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INTRODUCTION
We thank God for this opportunity of coming together in His presence as we ascribe all
glory, honour and adoration to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen. We express our
gratitude and joy to God for sustaining us from the last Conference (11th Diocesan Anglican
Christian Fathers’ Fellowship (ACFF) which was held at St. Stephen’s Church, Orji (Orji
Area) from Thursday 27th – Sunday 30th June, 2019 with the Theme “Men as Instruments
of Kingdom Expansion: A Call For Soul Winning” Matt. 28:19) till today. May God’s name
alone be praised, Amen.

This year from Friday 17th to Sunday 19th July, 2020, our God has brought us to New
Owerri North Archdeaconry precisely at St. Michael & All Angels New Owerri for our
Conference, which is All Anglican Men’s Association (AAMA) Conference, which we trust
that He will see us through to the end by His grace and mercies. We pray that this same
God will manifest Himself and use us as instruments in propagating His gospel as we
plant and water on earth, that God will bring increase to His glory in our families, churches
and our nation at large even as we discuss in line with the theme “I Planted. . . .” Biblical
Reflection of St. Paul the Great Church Planter (1 Cor. 3:6).

WELCOME AND APPRECIATION
We welcome and congratulate all the delegates to this Conference and pray that God will
prepare us for greater mission in His vineyard and in our society in Jesus name, Amen.

The first quarter of this year 2020 brought total lockdown globally both in economy and
other aspects of life which affected all drastically such as in health, educational system,
movements and even church services , and there were increase in hunger, loss of jobs,
non-payment of some workers, unemployment, etc globally. The world witnessed
challenges and difficulties as never before. The world at large was engulfed with a
dreaded virus known and called coronavirus or COVID-19. This deadly virus has no cure
as the medical experts have rightly told us. So, we were forced to pray as never before as
the Pandemic (Covid-19) ravaged the world and our country Nigeria and our state Imo
were not left out. This Pandemic caused total global lockdown which also brought about
the closure of churches globally and even in Nigeria. Therefore, gathering the fathers in
this Diocese this day is a ‘Miracle’ from our God the Father who alone has solution to
every problem and who has kept us safe from this pandemic, may He receive our praise
and thanksgiving in Jesus name, Amen.

In fact, one can say that our world together with our Churches have survived another ‘war’,
but this time not World War II but war of the global Pandemic COVID -19 which very soon
we are believing God will soon be over by God’s special grace. It is in the midst of this
Coronavirus (Covid-19) that we are holding our Conference, that is why we are observing
all the NCDC (Nigeria Centre for Disease Control) guidelines in this Conference, which
include regular washing of hands in running water or sanitizing of our hands with hand
sanitizers, wearing of face masks as everybody will be on face masks till the end of this
conference, and social distancing in order to keep safe.
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Dear People of God, the Church of God will continue to march on, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against the Church of God. We are calling on all fathers to keep on with
the NCDC precautions/guidelines until this Pandemic is over.

Men and brethren, we thank God for our health workers who have made sacrifices in
keeping to their professions and ensuring that even those who contacted this deadly virus
do not die, we pray that God will bless them and prosper the works of their hands in Jesus
name, Amen. We also sympathize with as many that have lost their dear ones to this
dreaded virus and pray for the comfort of the Holy Spirit upon them, Amen.

We congratulate and appreciate our priests and church workers for God’s leading in
keeping God’s Church particularly in this Diocese of Owerri. Please let us join hands in
thanking God for keeping His people and protecting God’s generals who worked, prayed
and fasted and continue to work as a team both in spiritual aspects and humanitarian
services.

Once more, we welcome the Diocesan Executive of our fathers and Central Planning
Committee of this Conference. We specially thank Engr. Sir Baldwin Onozie the Diocesan
Lay Coordinator together with his team and the Chaplains – Ven. Chimezie Onyenuma
(Chaplain I), Rev Canon Kingsley Oparanozie (Chaplain II) and Rev Canon Godson Okoro
(Chaplain III). We express our gratitude to the Vicar/Archdeacon of New Owerri North
Archdeaconry Ven. Dr. Emma Agoha and his team of Priests/Church Workers and Local
Organising Committee with Sir Ernest Ekemezie as the chairman. Thank you all for
allowing God to use you in planting and watering, which have manifested to the hosting of
this Conference.

We welcome in a very special way our Chancellor, Hon Lady Justice Evelyn Anyadike, the
Registrar and Clerk Sir Chukwuma Ekomaru SAN, and other Diocesan Legal Team. We
pray that God will continue to bless you all in Jesus name, Amen. We welcome all our
Archdeacons/ Administrators, the Priests and Church workers and indeed all the delegates
and our invited guests.

Finally, we salute sincerely all those who have been planting and those who have been
watering in the Church of God. Our prayer is that God will bring increase in our individual
lives, families, churches, communities, and society at large in Jesus Name, Amen.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE NEW OWERRI NORTH ARCHDEACONRY (NONA)

New Owerri North Archdeaconry (NONA)
Owerri North Archdeaconry was created out of the New Owerri Archdeaconry and inaugurated
as an Archdeaconry on Sunday 20th May, 2018 by His Lordship, Rt. Rev. Cyril C. Okorocha,



4

Ph.D, the then Bishop of Owerri Diocese. The Preacher in that service was the Rev. Canon Dr.
Emmanuel C. Agoha.

Before the epoch-making inauguration, NONA was an Area as pronounced by the then Bishop
during the dedication of the new church building of St. Michael and All Angels on Sunday, the
17th day of September, 2017, with Rev. Canon O. I. G. Onyeagocha (now Venerable) as the
first Administrator.

The birth of NONA was the Lord’s doing considering that the pioneer Parish of the
Archdeaconry was inaugurated on 6th December, 2009 as St. Michael and All Angels Parish
with Rev. O. I. G. Onyeagocha as her first Parish Priest. He passed on the baton to Rev.
Canon Dr. E. C. Agoha in August, 2018. On the 28th of June, 2020, the Rev. Canon Dr. Emma
Agoha was collated an Archdeacon by His Lordship Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah
Ph.D. J.P., thus becoming the first Archdeacon of the New Owerri North Archdeaconry.

Parishes
Today, the Archdeaconry has two parishes – St. Michael and All Angels Parish and Blessed
Holy Trinity Anglican Parish. Rev. Onyinyeoma Onyeagocha (now venerable) was the first
Parish Priest of St. Michael and All Angels Parish. St. Michael and All Angels Parish has
another full-fledged station, the Anglican Church of the Redeemer (ANCHOR) located at
Federal Site and Services, New Owerri and a fledging chapel at Imo Housing Extension. The
parishes have impacted positively on their parishioners and the entire neighbourhood.
However, it is expected that they will do better in the coming months and years.

Stations in New Owerri North Archdeaconry
As already stated, the two parishes both together have three full-fledged stations and a chapel.
They are:

 St. Michael and All Angels Church – The Archdeaconry Headquarters
 Anglican Church of the Redeemer
 Blessed Holy Trinity Anglican Church
 St. Michael and All Angels Chapel.

St. Michael and All Angels Church (SMAAC):
St. Michael and All Angels Church began as a Chapel of St. John’s Church, New Owerri in
1997 when Rev. Evans E. Kemka set up a committee headed by Sir Patrick Chukwukere to
build a new church at Federal Housing Estate, New Owerri. On May 18th 2002, the church was
named St. Michael and All Angels Church by Bishop Cyril Okorocha. Before this time, Mr.
Kenneth Chikere was posted to SMAAC as a church teacher. He was supported by many
people who were eager to see that a church spring up within their neighbourhood and they put
in their best to realize the dream. To the glory of God the first church building was dedicated on
3rd December, 2003 by the then Bishop Rt. Rev. Cyril C. Okorocha, PhD.

The first Resident Priest of SMAAC was Rev. Steve Anukam. He was succeeded by Rev.
O.I.G. Onyeagocha in February 2005. Rev. Onyeagocha (now venerable) served in the church
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for close to 14 years before he was succeeded by Rev. Canon Emmanuel Agoha, Ph.D (now
venerable) in August, 2018. Rev. Canon Agoha has since then braced up to the challenges of
expanding the frontiers of the Station, Parish and Archdeaconry using the available human and
material resources. Currently, the Archdeacon is assisted by Evang. Royal Ike (church
teacher). Other church workers that have passed through St. Michael and All Angels include
but not limited to Rev. Emmanuel N. D. Okoroafor, Rev. Engr. Chidi Mbilitam, Evang Anthony
Okoroma (now Rev.) and Evang. Loveday Iheanacho (church teacher).

On the 2nd of February 2020 the Bishop Rt. Rev. Chukwuma C. Oparah, Ph.D, JP laid the
foundation stone of the Ultra-Modern Archdeacon’s house being built by the SMAAC to match
the status of the new Archdeaconry. We thank our Lord Bishop for donation of four hundred
thousand naira (N400,000.00) in support of the new church building under the Bishop’s
Foundation for Mission and Development.

Anglican Church of The Redeemer (ANCHOR):
ANCHOR was established as a chapel of SMAAC on 17th February, 2008 at the residence of
Mr. & Mrs. Ishmael Ubochi in Federal Site and Services, New Owerri. This was a culmination
of the burning desire of the Resident Priest at St. Michael and All Angels then, Rev. O. I. G.
Onyeagocha to expand the gospel beyond the shores of World Bank and Federal Housing
Estate which were the catchment areas of SMAAC.

The Chapel committee was led by Bro. Nwakuche Onwubiko who later became a church
teacher. The Chapel increased by leaps and bounds. Hence, the need to secure a piece of
land within the precincts of Federal Site and Services for its permanent site. To the glory of
God, three plots of land were bought for the chapel at the cost of N7,500,000.00; it was not
easy to raise funds for the land acquisition. To the glory of God, St. Michael and All Angels
raised a total sum of N5,600,000.00 while the chapel (now ANCHOR) raised N1,100,000.00.
Additional N 800,000.00 flowed into the chapel’s coffers through the magnanimity of the then
Bishop Cyril Okorocha who waived the stated sum out of the sum of N2.5m which the Diocese
had loaned towards the acquisition of the land for the permanent site. The chapel relocated to
permanent site on Sunday 17th February 2012. Subsequently, on 13th December, 2013, the
Chapel was named Anglican Church of the Redeemer, Federal Site and Services by His
Lordship, Rt. Rev. Cyril C. Okorocha, Ph.D. who also laid the foundation stone of the new
church building.

The church has continued to grow numerically, spiritually and in infrastructural development.
As we write, the church is still grappling with the roofing of the main church building. Evang.
Nwakuche Onwubiko who was the church teacher of the church from 2008, was succeeded by
Evang. Anthony Chijioke Okoroma (church teacher) in September 2016. Bro. Okoroma had his
Diaconate Ordination in 2017 and was priested in 2018. He served as the pioneer curate of
ANCHOR.
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Presently, the Resident Priest at ANCHOR is Rev. Barnabas Odikanwa. Since assuming duty
in 2018, he has propelled the church to new heights as he poised to complete the new church
building soon and acquire more land for expansion purposes.

Anglican Church of The Blessed Holy Trinity (BHTC) Parish:
On 28th November, 2013, Rev. Canon O.I.G. Onyeagocha, the church teacher, Evang.
Anthony Okoroma and Evang. Joelin Nworgu (EFAC Leader of SMAA) went in search of a
temporary place to plant a chapel within Road 7 Extension of F.H.E. The search took them to
the residence of Mrs. Ijeoma Ike, a parishioner, who when contacted was enthusiastic to
provide a space within her compound for the take-off of the new chapel.

The first church service was held on 1st December 2013 to herald the birth of the chapel at the
residence of Mrs. Ijeoma Ike. The Chapel committee had Bro. John Isiodu as Coordinator.

As the search and prayer for a permanent site continued, a member of the church, Prof.
Anderson Amadioha, who had plots of land at Road 7 Extension, was approached. He
accepted selling four plots of land to the church at the cost of N12,000,000.00. While the
church was thinking of how to raise the money and the modalities for payment, Prof. Anderson
Amadioha and his entire family gave the documents of the four plots of land to the church
through Rev. Canon O.I.G. Onyeagocha for free. The land documents were perfected by the
then Diocesan Register/Clerk Sir Ndukwe Nnawuchi (SAN). Therefore, a church building with
250 sitting capacity was built through massive free giving by the members not only of the
chapel but the entire parish and beyond. Presently, the church is building its parsonage.

To the glory of God, on 16th September, 2017, Bishop Cyril Okorocha Ph.D. performed the
naming ceremony of the chapel and also performed the official foundation stone of the
parsonage. And during the 2017 Synod at Christ Church Owerri, His Lordship graciously
pronounced the church a parish. The mother parish and the chapel worked assiduously to put
things in place. On 4th March, 2018, Anglican Church of Blessed Holy Trinity was inaugurated
as a one-station parish with Rev. Engr. Chidiebere Mbilitam inducted as Vicar. Thus, he has
the record of being the first priest and Vicar of BHTC. The station and parish have been
making giant strides in various areas – spiritual, numerical strength and infrastructural
development.

St. Michael and All Angels Chapel:
During the maiden visit of the new Vicar/Administrator Rev. Canon Dr. Emma Agoha (now Ven)
and his workers to Imo Housing Extension, He saw the need to establish an Anglican church
there. Subsequently, Dr. Kingsley and his wife Pharm. Mrs. Chioma Nworgu were approached
to allow the new chapel begin in their private resident. On Ash Wednesday – 6th March, 2019,
with an early morning service conducted by the Vicar/Administrator, the chapel took off in the
house of Dr. & Mrs. Kingsley Nworgu. The couple made an uncommon sacrifice by donating
their sitting room for the take-off of the chapel until canopies were acquired and erected within
their compound. The congregation is increasing by the day. Hence, the urgent need to secure
land for permanent site of the chapel. The Administrator and Vicar of SMAAC, Ven. Emmanuel
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Agoha, Ph.D. has made strident calls on good spirited persons to assist the chapel in acquiring
a parcel of land, for as it is said, the church will continue to march on and the gates of hell will
not prevail against her. We are grateful to Sir Chris Esomonu and his family who have made
available to the chapel two plots of land on rent free basis for two years. It is expected that
good spirited individuals will support the church to acquire a permanent site for the fledging
chapel either jointly or individually before the expiration of the two-year rent period.

At the inception of the chapel, the then Administrator Rev. Canon Dr. Emma Agoha (now
Archdeacon) asked Evang. Loveday Iheanacho (his church teacher) to look after it. In January
2020, the Bishop Rt. Rev. Chukwuma C. Oparah, Ph.D. JP, posted Ord. Nnamdi Okereke as
church teacher to the chapel under the supervision of the Vicar/Archdeacon.

The foregoing is not exhaustive as a large chunk of details were not included so as to make
the history of the fast growing Archdeaconry as brief as possible. This sketch was put together
by the History Sub-committee of the 2020 AAMA LOC made up of the following:

 Sir Barr. Arthur Nkwocha - Chairman
 Sir John Njoku - Member
 Mrs. Ijeoma Ike - Member
 Sir Lambert Njoku - Member
 Mr. Festus Nwansi - Member
 Dr. Ebenezer Emeribe - Secretary

To God Be The Glory. Amen.
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ABRIDGED CURRICULUM VITAE OF RT. REV. GEOFFREY ENYINNAYA
OKOROAFOR

BISHOP OF EGBU DIOCESE – THE GUEST PREACHER

Date of Birth: 2nd February, 1959
Home Town: Umuokoro, Eziama, Ngor Okpala L.G.A. of Imo State
Parentage: Ezinna Christopher Nnanta and Ezinne Margaret Onyeriji Okoroafor

both of
blessed memory.

Education: University of Port Harcourt (English & Literary Studies).
Alvan Ikoku College of Education (AICE), Owerri (English/Social

Studies).
Trinity Theological College, Umuahia
Lasbrey Teachers’ College, Irete
Okpala Secondary School, Okpala
Community School, Uzoagba

Priesthood: Deacon: July 06, 1997
Priest: December 06, 1998

Preferments: Canon: April 02, 2006
Archdeacon: June 07, 2008

ELECTED INTO EPISCOPACY: January 09, 2013

CONSECRATED AS BISHOP OF EGBU: February 24, 2013

ENTHRONEMENT AS BISHOP OF EGBU: May 02, 2013

POSITION HELD:
1. Vice Principal (Administration) Archdeacon Dennis Foundation International Boys’

Secondary School (ADFIBSS) Egbu 2000 – 2002.

2. Senior Boarding House Master (ADFIBSS) Egbu 1996 – 2002

3. Senior English & Literature Master (ADFIBSS) Egbu 1996 – 2002

4. Chaplain – Anglican Youth Fellowship (AYF) Diocese of Egbu - 1998 – 2002

ADMINISTRATOR/ARCHDEACON OKPALA ARCHDEACONRY: 2004 – 2012

MARITAL STATUS: Married to Mrs. Ngozi Chioma Okoroafor (Nee Ahumibe).
Blessed with a Daughter Chimdiuto Ihuoma Somtochi Okoroafor
and a son Enyiomachi Okoroafor.

HOBBIES: Football, Reading, gospel Music.

MOTTO: Humility in Service
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NEWS WITHIN THE DIOCESE

Fathers’ Day 2020:
This was celebrated on Sunday, 21st June, 2020 in all our churches. It was an opportunity
for our men to be inducted as Anglican Christian Fathers. The celebration brought revival
among fathers in our churches as many of our churches had revival programmes within the
week. To God be the glory.

Christmas Get-Together for Clergy and Wives:
This was held at St. Augustine Amaukwu Orodo on the 20th December, 2019. We thank
God for that grace of fellowshipping today,
Christmas Get-Together for the Retired Church Workers & Wives – This was held at
CATOL on 12th January, 2020. It was a time for all our retired Church workers and their
wives to come together to celebrate our Lord’s goodness upon our lives with the Bishop
and Mama Owerri. We thank God that apart from the usual gift from the Bishop, Mama
Owerri also gave gift to their wives. We bless the Lord for an opportunity to gather His
generals who have once laboured in His Vineyard and retired. We thank Rev. Chima
Iwuchuwku for being a good instrument in the over-sight of our retired workers and wives.

Diocesan Elders Forum:
We thank God for the Diocesan Elders Forum. They had their thanksgiving this year on
Wednesday 15th January 2020. Also, they celebrated Christmas get-together with the
Bishop and wife; where each went home with a gift. We thank the Coordinator Rev. Chima
Iwuchukwu.

Foundation Stone-Laying:
24/07/19 - New Chapel Building of St Mark’s the Evangelist Chapel Bishop’s Court
24/07/19 - New Ultra-Modern Diocesan Secretariat Complex
11/08/19 - Bishop George Cockin Anglican Church Building, Wetheral Road,

Owerri.
11/08/19 - Bread of Life Anglican Church Building, Plot 128, Okigwe Road,

Off Item Street
18/08/19 - Fountain of Life Anglican Church Building, Uratta East Layout,

Owerri
17/09/19 - Five Class-Room Block built in memory of Late Mr. & Mrs.

Lucious & Leticia Onumajuru (Parents of Barr. Collins Onumajuru ’88
set) A.D.J.S. Mbieri.

17/09/19 - Fencing at Principal House by H.R.H. Uche Egenti (84 set),
A.D.J.S. Mbieri.

17/09/19 - Chapel Building built in memory of Late Ven. Augustine Emeana
Ucheghara (Principal A.D.J.S. 1981-1986, by his children) at A.D.J.S.
Mbieri.

17/09/19 - Clinic/Sick Bay built in memory of Late Mr. Sylvester Nnanna
Onwuzuruigbo (Father of Dr. Kingsley Onwuzuruigbo 1988 set), A.D.J.S.
Mbieri
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17/09/19 - School Refectory built in honour of Chief & Lolo Victor Iroegbu
(Parents of Chief & Lolo Nnamdi Iroegbu 87 set) A.D.J.S. Mbieri

02/11/19 - School Building of St. Paul’s Church, Ubaha-Orodo.
08/12/19 - Church of Resurrection Umudagu Mbieri, Security House, Sexton

House and Toilet building by Women’s Ministries.
08/12/19 - St. Peter’s Umunjam Lock-up Shops (Women Ministries).
02/02/2020 - St. Michael & All Angels Church, New Owerri North Archdeaconry

House.
07/03/2020 - St. Michael & All Angels Parsonage, Umuorii Uratta.

Planting/Naming of New Churches:
07/07/2019 - Christ Anglican Church Chapel Umuchilewe Ifakala (Planted)
13/07/2019 - Christ Anglican Church Chapel Owerrekalu Ifakala (Planted)
28/09/2019 - St. Peter’s Anglican Church Chapel Okwuele Irete (Planted)
11/08/2019 - Bishop George Cockin Ang. Ch, Wetheral Road Owerri (Named)
11/08/2019 - Bread of Life Ang. Church, Plot 128 Okigwe Road, Off Item

Street (Named).
18/08/2019 - Fountain of Life Ang. Church, Uratta East Layout Owerri (Named)
08/09/2019 - New Generation Ang. Chapel, Diocesan Knights Secretariat,

Bishop’s Court, Owerri (Planted)
08/09/2019 - Holy Trinity Ang. Chapel Obazu Mbieri (Planted)
08/09/2019 - Anglican Chapel Umunjam (Planted)
28/09/2019 - St. Peter’s Ang. Chapel Umuelele (Planted)
13/10/2019 - Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti Chapel, Onitsha Road, Owerri

(Planted)

03/11/2019 - Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti Chapel, Egbeada, Owerri/ Orlu
Road (planted)

26/02/2020 - St. Silas Ang. Chapel Amawire Uratta (Planted)
10/05/2020 - Emmanuel Ang. Chapel Area L New Owerri (Planted)
31/05/2020 - Anglican Church of the Pentecost Area ‘D’ New Owerri (Planted

& Named).
31/05/2020 - St. Titus Chapel Umuoba Uratta (Planted)

Dedication of Projects:
25/07/2019 - All Saints’ Church Umuguma: Marble Pulpit, Lectern, Reading

Desk, Altar Table & Baptismal Font.
11/08/2019 - St. Peter’s Church Ikenegbu: Ultra Modern Security House.
30/12/2019 - St. John’s Church Hall Umuomumu Mbieri
07/03/2020 - St. Michael & All Angels Church Umuorii and Bore Hole.
09/06/202 - Ogwa Mission General Hospital Theatre & Post Theatre Ward.
23/11/2019 - Five Class-Room Block built in memory of Late Mr. & Mrs.

Lucious & Leticia Onumajuru (Parents of Barr. Collins Onumajuru ’88
set) A.D.J.S. Mbieri.
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23/11/2019 - School Refectory built in honour of Chief & Lolo Victor Iroegbu
(Parents of Chief & Lolo Nnamdi Iroegbu 87 set) A.D.J.S. Mbieri

Confirmation:
14/07/2019 - Ohii Parish - 59
10/08/2019 - Ekwereazu Ogwa Parish - 58
11/08/2019 - Ikenegbu Parish - 78
17/08/2019 - Ubomiri Parish - 73
18/08/2019 - Aladinma Parish - 63
25/08/2019 - Amakohia Parish - 65
01/07/2019 - Uzii Parish - 62
15/09/2019 - St. Andrew’s Ogwa Parish - 28
29/09/2019 - Ochii Ogwa Parish - 67
02/11/2019 - Ubaha-Orodo Parish - 32
17/11/2019 - Awo-Mbieri Parish - 75
22/11/2019 - ADJS, PEACE College, OCOGRAM- 65
08/12/2019 - Umunjam Parish - 53
14/12/2019 - Ndegwu Parish - 44
15/12/2019 - Orodo Parish - 51
22/12/2019 - H.T.C. Uratta Parish - 70
29/12/2019 - Umuagwuru Mbieri Parish - 35
05/01/2020 - Obazu Mbieri Parish - 77
26/01/2020 - Owerri Parish - 129
02/02/2020 - St. Michael New Owerri Parish - 93
08/02/2020 - Orogwe Parish - 112
09/02/2020 - Obinze Parish - 61
23/02/2020 - Ogbaku Parish - 62
07/06/2020 - CATOL Parish - 118
11/07/2020 - Achii Mbieri Parish - 72

Ordination/Preferment
07/07/2019 - Trinity Diaconate Ordination: Rev. Benjamin Nlemchukwu

24/06/2020 - Installation of Canons
(1) Rev’d Canon Jonah C. Nwebo
(2) Rev’d Canon Ozioma Aririatu
(3) Rev’d Canon Lloyd Eze Osuagwu
(4) Rev’d Canon Daniel Nzediegwu
(5) Rev’d Canon Emmanuel Onuoha
(6) Rev’d Canon Chikezie Nwakwue
(7) Rev’d Canon Eleazer Okere
(8) Rev’d Canon Onyekachi Awujo
(9) Rev’d Canon Ernest Mbah
(10) Rev’d Canon Donald Awujo
(11) Rev’d Canon Godson Okoro
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27/06/2020 - Collation of Archdeacons
(1) Ven. Timothy Igbokwe
(2) Ven. Davidson Opurum
(3) Ven. Michael Ndukwe
(4) Ven. Dr. Emmanuel Agoha
(5) Ven. Dr. Japhet Nwachukwu
(6) Ven. Onyinyeoma Onyeagocha
(7) Ven. Bertram Iheanacho

Parish Inauguration
05/07/2020 - Inauguration of Obilubi Parish and Induction of Rev. Michael Obi

as the Vicar of the Parish.

Donations/ Supports/ Palliatives
16/12/19 - Nathan Udogu’s Foundation (NGO) with Bishop’s Foundation For
Mission &

Development donated food-stuffs, clothes and cash to needy women in
the Diocese for Christmas Celebration.

15/01/2020 - Bishop donated a Car to Rev. & Mrs. Paul Obilor courtesy of Sir & Lady
Chukwuma Ekomaru, SAN.

02/02/2020 - Bishop’s Foundation made a donation of N400,000.00 to aid St. Michael
& All Angels Church, New Owerri North Archdeaconry in the building of
the Archdeaconry House.

07/03/2020 - Bishop’s Foundation made a promise to roof the Parsonage of St.
Michael & All Angels, Umuorii Uratta

24/04/2020 - Palliatives from Imo State Government to Owerri Ecclesiastical
Province, Anglican Communion as follow: 1,998 No. of 10kg bags of
rice, 994 tubers of yam, 120 No. of 1 litre groundnut oil and 63 sachets
of tomato paste.
Out of which Owerri Diocese received 259 No. of 10kg bags of rice, 129
tubers of yam, 15 No. 1 Litre of groundnut oil and 63 sachets of tomato
paste.

24/05/2020 - Bishop’s Foundation For Mission & Development donated Three
Hundred Thousand (N300,000.00) Naira only to Archbishop Benjamin
Nwankiti Anglican Chapel Egbeada, Orlu Road, Bishop & Wife donated
Twenty Thousand Naira (N20,000) to the first baby born in the chapel
and three (3) bags of rice to Church members.

31/05/2020 - Bishop’s Foundation for Mission & Development donated Four Hundred
and Fifty Thousand Naira (N450,000) only to Anglican Church of the
Pentecost, Area ‘D’ New Owerri for Musical Instruments, Generating Set,
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etc and Mama Owerri donated Lectern while the Women’s Ministries
donated a set of Musical drums.

31/05/2020 - Palliatives from Bishop’s Foundation for Mission & Development to
Archdeaconries/Areas in the Diocese; supported by the following:
fathers of the Diocese with N2M, Knights of St. Christopher (N
500,000.00), Women’s Ministries (N500,000.00), Hon. Barr. Okey
Onyekama ( N100,000.00) , Lady Stella Ndogu under the Nathan’s
Foundation (N 200,000.00), Prof Lady Ngozi Anyanwu ( N 50,000.00),
Dr Uche Udom (N100,000.00), Sir & Lady Enuch Chukwure (N 250,
000.00).

10/06/2020 - Palliative from Imo State Government to Owerri Ecclesiastical Province,
Anglican Communion as follow: 380 No of 50kg bags of rice, 102 No.
bags of beans, 100 No. bags of garri, 31 No. 20 Litres of Palm Oil and
600 cartons of Indomie Noodles. From which Owerri Diocese received
49 No. 50 kg bags of rice, 13 No. bags of beans, 12 No. bags of garri, 5
No. 20 Litres of palm oil and 78 Cartons of Indomie noodles.

Other Donations received by the Diocese include:
- Prof. Okey Igbonagwam donated four Computer Systems to OCOGRAM

Mbieri.
- Engr. Sir Obioha Dike donated 10 set of desktop computers, 2 laptop

computers, 2 Blue Gate 1.2 KVA UPS, to OCOGRAM Mbieri.
- Dr. Mike Ihemeaguba donated 10 No. Sports Kits to OCOGRAM Mbieri and his

scholarship to 40 students of OCOGRAM
- Diocesan Relief Fund by Engr Sir & Lady Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu – N 1M. We

encourage good spirited individuals to support this fund so that we can provide relief
for our people especially during this pandemic and beyond.

Celebrations and Joys:
28/07/19 - 60th Anniversary Celebration of the Diocese
10/08/19 - 80th Birthday and 60th Wedding Anniversary of Sir & Lady H. Elenwoke
28/08/19 - Formal Handover and Official Opening of Ogwa Mission General

Hospital, Ogwa
03/11/19 - Reception of Bishop & Wife by Mbieri Community.
04/11/19 - Formal Opening of Diocesan Women’s Ministries Skills

Acquisition Centre, Orogwe .
27/11/19 - ADOWPAC Convention From 27th Nov to Sunday 3rd December, 2019
30/11/19 - Wedding of Engr. & Mrs. Iheeanyichukwu Ndukwu
01/12/19 - Induction of Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, Ph.D, JP by the
Imo

State Brigade Command as the Grand Patron.
07/12/19 - Silver Jubilee Wedding Anniversary of Prof. Sir & Lady Emmanuel

Inyama
21/12/19 - Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Chisom Ogbonna
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26/12/19 - wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Chukwuemeka Umuenweke
27/12/19 - Bishop & Wife celebrated Christmas Party with the Women of Ebenezer

Anglican Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa
28/12/19 - Diamond Jubilee Wedding Anniversary of Sir & Lady Herbert Eronini
28/12/19 - 25th Wedding Anniversary & 17th Corronation Anniversary of His

Majesty, Eze & Ugoeze Samuel Agunwah Ohiri.
30/12/19 - Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Justice Nwafor
02/01/2020 - Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Ikechukwu Iheme
11/01/2020 - Wedding of Chief & Lolo Jonah Onuoha
18/01/2020 - Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Chukwuka Opara
28/01/2020 - Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Iheanyi Onyekuru
01/02/2020 - Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Steve Obinna
29/02/2020 - 80th & 71st Birthday of Engr. Sir Baldwin & Barr Lady Becky Onozie

Our Sorrows:
05/09/19 - Burial of Mrs. Eunice N. Nwobia, the mother of Archbishop of Aba &

Bishop of Isiala-Ngwa North Diocese Most Rev Isaac Nwobia.
09/10/19 - Burial of Lady Sabina Nwachukwu ( the wife of Late Prof Sir Mike

Nwachukwu), St. Paul’s Church Ubakuru Mbieri.
10/10/19 - Burial of Chief Harrison Uwakwem, father of Dr. Ben Uwakwem, St.

Peter’s Church,Umuozu Isi-Mbano Diocese
11/11/2020 - Burial of Late Sir Samuel Onyenagorom, Uncle to Diocesan Chancellor,

Hon. Justice Lady Evelyn Anyadike at St. Peter’s Church, Ezioha
27/11/19 - Burial of Late Rev. Canon Macaulay Nwogwugwu(Rtd), the father of Sir

Sam Uche Macaulay, Ukwa Diocese.
28/11/19 - Burial of Late Noel O. Ezeofor, the father of Bishop Ezeofor at St.

John’s Church, Oko
05/12/19 - Burial of late Mr. Maxwell Njiribeako at CATOL
17/01/2020 - Burial of late Mrs. Janneth U. Iheme, St. Stephen’s Church, Amankuta
15/01/2020 - Burial of late Mrs. Lucia Njoku, mother in-law to Rev. Canon Ernest

Mbah at Umuezealagu Nsu
24/01/2020 - Burial of L/R Nathaniel Madu Okorie at St. Paul’s Church, Ubaha-Orodo
13/02/2020 - Burial of late Mr. Ebenezer Ohanyere, father in-law to Bishop of

Abakaliki Diocese at St. Paul’s Church, Umueze Oboro Ogwa
21/02/2020 - Burial of Sir Sydney E. Nwuba at St. John’s Church, Ndegwu.
24/02/2020 - Burial of late Lady Felicia Ngozi Ozuzuoma at St. Thomas Church,

Umuagwuru Mbieri
28/02/2020 - Burial of late Mr. Hilary Emejuru, father of Mr. Solomon Emejuru

(Bishop’s Driver) at St. Thomas Church, Umuagwuru Mbieri.
11/03/2020 - Burial of Late Engr. Sir Mike C. Chukwuezi at St. Barnabas Church,

Umudim Ikeduru Diocese.
27/03/2020 - Burial of Elder Edwin Nosiri at Holy Trinity Church, Obazu
05/06/2020 - Burial of Ugoeze Lady Comfort Okoro, Holy Trinity Church Ihiteoha,

Uratta.
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We sincerely condole with all our members who lost any of their dear ones, both those
captioned or not. We pray for the comfort of the Holy Spirit, in Jesus name, Amen.

NEWS FROM PROVINCE

The Provincial Council Meeting was also held at the Cathedral Church of St. Michael and
All Angels, Ife, Diocese of Mbaise on Friday 31st January, 2020 with the theme “The Fear
of the Lord” (Jos 24:14). The Episcopal Synod was held on Thursday 30th January 2020.

NEWS OF CHURCH OF NIGERIA

The new Primate of the Church of Nigeria Most Rev. Henry Ndukuba assumed duty on the
25th March, 2020 following the retirement of the former Primate – Most Rev. Dr. Nicholas
Okoh. The celebrations of the Valedictory/Thanksgiving and Presentation of the new
Primate was disrupted as there were reduction in the number of attendance as a result of
the deadly Coronavirus as that was when Nigeria first witnessed the outbreak and the
Federal Government issued a restriction on the number of worshippers.

IMO STATE AND OUR NATION NIGERIA

We thank the Federal Government of Nigeria and Imo State Government for their

passionate love for their citizens which they demonstrated during this pandemic and

measures they have taken to contain the coronavirus.

Nonetheless, we want to state categorically that Nigerians need “the hook to fish and not
fish”. Therefore, we are appealing to government at all levels to create job opportunities in
order to combat the ravaging unemployment in Nigeria as well as social vices or

insurgencies that are caused by unemployment.

We also appeal to the government to safeguard the lives and properties of her citizens as

the uncontrollable level of insurgencies and wanton destructions are at the increase as

people no longer sleep with their two eyes closed because of kidnapping, herdsmen, Boko

haram, rubbery, banditry, rape and other vices are on the increase.

We pray that the good Lord who have put you in that position of authority will enable you to

listen to Him and find solution in Him for He is the only answer to all our problems.

We want to acknowledge your response towards the dreaded COVID-19 virus and we

immensely appreciate all the health workers who made themselves available for God’s use

in the continuous fight for this deadly virus, which has no known cure yet.
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We appreciate the efforts of the Presidential Task Force on COVID-19 and the NCDC

especially in creating awareness and the interventions made so far. Our appreciation also

goes to the Imo State Presidential Task Force on COVID-19 led by Prof. Moris Iwu. We

thank them for their sensitization exercise in Churches and other religious institutions and

appreciate their gifts of hand sanitizers and face masks to our church.

May God bless us and shield us from this deadly virus and continue to protect us from

other harms and dangers and may He guide our leaders in Jesus name Amen.
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CONFERENCE THEME
“I PLANTED . . . . ” Biblical Reflection of St. Paul the Great Church Planter (I Cor. 3:6)

Planted is the past tense of the verb plant. The verb plant simply means to place ( a seed
or plant) in a soil or other substrate in order that it may live and grow. Plant as a noun is
an organism that is not an animal, especially an organism capable of photosynthesis;
typically a small or herbaceous organism of this kind, rather than a tree. Simply put that
plant is any creature that grows on soil or similar surfaces including plants and fungi.

On the other hand, seed is a fertilized grain, initially encased in a fruit, which may grow
into a mature plant. It can also be seen as a fertilized ovule, containing an embryonic plant.
As uncountable noun, seed is an amount of fertilized grain that cannot be readily counted.

In our context, to plant means to sow seed of the gospel in people’s heart, to establish
churches where God’s people gather for worship and fellowship.

The word “seed” is used in the Bible to either describe an offspring as in Act 13:23, Rm 1:
3, 4:13, Heb 11:11, Gal 3:16, 2 Tim 2:8, etc or the Word of God as in Mt 13: 1-23, Mk 1 - ,
Lk 8:4 ff, etc. The seed as offspring is not our major focus rather the other usage of seed
as the Word of God which exists in many forms as in the word plant. This seed, no matter
where it is sown, sprouts up one day. Sometimes the seed may shoot up early than
expected. But sometimes the seed stays dormant for decades but eventually ends up
transforming the person or community. The best thing about this seed is that it is not only
restricted to the scriptures but for every mention of our testimonies and the supernatural
attributes of God.

There was a testimony of a family about what a seed is and how it works in believer’s life.
A mother was born and raised in a Pagan family. In her school days, she once heard a
Christian missionary proclaimed that nothing is impossible for Jesus. He further said
“Jesus can heal you of every disease”.

The woman being a Pagan not only ignored it but also laughed at the missionary for his
statement. Time passed on. Probably after two decades, here she was with a 20-day old
baby in her arms who was severely sick and doctors couldn’t help. The father says that he
gave up hope that the child would live to see the next day. The child was their first born.
They could not bear the pain about losing their child. It was on 23rd night after his birth, out
of nowhere, the woman remembered what the missionary said decades ago. She believed
in that word and prayed a prayer of broken heart that night asking Jesus to heal her child.
She even declared she would name her child Lazarus if he was healed. The next day, they
said that the child woke up just fine with no symptoms of any sickness.

The seed in the women’s case was just a plain statement about Jesus. It wasn’t a verse or
reference from Bible. And it sprouted after two decades. And this testimony of that mother
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about Christ could be a seed to someone else. It’s just perpetual. Every seed about Christ
does not wither or die.
May God give us understanding as we continue, in Jesus name, Amen.

What does 1 Corinthians 3:6 mean?
In 1 Cor 3: 6, Paul uses an agricultural metaphor to describe how the work of God is
accomplished on earth. Paul simply planted the gospel – that, by implication means that
Paul introduced the people of Corinth to the message of salvation for the forgiveness of
sin through faith in Christ. This parallels Jesus’ description of gospel of evangelism as
sowing of seeds (Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23). Paul describes Apollos as watering this seed,
which likely means that Apollos provided additional teaching, helping the seed of the
gospel to take root in the hearts of the Corinthians. It could also mean Apollos was there to
begin guiding the believers of Corinth in their discipleship. This by implication means that
both men served God by doing the tasks given to them by God and God Himself is the One
who caused the seed/plant to grow. God gave to the Corinthians the ability to believe the
gospel through the Holy Spirit and in the end, God’s work among the Corinthians is the
work that matters most not necessary the instruments which were used in achieving God’s
purpose which is one (Eph 4 :4).

As Christians, we have been called to call others; God has given us the mandate through
His Son Jesus Christ to go and make disciples of all nations; so it is our collective
responsibilities to make sure that the lost world (souls) turned back to Christ through our
preaching, art of kindness, exemplary living , use of our different talents and spiritual gifts,
etc. As a Diocese, we enjoin you by the mercies of God to follow suit and do the work of
God. The Ministers, Pastors, Evangelists, teachers, laity are only mere instruments used
by God to actualize His purposes in people’s lives. You can be that instrument today,
whom God will use to go and get that drunkard, kidnapper, robber, prostitute, herdsmen
etc to come back to God through the Word of God you preach, through the life of
holiness/life of Christ in you. Your act of giving can put smiles in the life of those orphans or
widows/widowers or other needy members who think that it is the end of the world for them.
You can also like Paul be the instrument God can use to establish/plant the new Church
in your area or in some other areas, God can use you to even donate land for the
propagation of the Gospel, you can donate your house, your buses for evangelism, the list
is unending as long as the work of God is concerned.
May God help us to listen to Him as He speaks in Jesus name, Amen.

Exegesis of 1 Corinthians 3:6
6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. (NIV)
6 I have planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase (KJV)

I planted
The planting of souls in Christ, and the implanting of grace in them, are things purely
Divine and peculiar to God, and the power of His grace; but Paul’s meaning is, that he was
at Corinth, as in other places, the first that preached the Gospel to them; and was an
instrument of the conversion of many souls, and of laying the foundation, and of raising



19

and forming a Gospel church state, and of planting them in it. Paul simply sees himself as
the instrument God used to establish the Church in Corinth but was never the owner of the
Church. One thing is certain, Paul laid a solid foundation in the Church at Corinth rooted
solely in Christ. Paul never introduced himself as the owner of the Church, rather an
instrument God used to actualize His purpose. That was why Paul was bold to tell the
Corinthian Church that the instrument used by God is not important but what matters most
is God through Christ Jesus (v 5). So, Paul realized that initial conversion of people of
Corinth was done by him by preaching to the people for repentance, which was done only
through the grace of God upon him.

Today in our society, some people have taken the place of God in the Church/ministry
either because of what God has used them to achieve, or even their gifts or miracles they
received as coming from God rather from the individual “pastor” or the so called “man of
God”; this perhaps may be the issues with the Corinthian Church, which prompted Paul
with the explanation in verse 5.

As we are planting churches in this Diocese, both the ordained and the lay sent to the field
let us behave like St. Paul and lay a solid foundation based on Jesus Christ not as
“individual pastor”, so that these churches we are planting will be strong and stand every
wind of doctrine.

Apollos watered
The Corinthian Church having heard the gospel of repentance from Paul, discipling for
spiritual growth was done by Apollos who followed after Paul in Corinth, and his ministry
was blessed for edification. He was a means of carrying on the superstructure, and of
building up souls in faith and holiness, and of making them fruitful in every good work.
Each minister of the Gospel has his proper gifts, work, and usefulness even the laymen ( 1
Cor 12:4 – 11); some are planters, other waterers; some are employed in digging the
foundation, and others in putting the blocks and fitting, and laying them in the building; and
others are “Barnabases”, sons of consolation and encouragement, who are chiefly made
use of in comforting and edifying the saints ( Act 4:36) , but God alone gave the increase:
for as the gardener may put his plants into the earth, and water them, but cannot cause
them to grow, this is owing to a divine blessing; and as the husbandman tills his ground,
casts the plant/seed into it, and waits for the former and latter rain, but cannot cause it to
spring up, or increase to perfection, this is done by a superior influence; so ministers of the
Gospel together with their team, plant and water, cast in the seed of the word, preach the
Gospel, but all the successes are from the Lord; God only causes it to spring up and grow;
it is He that gives it increase, spreading, fructifying, virtue and efficacy.

Apostle Paul explains the relation in which his teaching stood to that of Apollos – and how
all the results were from God. This indication of St. Paul having been the founder, and
Apollos the subsequent instructor, of the Corinthian Church, is in complete harmony with
what we read of the early history of that Church in Acts. 18:27; Acts 19:1. After St. Paul
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had been at Corinth (Acts 18:1), Apollos, who had been taught by Aquila and Priscilla at
Ephesus, came there and “helped them much which had already believed”

This simply means that Paul had laboured in establishing the church at Corinth; but
subsequently Apollos had laboured to nourish the church the more and to build it up while
the increase comes only from God not as a result of man’s labour. It is certain also that
Apollos did not go to Corinth until after Paul had left the church in Corinth (Acts. 18:18;
Acts 18:27).

This can be likened to our present day priestly/workers’ disposition which ought to be by
implication the continuation of the work of God from where the other person stops. It is
only God that gives increase as it is neither by power nor might but by the Spirit of God.

God made it grow/ God gave the increase – It is only God who causes the seed sown to
take root and spring up; gives the water and other needed things for them to germinate and
caused them to grow. This idea is also taken from the farmer. It would be in vain for the
farmer to sow his seed unless God would give it life. There is no life in the seed, nor is
there any inherent power in the earth to make it grow. Only God, the Giver of all life, can
quicken the germ in the seed, and make it live. So, it would be in vain for the farmer to
water his plant unless God would bless it (Ps 127:1). There is no living principle in the
water; no inherent power in the rains of heaven to make the plant grow. It is important to
note that the seed would not germinate if it was not planted, nor grow if it was not watered;
but the life is still from God. He arranged these means, and He gives life to the tender
blade, and sustains it. And so it is with the word of life. It has no inherent power to produce
effect by itself. The power is not in the naked word, nor in him that plants, nor in him that
waters, nor in the heart where it is sown, but in God. But there is a fitness of the means to
the end. The word is adapted to save the soul therefore the seed must be sown else it will
not germinate. It is pertinent to note that the Truth must be sown in the heart, and the heart
must be prepared for it – as the earth must be ploughed and made mellow, or it will not
spring up. It must be cultivated with assiduous care, or it will produce nothing. But it is still
God who owns the harvest and who can bless the labour or toils of the farmer and all glory
should be given to God for the good harvest. As the farmer will take no praise to himself
because his Cassava (akpu) and his corn (oka) start up and grow after all his care, but will
ascribe all to God’s unceasing grace and mercies ; so will the minister of God and any
other Christian should not take the glory after all their care, but ascribed all to God.

Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary in looking at 1 Cor 3:6 puts it that the ministers
about whom the Corinthians contended, were only instruments used by God. He that
plants and he that waters are one, employed by one Master, trusted with the same
revelation, busied in one work, and engaged in one design from an Architect. They have
their different gifts from one and the same Spirit, for the very same purposes; and should
carry on the same design heartily.

It is important to note that we should not put ministers in the place of God. As we continue
to grow as a Diocese, let all glory be ascribed to God alone; let us continue to ask Him for
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an increase: increase in spiritual growth, in numerical strength, in dispersion of seeds
through church planting and discipleship, provision of land for the planting and provision of
funds for evangelism and development, Amen.

BIBLICAL REFLECTION OF ST. PAUL THE GREAT CHURCH PLANTER
Apostle Paul made a tremendous mark in the history of Christian evangelism through
planting of churches. As a learned man not only that he planted churches, but he
documented his doctrinal and theological teachings. As Paul studied the Gospel, which
Christ preached and turned to preach Jesus Christ so have many scholars studied Pauline
doctrine and theology and turned to reflect and write on Paul and his theology. This has
given rise to a compendium of books on Paul and Pauline theology. Pauline theology on
mission through planting of churches is our area of interest in this Fathers’ Conference.

St. Paul As a Person
Some scholars have shown interest in Paul with respect to his person and his background.
Gunther Bornkam (Bornkam:1975.3) gives insight into Paul’s autobiography: He notes that
Paul was born in a strict Jewish family, living in Diaspora in Tarsus, our present-day Turkey.
This fact is authenticated by the author of The Acts of The Apostles (Acts 21:39; 22:3). It is
noteworthy that Tarsus was the capital city of the region in Roman Province of Celicia. The
author shows interest in highlighting his place of birth because of the cultural influence it
had on Paul. Tarsus, a centre of trade and commerce, was also particularly renowned as a
centre of Greek culture and education. Donald Guthrie notes that a well renowned
geographer Strabo attaches importance to Tarsus (sometimes even mentions it) in the
same breath as Athens. Paul’s Hellenistic background had influence on his theology (his
knowledge about God).

Donald Guthrie (1982:890) brilliantly puts it as follows:

Tarsus where Paul was born was ‘no mean city’. It was a centre for
learning and scholars generally have assumed that Paul became
acquainted with various Greek Philosophies and religious cults
during his youth there.

This information on Paul’s place of birth by Bornkam is not at variance with Luke’s
account (Acts 22:3; cf 23:34). It implies that Paul spent his childhood in Tarsus and
received his education in Jerusalem. This would imply that Paul’s parents moved to
Jerusalem with him when he (Paul) was still young.

Gunther (1975.4) rightly argues that:

This all too clearly reveals Luke’s inclination to make Paul an out
and out Jew and connect him with Jerusalem as closely and early as
possible. One fact of itself makes Luke’s statement less plausible –
had such been the case, Paul would have mentioned Jerusalem in
his account of himself in Philippians 3:5.
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It is not easy for us to determine which of the two accounts is more historical especially as
St. Paul never named his birth-place. Provoked by his opponents he only proudly speaks
of his Jewish ancestry.

Are they Hebrews? So am I
Are they Israelites? So am I.
Are they descendants of Abraham? So am I.
(2 Cor. 11:22; cf Rom. 11:1)

Paul’s statement affirms that he received his training in law under Gamaliel, a doctor of law,
a Pharisee and a member of the Sanhedrin. Historical perceptive of the two accounts
amounts to the fact that Paul was born in Tarsus, the residence of his parents, and
received his education during his adult age in Jerusalem. He thus imbibed Hellenistic and
Jewish cultures. Both cultures influenced him in his theology.

The author of Philippians (3:5) furnishes us with more details of Paul’s life: “circumcised on
the eight day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of the
Hebrews; as to the law a Pharisee”. Commenting on this, Gunther (1975.4) notes:

These accumulations of terms convey not only his own Jewish
descent, as a matter of race but also his people’s unique religious
standing in the world; this comes out in archaic honorific name
“Hebrews”, just as other terms, “Israelite” and “descendants” of
Abraham”, declare the religion priority of place in which the Jew
glories as a member of God’s chosen people.

Writing further on Paul, Bornkam (1975.4), points out that Paul bore the age-old sign of the
covenant, circumcision, and was proud of his descent from one of the twelve tribes of
Israel, whose first King is also recalled by his Jewish name Saul (Acts 7:58; 8:1, 3, 9:1-8).

We cannot escape the conclusion that these factors, made Paul become a passionate
devotee of the law that prepared him to be a future exponent of theological ideas on the
person of Jesus Christ and his mission and to handle problems which arose in the
churches he planted.

St. Paul as been described as the greatest Church planter in the human race, hence he
laid different foundation of church planting. He pioneered, nurtured, documented and
protected the churches. Above all he raised leaders that took over from him. Every church
planter must raise leaders at whatever stage of the ministry - Stations, Parishes,
Archdeaconries, Diocese etc. This stands as a symbol of Church planting, discipleship and
growth.
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Louis Martyn (2002. 1) describes Paul as “the greatest missionary of Christianity and as its
first Theologian. He designates him as the Apostle to the Gentiles”. Writing further on Paul
Martyn notes that Paul was originally named after the ancient Hebrew King Saul; He took
as his everyday name the Latin Paul, a name with a sound similar to that of his Hebrew
birth name.

Writing on later life of Saul who became Paul, Martyn notes that Paul became a Christian
after experiencing a vision of Christ during a journey from Jerusalem to Damascus. This is
confirmed by the account of Paul’s conversion recorded in (Acts 9:1-19; 25:5-16; 26:12-18).

Significantly he notes:
Paul himself, in referring to this event never uses the term
“conversion” which implies shifting allegiance from one religion to
another; he clearly perceived the revelation of Jesus Christ to mark
the end of all religions, and thus of all religious distinctions (Gal.
3:38); instead, he consistently spoke of God as having “called” him.

Martyn opines that Paul’s call to be a Christian and his call to be an evangelist to the
Gentiles can be seen as a single and indivisible event. He (Paul) further notes that he
recognised the legitimacy of a mission to the Jews, as carried out by Peter, but he was
convinced that Christianity was God’s call to all the world, and that God was making this
call apart from the requirements of the Jewish law.

The revelation Paul received and his seeing Christianity as God’s call to all the world had
tremendous effect on his radical change of his old theological views for his new Christian
views. As for Paul, being saved by God through Jesus Christ is being called. If you were
saved – if you are born again, you have been called. Therefore, we that are saved by
Jesus Christ are called. Halleluiah (Matt. 28:19).

John Browker (1998.390) writing on Paul, his career and achievement impressively notes:

Saul was a zealous young Pharisee who had been strongly opposed
to Christianity when it came prominence in Jerusalem. Yet he
became an enthusiastic Christian, the founder of Churches in the
Mediterranean world, and writer of New Testament letters.

John Browker further highlights an advantage Paul had: ‘Saul was born a Roman citizen
in a family that could trace its descent to the tribe of Benjamin.’ This gave birth to his
name Paulosa. This is translated and reflected as Paul in Acts 13:9, but no doubt he may
always have the two names Saul and Paul.

John Browker (1998.401) throws light on Paul’s last days. He writes:
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… in Rome Paul was kept under house arrest for two years, but he
was allowed to receive visitors. Here he may have written the
captivity letters. The end of his life is uncertain: it is not known if his
case ever came to trial, or if it did, what its outcome was.

Did Paul ever make the journey to Spain that he had hoped for? If he wrote the Pastoral
Epistles from Rome, he made further journeys into Asia Minor. Quoting Eusebius, a great
Church historian, Browker (1998.401) states that Paul was executed in Rome by the
Emperor Nero (54-68 CE). He also notes that Tertullian (second century CE) claims Paul
was beheaded, and others add that the execution site was on the road to Ostia, 3 miles (5
kilometres) outside the city of Rome.

Louis Martyn too is of the view that Paul’s execution occurred in Rome, probably AD62 and
according to him, “Christian tradition from 4th century fixes the date as February 22”.
On St. Paul’s Theology
Writing on Paul’s educational career and on its influence, Louis notes:

Paul’s letters reflect a keen knowledge of Greek rhetoric, something
he doubtless learned as a youth in Tarsus. But his patterns of
thought also reflect formal training in Jewish law as preparation for
becoming a rabbi, perhaps received in Jerusalem from the famous
teacher Gamaliel the Elder (flourished AD 20-50).

It is pertinent to note that Paul in giving age of himself notes that he excelled in the study of
the law (Galatians 1:14; Philippians 3:6). Louis points out the result: ‘his zeal for it led him
to persecute the nascent Christian Church, holding it to be Jewish sect that was untrue to
the law and that should, therefore, be destroyed’ (cf. Galatians 1:13). The author of The
Acts of the Apostles portrays Paul as a supportive witness to the stoning of St. Stephen,
the first Christian Martyr (Acts 7:57-58). Writing on Pauline theology, Louis (2002.1)
brilliantly notes:

Paul’s imagination, deeply rooted in faith and prayer, was so prolific
in ideas that they cannot be compressed. Moreover, in his letters we
never see him present his thought as a unified whole. Instead, we
see individual aspects of it applied to particular situations. There has
been much debate ever since as to how different aspects of Pauline
theology should be related to each other.

We convert others when we allow our lives speak to the lost world without opening our
mouth to preach. The life of stoned Stephen contributed greatly in propelling Paul for
exploits for the Lord. You can be an instrument in the hands of God today. Remember you
are important.
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In addition, there is an on-going scholarly debate as to which letters did Paul actually write.
According to Browker (1998.408), “the central tradition of ‘Pauline teaching’ accepts
thirteen letters attributed to Paul as representing his teaching”.

Louis Martyn elaborated more on this by pin-pointing out the fact that the New Testament
contains thirteen letters bearing Paul’s name as the author, however only seven of these
are almost certainly written by Paul himself: 1 Thessalonians, Galatians, 1 Corinthians, 2
Corinthians, Romans, Philippians and Philemon. This may imply that the thirteen letters
embody his theology, because in these letters, Paul occasionally speaks of his personal
experience and work. They are, therefore, the major source of our knowledge of the
course of his life, and his theology hence most scholars concentrate on them in studying
Pauline theology.

Martyn (2002.2ff) classifies Paul’s theology into five distinct groups: teaching which reflect
his view of Apocalypse, his view of Christ, his concepts of the Law, his view of Human
Beings, his idea of Election and its influence. In conclusion Martyn rightly notes:

Every attempt to summarise Paul’s thought encounters obstacles,
especially the fact that each of the letters was written to specific
church, and Paul felt it necessary to slant his teaching so as to
address that Church’s unique problems and to correct its particular
errors. Even the letter to the Romans – the most systematic of Paul’s
Epistles – fails to provide a complete exposition of Paul’s theology.

John Browker (1998.408 – 409) reflecting on Pauline theology objectively makes certain
observations, which include the following:

i. Paul from his Jewish faith, knew the majesty and transcendence of God and
that God acts in the world, not least in the people of Israel. God also acts in
Christ who, leading on from Moses, brings to completion God’s purpose in
choosing the Jewish people “confirming the promises given to the patriarchs”
(Rom. 15:18). With respect to Christ he did not introduce a new religion. This
implies that Jesus Christ only came to fulfil God’s purpose, will and prophesies.

ii. In Jesus’ life, God has done for people what they cannot do for themselves.
He sees Jesus’ mission as a “rescue mission”. This implies that Jesus came
to rescue the world from a hopeless situation through His crucifixion, death
and resurrection.

iii. He observes human nature as weak. This he notes necessitated God’s rescue
mission. Human nature is fully reflected by flesh (sarx). The flesh betrays and
leads us into actions which are wrong, and eventually leads to death. Human
beings as a result of following the dictates of the flesh, are frail and prone to
sin and death.
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iv. He notes that salvation is brought by Jesus Christ. Using the story of Adam, to
represent man/humanity, and to show that human beings are gripped by sin
and death, he presents Jesus as the second Adam who breaks that grip and
sets them free. Browker highlights different metaphors Paul used to illustrate
this: ‘slave being ransomed’, ‘charges cancelled in a law-court’, ‘shedding of
blood, which marks Passover’ and ‘barriers that divide human beings as
broken down’ (Gal. 2:28).

v. Browker also stresses Paul’s theology on New Life in Christ which begins
when people are baptised and thereby made a part of Christ’s death and
resurrection (cf. Col. 3:3). He highlights Paul’s emphasis on how participation
in Lord’s Supper helps to sustain the union during life on earth and the faith
which is required for this life. This is in line with Paul’s teaching on new life in
Christ (Eph. 1; Rom. 8:28-39; 2 Cor. 5:16-21).

Discussing Paul’s theology on God’s Grace – God’s free gift and acquaintance, Browker
rightly notes that Paul emphasised that the primary response that God looks for is faith,
acknowledging God and living in trust and thankfulness to Him (Rom. 8, Gal 3).

J.D. Douglas writing on Pauline theology on redemption and eschatology according to both
L. Usteri (1824.122) and A.F. Daehne (1835.99) remark that Douglas writing on Pauline
theology on Redemption and Eschatology sought to explain the whole of Pauline thought in
terms of imputed righteousness. (Rom. 3:21 ff). The rationalist H.E.G. Paulus reflecting on
Pauline theology on ‘The New Creation and Sanctification’ (2 Cor. 5:17; Rom 8:29) insists
that Pauline righteousness depicts an ethical, moral concept, while faith in Jesus meant
ultimately the faith of Jesus. He opines that the two ideas in their relationship had a
continuing significance through the 19th century.

Commenting on Baur’s contribution on Pauline theology, Douglas (Douglas: 1982. 896)
notes that, F.C. Baur, sought at first to explain Paul in terms of the spirit given through
union with Christ by faith. Later, however, Baur reverted to the reformation pattern – a
compartmentalized presentation of the various Pauline doctrines without any attempt to
view them from a unified concept (Douglas: 1982.807).

R. A. Lipsius (1953. 201) highlights two views on redemption in Paul’s theology: the
juridical (justification) and the ethical (new creation). This implies that justification of one
through one’s faith makes the one a new creation with new ethical way of life.

Hermann Luedemenn (Hermann 1985.205) reflecting on Pauline theology on redemption
opines that Paul’s teaching on this actually rests on his two views on the nature of man. He
notes that in Paul’s earlier ‘Jewish’ view (Rom 1-4) redemption was a juridical verdict of
acquittal; later, for mature Paul (Rom 5-8) it was ethical – physical transformation from
being in ‘flesh’ to living in ‘Spirit” through communion with the Holy Spirit. It is note-worthy
that the source of his first idea was Christ’s death; while his second concept stemmed from
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Jesus’ resurrection. Hermann notes that Richard Kabisch explains Pauline theology on
redemption differently. To him it meant “deliverance from coming judgement”. The
significance, therefore, is to be found in the eschatology of the apostle.

We may opine that the sum of Pauline theology is that a Christian must walk in newness of
life to show that he actually shares Christ’s resurrection. Historical research since the
Reformation has recognised that Pauline theology is above all a theology of redemption –
redemption from all out-dated patterns of life and behaviour. The 19th century witnessed a
growing emphasis upon present ‘union with Christ’ rather than imputed righteousness as
the central aspect of this redemption and this must reflect on one’s relationship with others
in the society one lives, and one’s dealing with others.

ST. PAUL AND THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH

The Geographical and Religious Background of Corinth and their Influence

Corinth is situated on the narrow Isthmus between the Peloponnesus and Continental
Greece, commanded the land route to the mainland. It teamed with an estimated
population of about 400,000 in the days of St. Paul (Tower: 1963.208). The Aegean sea lay
to the East while the Gulf of Corinth and Lonian sea lay to the West. Corinth was the
capital of the Province of Achaia. It had two important ports – Cenchreae and Lechaeum.
Corinth therefore held a strategic position as a commercial centre. Besides, it was a centre
of Greek learning and culture. These two factors made it a metropolitan city which attracted
people from different cultural backgrounds who had come to dwell there either because of
commerce or the thirst for Greek education. It is noted that its wealth was so celebrated as
to be proverbial; so were the vice and profligacy of the inhabitants.

Worship of Venus was one of the Pagan Traditional Religious Practices. This religion was
carried on in a most licentious manner. Besides, the worship encouraged public prostitution
as a part of the city’s religion. This, of course, negated sanctity of marriage as a divine
institution.

It was in this thriving but morally decadent metropolis of the Roman empire that St. Paul
then the Apostle Paul travelled to in about A. D. 50. His evangelical stay of eighteen
months yielded establishment of a Christian congregation there (Acts 18:1-11). It is
pertinent to note that the Christian congregation was made up of people who had imbibed
the frivolous sexual habit, and people who had attached little or no regard to sanctity of
marriage as a divine institution. We must, however, not loose sight of the fact that the
Christian congregation there must have contained some of those who completely abhorred
immorality and prolificacy of life and as a result of Paul’s teaching decided to live extreme
aesthetic life. No doubt in the new environment in which Corinthian traditional (heathen?)
religion and Christianity co-existed, some married women no doubt opted for the new
religion – Christianity while their husbands remained immovable in their old religion –
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Corinthian traditional (heathen) religion. This might have caused a little friction in such
mixed marriages. We may also rightly think that some widows who had embraced the new
religion were at dilemma what to do since no doubt sound morality and sex within marriage
might have been one of the ethical teachings of the new religion – Christianity. We may
rightly conclude that the task of adhering strictly to Christianity – the new religion may have
posed some problems to some of the converts. Yes the church planted by St. Paul in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ brought light to the Corinthians who were in darkness.

St. Paul’s Missionary Work at Corinth

Corinth Before Paul’s Missionary Visit
Corinth was one of the ancient cities of Greece situated near the southern extremity of the
Isthmus of Corinth, Southwest of the modern Corinth. Discoveries of pre-Mycenaean
pottery in Corinth indicate the existence of a settlement there in ancient times. The city
flourished under the Dorians, who conquered it before 1000 BC (Encarta:2002:1)

There were two harbours, Lechaeum 2.5km west on the Corinthian Gulf, connected with
the city by long walls; and Cenchrae 14km east on the Saronic Gulf (Donald Gulthrie:
1982.229). The city was well situated for trading. In 650 BC Corinth was the chief
commercial centre of Greece. Corinth enjoyed these vantage positions prior to Paul’s
missionary work in the city. According to Louis (2002:1), among the many colonies founded
by Corinth in 7th – 8th BC during this period of her political and commercial prominence
were Corcyra (now Corfu), Syracuse, and Potidaea. Encarta (2002:2) supplies us with
political adventures of Corinth. He records that with the rise of Athens as a rival
commercial and naval power, Corinth joined Sparta against Athens in the Peloponnesian
war (431-404 BC). After the fall of Athens, the Corinthians formed an alliance with that city
and warred against Sparta in the Corinthian war (395-86 BC). In 338 BC, Corinth was
occupied by the Macedonians. The city joined the Achaean League in 224 BC, soon
becoming the leading member. In 146 BC, following absorption of the league by the
Romans, the Roman army destroyed Corinth. Julius Caesar rebuilt the city about 44BC,
and it afterward became capital of the Roman province of Achaea. Corinth was ravaged by
the Goths in AD 395. In the following centuries, it was successively captured by the
Ottomans (1458), by the Venetians (1687), and again by the Ottomans (1715), who held it
until Greek insurgents recaptured it in 1822. In 1858 the city was completely destroyed by
an earthquake. Since 1896, numerous archaeologist discoveries have been made among
the ruins of Corinth, including Greek and Roman sculpture and remnants of some of the
principal Greek and Roman buildings, including the Greek temple of Apollo and a Roman
amphitheatre (Encarta: 2002:1)

Effect of Paul’s Missionary Work at Corinth
Paul’s 18 month’s stay in Corinth in his second missionary journey (Acts 18:1-18) when
Gallio was the Governor of Achaia, resulted to planting a church there. Guthrie (1982.229)
highlights the fact that an inscription from Delphi shows that Gallio came to Corinth as
proconsul in AD 51 or 52 (Acts 18:12-17). His béma – Judgement seat (Acts 18:12), has
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also been identified, as has the macellum – meat market (1 Cor. 10:25). The town is
dominated by the Acro-Corinth a steep, flat-topped rock surmounted by the acropolis,
which in ancient times contained, the temple of Aphrodite, goddess of love. The worship of
the goddess involved cult prostitution. This gave rise to the city’s proverbial immorality.
Guthrie (1982.229) notes that this notorious worship of the goddess was in vogue during
the reigns of Aristophanes about 378 BC and Athenaeus about 573 BC.

Corinth was a very wealthy city of trade. It was also perhaps the most immoral city in the
ancient world. Immorality was actually a part of the worship of the Greek deity Aphrodite, in
whose honour a large temple had been erected. Stephens (1966.31). it was in this city that
the members of the church in Corinth had been brought up. Very few of them knew
anything about the Jewish law or of any law at all.

It is not therefore surprising to find that the church at Corinth seemed to be of a low moral
standard. There is incest in the congregation and no action is taken (1 Cor. 5:1-2). There
are other forms of immorality as well (1 Cor.5:11). Christians went to law court with other
Christians (1 Cor. 6:1-7). Some are saying that sexual promiscuity is a perfectly natural
thing like taking meat (1 Cor. 6:13-19). Christians openly ate meat offered to idols ignoring
the fact that this may tempt new converts to return to idolatry (1 Cor.8:11-12). Others join in
idol feasts, which dishonour Christ (1 Cor.10:14-22). The rich don’t wait for the poor at the
Lord’s Supper (1 Cor.11:21-22). In worship the people behaved in a disorderly way and
cause confusion by suddenly speaking with tongues without any reverence or
consideration for others (1 Cor.14:27-33). It seems that the church in Corinth was guilty of
every possible form of unruliness. We can therefore feel that the way in which Paul dealt
with this Church may well be a guide for those who are called to handle problems of church
discipline in every age. What did Paul do?

1. He thought of the Christians at Corinth, and spoke to them, not as they were, but
as the church, and as individuals, whom God made them to be. They are the
‘Saints’, the chosen ones, set apart, even though as they are yet very far from
‘holy’ in the sense in which we use the word.

2. He urged them to remember what they already were, through baptism example
‘know ye not that ye are a temple of God and that the spirit of God dwelleth in you?
(1 Cor. 3:16 and 1 Cor. 6:19). ‘Ye were bought with a price’ ( 1 Cor.6:20). “Ye are
the body of Christ’ (1 Cor.12:27).

3. He strongly rebuked them for the various abuses in the Church wherever possible
showing them why their conduct was unchristian. It has been pointed out how
often the word ‘therefore’ is used. You were bought with a price, therefore glorify
God in your bodies (1 Cor. 6:20). Christ is sacrificed for us; therefore, let us keep
the feast (5:7-8). Your bodies are members of Christ, therefore no immorality (1
Cor. 6:15). You are saints; therefore, you must not go to law before the heathen
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(1 Cor. 6:1-2). The victory of Christ is certain, therefore be steadfast, unmovable
(15:58).

This background helps us to understand both the many religious, social, and moral
problems treated at length in the Corinthian letters and also what these say about the
extremely proletarian character of the church (1 Cor. 1:26ff). In Corinth Paul worked in a
tent making establishment belonging to a Jew, Aquila, himself a tent maker, and lodged in
his house. Aquila and his wife Priscilla must have been Christians before being forced to
leave Rome owing to the decree of Claudius (Acts 18:2). The reason for their expulsion
may have been disturbances among the Jews because of the gospel. Romans 16:4 and 1
Corinthians 16:19 show how much this couple’s faith, care for the church, and spirit of self-
sacrifice meant for Paul and the church not only in Corinth but also in Ephesus, to which
place they soon moved. We need more of Aquila and Priscilla as we continue in
establishing churches and their stability.

According to Bornkamn (1975.69), thanks to the money brought by Silas and Timothy from
the Churches in Macedonia, Paul was soon able to devote himself entirely to preaching
and missionary work (Acts 18:5). Finance (money) is very vital in church planting. Thanks
for the Macedonian church, an example for us today, churches can sponsor missions. We
thank God for our churches in Owerri Diocese; we pray that the Spirit of Macedonian
Church will rest upon us in greater dimension, Amen.

But in Corinth, too, this led to conflicts with the Jews, forcing the apostle to transfer his
work from the public synagogue to the private house of Titius Justus, a “worshipper of
God”. A church quickly arose, the membership being partly Jewish but largely Gentile.
Paul was able to work for a year and a half here in Corinth (Acts 18:11). However, the
Jews made an uproar and before Gallio, the new proconsul, accused him of treasonable
conduct, but Gallio rejected their charges (Acts 18:12ff). After the uproar Paul stayed
longer in the city, and then went on with Aquila and Priscilla to Ephesus. From there he
travelled without them to Palestine and Antioch and then back to Ephesus. At this point
Acts’ account is brief in the extreme. It mentions only the stopping places on the journey
and the districts which Paul once again passed through, the churches in Galatia and
Phrygia where he had already worked. Only when Paul is back in Ephesus, where he
stayed for some time, did the author of Acts again give a more detailed description.

Development of the Church at Corinth, and Paul’s Relationship with the Church
We first trace the development of the Church at Corinth from the time Paul bade farewell
to it (A.D. 51) down to the beginning of his extensive correspondence with it. How had it
fared? 1 Corinthians written in Ephesus (1 Cor. 16:8) during Paul’s third missionary
journey probably in the spring of A.D. 54, some slate the writing of the letter A.D. 57 or 58
(Dickson:1901.1288), and a short previous letter to which Paul expressly refers (5:9) give
so many details about the church’s past and present life that one is almost bewildered.
The apostle is replying to a large number of questions put to him or commenting on news
brought to him partly by word (1 Cor. 1:11) of mouth and partly by letter: News had also
reached Paul in another way, from the Chloe’s people (1 Cor. 1:11).
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We do not know who Chloe was but must have been someone whom Paul and the
Christians in Corinth knew. Some members of her household either slaves or relatives had
brought Paul news which disturbed him greatly. The Corinthian Christians were quarrelling
with one another. Different groups were claiming the authority of different church leaders
for the different things they believed and practiced. St. Paul put it as follows:

… One of you says, “I follow Paul”
Another, “I follow Apollo’s”,
… “I follow Christ” (1 Cor 1:12).

Margaret Baxter (1987.95) commenting on 1 Corinthians 13, concludes that “the
Christians in Corinth were being jealous and boastful, arrogant and rude, insisting on their
own way, irritable and resentful” – showed they were babies in Christ. May God help us so
that we will never be like them in this aspect in Jesus name, Amen.

The Corinthian Christians were always ready to engage in lawsuits (1 Cor. 6:1-2) and
some Christians were accusing each other in court (1 Cor. 6:1-2) instead of settling
disputes among themselves: It is succinctly reported as follows:

Dare any of you, having a matter against another,
go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints . . .
are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? ( 1 Cor. 6:1-2)

Paul’s missionary work in Corinth no doubt helps to impact moral and religious values to
the people and improve their lives. We cannot overlook the fact that Paul’s missionary
work at Corinth is a pacesetter to the contemporary evangelists in mission and
evangelism especially how he handled church problems/challenges.

The Background of Paul’s Letter to Corinth
One of the most important figures in early Christianity was Saint Paul extensive journeys
as a Christian missionary throughout the eastern Mediterranean. Paul’s goal was to reach
people still untouched by the work of evangelists. This was a strenuous and often difficult
task. He made three separate journeys between the A.D. 40s and 50s, bringing Christianity
to Macedonia and Greece. His missionary work at Corinth, a Greek metropolitan city
resulted in planting of a Christian church there in Corinth. During a fourth trip, however, the
Romans arrested Paul in Jerusalem and probably executed him in Rome in AD 62
because of his faith and the propagation of the Gospel of Christ.

Paul’s letter to the Corinthians was written to deal with problems of Christian life and faith
that had arisen in the Church which Paul had established at Corinth. At that time as noted
before, Corinth was a cosmopolitan Greek city, the Capital of Roman province of Achaia,
noted for its thriving commerce, proud culture, widespread immorality and variety of
religions and religious practices.
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The apostle Paul’s chief concern is to ensure that the churches he planted would be able
to handle their problems or if possible be without having problems among themselves and
be focused to Christ and the teachings of Christ so that they will live in harmony.

CONCLUSION
It is man’s work to plant and nourish (water) the seed of the kingdom. However, the
germination of the seed and the fruit are exclusively God’s design. No man can claim credit
for the fruit of the seed because man can only plant or water the seed (cf. 2 Cor 12:11). All
credit must go to God for the increase because it is He alone who brings increase.

From Paul’s life and ministry, we can draw the following inferences/conclusion:

(1) It is wrong for unnecessary comparison in the work of God as each person has
his/her unique gifts endow by God (Cor 12: 28-39). So, every one should be able to
identify his gifts and use that to God’s glory.

(2) There is reward for every labour ( Rom 2:6, 2Cor 5:10, Mt 25:21,23, 26-30). It is
important to note that God rewards faithfulness.

(3) We are all co-labourers in God’s vine yard in propagating the gospel of the Lord
both ordained and lay and therefore should not work against one another rather we
should complement each other’s effort in the work of God, working in harmony so as
to edify the body of Christ ( Mk 16:20, Act 15:4, 2 Cor 6:1, Eph 4:11;16).

(4) The Church is built on the foundation of the Sonship and Messiahship of Jesus (Mt
16:18-19, 1 Cor 3:6, Eph 2: 20 -22, Heb 3: 3-4, 1 Pet 2:4-5), therefore, no other
foundation which ministers or people should lay expect the foundation already laid
by Christ.

(5) We should know that our successes are all by the grace of God ( Act 9:15, 1 Cor
15:10) for it is not by power nor by might.

(6) People should take heed in doing the work of God in order not to take the glory
which should be ascribe to God to themselves as self abilities or personality is
unstable foundation.

(7) In doing the work of God, team work is required as everybody is important and your
gifts are needed individually and collectively as portray in this saying: onye gbube
achara onye gbube ….

(8) As a church, we need to discover new areas for mission and church planting and at
the same time work in harmony to achieve the mission of the church. In pursuing
the goal of the church, we are encouraged to avoid disputes, but where it arises, it



33

should be resolved as quickly as possible using Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)
in handling conflicts in our churches and communities among Christian brethren.

(9) Paul’s example should be model for us in this age, his evangelical charisma and
approach to issues need to be studied and applied. Central message of Paul is
Jesus Christ despite his height and achievements. He constantly applied humility in
his approach to the churches he planted. Paul saw himself in many communities,
planting and evangelising the then world, therefore we should allow God to use us
wherever we find ourselves to encourage others and establish (plant) churches
because the closer we are, the better so that through us and our ministries/gifts the
kingdom of God will continue to enlarge.

(10) As fathers we have our role to play as Christian fathers in planting and watering
especially in our families, churches, communities and the society at large. Aquila and
Priscilla were examples of Christian family that helped in the propagation of the
gospel, planting and establishing Christian missions with the evangelical Apostle
Paul therefore let us be good instruments in the hands of God in the propagation of
the gospel even through our holy living and good conduct, all to the glory of God.

(11) Corinthian city has a lot in common with the Nigerian society. Corinth was a
cosmopolitan Greek city, the Capital of Roman province of Achaia, noted for its
thriving commerce, proud culture, widespread immorality, corruption and variety of
religions and religious practices. Nigeria the giant of Africa endowed with many
natural resources, with different religions, multi-ethnic groups and diverse cultures
as to the economic city of Corinth, yet the people are in abject poverty, suffering
and dying of hunger, unemployment, insecurity – insurgencies, killings, kidnapping,
herdsmen, boko haram, immorality such as rape, prostitution and the likes,
corruption, cybercrime to mention but a few. Nigerian needs the in-depth gospel
which must reflect in our lives, just as Corinth was enveloped with Paul’s message.
We need to go out to save souls, through church planting, radical evangelism and
discipleship just as St. Paul in Corinth; we are sure that our good God will bring
increase.

Dear people of God, we charge you therefore to go on with planting and watering of God’s
mission field no matter the circumstances, challenges and situations as the Book of
Ecclesiastes 11:4,6 encourages us to continue to sow as we do not know the seed which
will germinate as it is only God that will cause it to grow and also bring increase.

The people of old never cared about the prevailing circumstances; some even gave their
lives like Paul, Peter, Barnabas, Andrew even the CMS missionaries, etc for the Gospel
which we are enjoying and sharing today.

Remember that there will be joy in the morning. That is why those who sow in tears reap in
joy and even those that sow in joy will also reap in joy. It is only God that can fathom what
you reap (1Cor 15:36-38,) as He brings increase. He is beyond comprehension. Just be a
worthy instrument for God’s use.
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When you sow, you reap as you know that aka aja-aja butere onu manu manu. There is no
food for a lazy man (Prov. 20:4). Without sowing, no reaping. But the question is, what are
you sowing? For whatever a man sows, that he shall reap (Gal 6:7) if he sows good, he
reaps good. But God makes it grow.

Go on in doing the work of God, for He who rewards knows how to reward the labours of
our hands. But remember He rewards faithfulness, for faithful servants receive good
reward. It is not only the magnitude of the work, but both the magnitude and quality of the
work done that matter.

We pray that our God of harvest and God of increase will bring increase in His own way
and give us good harvest in His time in Jesus name, Amen.

May God help us to do His work to His praise and glory in the name of God the Father,
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Join me as we sing this Hymn A & M 483

A & M 483

1. We plough the fields, and scatter
The good seed on the land,
But it is fed and watered
By God’s Almighty hand;
He sends the snow in winter,
The warmth to swell the grain,
The breezes, and the sunshine,
And soft, refreshing rain.
All good gifts around us
Are sent from heaven above;
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord
For all his love.

2. He only is the Maker
Of all things near and far;
He paints the wayside flower,
He lights the evening star;
The winds and waves obey him,
By him the birds are fed;
Much more to us, his children,
He gives our daily bread.
All good gifts, etc.

3. We thank thee then, O Father,
For all things bright and good,
The seed-time and the harvest,
Our life, our health, our food,
Accept the gifts we offer
For all thy love imparts,
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And, what thou most desirest,
Our humble, thankful hearts.
All good gifts, etc.

God bless you for listening.

Shalom!

Your Brother, Friend and Bishop,

+ Chukwuma Owerri
Trinity 6, 2020
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