji

This is so for better understanding and appreciation of the contribution to Christianity in the
Orji community by what is now known as Church Of Nigeria, Anglican Communion.

1. THE ADVENT OF CMS IN ORJI
Before 1900 Orji and its environ was predominantly a primitive and pagan society. Orji
people worshipped many gods like the amadioha, igbudu and others. The influence of the
long juju of Aro was felt in this part of the country. Kidnapping for ritual and slavery was the
order of the day. The Aro Expedition in 1901 to 1902 opened up the Igbo heartland, giving
it a measure of social security and opening it up for social and religious activities.

In April 1905 Archdeacon Dennis and his Igbo companion catechist Alphonso Chukuwuma
Onyeabo arrived Owerri and was accommodated by Igwe Igbe in his palace. Due to the
colonial administration’s influence that would militate against mission activities Dennis and
his team from Onitsha relocated to Egbu on the 27th of September 1906 and were given a
liberal accommodation by Eze Egbukole of Egbu. These British and Igbo evangelists
having settled down at Egbu took their neighbourhood by storm and the news of their
strange religion spread like wild fire and the local community enthusiastically embraced it.

It was at this time in 1908 that Mr. Daniel Osuji of Umukehi and his relations and friends Mr.
James Anyadike, Mr. Alfred Oriaku and Mr. Thomas Oriaku all of Umukehi Orji visited one
of their sisters at Egbu to help her out with her farm work as was the practice then. While
there at Egbu they attended evangelism and church services and were swept off their feet
by the story of this wonderful man called JESUS, and were converted to Christianity. On
their return to Orji, they were eager to affect anyone that cared to listen, with their new
found religion. In due course they had converts amongst whom were Emmanuel Ewurum,
Gabrial Iheme (father of Chief C.D Iheme), John Olekibe Anozie and many others and
established the CMS church Orji which they sited at Umudee, at the present site of
Methodist Church Orji with Mr. Daniel Osuji as leader and Sunday school teacher.

As the number of converts increased with the help of evangelists from Egbu it became
necessary for the CMS authority at Egbu to post an agent to CMS church at Orji. A
delegation led by Chief Anumudu Diolulu was sent to Egbu for this purpose. They were
asked to make a deposit of nine-pounds which they paid and in 1912 a church agent called
Mr. Megafu was posted to CMS Church Orji. This marked the official inauguration of the
church and was called Emmanuel CMS Church Orji.

The period 1908-1918 saw a phenomenal increase in the number of CMS mission
churches in Owerri zone. As Orji embraced Christianity so other communities in Uratta
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followed. In 1914 a CMS church was founded in Owaelu/Owalla called St Philip CMS
Church.

These two churches Emmanuel CMS Church Orji and St. Philip’s CMS Church
Owaelu/Owalla were growing rapidly and erecting their mud church buildings. In August
1933 there was a heavy and devastating rain storm that swept across the area destroying
properties and churches. As a result the two churches were affected and the leaders of the
two churches got together and dialogued for a way forward. They agreed to merge. A
central location at between Owaelu and Umundula Orji was chosen and the name of the
first church was retained. Hence Emmanuel Church Ihita Oha was born in 1933.

This was the state of affairs until 1985 that witnessed the rebirth of an Anglican church in
its original environment- Umudee.

2. THE SUCCESS STORY OF ST. STEPHENS CHURCH ORJI
Sequel to the end of the civil war and its attendant destruction of life, institutions both
traditional and religious, the need arose for the rebuilding of the destroyed churches and
religious institutions. The Rt. Rev. Benjamin Nwankiti of blessed memory by the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit at the first post war synod at Oguta in 1970, in his presidential address
charged the diocese to embark on massive reconstruction, revival and evangelism to re-
awaken the spirit of the children of God in the worship of God.

With the creation of Imo state there was an influx of stranger elements to Orji, from
different parts of the former East Central State. At this time the Orji indigenes who have
been walking the distance to Emmanuel Church Ihita Oha had started feeling distressed by
the distance to Ihita Oha for spiritual worship. They were also not happy with being side-
lined in the scheme of things at Ihita Oha. The non-indigene Anglican faithful that arrived
Orji were not comfortable walking the distance to Ihita Oha for Christian fellowship. They
joined other churches in Orji. With the above scenario it became necessary for another
Anglican church be planted at Orji.

When the idea of having another church was muted at Emmanuel Church Ihita Oha whose
Resident Priest then was Rev. Temple Odoemena, it did not go down well with the non-Orji
indigenes of the church particularly because there was a new church building project which
was largely being financed by the agitators for another church in Orji. The agitators Chief
C.D Iheme (pastors warden), Mr. Emma Aribe, Mr. S.C Onyenyirionwu, Mrs. Egamasi, Mr.
Joe Okereke incidentally were members of the PCC Emmanuel church Ihita Oha. The
agitators led by Chief C.D Iheme took their case to the then Bishop of Owerri Diocese Rt.
Rev. Dr. B.C Nwankiti. As this was in line with the Bishops declaration he assigned Engr.
Ezikiel Izuogu, a seasoned evangelist who was in charge of the Anglican Mission Team of
the diocese to visit Emmanuel Church Ihita Oha to discuss with their PCC to find ways and
means of establishing another church in Orji. Series of meetings were held with the PCC
and it was agreed that the agitators were free to start another church in Orji. Thanks to
Rev. Temple Odoemena, Mr. Joseph Ugorji and Mr. Joseph Ofoegbu who did not see
anything wrong in having another church in Orji.

Thus in May 1985 the Anglican Mission Team and the Owerri Urban Mission Team led by
Archdeacon Silas Aaron embarked on intensive evangelistic campaign for two months at
Orji Town Primary School. The aggressive evangelistic campaign created a lot of spiritual
awareness. We must not lose sight of the support given to the team by Rev. and Mrs.
Temple Odoemena. Following the successful campaign, the Bishop Rt. Rev. B.C Nwankiti
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in July 1985 gave accent to the establishment of an Anglican Chapel in Orji. Mention must
be made about a woman Mrs. Caroline Chukwunyere who also laboured for this course.

The chapel had no location then. With the joy and enthusiasm with which the people
received the approval of the chapel, the first service was held at the "obi" of chief CD Iheme
and the service was conducted by chief CD Iheme himself because no church teacher was
posted to the chapel.

The congregation at that first service was overwhelming, that the obi did not contain the
people, many were outside, the sun not withstanding and God made name for himself for
not allowing the rain as it was rainy season.

With the success of the first service the leaders of the church approached the authority of
the Orji Town Primary School that gave the use of the main classroom hall. On the 22nd of
July 1985 Christian service started at the school main classroom hall with Chief C.D Iheme
mostly conducting until 1986 when a church teacher was posted and the church moved to
its permanent site. It was Ven. Dr. Augustine Iwuagwu the then Archdeacon of Egbu, by
the instrumentality of the Bishop of Owerri Diocese Rt. Rev. Dr. BC Nwankiti gave the
chapel its name-St. Stephens Ang. Church Orji on the 22nd day of July 1985. Emmanuel
Church Ihitta Oha donated some pews, forms and assisted with the payment of part of the
cost of the land for the growing church. The first PCC meeting of St. Stephens Ang.
Church Orji was held on the 13th day of September 1985 and members included; chief
C.D Iheme, Engr. John Oke (people’s warden), Mr Emma Aribe (treasurer),Mr S.C
Onyenyirionwu (pastor’s warden),Mrs. Victorine Iheme, Mr. Shedrach Chigwaziri, Mrs.
Cecelia Ewurum, Mrs. Julie Oke and Mrs. Ann Aribe.

Mrs. Lizzy Ben Iheme organized the earliest choir of St. Stephens church Orji. Members
included Mrs. Lizzy Ben Iheme, Mr. Joe Okereke, Chinyere Aribe, Mr. Obinna Oke (now
Archdeacon), Mr. Ejiogu, Mr Ugorji Nwachukwu(choirmaster), Mr. Eric Esiaga (assisting)
and others. Mama Philis Njoku (matron).

Church service continued at Orji Town Primary School. The population of the church was
growing rapidly. The school environment was no more conducive for spiritual worship due
to unnecessary distraction. Some miscreants used the school hall as toilet. Members had
to come early in the morning on Sundays to cart away human excrements, clean and mop
the hall before Sunday service can commence .The armature football teams that practice
every Sunday morning were becoming unbearable. In view of the above it became
pertinent that the fledging church must move to a more conducive and permanent site. The
leaders did not go far in search of a permanent site for the church. Thanks to the Ugorji
family of Umundula Orji who offered the permanent site at a token. One significant thing
about this site is that it is within the original site of the first CMS mission church in Orji.

The site was cleared, weeded and stumped with the assistance of youths of all the
Anglican churches in Uratta parish as evangelistic campaign. Mr. HAC Anyadike and
family who were still worshiping at Emmanuel Church Ihita Oha did their share of the
manual labour and paid for the stumping of the site. Sir Anyadike who later relocated to St.
Stephen’s with his family has been a battle axe in the hand of the Lord. The history of St.
Stephen cannot be complete without an eloquent testimony of his support both financially
and intellectually. Mention must be made of Mr. David Okereke (aka Bulldozer) who
applied his strength and expertise in the clearing of the site and auctioneering during
bazaar sale. Ogaranya Jude Madu of Umuorii of "sell again" fame was positively disposed



6

to the success of the new church and made good financial support to the church and was
made a patron of the new church. Chief PC Nwokorie was supportive to the church
financially.

With the stage now set for the take-off of the new church, the Owerri Diocese posted Mr.
Lawrence Ewuziem (now Rtd. Rev. Canon) as the very first resident church teacher on the
17th of January1986 with his family and was accommodated at a rented apartment at Aro
Orji. He worked tirelessly to put the new church on the part of progress by his aggressive
one on one house to house evangelism and visitation along Okigwe Road axis up to
Umuogii and Umadagu Mbieri axis.

The church moved to the new site in January 1986 and services were conducted in rented
canopies and hired plastic chairs, by Mr. Lawrence Enwuziem.

The church hall building commenced in 1987.The first building committee members were,
Chief C.D Iheme (chairman) Mr. Livinus Emeribe(Secretary) Mr. Emma Aribe Engr. John
Oke Mr.Shedrack Chigwazirim Mr. Egemasi Mr Victor Nwosu Mrs Egemasi Mrs. Uwadileke
who later joined her husband to Roman Catholic faith. The committee worked hard and in
1988 the church moved into the church hall uncompleted.

Rev. Shedrack Ikpemo
The second phase of the development of the church came in 1991 when Rev Shedrach
Ikpemo (Rtd. Venerable) was posted to St. Stephens Church Orji as the very first resident
Priest of the church with the church teacher Mr. Ben Ejiekpe (now Ven.) with the exit of Mr.
Lawrence Ewuziem (Rtd Rev. Canon). Rev. Ikpemo acquired some of the surrounding
land, completed and beautified the church hall. By the year 1993 he had put in place the
basic things necessary in a functional Anglican Church eg. the Liturgical colours, women’s
ministries AYF, PCC, ACM, Boys and Girls Brigade, the men and women groups,
strengthened the choir etc. Sir Uche Osoagba was the first organist of the church and still
helps out whenever he is around. He started a five bedroom vicarage that was completed
in 1996 by Rev. Godson Ofoegbu (now Ven). This was the situation in 1993 when Rev.
Ikpemo was transferred to Archdeacon Dennis Junior Seminary as principal.
After Rev. Shedrach Ikpemo the following Priests have serve in St. Stephen’s

1. Rev. Evans Kemka (Late Venerable) 1993 – 1995
2. Rev. Godson Ofoegbu (now Ven.)– 1995 – 1997 assisted by Rev. Gideon Iheanacho

(now Canon)
3. Rev. James Onyekwelibe (now Venerable) 1997 – 2000 and assisted by Mr. Uneze

Ukaegbu (Church teacher) – St. Paul’s Church, Orji Mechanic Village
4. Rev. Japheth Anumudu (now Venerable) - 2000 – 2002
5. Rev. Ernest Onuoha (now Venerable) - 2002 -2003 assisted by Mr. Uneze Ukaegbu
6. Rev. Canon Zion Ngoka (now Venerable) - 2003 -2005 assisted by Mr. Uneze Ukaegbu
7. Rev. Chris Mba (now Rev. Canon) - 2005 -2007
8. Rev. Chidiebere Ahara (now Rev. Canon) - 2007 -2009

Assisted by Rev. Godfrey Iroenyenwa
9. Rev. Kingsley Njoku (now Rev. Canon) - 2009 – 2018

Assisted by Joe Amako (now Rev.)
Mr. Benjamin Nlemchukwu
Rev. John Elekwachi
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The church has continued to grow rapidly with each priest adding value to the church and
taking the church to a higher level. Some procured more land for the church, some initiated
projects while others completed the projects, yet others gave pastoral and spiritual
guidance to the church. During the watch of Rev. Onyekwelibe an offshoot of St. Stephen’s
called St. Paul’s Church Mechanic Village Orji was established in 1998, but now distressed
and needs the support of all of us and the overseeing diocese. In quick succession, in
2001 another off shoot of St. Stephens Church called All Saints Church Nkwo Orji came on
stream by Rev. Japheth Anumudu. Mention must be made of the evangelical support of
Late Sir. Humphery Nnabugwu which yielded much dividend in this direction. Rev.
Onyekwelibe laid the foundation stone of St. Stephen’s Basilica in 1999 at which he made
a prophecy that this church will be elevated to the status of an archdeaconry. Rev. Japheth
Anumudu was the first Parish Priest in 2000.

Rev. Kingsley Njoku currently the longest serving priest improved the aesthetic beauty of
the church hall and completed the staff quarters called Shalom that was initiated by Rev.
Ahara. He was passionately disposed to the completion of the Basilica. He and by the
help of Arc. Chidi Osuji the then Pastor’s Warden who has been in charge of the project
when the former Architect abandoned the project, levelled and roofed the church (Basilica)
and caused the congregation to relocate to the Basilica in 2012. He planted the third off
shoot of St. Stephen’s called Chapel in 2016, under the watch of Lay Reader Rufus Dike.

To the glory of God, under Rev. Kingsley Njoku the church which was made a Parish in the
year 2000 by Rt. Rev Cyril Okorocha Ph.D (Rtd.) has in June 2018 elevated to the status
of an AREA by the same Bishop with Rev. Canon Uneze Ukaegbu as the first
Administrator of the Area. Under the administrator, a new chapel has just been started
along Nkwo Orji Umundula Old Rd with the full assistance of Rev. Dan .I.C. Nzediegwu led
All Saint’s Church, Nkwo Orji and the Rev. Onyekachi Awujuo.

St. Paul in 1 Cor. 3:6 stated “I planted, Apolos watered and God gave the harvest.” The
rapid growth of St. Stephen’s Anglican Church to this enviable height is as a result of the
collective effort of both the clergy and the laity under the direction of the Holy Spirit. To
God be the glory.

PROFILE OF THE RT. REV’D MOSES BUKPE TABWAYE
BISHOP OF GWAGWALADA DIOCESE
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The Rt. Rev’d Moses Bukpe Tabwaye was born on 28th October, 1974 at Bukpe
village in Kwali Area Council of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja to the family of
Late Pa Baha – Ponu Tabwaye of Bukpe village, Abuja. Born and raised in a very
poor family background and as a result could not start school on time, but waited for
and until his late younger brother finished his primary and junior secondary school
education before starting his primary education.

He attended LEA Primary School Bukpe from 1985 – 1991, Government Secondary
School, Dangara from 1991 – 1997. Thanks to God and his village Church, St.
Matthew’s Anglican Church, Bukpe, he was able to complete his Secondary
Education because the Church borrowed him the money or fees of (N2, 050) needed
then for his WA.E.C registration due to the fact that his poor mother could not afford
it. As a result of this generosity by the Church, he made a covenant with God to
serve Him for the rest of his life and as a way of fulfilling his vow, occasionally during
holidays and fully after his Secondary Education, he donated himself to serve God
as a voluntary itinerant Evangelist for one year, and within those periods, he was
able to establish Churches in Gada-Biu, Dangara, Chida, Dapa, Awawa towns and
some other villages far in the hinterland under Kwali and Abaji Area Councils using a
bicycle he had purchased for that purpose. To God be the glory, most of these
Churches are standing tall today.

Thereafter, he moved to the main city of the F.C.T Abuja and was employed as a
Sexton at the Cathedral Church of the Advent for 6 years from 1997 – 2003. From
there, he proceeded to St. Francis of Assisi Theological College, Wusasa, Zaria for a
Diploma in Theology from 2003 – 2006. He was ordained Deacon and Priested –by
the Most Rev’d Peter Jasper Akinola, the Archbishop Metropolitan and the Primate
of All Nigeria (Rtd) on 25th June, 2006 and 7th June, 2007 respectively.

In 2013, he gained admission again into St. Francis of Assisi Theological College for
a B.Th degree; from there, he proceeded to Crowther Graduate Seminary Abeokuta,
for his Language programme where he also obtained a B.A Degree in Christian
Religious Studies.

He served in many Churches and in various capacities, some of which includes: St.
James’ Anglican Church, Asokoro for six months, Our Saviour’s Anglican Church,
Area 2 for another six months, All Saint’s Anglican Church, Wuse Zone 5 for four
years and 8 months as a curate in all these Churches served.

In 2011, he was transferred to St. Jude’s Anglican Church, Wuse Zone 3, there, he
served as a Vicar and in 2012 and 2014 was preferred Canon and Venerable
respectively by the Most Rev. Nicholas D. Okoh, the Bishop of Abuja Diocese,
Archbishop, Metropolitan and the Primate of All Nigeria.

He was elected and confirmed Bishop in February, 2015, and consecrated on 27th
April, 2015 while his enthronement to see the Diocese of Gwagwalada was on the
14th May, 2015.

He is happily married to Mrs. Rebecca Patience Moses (Tabwaye) and the marriage
is blessed with four (4) children.
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He served under some notable men of God he considered as mentors and fathers in
the Lord and instrumental to his success in life. Among many are:

1. The Most Rev. Peter Jasper Akinola (The Former Primate of All Nigeria), a
mentor and a father in God whom God used to train him while serving as a
sexton and eventually through him was ordained into the ministry.

2. The Most Rev. Emmanuel Egbunu who saw the call of God upon his life and
encouraged him to go the seminary.

3. The Most Rev. Nicholas D. Okoh - the Archbishop, Metropolis and Primate
of All Nigeria whom God used to mentor, train and send him back to school
for a degree programme. It was during his programme and while rounding up
in Crowther Graduate seminary Abeokuta that he was elected Bishop on 7th
January, 2015.

4. Ven. Peter Okorunmade, MNI, OON (Rtd) whom he served under at All Saints’
Anglican Church, Wuse Zone 5, Abuja. He was trained by him both spiritually
and administratively which today is helping him in his call as a Bishop.

5. Ven. Ben Idume – it was while he was serving under him as a curate at
various time that at St. James’ Asokoro, he was preferred Canon, at St.
Matthew’s Anglican Church, Maitama he was also preferred Venerable, still at
St. Matthew’s Maitama he was elected Bishop.

Summary of Church Preferment and Appointments:

 Employed as Sexton – 6 years (from 1997 – 2003)
 Ordained Deacon – 25th June, 2006
 Priested – 7th June, 2007
 A Diocesan Project coordinator and member of Diocesan land intelligent

committee (Diocese of Abuja) from 2008 to 2014
 Canon – 12th May, 2012
 Archdeacon – November, 2014
 Elected and Consecrated Bishop of Gwagwalada Diocese – 7th January,

2015 and 26th April, 2015.

NEWS WITHIN OWERRI DIOCESE

 Fathers’ Day – 16th June, 2019: To God be the glory, Amen. Father’s Day was
well celebrated in all our churches and so many men were inducted as Anglican
Christian Fathers. A lot of spiritual uplifting programmes were captured in our
churches and men together with their wives and children supported different
programme carried out by men. May His name be praised.

 CHRISTIAN FATHERS AWARD
We have amongst us distinguished fathers for an excellent Award for their roles
in contributing to the Kingdom Expansion particularly in this Diocese. They will
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be given their well-deserved Award as Distinguished Christian Fathers for 2019
on Sunday, 30th June.

 RETIREMENT HOUSE OF BISHOP CYRIL OKOROCHA
To God be the glory, the retirement house of our former Bishop, Rt. Revd. Cyril
C. Okorocha, Ph.D. (Rtd) was dedicated on 15th May, 2019. We thank the
Diocese for finishing that befitting edifice.

 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF DIOCESE OF OWERRI
Through God’s leading, our Diocese will be celebrating her 60th Anniversary from
Sunday, 21st July to Sunday, 28th July, 2019. The Central Planning Committee
headed by Rev. Engr. Mike Arimanwa, Ph.D. with a dedicated team is working
very hard to see to the huge success of this celebration. The highlight among
spiritual and physical blessings will be the Foundation Stone Laying of our Ultra-
Modern Diocesan Secretariat and the New Bishop’s Chapel, Bishop’s Court. We
are praying to God to raise soldiers for these projects among others. The fathers
had donated N2m (Two Million Naira) for this Secretariat Project.

 TRINITY THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE UMUAHIA (OWERRI STUDY CENTRE)
We want to thank God that arrangements have been concluded for the
establishment of Trinity Theological College Umuahia Owerri Study Centre. The
theological College is the base for ministerial formation and the College will take-
off from September, 2019.

OUR VISION STATEMENT
 Under God we are declaring the next ten years as Decade of Church Planting,

kingdom expansion and evangelism throughout Owerri Anglican Diocese. We
expect by God’s grace that within this decade more than 200 churches must
have been planted and nursed into maturity. We want to thank God that within
this period, we have planted 18 churches. We salute the Laity and Clergy for
carrying out this mandate. Special greetings to individuals offering their homes
for planting of churches. They will have their divine reward, Amen.

 We also wish under God’s guidance and grace to establish Deanaries which will
eventually grow into full fledge Archdeaconries by establishing new churches
under them. Rectors will be appointed to head the Deanaries. These Rectors are
equivalent in rank with Administrators with the primary task of Church planting
(soul winning) around the Deanery.

 Training of Priests: We pray by God’s grace that within the next six years,
there will be no priest within this great Diocese without Theological Training. We
will also encourage our priests for Higher University education. We will be
committed to training and re-training of our clergymen through workshops,
seminars, conferences, etc in order to ensure that they are constantly in line with
the mission of the Church and to stand tall in the world mission in whatever
capacity they find themselves. Our workshops/seminars are now on top gear.
The Director, Ven. Paul Nwozuzu is doing a great work in this aspect and as
mentioned earlier, the Theological College will start by September. We shall
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appoint the Director for Mission and Evangelism and the Director for Ordinands
before September. During our Synod, we shall report in details including the site
of the Study Centre.

 Train A Priest Fund:
We request and appeal to our members to take up training of a priest or more.
Your family can train a man of God – when you do this, you are expanding
God’s kingdom. To train a priest costs N250,000.00, School Fees only (books
and feeding not included). Please feel free to contact the Bishop. Meanwhile, the
account is: “Anglican Diocese of Owerri Train A Priest (TAP)” FCMB
6017949018.

 By God’s grace, the welfare of the priests will also be paramount to this
administration. We encourage you under God to respect, care, honour, pray and
support your priests and their families. We are making concluding plans to
procure land and establish an Anglican Village – where our priests with their
families will retire in. Each priest is expected to have his retirement house in
that Anglican Village.

 We also pray for total revival in every arm of the Church – the ACM, the Youth
Fellowship, the Fathers’ Fellowship, the Women Ministries, Choirs, Bands,
EFAC, Knights/Ladies, etc in fact all arms of the Church. We testify to the glory
of God on the revival and spiritual programmes going on in our churches. May
His name be praised. Anglican Church in Nigeria and our Diocese in particular is
in fire for the Lord. Praise God!

 There will be an Annual Diocesan Revival Convention for both the priests and
laity (that is for everybody).The Anglican Diocese of Owerri Power Packed
Anointed Convention (ADOWPAC) will be held from 27th November to 1st
December, 2019. It will be a great gathering of the people of God in this Diocese.
We will be expecting Deliverance Healing Unit of St. Barth’s Anglican Church,
Aguda, Lagos as we partner for this year’s ADOWPAC gathering. It will be for all.

 In order to ensure full participation of our youths in the mission of the Church, an
annual Evangelical Sports Competition and other evangelical programmes
will be mapped out for our youths (Annual Youth Conference). We thanked God
that this is in progress.

 We shall equally through God’s grace revive all of our institutions and
parastatals and recover our health institutions – As you are aware, on our
enthronement day, we appealed to the government of Imo State for the release
of Ogwa General Hospital to her original owner, in the presence of the
immediate past Governor, Owelle Rochas Okorocha, all major gubernatorial
aspirants including our present Governor, Rt. Hon. Emeka Ihedioha. I am
delighted to inform you that the said hospital has been handed-over to us. To
God be the glory. As at the time of writing this charge, we have published
vacancy for all categories of workers. The Lord is leading His Church.
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 Archdeacon Dennis Junior Seminary is taking another positive shape. We are
remoulding the School and by September, it would have returned to what it was
known for. We thank God for the Old boys who are at the fore-front on this
mission. May God bless all of them. The following old boys of the College are
building new physical projects in line with our vision of kingdom expansion
through our mission schools:

Barr. Collins Onumajuru building of 5 Classroom Block
Late Ven. Augustine Emeanaa Ucheghara’s Family building a Chapel in memory
of their late father
Chief Nnamdi Iroegbu building the Cafeteria
Dr. Kingsley Onwuzurigbo is building the sick bay
H.R.H. Eze Uche Egenti – fencing the Principal House
And many others that are doing great for God. The President of Old Boys of
ADJS worldwide, Prof. Sir (Lay Reader) Victor Obinna Njoku is well commended.

All these old boys are fathers, Praise God! ‘Jisie Unu ike’

 OCOGRAM
Obazu Community Secondary School was re-opened last year and is doing well.
We thank God for the Old Boys, special mention must be made of Dr. Mike
Ihemaguba, who gave scholarship to 30 students and he is a great motivator
together with old boys team, the school is also doing well.

 A ‘new’ Secondary School, Our Saviour Anglican Secondary School (OSASS) is
taking-off from September in Abazu Ogwa, courtesy of our Women’s Ministries.
We thank God for Mama Owerri and her team. We also appreciate the efforts of
the Abazu faithfuls. To God be the glory.

 PEACE College, New Owerri and Our Saviour Anglican Academy (OSAA),
Amakohia and other schools owned by the Diocese are all doing well.

 In order to ensure that our people devout themselves to praying and setting
apart, we shall by God’s grace establish Camp of Prayer and Retreat “Obi
ekpere” in this Diocese and this will be established in Ebenezer Anglican Church,
Ekwereazu Ogwa with the name – “Ebenezer Camp of Prayer” – Obi Ekpere
Ebenezer which will be supervised by a Rector. This has been established. By
His Grace, the Rector will be announced soon.

 The Diocese will go into physical investments by God’s grace that will create
job opportunities for our people especially our youths and equally provide
spiritual guidance.

 We look forward under God to establishing an institution of higher learning in
this Diocese – moving beyond secondary institutions to tertiary institution. We
have also set up a powerful committee to look into it and advise us.

 Finally, but not the least, we shall by God’s grace build a befitting Diocesan
Secretariat, God being our helper. This project has started, the foundation stone
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will be laid doing our Diocesan 60th Anniversary Celebration from 21st – 28th July,
2019 alongside the Bishop’s Court New Chapel.

We pray for God to help us accomplish all these and more in Jesus name, Amen.
We thank God for the different Committees set up by our Diocesan to see to the
accomplishment of these projects. Please, if you have ideas, that will help us in this
kingdom expansion project of our Diocese. Please do well to send them across or
see his Lordship.

PREFERMENTS
ARCHDEACONS
The following Canons were collated Archdeacons on Sunday, 14th April, 2019 (Palm
Sunday).

1. Rev. Canon Dr. Rowland O. E. Maduka
2. Rev. Canon Chukwudum T. Onwuka

CANONS
The following priests were installed Canons of the Cathedral of the Transfiguration of
Our Lord (CATOL), Owerri on Sunday, 14th April, 2019 (Palm Sunday).

1. Rev. Gideon Ihanacho
2. Rev. Benjamin Ukwuegbu
3. Rev. Basil Ubochiegbu
4. Rev. Davidson Opurum
5. Rev. Benjamin Nwadikom
6. Rev. Obed Nosiri
7. Rev. Raphael Onunwa
8. Rev. Christopher Ihejieto

TRINITY ORDINATION
By God’s grace one of us will be ordained on Sunday, 7th July, 2019 at CATOL. He
is a father – Evang. Benjamin Nlemchukwu, from Avu in Owerri West L.G.A.. Please
pray for him and his family.

SYNOD
Our Synod comes up every first week in October. The 1st Session of the 21st Synod
comes up from Thursday, 3rd to Sunday, 6th October, 2019. The Synod will be
hosted by St. Luke’s Anglican Church, Achi-Mbieri. Pray for them accordingly as they
plan to host our Diocesan Synod. The Bishop shall appoint Bishop’s Nominees.
Please pray for him as the Lord directs him. We want this Synod to be the best in the
history of our Diocese. We pray for great mobilisation of ‘Ndi Achi Mbieri’
Archdeaconry and all good people of this our Diocese. Above all, pray for God’s
visitation in this gathering of God’s people.
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CONFERENCE THEME

“MEN AS INSTRUMENTS OF KINGDOM EXPANSION: A Call For Soul
Winning (Matt. 28:19).
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Man usually a husband of a woman is an adult male human being. It denotes a
single man whereas MEN is used to denote more than one male. Single ‘Man’ and
plural ‘Men’.

Man – The first man created (Bara - by God in his own image on the sixth day by
means of forming him (as Potter forms Gen. 2:7) of dust from ground and uniquely
breathing into his nostrils the breath of life. The result is that the man became a living
being. This Genesis account of creation accords to man a supreme place in the
cosmos. Not only is His creation the final work of God, but in it, the work of the other
five days finds its fulfilment and its meaning. Man is to possess the earth, make it
serve him and to rule the other creatures (Gen. 1:27-2-3). The same witness to
man’s dominion and centrality in creation is given elsewhere (Amos 4:3, Is. 42:5ff, Ps.
8:5ff, 104:14ff) and is supremely given in the incarnate (cf Heb. 2).

Man cannot find the true meaning of his life within the context. The animals can
provide no helper for him (Gen. 2:18). He has a history and a destiny to fulfil, unique
among the rest of creation. He is made in the image of God (Gen 1:27). While some
have suggested that his image is expressed in man’s dominion over the earth, or in
his power of reasoning, or even in his physical characteristics, it seems better to find
it neither in man’s relationship with the world nor in any static impress on man’s
being, but in his responsibility towards his Creator. In the Genesis account of
creation, when God creates man is regarded as taking up an attitude of deeper
personal concern for him (Gen. 1:26 cf 1,3,6) and an approach that involves himself
in a closer relationship with man his creature (Gen 3:9) and man is made to respond
to God’s gracious word in personal love and trust. Only in this response can man be
what he truly is. God’s word by which he lives (Mtt 4:4) offers him a relationship that
lifts him above the rest of creation around him, and confers on him his dignity as a
Child of God, made in His image and reflecting his glory. This dignity moreover is not
something he possesses as an isolated individual before God, but only as he also
stands in responsible and loving relationship to his fellow man.

It is as man within his family and social relationship that he truly reflects the image of
God (Gen. 1:27-28, 2:18). Man is expected to fulfil the mandate of his creator by
expanding God’s Kingdom through Jesus’ mandate Matt. 28:19 “Go ye therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit”

INSTRUMENT:
A person who is exploited or made use of to achieve a common or set goal.
Instrument here can also be called agent, messenger, tool, medium, means, etc.

A means whereby something is achieved, reformed or furthered.
Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary, 9th Edition defines INSTRUMENT as :
A person who is used and controlled by somebody or something that is more
powerful.

Something that is used by somebody to achieve something.
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A person or thing that makes something happen. In this our context, man is the
instrument, the agent, messenger, tool, medium, means of making something
(expansion of God’s Kingdom – soul winning) the mandate of Jesus Christ to be
achieved.

EXEGISIS OF MATTHEW 28:16-19
This passage of Scripture is commonly known as the Great Commission.

16. Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain where
Jesus had told them to go.

17. When they saw Him, they worshipped Him, but some doubted.
18. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All Authority in heaven and on earth has

been given to me.
19. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
20. And teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I

am with you always, to the very end of the age”.

THE COMMISSION
28:16-18 The eleven disciples went away into Galilee:

Jesus had promised that He would meet with the disciples at a specific mountain in
Galilee, of which the mountain is not mentioned (26:32; 28:7, 10). Before this special
meeting occurred, however, Jesus had appeared to the disciples in order to reassure
them. But some doubted: Verse 18 states, “Then Jesus came…” The meaning is
that Jesus came near to them on this occasion. This explains the doubting of verse
17. When Jesus appeared to them on this occasion, He first appeared to them at a
great distance. Some of the disciples recognised Him immediately. However, some
did not, and thus doubted that it was Jesus. The “doubting”, therefore, refers to the
events at the time of their encounter on the occasion of this appearance, not their
belief as to who He was or the fact of his resurrection. The occasion of the disciples,
and specifically Thomas’ doubting, occurred immediately after the resurrection and in
Jerusalem before his appearance (See Mk 16:11; Jn 20:24-29). The meeting at the
mountain in Galilee occurred many days later after the disciples had made the long
walk from Jerusalem to Galilee. All Authority: Jesus here makes a proclamation to
the disciples that establishes the source of all authority among His disciples. This is
the foundation upon which verse 19 & 20 are based. Throughout His ministry, Jesus
knew that He would be exercising his authority (See Jn 13:3; 17:2). At this time, all
authority had been given to Him, but he was yet to exercise such at the right hand of
the Father as King of kings and Lord of lords (I Tim. 6:15). He was soon to ascend to
the throne of God in the heavenly realm in order to rule over all that exists (See
comments Eph 1:20-22; Ph 2:8-10; Cl 2:10; 1Pt. 3:22). All was in fulfilment of the
Son of Man receiving priesthood, glory, dominion and kingdom reign over all things
(Dn 2:44; 7:13,14; Zc 6:12, 13; Is 9:6). After the ascension, Jesus began to exercise
His authority from the throne of David and is there today reigning as King of kings
and Lord of lords (1 Tim 6:15). He exercises authority through the power of His word
(Jn 12:48). He will reign with authority until He comes again, at which time He will
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return kingdom reign to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in order that God will be
all in all (See comments I Co 15:24-28). Authority … on earth: We must accept this
for what it says. Jesus has all authority on earth. Jesus has all authority on earth.
One would be presumptuous to steal some of the authority that Jesus has among
His disciples. When interpreting any passage concerning leadership, therefore, one
must always interpret the responsibility of leadership in the scriptural context of Mark
10:35-45 and Matthew 28:18. All Authority is in the hands of Jesus. He has given
responsibility to his disciples to carry out his continued mission on earth. We must
not confuse responsibility with authority (See comments Hb 13:17). Jesus has all
authority. We have all the responsibility to carry out the commission that he gives in
verses 19 and 20. Only because Jesus now has all authority over all things and he
gives such a global commission as is stated. Matt. 28:19.

28:19 All four Evangelists (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) record the gospel of
Great Commission of Jesus to the disciples to take the good news to the world
(28:19,20; Mk 16:15,16; Lk 24:46,47; Jn 20:21-23). Jesus commissioned the
disciples to (1) preach Jesus in order to make disciples for Jesus (2) preach the
gospel of His death for our sins and resurrection for our hope in order that men might
be saved. (3) Baptise with water, and (4) teach the word of Jesus. Go: The Greek
verb here is ‘aorist’ participle that expresses continuous action. It could thus be
translated, “having gone”. The action of the verb, therefore, is dependent on the
action of the main verb “make disciples” which is aorist active. Jesus knew that the
disciples now had the good news of His resurrection, and thus were going. He did
not need to command them to go. The command is in making disciples (“teach”). In
their going into all the world they must disciple people to Him. All the nations: The
Greek ta ethne refers to every ethnic group. Jesus is not discussing governmental
nations, but cultural ethnic groups that are scattered throughout the world. He wants
the disciples to make disciples in every ethnic group of the world (Mk 16:15; Jn
20:21). You could now understand what triggered the earlier missionaries to places
like ours. Baptising them: They were to baptise all those they had discipled to Him
(Mk 16:16) and with their household in order to enter into a covenant relationship
with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In the name: The Greek word ‘eis’ means that
they were baptised “unto” or “into” a relationship with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

The name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: This is not
something that Jesus is commanding to be said at the time one is baptised. It is
something that happens. When one is baptised, what happened is that he comes
into a covenant relationship with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

28:20 Teaching them to observe all things: The love of the disciples must move
them to respond in obedience to the commandments of Jesus (Jn 14:15; 1 Jn 4:19).
Therefore, the teachings of Jesus have been perpetuated throughout history by
disciples teaching disciples the commandments of Jesus (See comments 2 Tim 2:2).
One of the principal teachings that the disciples were to teach is exactly what Jesus
was teaching them on this occasion, that they go into all the world and make
disciples of every ethnic group. I am with you: Jesus knew that they would go
through tremendous persecution, even to the loss of life (At 12:1,2: see Mt 18:20; at
18:10). They must be confident, therefore, that they serve a God in whom they live,
move and have their being (At 17:28). They will never be outside His presence. To
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the end of the age: The Greek word aionios which is used here and is translated
“age” refers to a predetermined period of time. It does not refer to that which is of
substance, as “word”. The disciples were coming to the consummation of the Jewish
age (aionios), at the end of which, God would terminate national Israel (See
comments 13:39, 40; 24:3). Their specific mission, therefore was to preach the
gospel to every creature.

There is coming a time when the preaching of the gospel will not take place because
there will be no need for such in the new heavens and earth that are to come after
the final coming of Jesus (2 Pt 3:13). Therefore, until Jesus comes again, His
commission is, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mk
16:16). The apostles were not personally and physically able to accomplish this
commission in their lifetime. Therefore, the commission is continued through those
they taught who went into all the world in their generation. It is our responsibility
today to carry on with the great commission of Jesus. The world can be evangelised
in every generation of the existence of the Church if disciples will arise to the
occasion to assume individual responsibility to preach the gospel. God did not give
the Church in any generation an impossible task.

KINGDOM EXPANSION – MESSAGE, MISSION AND METHOD
Kingdom Expansion has three features for effective Kingdom Expansion, they are:
Message, Mission and Method
They are all centred “go out there, preach the Kingdom and make disciples who
make disciples”.

The Message:
God’s kingdom is firmly established in Heaven. Satan rebelled against God and went
to the earth. God had created everything that is, the culmination of his creation was
man. Man was placed in the Garden and given one law – if you eat of the forbidden
fruit, you will surely die. “The Lord God commanded the man, saying, “From any
tree of the garden you may eat freely, but from the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die”
(Genesis 2:16-17). This is the Law of Sin and Death. The same law applies to us. If
we sin, we will surely die (see Romans 6:23)

Man chose sin and became enslaved to Satan: “do you not know that when you
present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one
whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death or of obedience resulting in
righteousness?” (Romans 6:16). “Therefore, since the children share in flesh and
blood. He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might
render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and might free
those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives” (Hebrews
2:14-15). As a result of sin and our bondage to Satan, we will receive the same
punishment as Satan. “Then He will also say to those on His left, Depart from Me,
accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his
angels” (Matthew 25:41).
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However, God had a plan to save us from Satan, sin, death, and hell. For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Jesus was sent as a ransom, to
save us from slavery to Satan and sin: “For there is one God and one mediator also
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all,
the testimony given at the proper time” (1 Timothy 2:5-6). “Just as the Son of Man
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many”
(Mathew 20:28).

Jesus was handed over to Satan and by the hands of evil men was tortured and
killed. Our sins are cleansed by his blood. “But if we walk in the light as he Himself is
in the Light, we have fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus His Son
cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7). But because Jesus never sinned, the Law of
Sin and Death did not apply to Him. In spite of what Satan tried to do, death could
not hold Him and He rose from the dead! “But God raised Him up again, putting an
end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for him to be held in its power”
(Acts 2:24). And now we can participate in Jesus’ death and resurrection in baptism.
If we repent, or turn away from sin, and are baptised, our sins will be forgiven and we
will receive the Holy Spirit. “Repent, and each of you be baptised in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit” (Acts 2:36). We must be born again. You see, our old nature dies when we go
into water and our new nature is born by the Holy Spirit. “Truly, truly, I say to you,
unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God”
(Jon 3:5, see also Romans 6:3-5 and Colossians 2:12)

Satan is the ruler of the kingdom of the world, and we are citizens of his kingdom if
we are enslaved to him. “And he (Satan) led him (Jesus) up and showed Him all the
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. And the devil said to Him, “I will give you
all this domain and its glory, for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to
whomever I wish. Therefore, if you worship before me, it shall all be Yours” (Luke
4:5-7. See also John 12:31, 14:30 and 16:11). But God’s plan is to establish his
Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. Jesus told us to pray for this “Your Kingdom
come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10).

Ask anyone what Christianity is about, and they will likely answer, God’s redemptive
plan for humanity”. But Jesus’ message was about a kingdom. In fact, Jesus was
sent to the earth to preach about the Kingdom of God. “But He said to them, “I must
preach the Kingdom of God to the other cities also, for I was sent for this purpose”
(Luke 4:43). Did you know that Jesus only mentioned our need to be born again
once? He only mentioned being sent as a ransom once. He only mentioned the
Church twice. In fact, he only talked about being sent for the forgiveness of our sins
a handful of times. However, he mentioned the kingdom of God 87 times! It was the
actual theme of his teachings, and clearly the purpose for which He was sent to
Earth!
Man Created For Kingdom Expansion
When Jesus rose from the dead, He taught His followers for 40 days, knowing that
they would be the people leading this mission going forward. You might expect that
he would have focused on the most important thing. So what did He teach? “To
these he also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs,
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appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning
the Kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). The Bible says He taught them exclusively about the
Kingdom of God. That is the centrality of Christ message.

So what did his followers teach? Did they follow His example? “But when they
believed Philip preaching the good news about the Kingdom of God and the name of
Jesus Christ, they were being baptised men and women alike” (Acts 8:12). “When
they had set a date for Paul, they came to him at his lodging, large numbers and he
was explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the Kingdom of God and trying
to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from the
Prophets, from morning until evening” (Acts 28:23). “And he stayed two full years in
his own rented quarters and was welcoming all who came to him, preaching the
Kingdom of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness
unhindered” (Acts 28:30-31). From these three examples, we see that Jesus
followers taught about the Kingdom of God and about Jesus, they emphasised the
Kingdom.

Jesus is coming back one day. His followers asked Him (see Matthew 24) for the
signs of His coming and of the end, and He answered them concerning the signs. He
also stated that something must happen before the end comes. “This gospel of the
Kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and
then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14). The end will NOT come until the Gospel of
the kingdom is preached in the entire world.

So what is the Kingdom of God? All kingdom have four things in common: a king, a
territory, citizens and laws. The Kingdom of God is no different. Let us explore the
Scripture to see what they say about these four things in the Kingdom of God.

Therefore Pilate said to Him, “So You are a King?” Jesus answered, “You say
correctly that I am a King. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice” (John
18:37).

Jesus is the King! So where is the territory? We already determined that it is
established in heaven and it is God’s will to establish it on earth. But where? John
the Baptist and Jesus both said the Kingdom of God was at hand! (realised
eschatology). Right there in their midst and in our midst (Matthew 3:2, 4:17). So is it
in Judea? Or maybe it is a Church. Is it the Catholic Church, the Anglican Church,
the Baptists, or the Pentecostals? Where is the Kingdom?

Now having been questioned by the Pharisees as to when the Kingdom of God was
coming, he answered them and said, “The Kingdom of God is not coming with signs
to be observed; nor will they say, “Look, here it is! Or “There it is” For behold, the
Kingdom of God is in your midst (within you)” (Luke 17:20-21).

The Kingdom of God is within the hearts of its citizens! But who are the citizens?
Citizens of the Kingdom are those who have repented, been baptised for the
forgiveness of sins, and received the Holy Spirit. In the process, we die to our old



21

self and are born again to enter the Kingdom of God. But Jesus elaborated more on
citizenship. He likened being a citizen to being a branch on a vine.

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does
not bear fruit, He takes away, and every branch that bears fruit, he prunes it so that it
may bear more fruit. You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken
to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it
abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are
the branches, he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from
Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a
branch and dries up and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are
burned. If you abide in Me and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so
prove to be My disciples. Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you:
abide in My love, if you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in His love” (John 15:1-10)

So what are the laws of the Kingdom? We have already introduced that we must
bear fruit by obeying Jesus’s commands. Elsewhere in the Scriptures, we read.

“If anyone hears My sayings and does not keep them, I do not judge him, for I did not
come to judge the world, but to save the world. He who rejects me and not receive
my sayings, has one who judge him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the
last day. For I did not speak on my own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent
me has given me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak. I know that
His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the
Father has told me” (John 12:47-50).

Jesus taught exactly what the Father told Him to say: nothing extra, nothing missing.
We already read that Jesus was sent to preach the Kingdom of God. So His Father
told Him to preach the Kingdom! And those words are eternal life. Those words will
judge us on the last day. Therefore, Jesus’ teachings are the exact laws of heaven.

We already discussed the fact that the Kingdom of God is firmly established in
heaven. Therefore, today in heaven it is more blessed to give than to receive. Today
in heaven, if you want to be greatest, you must be servant to all. Right now in
heaven, you are to love everyone, even your enemies. Do you get the message?
Jesus taught the very laws of heaven!

Jesus was sent to Earth to redeem a people from the Kingdom of darkness (Ex
Tenebris, AD LUCEM) and adopt them as children of His Kingdom “For He rescued
us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the Kingdom of His beloved
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13-14).
But the rescue had an inherent objective to recruit citizens who would want – not just
heaven – but rather the very laws of heaven in their hearts. Jesus redeemed us from
Satan, putting our old nature to death and giving us a new nature by the Spirit,
imparting the very laws of heaven which were to be written-not on tablets of stone-
but rather on tablets of human hearts (2 Corinthians 3:3).
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Jesus taught us that all law-breakers would be rejected by Him.

“Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord; will enter the Kingdom of heaven; but he
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven will enter. Many will say to me on
that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in Your name cast out
demons, and in Your name perform many miracles? And then I will declare to them,
“I never knew you; depart from me, you who practice lawlessness” (workers of
iniquities). (Matthew 7:21-23).

Two Kingdoms – Kingdom of God And Kingdom of Satan
So that leaves us with a choice which kingdom will we serve? Jesus gave us a great
story to illustrate our dilemma “What king, when he sets out to meet another king in
battle, will not first sit down and consider whether he is strong enough with ten
thousand men to encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand? Or
else, while the other is still far away, he sends delegation and asks for terms of
peace” (Luke 14:31-32). Here we see a weaker kingdom facing off against a more
powerful king. His advice while the more powerful king is still far away, seek terms of
peace. This parallels our situation precisely. Because of our bondage to Satan in
violation of the Law of Sin and Death, we are citizens of a weaker kingdom. One day
Jesus will return to destroy that kingdom and establish His Kingdom (futuristic
kingdom). So that leaves us with two choices; maintain our citizenship in the domain
of darkness by serving Satan, sin and the world, or seek terms of peace with Jesus
and be adopted as a citizen of His Kingdom. His terms of peace are clear: repent
(that is, turn away from Satan, sin and the world), and be baptised for the
forgiveness of our prior sins, then He will give us His Spirit and a new nature. We
have to completely surrender to him. He demands total allegiance! Then, follow Him
and His teachings (the laws of His Kingdom) henceforth. Failure to comply with his
terms results in our rejection.

“Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love
of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust
of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.
The world is passing away, and also its lusts, but the one who does the will of God
lives forever” (1 John 2:15-17)

We make ourselves God’s enemies by maintaining our friendship with the world, and
the love of God is not in us! Both good and evil are gathered. But also note the man
at the wedding without wedding clothes refer. The unrighteous will NOT inherit the
Kingdom of God, but the righteous will You see, many are called, but few are chosen.

The Mission – Great Commission (Soul Winning)
So if you have surrendered everything to Christ, repented, (born again) and you are
following Him, I will share the mission with you. I am sure the mission is the Great
Commission!
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the name of
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew
28:19-20).
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The command or mandate starting with the first word, “go” it does not say “sit and
wait”, but rather GO! This is not something meant to be confined to the four walls of
a building. It does not say to invite folks for Sunday service so they can answer an
altar call, it does not say be a nice person and wait for someone to ask you how to
be saved. It says GO!

Next, it says what we are to do: make disciples. It does not say to get folks to say a
magic prayer, it does not say to get people to give you intellectual assent or guilt or
fear them into making some sort of profession of “faith”. It does not say to invite them
to Church and hope that years of attendance will slowly lead them to maturity. The
marching orders are to make disciples. And we already defined that disciples are
those completely surrendered to Christ (Luke 14:25-33) and bearing fruit by obeying
Jesus (John 15:8 and 10).

Next it says where to start: baptising them. Go out there and baptise them
immediately, which was the New Testament practice. For an adult insist on full
repentance.

Insist on full repentance. Have them renounce the devil and his works, publicly. And
for God parents, teach them to understand their roles in assisting their God-child(ren)
to grow in knowing and accepting Jesus Christ, especially providing enabling
environment for their salvation through Jesus Christ. And let that your God- child be
your disciple.

Now, the final command: teach them to obey all Christ’s commands. Therefore, our
job has just started when we preached the Gospel of the Kingdom, take a disciple
to surrender and repentance, and them baptise them. Now we have the hard work
ahead: teaching them to obey ALL that Jesus commanded.

To whom is Jesus speaking? The disciples. And what did He tell them to teach
others? All that He commanded them. Now that includes this command to make
disciples, doesn’t it? Therefore, ALL Christians are called to complete the mission of
making disciples. That means all Christians are missionaries! You are a missionary
and you are an Evangelist.

If Biafra went to war with Nigeria and Nigeria enlisted the entire citizenry and Biafra
just sent military leadership to the battle, who would win? Nigeria of course. Well, if
the Kingdom of God fights the domain of darkness just utilising leadership, who will
win? That is why it is necessary for leadership to mobilise ALL Christians to fight this
war (as we are mobilising all fathers and all people created by God). “And He gave
some as apostle, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as
pastors and teachers for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the
building up of the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-12). The leadership is meant to
equip the saints for the work of the ministry. There is a war going on out there and
the “should-be-soldiers” are too busy gathering in buildings and singing songs to be
of any use for the mission. It is the leadership’s job to equip them and send them out
to the mission, which is everywhere but within the four walls of a building.
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According to a Biblical Scholar Bishop Chukwuma Oparah, in comparison of an
evangelist and disciple-maker, he states thus: Now I want to compare an “evangelist”
(defined as someone who leads someone in repeating a prayer after them and then
sends them to Church) with a disciple-maker (define as someone who preaches the
Gospel of the Kingdom, brings them to surrender and repentance, baptises them,
and then teaches them to obey all that Jesus commanded). Assume the evangelist
leads one person per day to repeat the “sinner’s prayer” as compared to a disciple
maker making one disciple (obedient follower of Christ) per year. At the end of year
one, the score is evangelist 366, disciples two, year two, evangelist 731, disciples 4,
year three, 1,096 to eight; year five, 1,826 to 32; year ten; 3,3,651 to 1,024; year 20,
evangelist 7,300 and 1,048,576 obedient disciples. The entire world population
would be reached in just 33 years, presuming making just one disciple per year. You
agree with me on this?

Now you can understand why Jesus invested most of His effort to teaching and
training just 12 individuals-because He knew that if He imparted Himself in those 12
(ultimately 11) men, the world would be turned upside down. If Jesus were
ministering today, he would probably be considered a failure. He had no building, no
named ministry, no salary, and just 12 “members”. What a lose? Except He knew
what He was doing. We are the one who are clueless. We design and execute our
ministries with total disregard for the clear command and example of our Lord and
Shepherd.

Study the life of Paul and you will see the same model! He taught the crowd, but was
rejected by most and continued discipling the few. We see in Paul’s letter to Timothy
that multigenerational discipleship was his method as well. “The things which you
have heard from me in presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men
who will be able to teach others also” (2 Timothy 2:2). Paul teaching Timothy, to
teach faithful men, who would teach others-that is likewise how we should do
ministry.

Now I want to share the three most important things you need to do with anew
disciple. The first step is taking the disciple to complete surrender to Jesus Christ.
After presenting the Gospel of the Kingdom, read Luke 14:25-33. Demand total
commitment! If they refuse, don’t work with them. The purpose of discipleship is to
have them repeat the process with others; if they refuse to surrender unconditionally
to Christ, they are not suitable for reproduction. Most parents make bad children. If
you see a couple of bad children in the village, follow them home. You will be certain
to find some bad parents. So remember – you are training disciples to be disciple-
makers. Total surrender to the Lordship of Christ and a commitment to obedience to
His commands is paramount.

The Method-Church Planting
Two missionaries named Chinedum and Chigazu were packing to go overseas to
plant churches. They wanted to put everything in the bag that they would need
(symbolically, that is). So they proceeded to pack for the adventure.
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Chinedum said to Chinagazu: “A Bible, we will need a Bible to plant churches”.

Chigazu answered; “Yes, put it in the bag”

Chinedum pulled a plan for a Church building from a folder and showed Chigazu.
Then he said, “We will need a Church building to plant a Church. It will take
purchasing property, getting permits, and getting a contractor to build the structure”

Chigazu replied, “Yes, of course. We can’t plant churches without a ‘church’. Put is in
the bag.

Chinedum then showed him a brochure of a bunch of fancy audio-visual equipment.
“we will want to show the Jesus film and do crusades to save people and get many
members for our new Church. We will need much expensive equipment to attract
large crowds.”

Chigazu responded; “Yes, I love these speakers – and what a great projector! Put it
in the bag.

Chinedum then pulled out a couple resumes for prospective pastors. “We will need a
strong pastor to launch this Church. Look at this person. He has a degree from a
great Bible College. We will have to pay him a good salary to move out there, but he
will be worth it”

“He is perfect!” exclaimed Chigazu. “Put it in the bag”.

“We will need some powerful preaching to draw a good crowd,” said Chinedum.

“And we certainly want a crowd”, said Chigazu.

Chinedum opened his wallet. “This will cost a lot of money. But we will get the
Westerners to give. They always want to support missions”

“Put it in the bag,” said Chigazu

Chinedum zipped up the bag and lifted it, firmly bracing himself. He handed it over to
Chigazu and he nearly fell due to the great weight of the bag.

Chigazu commented: “The bag is real heavy. Do you think it will work?”

Chinedum replied, “This is how we do it, and it works for us”.

Weeks later they boarded a plane for mission-field, they encountered Chikodinaka
on the side of the road on a path. They introduced themselves as missionaries and
told him they had a gift for him from God.

Chikodinaka replied, “Are you sure it is for me?
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They handed him the bag and it nearly crushed him. Chikodinaka got up, furious,
and chased them away. Chinedum and Chigazu barely escaped. Disappointed from
the failure of the mission, they returned home.

“What happened?” Chigazu asked Chinedum.

“I don’t know. It looked too heavy for him” replied Chinedum.

“That was really discouraging,” said Chigazu. “I know we have been called to plant
churches. Now what do we do?

Chinedum had a look on his face and twinkle in his eye as if he was granted some
supernatural insight. “I have an idea. What if we simply follow the New Testament
pattern for our Church planting mission?”

Chigazu responded in delight, “Yes, that is a great idea. Because we know it worked
for them”.

“That’s it then, it is settled” exclaimed Chinedum. “If it is not in the New Testament, it
does not go in the bag”

The men then dumped the contents of the bag unto the table and started repacking
for the Church planting mission with renewed hope and vigour.

Chinedum first grabbed the Bible and said to Chigazu, “A Bible, we will need a Bible
to plant churches.”

Chigazu answered, “Yes of course. That is our model for how we will work. Put it in
the bag”

Chinedum pulled a plan for a church building from a folder and showed Chinazu.
“We will need a church building to plant a church. I mean, we are church planters.
How do you plant churches without a church?

Chigazu replied “Actually, I don’t remember seeing a church building in the New
Testament.”

Chinedum responded in disbelief. “What do you mean no church building in the New
Testament? Where did they meet?

Chigazu opened to Romans 16:3-5 and read, “Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow
workers in Christ Jesus, who for my life risked their own necks, to whom not only do I
give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles, also greet the church that is in
their house”. Then he read 1 Corinthians 16:19: “The churches of Asia greet you.
Aquila and Prisca greet you heartily in the Lord, with the church that is in their
house”. Then he read Colossians 4:15 and Philemon 1:1-2 in rapid succession:
“Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea and also Nympha and the church that is in
her house … To Philemon our beloved brother and fellow worker and to Apphia our
sister, and to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house.”
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Chinedum stared dumbfounded and a bit humbled. “For real, there are no church
buildings in the Bible. They met in houses! That is great news for the mission,
because I know the expense of the building would be a real problem. But they
already have houses? Put it in the bag, brother.”

Chinedum started affectionately looking over the audio-visual equipment catalogues.
“No, not my equipment” exclaimed Chinedum, having realised the ramifications of
their mutual agreement that if it is not in the New Testament, it does not go in the
bag. “So now how are we going to evangelise?”

Chigazu responded, “In Luke 10 Jesus just sent them out in pairs – in fact, he made
the point for them to go empty-handed. They preached the Kingdom of God and
healed people. I mean, they were taught by the Master story teller. Jesus showed
them how to share the message of the Kingdom using simple stories.”

“You know what? That is actually much better than what we are doing,” replied
Chinedum with renewed enthusiasm.

Next Chigazu grabbed the resume of the pastor they both liked, “What about the
pastor? There are pastors in the Bible, aren’t there?

“Well, that is funny you ask. Not exactly,” said Chinedum.

“What? You have to be joking,” remarked Chigazu

Chinedum clarified, “churches certainly had leadership – even house churches. But
each fellowship did not have a CEO-type running the place.”

Chigazu, a bit confused by Chinedum’s mysterious response, balked, “but pastors is
one of the fivefold offices – you know – Ephesians 4:11.

“I know, I know”, said Chinedum. “But all I am saying is that it was not the way we
understand the role. Pastoring is synonymous with shepherding and it was certainly
a vital role. But the shepherds were disciple and trained up from the flock, and
selected based on their character and how they managed their personal households.
These were not seminary trained business-style leaders who were recruited and
hired based on resumes.”

Chigazu, interested in where the conversation was heading, then asked, “Well, if
they are trained up from the body, are you saying the church operated without a
pastor at the beginning? Because I know Paul said to Timothy, leaders should not be
recent converts”.

“Precisely”, responded Chinedum.

“Brother, your theory sounds great,” said Chigazu, “but we agreed it does not go into
the bag unless it is the New Testament. So prove it”.
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Undaunted, Chinedum opened up to Titus 1 and started reading from verse 5: “For
this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains and appoint
elders in every city as I directed you, namely, if any man is above reproach, the
husband of one wife, having children who believe, not accused of dissipation or
rebellion. For the overseer must be above reproach as God’s steward, not sell-willed,
not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain,
but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, devout, self-controlled, holding
fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able
both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict”.

“You can’t be serious,” responded Chigazu, “I have read the New Testament a
hundred times and I never noticed that Paul’s churches were leaderless. This is
amazing! What a discovery. This will make starting our house churches a million
times easier. All we have to do now is make disciples, organise them into
fellowships, and simply disciple them until the Holy Spirit reveals the leadership. Put
it in the bag, brother!”

Chigazu’s enthusiasm sank as he thought out loud, “Well, if we don’t have a pastor,
who will preach the sermons? I mean, without powerful sermons, who will come,
really?

Chinedum answered, “Actually, you don’t find sermons preached in the New
Testament either.”

“Not true, brother,” responded Chigazu, confident he had stumped his dear brother
Chinedum. “What about the ‘Sermon on the Mount,’ ‘Sermon on the Plain,’
‘Stephen’s powerful sermon, and Peter at Pentecost? There is certainly preaching in
the New Testament.”

Chinedum calmly explained, “There is preaching. But NOT to believers. All those
examples were evangelism, not examples of sermons directed at the churches.”

“I see your point”, responded Chigazu. “So what did they do in the churches? Who
led the service?”

“They had an interactive service lead by the Holy Spirit. I mean one would teach,
then another would lead a song, and they even spoke in tongues and prophesied in
turn. It is right here in 1 Corinthians 14:26; let me read it, “What is the outcome then,
brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a
revelation, has a tongue, and has an interpretation. Let all things be done for
edification.”

“So it looks like no person ran the show, but rather all who were so inclined
participated as the Spirit led, “noted Chigazu. “This takes a lot of pressure off the
would-be pastor. It really sounds great! Let’s put it in the bag.”

“Another thing I noticed in reading 1 Corinthians 11, is that they shared the Lord’s
table as a full meal. I mean every week. They took communion, but not a token wafer
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and a little sip,” said Chinedum. “In fact, they called it the Love Feast. This was the
centrepiece of their meeting together.”

Chigazu, feeling about three inches tall and not understanding how he could have
missed these things (having received so much Theological training!) replied, “Brother,
this is a real humbling exercise. I really never knew any of this. But I am blessed and
relieved. Because I am certain the folks we are ministering to are going to love this.
Put it in the bag.”

Chigazu saw the last item. “Money – that is a sticky issue. What do we find in the
New Testament? Church planting costs a lot. I mean we need the church building,
“then quickly realising, “oh yes, no building. “Then he went right down the list,
“pastor … no pastor, audio-visual equipment … no equipment.

Chinedum interrupted, “I got it, I got it, I know what we need money for!

Chigazu looked confused.

Chinedum continued. “The Bible. We will need money for the Bible. That is the only
thing we need to plant churches!”

Chigazu was laughing nervously, somewhat bewildered as to how such a complex
endeavour as church planting could have been so simple and affordable.

Chigazu contemplated. “So what did the New Testament church do with their money?
I mean, they took offerings, didn’t they?”

Chinedum, eager to answer the question, responded by reading from Acts chapter 4
starting in verse 32: “And the congregation of those who believe were of one heart
and soul: and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own,
but all things were common property to them. And with great power the apostles
were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was
upon them all. For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were
owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales and
lay them at the apostles’ feet and they would be distributed to each as any had
need.”

When Chinedum finished reading, Chigazu answered his own question: “They simply
gave to all as they had need. So the money went to the neediest among them. I am
certain our new house churches will love this”

Chinedum grinned. “Put it in the bag.”

The next week they returned to the mission field. Both were amazed by how light the
bag had grown. They were eager to carry the bag this time, remembering how heavy
it used to be.

They stumbled upon Chikodinaka again. He saw the bag and made a run for it. They
caught up to him and were able to explain to him that it was different this time. This
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time they handed the bag slowly, and held it with Chikodinaka until he supported all
the weight. Chikodinaka was shocked by how light it was.

They all praised God together and the men urged Chikodinaka to take it to his
people. Chikodinaka walked away under the blue sky carrying the package to all the
villages. The missionaries returned home, overjoyed by the successes of their
mission. Mission accomplished! Praise God.

House Church Summary
 Note: the “church” is the people, not the place where the people meet!
 House church is biblical and historical, you can start one today. In your House,

School, Village Hall, Family Compound etc.
 Very effective for Kingdom expansion
 Don’t need a church building – affordable to start
 Naturally reproduce and multiply (see Luke 10 evangelism below)
 Encourage participants’ use of spiritual gifts
 No pressure on “pastor” to handle all teaching and leadership
 Encourages strong families
 Communion celebrated as a full meal weekly, encouraging confession and

repentance, facilitating holiness (all participants contribute to the meal)
 Easy to identify member gifts and send out harvest workers
 Participants encouraged to share lives, personal needs, and with each other

materially.
 Discipling disciples that will make disciples.

Our Lord Jesus Christ made mission of Kingdom Expansion so simple that in all we
need will depend on him. Success of this mission will be measured based on how
you raise disciple that will make disciples by obediently applying the teachings of
Christ.

10 REASONS EVERY CHRISTIAN SHOULD WIN SOULS
THE IMPORTANCE OF SOUL WINNING

1. BECAUSE GOD COMMANDS IT
Soul winning is not an option. It is not a spiritual gift. It is a clear,
unequivocal, unavoidable command of God.

2. BECAUSE THERE IS A HELL
Psalm 9:17 still says, “The wicked shall be turned into Hell and all the nations
that forget God.” Revelation 21:8 still says those without Christ will have their
part in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone.

3. BECAUSE WE KNOW HOW TO ESCAPE HELL
Imagine a man having a cure of a disease and keeping the news to himself.
Imagine seeing someone about to be run over by a car and not trying to warn
him. How much worse it is for those of us who know the only escape from
eternal damnation to keep it from those desperately in need of this truth.

4. BECAUSE THERE IS A HEAVEN
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What a wonderful blessing it will be to be reunited with loved ones for eternity.
What a privilege it will be to be reunited with loved ones for eternity. What a
privilege it will be for us to see those living forever in Heaven, to whom we
have given the Gospel of Christ.

5. BECAUSE IT GLORIFIES GOD
John 15:8 says: “Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall
ye be my disciples.” There are those who say that our prime motivation is not
to win people to Christ but to glorify God. I do not disagree with them, but I
must remind them that the Bible clearly says God is glorified when we bring
forth much fruit, winning soul into the Kingdom of God.

6. BECAUSE IT ENCOURAGES BELIEVERS
When I win people to Christ, bring them to Church, or share their testimonies
with others, believers are encouraged and uplifted. Iron sharpens iron and my
testimony encourages others to do the same.

7. BECAUSE IT PERPETUATES TRUTH FOR THE NEXT GENERATION
The Lord Jesus tells us that believers are like wheat and unbelievers are like
tares. What must be planted every season? It never regenerates itself.
Weeds grow automatically. It takes nothing for wrong to prevail and evil to
predominate. It takes great effort for righteousness to be perpetuated.

8. BECAUSE IT IS A TIMELESS PRINCIPLE
Even a casual reading of the Word of God will convince you that it has always
been right for people who know God to tell people who don’t know God about
God. Remember, it is an Old testament verse that says,

“He that winneth souls is wise.”

9. BECAUSE WE MUST FACE JESUS AT THE JUDGEMENT SEAT OF
CHRIST
“For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ; that every one
may receive the things done in his body, whether it be good or bad. Knowing
therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made
manifest unto God; and I trust also are made in your consciences.” 2
Corinthians 5:10-11 (emphasis mine).

10. BECAUSE OUR HANDS WILL BE STAINED WITH THE BLOOD OF THE
LOST IF WE DON’T TELL THEM ABOUT JESUS CHRIST
“When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him no
warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life;
the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at
thine hand.” Ezekiel 3:18.

Soul Winning Bible Verses For Inspiration
 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who is wise wins souls. Proverbs

11:30.
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 Those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of
heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and
ever. Daniel 12:3.

 And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men”. Matthew
4:19.

 Restore to me the joy of Your Salvation and sustain me with a willing spirit. Psalm
51:12

 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand
what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given
you in that hour, that speak ye; for it is not ye that speaks, but the Holy ghost.
Mark 13:11

 For he who God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the
Spirit by measure unto him. John 3:34.

 And I will pray for the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that he
may abide with you forever. 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17.

 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in heaven. Philippians 2:15-16

 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have
not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. Luke 4:18-19.

 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He hath anointed me to preach the
gospel to the poor; He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty
them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 1 Samuel
30:18-24

 For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I
may win more. 1 Corinthians 9:19.

 To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under
the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so that I might
win those who are under the Law. 1 Corinthians 9:20.

 Let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his
soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. James 5:20.

 Save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear,
hating even the garment polluted by the flesh. Jude 1:23.

 Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to god for them is for their salvation.
Romans 10:1

 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things
to all men, so that I may by all means save some. 1 Corinthians 9:22.

 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.
Matthew 10:7-13

 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good things,
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth
salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigeth! Ephesians 6:15

 Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 1 Peter 4:11.

 If any man speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let
him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified
through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
Daniel 2:28.
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 Howbeit when He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: for
He shall not speak of Himself, but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak:
and He will shew you things to come. John 6:44-45.

CONCLUSION
The call for kingdom expansion started with God through man’s creation down to the
line of Abraham and the Patriarchs in the Old Testament and it flowed to the New
Testament Scripture – Jesus called his 12 Apostles, the 70 and other disciples that
followed thereafter. St. Paul and the rest of the great disciples. We remember the
roles played by the early Church fathers and to His Church today. In this our age and
generation, our God is calling us to be good instruments for expanding His Kingdom
by winning soul for Him. God is calling you.

Men, remember that the life you live is an instrument for Kingdom expansion, how
you relate to others, your family, in your offices or places of endeavour. Let us live in
peace with all men. Strengthen the fainthearted, encourage the weak, help one
another, visit the sick, bear no false witness, remember your body is the temple of
the Holy Spirit – Glorify God with it and your resources.

Be that instrument for Kingdom expansion – and make disciples that will make
disciples of all nations. Join hands in establishing churches so that the unreached
will be reached and in all that we might fulfil genuinely the mandate of our Lord and
Master Jesus Christ. Don’t be left out. Remember, you are the instrument God is
looking for, for His Kingdom Expansion. Don’t forget – “Put it in the bag!”.

A & M 331
1. O Jesus, I have promised

To serve Thee to the end;
Be thou for ever near me,
My Master and my Friend:
I shall not fear the battle
If thou art by my side,
Nor wander from the partway
If thou wilt be my guide.

2. O let me feel thee near me:
The world is ever near;
I see the sights that dazzle,
The tempting sounds I hear;
My foes are ever near me,
Around me and within;
But, Jesus, draw thou nearer,
And shield my soul from sin.

3. O let me hear thee speaking
In accents clear and still,
Above the storms of passion,
The murmurs of self-will;
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O speak to reassure me,
To hasten or control;
O speak, and make me listen,
Thou guardian of my soul.

4. O Jesus, thou hast promised
To all who follow thee,
That where thou art in glory
There shall thy servant be;
And, Jesus, I have promised
To serve thee to the end:
O give me grace to follow,
My Master and my Friend.

5. O let me see thy foot-marks,
And in them plant mine own;
My hope to follow duly
Is in thy strength alone:
O guide me, call me, draw me,
Uphold me to the end;
And then in heaven receive me,
My Saviour and my Friend.

Thank you for listening.

Your Brother, Friend and Bishop,

+ Chukwuma Owerri
Trinity II 2019


