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Introduction

We thank God for this opportunity of coming together in His presence as we ascribe all glory,
honour and adoration to Him alone in Jesus name, Amen. We express our gratitude and joy to
God for sustaining us from the last Conference (5™ DIOCESAN All Anglican Men’s Association
(AAMA) Conference) held at St. Michael & All Angels New Owerri North Archdeaconry, for our
Conference from Friday 17" to Sunday 19™ July, 2020 with the theme “I Planted. . . .” Biblical
Reflection of St. Paul the Great Church Planter (1 Cor. 3:6).

This year by God’'s grace, we are having our 12™ Diocesan Anglican Christian Fathers
Fellowship (ACFF) Conference at Ebenezer Anglican Church, Ekwereazu, Ibeama Ogwa
Archdeaconry starting from Thursday 24" — Sunday 27™ June, 2021 with the theme “The
Beautiful Gate Experience: The Expectation of Every Christian Father (Acts 3). We trust
that our good God will see us through in all our deliberations by His grace and mercies. We pray
that this same God who manifested Himself in the healing of the crippled man at the beautiful
gate (Acts 3) will also be your God in all areas of your life even in difficult times and moments in
Jesus, Amen. We also thank God for the ease of lockdown and calming down of COVID-19
Pandemic as it could only be God who have safeguarded us all this while, nevertheless we are
observing all the COVID-19 Precautionary measures from the COVID-19 Strategy and
Implementation Committee.

Welcome and Appreciation
We welcome and congratulate all the delegates to this ACFF Conference and pray that God will
prepare us for greater mission in His vineyard and in our society.

We welcome the Diocesan Executive of our fathers and Central Planning Committee of this
Conference. We specially thank Engr. Sir Baldwin Onozie the Diocesan Lay Coordinator together
with his team and the Chaplains — Ven. Chimezie Onyenuma (Chaplain 1), Rev Canon Kingsley
Oparanozie (Chaplain Il) and Rev Canon Godson Okoro (Chaplain Ill). We express our gratitude
to them.

We congratulate the Archdeacon and wife — Ven. & Mrs. Emeka Ekeanyanwu, Rev. Canon &
Mrs. Innocent Amaefula (Vicar, Ochii Ogwa Parish), other Church workers and the entire people
of Ibeama Ogwa Archdeaconry for preparing this venue for God’s people to deliberate and
fellowship together, we pray for God’s continual presence even in this gathering. We express our
gratitude to the Local Organizing Committee ably led by Arch. Obioha C. Obioha. Thank you all
for allowing God to use you which have manifested in the successful hosting of this Conference.

We welcome in a very special way our Chancellor, Hon Lady Justice Evelyn Anyadike, the
Registrar and Clerk Sir Chukwuma Ekomaru SAN, and other Diocesan Legal Team. We pray
that God will continue to bless you all in Jesus name, Amen. We welcome all our Archdeacons/
Administrators, the Priests and Church workers and indeed all the delegates and our invited
guests.

We welcome in a very special way our guest preacher, His Grace, The Most Rev. Marcus Amfani
Ibrahim, Archbishop of Jos Ecclesiastical Province and Lord Bishop of Anglican Diocese of Yola.
Thank you, Sir, for making out time to be here with us Your Grace.



We thank you sincerely for making out time to be in this 2021 Anglican Christian Fathers
Fellowship Conference (ACFF).

HISTORY OF IBEAMA OGWA ARCHDEACONRY
Ibeama Ogwa Archdeaconry consists of two Parishes: Ibeama Paish and Ochii Ogwa Parish
with Ebenezer Anglican Church Ekwereazu as the Archdeaconry Headquarters.

IBEAMA OGWA PARISH
Ibeama Ogwa Parish has two church stations: Ebenezer Church Ekwereazu and St. Michael’s
Uru/Umuanu.

EBENEZER ANGLICAN CHURCH, EKWEREAZU OGWA
The Church “Ebenezer” was founded in the year 1917. Prior to this date, the first batches of the
members were worshipping at St. Philemon Church, now All Saints Church, Abazu Ogwa.

Some of the early worshippers include John Onwuanudo, Unaogu David, Mbachu Unaogu,
Michael Emesionwum, Philip Ike, Ulo Ihenacho Emesionwum, Jonathan Njoku, Gabriel Njoku
and Onukwuforobi Ihenacho. Onwukwuforobi Ihenacho died and was buried at St. Philemon
Abazu prior to the year 1917 when “Ebenezer Church” was established at Ekwereazu. Later
along the line, John Ndukwe founded “The Faith Tanernacle Church” at Ekwereazu. As
providence may have it, the Faith Tabernacle Church founded by John Ndukwe could not flourish
due to smallpox epidemics which wiped out almost all his followers. Consequently, those who
would have joined the Church left for St. Philemon Abazu.

The second batch of worshippers that joined the first batch for worshipping at St. Philemon
Abazu-Ogwa include Jonathan Njoku, John Achugo, Lazarus Amadioha, Mathias Emenaha,
Daniel lheama, Jeremiah Ejiofor, Joshua Nwaiwu, Thomas Onyeka, Christiana Ekeji (Nee
Onyeka), Onwujuru Uzoukwu, Uwatuogu Nwaiwu, Ejiugwoasi and Late Rosaline Iheama (Nee
Amadioha).

Worship Centre/Place of Worship

In December 1915, the founding fathers of the church went to Egbu where Rev. Onyeabo
granted them permission which enabled them to establish their own Church at Ekwereazu. Mr.
Simon Unaogu and David Unaogu (two brothers) willingly offered their father's HUT (IBARI) as
place of worship in 1916. This time, the membership of the Church continued to increase
tremendously and re-location of the Church to “Ukwu-Awo” became necessary under a thatch
built by her members and the Church was named “Ebenezer Church”.

In early 1917, they were able to pay the TEN SHILLINGS demanded by the “CMS Church”
Headquarters at Egbu-Owerri. Thereafter the name “Ebenezer Church” was confirmed in 1917 —
Ebenezer meaning “The Lord has helped us thus far” with Mr. Richard Onwuchekwa as its first
Church Teacher. At this point, the converts increased and the need for a bigger Church building
arose. A bigger mud building with thatch roof and mud seats were built at “Ukwu-Awo”. The
Church membership on daily basis continued to increase. As a result of the above, the Church
started moulding cement blocks in the 1950s for a more permanent site.

In 1961, the members of “Ebenezer Church” organised a launching for a new Church building.
The proposed building was relocated to “ISI-WINYI” on top of the hill along the road leading to
Amaegbu. This location was considered to be the centre of the three kindred, Ndi-Owerre, Ndi-
Ama and Amaegbu. The foundation of the Church was laid under the leadership of Mr. Felix
Njoku, the Church Teacher.



The blocks moulded at Ukwu-Awo were thus transferred from “Ukwu-Awo” to the new site “ISI-
WINYI”. The foundation (the turning of the sod) was made by Rt. Rev. George E. |. Cockin, the
then Bishop of Owerri Diocese in 1961). It is important at this point to mention that Late Chief
George O. lhenacho contributed greatly in uniting members of the Church, thus, preventing it
from breaking into factions.

Work continued progressively until the out-break of the then Biafra/Nigeria Civil War in 1967.
Work on the Church building resumed after the Biafra/Nigeria Civil War, under the Church
Catechist, Joel Metu on 30" November 1974, the foundation stone was laid by the Rt. Rev.
Benjamin C. Nwankiti, the then Bishop of Owerri Diocese, Late Eugene Nwaozuzu was then the
Church Building Committee Chairman/Sec. the roofing followed simultaneously with long span
aluminium roofing sheets, courtesy of Ebenezer Church members, Lagos Branch with the
assistance of Late Sam O. Ihenacho who linked them up with the company. The Church building
was completed and dedicated on 2" April 1982 (Easter Monday) by the Rt. Revd. Benjamin C.
Nwankiti.

Rebuilding of the Church

As a result of the sagging of the roof of the Church in 2008, the need to rebuild the Church arose.
In the year 2009, under the leadership of Rev. John Akahara, now Venerable, arrangements
were made for the rebuilding of the Church. Due to his sudden transfer, Rev. Canon Obinna Oke
now Venerable who took over from him started the rebuilding of the work in earnest.

Chief Engr. Benedict S. C. Uhuegbulem (KSC) took upper hands in the rebuilding/extension and
furnishing of the Church. Mention must be made of Sir Julius Uhuegbulem and Sir Chidi Raphael
Ihenacho who in no small measure contributed immensely to the electrical wiring and fittings,
screeding and painting respectively of the Church. Barrister Chigozie Tim Iheama contributed in
the altar decoration, Obinwanne |heama provided a set of Musical Instrument and others too
numerous to mention.

The Church, as revamped was re-dedicated on 19" June, 2016 by Rt. Rev. Cyril C. Okorocha,
Ph.D, the then Bishop of Owerri Diocese.

Other Infrastructural /Spiritual Developments

In the year 2016, when Ven. Chukwuma C. Oparah was posted as the Second Archdeacon;
within his two-year stay, the Church witnessed the renovation of the Archdeaconry house
especially re-roofing of the Archdeaconry building with long span Aluminium which was done by
Sir & Lady Ben. S. Uhuegbulem and family, the construction of Ultra-modern toilet, the institution
of Wednesday Prayer Fellowship, establishment of Children Choir and the creation of two
additional Church families — Our Saviour’s family and New Covenant family. To the glory of God,
on September 18, 2018, Ven. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah was elected Lord Bishop of the
Anglican Diocese of Owerri; and the Ven. Chukwudum Onwuka took over from him as the
Archdeacon of Ibeama Ogwa Archdeaconry. Ven. Onwuka continued until in 2020, when Rev.
Canon Chukwuemeka Ekeanyanwu was posted as Administrator. The development continued
as you can see today as beautiful land scaping continue to sprout. The Rev Canon
Chukwuemeka Ekeanyanwu was later preferred Archdeacon.

Growth of the Church
The Church grew and thereafter established a Primary School called Ebenezer (CMS) School.
The school was managed by the Anglican Diocese of Owerri, until Government take-over of
schools immediately after the Nigerian Biafra war in 1971. The Church established Nursery
School to teach morals.



Parish and Archdeaconry Status

The Church was under Ogwa Parish and in 1995, the Church was elevated to a Parish status
with Rev. Obinna Ulogwuara as its first Parish Priest/Vicar. The Parish was made up of the
following Churches:

Ebenezer Church as its Headquarters, St. James Church Ochii and St. Michael's Church
Uru/Umuanu. This Parish was known and called “IBEAMA OGWA PARISH”. In year 2009, the
Parish was elevated to an “AREA” preparatory to Archdeaconry status under Rev. Canon Obinna
Oke as its first Administrator. On 30" October, 2011, the Ibeama Area was inaugurated as an
Archdeaconry consisting of two Parishes with Ebenezer Church as its Headquarters. Rev. Canon
Obinna Oke continued as its Administrator until in 2013 when the Venerable Josiah C. Opara
was posted as the first Archdeacon of Ibeama Ogwa Archdeaconry. He was transferred to Mbieri
later in October 2016 Venerable Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, Ph.D, JP, (now Lord Bishop
Anglican Diocese of Owerri) was posted to Ibeama Ogwa Archdeaconry to replace Ven. Josiah C.
Opara as Vicar/Archdeacon. In December 2018, Ven. Chukwudum Onwuka was posted to
Ibeama Ogwa Archdeaconry. He was later transferred and replaced with Ven. Chukwuemeka
Ekeanyanwu.

Resident Workers

1. Richard Onwuchekwa - 1917-1979

2. Paul Onyekamike - 1920-1922

3. lIsaiah Anyadike - 1923-1925

4. Benson Opara - 1926-1927

5. Vacant - 1928-1929

6. Stephen Nwaebube 1930

7. John Ukonu 1931-1933

8. David Unogu 1934

9. lIsaac Chikwendu 1935

10. Cyril Amaugo 1936-1940

11. Job Eme 1941

12. Elliah Opara 1942-1943

13. Stephen Oguike 1944-1949

14. Appolos Ahanonu 1950-1951

15. George Okoroafor 1952-1954

16. Mark Nwadikom 1954-1958

17. Felix Njoku 1959-1965

18. Samuel Onwubiko 1966-1971 (now Rev.Canon)
19. Joel O. Metu 1972-1977 Catechist
20. Festus Anuna 1978-1981

21. Francis Igboanugo 1982-1983

22. Samuel Egeonu 1984-1989 Catechist
23. Nimihe Williamson - 1989-1990

24. Prince lheanyichukwu Mmadueke- 1990 Catechist

25. Innocent Agunanne - 1998-2000 Church Teacher (now Ven.)

26. Rev. Obinna Ulogwara - 1994-1995

27. Rev. Canon Batram |. Ihenacho -1995-1998 Vicar (now Retired Archdeacon)

28. Nneji Anukam - 1991-1993  Church Teacher (now Rev.)

29. Ezekiel Njoku - 1995-1998 Catechist

30. Rev. Timothy Ukanacho - 1998-2000

31. Rev. Allgood Anyanwu - 2001-2002

32. Blessing Anumihe - 2001-2002 Church Teacher (now Rev)

33. Rev. Uzoma Anochie - 2003-2004 Vicar (now Archdeacon)

34. Chima Nwaorie - 2003-2007 Church Teacher (now Rev)
4



35. Rev. J. C. Opara - 2004-2006 Vicar (now Archdeacon)

36. Rev. Evans Amadi - 2006-2008 Vicar (now Archdeacon)
37. Rev. John Akahara - 2008-2009 Vicar (now Archdeacon)
38. Promise Chibokan - 2009 Catechist

39. Rev. Canon Obinna Oke - 2009-2013 Vicar (Now Archdeacon)
40. Rev. Godgift Ikeh - 2013-2014 Curate

41. Ven. J. C. Opara 2014-2016 Vicar/Archdeacon

42. Ven. Chukwuma C. Oparah, PhD JP. - 2016-2018 Archdeacon (now Bishop)
43. Rev. Chigozie Chukwuma - 2016 - 2018 Curate

44. Ven. Chukwudum Onwuka - 2018 - 2019 Vicar/Archdeacon

45. Ven. Chukwuemeka Ekeanyanwu - 2019 till date Vicar/Archdeacon

Indigenous Church Workers Produced by Ebenezer Church

1. David Mbachu Unogu - 1928 Church Teacher
2. Martin Uchenna Amadi - 1957 Catechist

3. Rowland Nwachukwu - Catechist

4. Ven. Barthram lhenacho - 1979

5. Ven. Stephen C. S. Unaogu - 1994

6. Rev. Canon Gideon Ihenacho - 2000

7. Rev. Canon Charles Ekeji - 2001

8. Rev. Chukwuemeka lheama - 2003

9. Rev. Cyprian O. Nwachukwu - 2010

10. Rev. Francis Onyeka - 2017

To God be the Glory.

ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH URU/UMUANU

Our records indicate that the St. Michael’s Anglican Church, Uru/Umuanu was established in
November 1941, as an off shoot of St. James Anglican Church Ochii Isi Ogwa. At the point in
question, Rev. E. C. Eneli was the priest-in-charge of Atta C.M.S. District while Venerable
Nwaeje (a.k.a. Holy Nweje) was presiding at Egbu. With the planting of this young Church in
November, 1942 and the subsequent first Baptism and naming of the Church, the first Church
Teacher, Mr. David Chinaka from Abazu Ogwa was posted to steer the ship of evangelism in
Uru-na-Umuanu.

It would interest you to know some of our founding fathers who worked assiduously to sow the
seeds we are enjoying today. They include Gaius Eshogu, Joseph Amadioha, Michael Eleonu,
Stephen Okoregbe, Paul Onuoha, Samuel lwuagwu, Nelson Iwuagwu, Edward Eleonu, Alpheus
Nwaiwu, Charles Anunonwu, and many others. All these men have departed this world and
joined the Church Triumphant.

The Church has a total land area of approximately two hectares (5 Acres) graciously donated by
Uru and Umuanu landowners and handed over to the Church by the two village heads namely,
Chief lwuofor Emekowa and Chief Osueke Duruoha. The Church land has since been surveyed
and beaconed and ready for Church project.

In 1943, the St. Michael's Church established the first government approved Primary School in
Ogwa. Sadly, the school rose to standard five but collapsed with government take-over of
schools.

Since its inception in 1942, this church has struggled through thick and thin, progressing

gradually through thatched house to a mud building, to a cement/burnt brick house to this

massive edifice today, whose foundation stone was laid by Rt Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi
5



Oparah, PhD, JP Lord Bishop Anglican Diocese of Owerri on 2nd January, 2019 when Rev
Godsgift Ikeh was the Resident Priest. Rev. Bethel Ohagwam took over from Rev Godsgift Ikeh
and presently Rev. Cyprian O. Nwachukwu is the Resident Priest.

OCHIl OGWA PARISH
Ochii Ogwa Parish has two church stations: St. James Church, and St John the Beloved.

ST. JAMES ANGLICAN CHURCH, OCHIl OGWA

St. James Anglican Church Ochii-Ogwa is a fruitful brand plucked out of historical reeds. Her
narrative is quite unique, departing from the way the other churches in Ogwa and its environs
were founded. While these other Churches were largely mid-wifed by a certain Lady missionary,
Miss Berwick who was then sojourning in this part and took residence at the home of Mr.
Eshimeje of Abazu Ogwa, St. James was founded by the huge effort of Ochii young men then in
diaspora. These patriotic youths heard and experienced the good news and with zeal brought the
gospel home.

Background

The antecedent was that early in the 19" Century, Oguta was a great commercial hub for Palm
Produce business in the Eastern part of Nigeria and so attracted zealous young entrepreneurs. A
number of Ochii young men traded in these products and oscillated between Oguta and
wherever the product could be sourced. They however were all stationed in Oguta 1 and were
largely sheltered by one of their own, Mr. Frank Emerole who himself was a big-time buyer of the
product. He was their big brother.

On this particular fateful Sunday, one of the “retail foot Soldiers” Mr. James Osuiji driven by
curiosity ventured across the Oguta Lake into Orsu Obodo (Oguta 2) where he beheld an on-
going Church Service at the All Saints C.M.S. Church Orsu Obodo near Kalabari Beach. His
excitement led him into joining the Church service at the end of which they were served with
some refreshments. They were as well informed that the next Church service will hold in seven
days’ time. Back in Oguta 1, he narrated his experience to their big brother Mr. Frank Emerole
and the others. The following Sunday, they all agreed to attend the Church service together,
during which again they were served with some refreshments at the end of the service. They so
much relished their experience at the Church Service that they all resolved to touch the home
base Ochii with the experience of their new religion.

Birth of St. James Ochii

Following a number of inaugural meetings among themselves, they set for home sponsored by
Frank Emerole, in whose country home the Church first started under the trees early in 1919.
After some time, a number of other young men who had some stints outside the home village
vicinity started identifying with the new religion. Church Services then were largely conducted by
the Founding Fathers of the Church which included Mr. Frank Emerole, George Obilo,
Emmanuel Nwosu, James Osuiji, Benjamin Okorocha and Joseph Ukwueze. At some other times,
guest Agents were drawn from Abazu Ogwa, Amawo Atta and other established churches
around to assist.

Within a couple of months, a number of young men who too had stints outside the home
environment started identifying with the new religion. These were actually the earliest converts of
the church which included Oluoha Nwokoro, Peter Onwusiribe, Igboako Emerole, Osuojo
Nwaneri, Nwanjo Osuchukwu, Metu Okereke, Anuruodu Emerole, Ekenta Ohanyem and
Chukwuariri Olekwara. As the number of church members steadily increased, the need to get a
Church Teacher/Agent to formally handle the Church proceeding became urgent and imperative.
In line with the procedure then, an appeal was made to Rev. Onyeabo at Egbu, for a Resident
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Church Agent to which he agreed subject to the payment of the sum of £1:10s (One pound, ten
shillings), as a duty fee.

On getting home from their various business stations they commenced making contributions
which fell short of the required sum. James Osuji as detailed to contat Osuji Okenmiri
(Ekwedashike) who earlier had shown support for the Church activities. As a visionary and
progressive personality, he put his traditional toga aside and generously made up the required
duty amount. He furthermore continued to put his weight and financial wealth behind the
progress of the Church. Rev. Onyebo then went to deploy Mr. Robert Okoniya from Nnewi in
1919 and his resumption spurred the Church members and as well increased evangelical
outreaches. Mr. Okoniya was housed in Mr. Frank Emerole’ resident.

By 1923 when Mr. Paul Iwuanyanwu came in with a literacy campaign most of the converts were
taught how to read and write while Choir practice as well commenced. Within a couple of years,
evangelism expanded beyond the borders of Ochii Community as people from Uru and Umuanu
villages joined the Church. Some of the early converts from there include Paul Onuoha, Josiah
Nwaiwu, Samuel Emelumonye, Peter Ezuruoha, Nelson Iwuagwu and Edward Eleonu.

Church Location

Following the dramatic increase in the Church congretation, particularly with new converts
coming from Uru na Umuanu Ogwa, the need arose for a large site to house the Church. An
initial deal was then struck with the Umuchiaku Kindred Ochii to lease a portion of their land
situated at the village border to provide easy access to Church for members from Ochii and Uru
na Umuanu communities. However before real construction work could start on the site in 1930,
a very strong misunderstanding arose as the Umuchiaku Kindred reneged on the earlier
agreement to cite the Church on their land. This disagreement degenerated into physical brawls
and fights on several occasions. At the peak of this disagreement, the Umuchiaku Kindred
resolved to give their allegiance to the Catholic mission which at that time had started nurturing in
the Umuoparaku Community through still very embryonic and largely dependent on Priest based
in Emekuku. They as well prevented their people including the then initial converts from further
attending the Church which eventually to date is responsible for the very low number of people
attending the Anglican Church from the Umuchiaku Kindred.

During one of the days of “combat” with the Umuchiaku Community over the land lease issue, Mr.
Oparaejiaku Okemiri (a younger brother to Osuji Ekwedashikei) while on his way from a visit
witnessed the fighting for which he was very sad. He decided to take the Church members to his
personal land (along the market road) called Ishi Nkwoebu, and voluntarily gave it to the Church
to build and use for free by 1937 the Church had fully built mud walls and thatched roof. The
School enrolment commenced, and the Church population steadily increased as more people
embraced Christianity.

The Church population began another surge as people from all parts of Ochii Community
showed great enthusiasm and embraced Christianity. From Okwu kindred was spearheaded by
the Ewerem brothers, Philip and Apollos; from Umuagor by Jonathan Nwachukwu and others;
the Chukwuezi brothers Gabriel and Jonathan from Umuezealaije including the strong support
from the larger Okenmiri Family. Mention too must be made of the very courageous women who
made pioneering efforts. These include Lemdiuwaoma Nwachukwu, Ada Osuji and Alice
Odagwu.

The Church was formally christened at St. James Church Ochii Ogwa on the 12" of July 1944.

The year 1949 was a very great year of Christianity in Ochii as the then Ochii Development

Union in December 1949 resolved to relocate the Anglican and Catholic Missions to the central

area of Ochii by the market. The Development Union as well undertook a similar design and
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construction for the two church buildings. By the year 1953, the church was eventually relocated
to its present location where we are today.

One might not fully fathom the ordeal, pains and difficulties of a daughter born by an ardent idol
worshipper in the 19" century who ignored the order of the father and seated with the “church
people”. These daughters braved the stigma of rebellion and became among the early converts.
Most outstanding were Lemadiuwaoma Nwachukwu, Ada Osuji and Alice Oduagwu etc. They
sat side by side with their brothers in the difficult early days. Later on, in the 40s spanning into
the 60s, there came a group of women leaders who were the early wedded in the Church. They
could be described as women missionaries in their rights. They redesigned the strategies for
conversion among which was infant baptism and christening as a way of attracting converts.

Young mothers who were married to non-believers were attracted by christening their babies
(Baptismal names) which was then in vogue. These women missionaries were the main gate to
such baptism and christening as they were the only sponsors, guardians, and Godmothers.

They were also strict on the church to be in church services on Sundays, thereby populating the
church. These women usually referred to as ‘misses’ travelled long distance in pursuit of church
programmes mostly on foot. They included:

Mrs. Janet (Frank) Emerole

Mrs. Martha (George) Obilo

Mrs. Margaret (Peter) Onwusiribe

Mrs. Patience (Philip) Enwerem

Mrs. Susan (James) Osuji

They mentored the next generation of women leader like
Mrs. Beatrice (Alex) Opara

Mrs. Cecilia (Charles) Enwerem

Mrs. Theodora (Theodora) Nwachukwu

Mrs. Beatrice (Christian) Metu

Mrs. Josephine (Richard) Ojiribe

Mrs. Grace (Tims) Njoku

Then came the new brigade of the 70s to 90s, stirred up and led by mothers like:
Lady Felicia (G.O.) Emerole
Ezinna Joyce (A.A.) Ononuju

St. James Today

In 1978, St. James Ochii Ogwa church members initiated the construction of a Ultra-modern
Church Building propelled by her illustrious sons and daughters and spearheaded by Justice
Anthony A. Ononuju. The Church foundation stone was laid by Rt. Rev. Benjamin C. Nwankiti on
2" November, 1985. The Church building was completed in 1995 and dedicated on the 10" of
December, 2000 by Bishop Cyril C. Okorocha, Ph.D. Justice A. A. Ononuju as well single
handedly embarked on the construction of a befitting Parsonage which he handed over in 1995.
Noteworthy as well are the great contributions of Sir Martin Ononuju, Late Sir Dr. J. C. Odunna
and many others for their strong financial contributions which were critical towards completion of
the Church building.

St. James Ochii Ogwa assumed full Parsonage status in 1997 with Rev. Ephraim Amaechi and
eventually succeeded by Rev. Geo. Mbawuike (See full list of Priests) and was made a Parish in
2010 with Rev. Emma Onuoha as the first Parish Priest. To the glory of God, St. James Church
Ochii like the biblical mustard seed today boasts of thousands of church members both home
and in diaspora.
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The little tent under the trees has today provided world class elites; great servants in the Lord’s
vineyard, Knights/Dames carrying the Lord’s Sword, Academic Professors, Engineers, Jurists,
Medical Doctors, great businessmen/women and visionary people in all spheres of life.

St. James Ochii planted and nurtured St. Michael’s Church Uru na Umuanu Ogwa and a Chapel
initiated under Rev. Emma Onuoha at Dibiaoche and now located at Umuoparaku which is being
Co-ordinated by the Uzuegbu and Oleru families. Recently the family of Pa. Ernest Uzuegbu led
by his son Kingsley Uzuegbu in memory of their father donated a parcel of land measuring over 2
Y2 plots as future permanent site for the evolving Church.

On December 28, 2020, the Church celebrated 100 years of the advent of Christianity in Ochii
Ogwa. The Centenary celebration was officiated by His Lordship, the Rt. Rev. Chukwuma
Chinekezi Oparah, Ph.D, JP. The church service was conducted by the Vicar, Rev. Canon
Innocent Amaefula while the sermon was handled by the Pioneer Vicar of Ochii Parish, Rev.
Canon Emmanuel Obirinachukwu Onuoha. The success story of the Centenary celebration was
attributed to the indefatigable effort of the Chairman of the Centenary Organising Committee,
Engr. Sir Chukwuemeka Emerole and his team.

However, during the centenary celebration, history was made as His Lordship, the Rt. Rev.
Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, Ph.D, JP, christened the St. James Church Ochii Ogwa Chapel
located at Umuoparaku Ochii Ogwa: St. John The Beloved Anglican Church.

Church Teachers that served in St. James

Robert Okonyia (1919-1921), Joseph Madukaihe (1921-1922), Anokwara Samuel (1922-1923),
Paul lwuanyanwu (1923-1924), Christopher Okorocha (1924-1925), George Onyewuchi (1926-
1929), Jonathan Agwuruna (Jan. 1929), N.M. Araluekwu (1931-1932), Stephen Ugbelasi (1932-
Feb to Oct.), Solomon Mordi (1933), M. A. Ejiofor (1935-1936), Christopher Oparaugo (1936),
Emmanuel Ejiaku (1942-1943), David Onyenakazi (1943), Lazarus Osuji (1943-1947), Phillip
Uzodinma (1947-1949), Aaron Chikezie (1949-1952), Raphael Unachukwu (1952-1953), Joseph
Obiyo (1953-1955), Jonathan Egwuonu (1955-1958), Jeremiah Kemijika (1958-1960), Hezekiah
Uzoho (1961-1962), Thompson Uwanekezi (1962-1964), Ishmael Nzeoji (1964 Jan. — Aug),
Benjamin Okorocha (1964-1969), Francis Osuagwu (1970-1974), Eugene Nwogu (1974-1976),
Bello Otuonye (1977-1982), Moses Ononiwu (1982-1985), Bertram Ajuruchi (1982-1985),
Timothy Ehuchie (1988-1994), Godwin Iroegbulem (1994-1997), Evang. Chisomaga Anyansodo
(2013-2018), Evang. Emmanuel Anderson (2019 till date)

Priests that Served in St. James Ochii Ogwa

Rev. E. M. Amaechi (1997- Feb. 1998)

Rev. O. G. Mbawuike March 1998 — Feb 2000)

Rev. Chidiebere Ahara (2000-2001)

Rev. Benjamin Ukwuegbu (2002-Mar 2004)

Rev. Eze L. Osuagwu (2004-Feb. 2009)

Rev. Emmanuel Onuoha (2009-May 2013) - Vicar

Rev. Canon Chukwudum Onwuka (2013-2018) - Vicar
Rev. Chisomaga Anyasodo (2018 Curate)

. Rev. Jonah Nwebo (Aug 2018 — Nov. 2018) - Curate

0. Rev. Canon Gideon Ihenacho (Dec. 2018 — Sept. 2019) - Vicar
1. Rev. Canon Innocent O. Amaefula (2019 till date) - Vicar

SV NooakLON =

Indigenous Priests
1. Ven. Josiah Chidi Opara
2. Ven. Dr. Evans Chidi Amadi



Rev. Canon Benjamin Ukwuegbu
Rev. Canon Innocent Obianuju Opara
Rev. Canon Dr. Ifeanyi Ononuju

Rev. Johnson Egbujor

Rev. Henry Ibezim

Rev. Goddy Eziefula (Late)

Rev. Ikechukwu Agrima

©ONO O AW

Indigenous Church Teachers

1. Ord. Vincent Osuji

2. Nnamdi Olekwara

3. Evang. Sunday Precast Ukwuegbu
4. Evang. Benjamin Chima Odunna

Indigenous Knights/dame & Ladies of St. Christopher
1. Sir Martin & Lady Angela Ononuju

Late Dr. Sir Josiah & Lady Sophia Odunna

Dr. Sir Chima & Dr. Lady Chioma Emerole

Engr. Sir Chukwuemeka & Lady Nancy Emerole

Sir Eusebius Okorocha

Lady Veronica Ononuju

Late Sir Godfrey & Lady Felicia Emerole

Late Barr. Sir Raphael Ononuju

Late Dame Anagam Ononuju

©CRNDO WM

To God be all the Glory, Amen.

ST. JOHN THE BELOVED ANGLICAN CHURCH

In view of the distance covered by the members of St. James Church Ochii Ogwa who attend Church
services and programmes from Dibia Ochie, Umuoparaku, Umunnewotu and Umudurunihe, there arose
the need to site a Chapel in the vicinity to alleviate their burden. In 1998, during the time of Rev. O. G.
Mbawike, a Chapel was established at Dibiaochie village hall with the help of Mr. Hillary Oleru. Within two
years of its existence, the Chapel suffered a setback as a result of the transfer of Rev. Mbawuike,
propelled by the pressure and agitation by the Roman Catholic members who dominated the area and the
uncentralised location of the Chapel for the four villages.

In 2013, after the burial of Late Ezinna Ernest Uzuegbu, the then Vicar of St. James Church Ochii Ogwa
Parish, Rev. Emma Onuoha met with the family of Late Ezinna Ernest Uzuegbu and they agreed to use
the compound as a temporary place of worship for the Chapel. After the meeting, the Chapel began again
at Umuoparaku Ochii Ogwa, a centralised place for the four villages, Church Services were conducted at
the family’s “Obi” (Ibari). During that period Church Services were not held regularly in the Chapel.
Whenever Church services were to be held some members from the main Church were selected from
families (groups) to worship there alongside with those that hail from the area.

During the time of Rev. Canon Chukwudum Onwuka (now Archdeacon), a local helper, Mr. Vincent Osuji
was sent to conduct regular church services in the Chapel. As a result, the need to acquire a parcel of
land for relocation became necessary. After every effort made by the Parish (St. James Parish) to buy a
parcel of land failed, Mr. Hillary Oleru appealed to the children of Late Ezinna Ernest Uzuegbu for help.
Thereafter, the family led by Mr. Kingsley Uzuegbu donated a parcel of land measuring above two and
half (2 72 ) plots to the Church. Driven by the curiosity to move into the new site, the St. James Parish
decided to embark on the construction of a Church building by digging the foundation of the Church
building but as deterred by lack of fund.

However, when the Diocese absorbed (employed) Mr. Vincent Osuji as Church Teacher and posted him
out, Mr. Ikechukwu Opara took over the management of the Chapel as the local helper until September,
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2019 when the Diocese posted Evang. Victor Chidindu Okorie as the first Church Teacher of the Chapel
and Rev. Canon Innocent Amaefula as the Vicar of St. James Church Parish. The Church Teacher took
residence at Oleru’s family in Dibia-Ochie Ogwa.

Following the growth of the Church, the need arose to move to the permanent site. This propelled the
construction of a roof for Church services on the site by the Parish. The first Church service was held in
the permanent site on 14" June, 2020. The service witnessed the Baptism of seventeen (17) children and
the admission of two members. The first Holy Communion was also administered during the service
conducted by the Vicar Rev. Canon Innocent A. Amaefula. On 27" July, 2020, the Parish worshipped
together on the new site to mark the CMS Anniversary.

The Chapel was formally christened St. John the Beloved Anglican Church on 28" December, 2020 by
His Lordship, Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, Ph.D, JP, during the Centenary Anniversary
Celebration of St. James Church, Ochii Ogwa.

To God be all the glory.

BRIEF PROFILE OF HIS GRACE, THE MOST REV. MARCUS AMFANI IBRAHIM,
ARCHBISHOP OF JOS ECCLESIASTICAL PROVINCE AND BISHOP OF ANGLICAN
DIOCESE OF YOLA - OUR GUEST PREACHER

Early Life:

The Most Rev. Marcus Amfani Ibrahima, was born among his Hausa Maguzawa people in the
year of the Lord, June 10th, 1965 in a small community of Unguwar Tamoga, Kubau Local
Government Area of Kaduna State. Before his conversation, he was a pagan, but later gave his
life to Christ during his Secondary School time, in 1982, through the Deeper Life Bible Ministry in
Government College, Katsina.

Educational Background:

The Archbishop had a very poor educational background. He started Primary School education
in 1974 - 1980; the same 1980 he went to Secondary School and graduated in 1985. After his
Secondary School, he went to College of Advanced Studies, Gaskiya - Zaria. As a result of
financial difficulties, he left the school and went back to farming.

However, in God’s providence while in the ministry, he continued with his academic
pursuit.  From 1990 - 1993 he obtained both Diploma in Theology and Diploma in Christian
Religious Education (DICRE) from Ahmadu Bello University (ABU), Zaria. In 1997 - 2000 he
studied at Theological College of Northern Nigeria (TCNN) Bukuru, affiliates of Jos University,
and graduated with Bachelor of Divinity Degree.

Life in the Ministry:

Just like any other Christian calling, the beginning of his ministry was not very easy. But as the
Scripture makes it clear, that whosoever the Lord calls, he always equip. The Archbishop started
his pastoral ministry as an Agent/ Catechist, January 1st 1989, and the same year he went to St.
Francis of Assisi Theological College, Wusasa-Zaria for his Catechist training. While in his
second year of training, he was promoted into Ordination Course, after his Annual Vacation Job
at St. James’ Anglican Church, Dan’anacha in the then Yola Diocese, an unforeseen journey that
one day will bring him back to Yola as the Diocesan Bishop. After his Ordination Course, he was
made Deacon July 4th, 1993 and Priested the following year July 3rd 1994 in Kafanchan Diocese,
by his Bishop, the Rt. Rev. William Diya (rtd). He continues with his ministry in Kafanchan up to
1997 when he went to Theological College of Northern Nigeria (TCNN), Bukuru-Jos to further his
education as stated above.
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Just after his training at TCNN, he was given a Provincial posting by the Church of Nigeria to go
and serve in Lagos as an Industrial Chaplain to Bemil Chapel of the Epiphany, owned by Bemil
Nigeria Limited, Ojodu-Berger, Lagos, a security company from May 25th, 2000 — December
15th, 2003.

After leaving Bemil Chapel, he returned back to Kafanchan Diocese in preparation for his
Master's Degree programme in the United States. But again, because of financial difficulties and
lack of sponsorship, he couldn’t make it. However, while waiting and preparing for this program,
his Bishop William Diya assigned him to serve as a Chaplain to the Diocesan Anglican Junior
Seminary, Kafanchan. But this delay turned out to be a blessing to him, in the Diocesan Synod of
Kafanchan Diocese in the year 2004, his Bishop preferred him a Statutory Canon. Still in the
same year he was posted to the Cathedral as Canon in Residence from September 6, 2004.
While serving in the Cathedral, he kept on struggling to raise funds for his studies abroad.
However, in God’'s providence the following year, he was elected the Second Bishop of Yola
Diocese, on Wednesday, September 14th, 2005, by this year 2021 he is Sixteen (16) years
serving as the Bishop of Yola Diocese. While serving as the Diocesan, last year January 9th,
2020 he was elected as the Fourth Archbishop of Jos Ecclesiastical Province at Ibru Centre. And
was presented Archbishop at Holy Trinity Cathedral Church, Lokoja on Friday, March 20th,
2020.

Leadership Involvement with Some Groups or Organizations: Before his election, the
Archbishop was involved so much on leadership responsibilities to many groups and
organizations:

> He served as a Secretary to his District Church Council Combined Choir, Ung. Gayya DCC;
> He also served as the first Secretary of Ung. Gayya, District Church Council;

> Boy'’s Brigade Captain to his local Church of St. Barth. Ung. Tamoga;

> Boy’s Brigade Captain to all the Theological Institutions he attended;

> Prayer coordinator at T.C.N.N. Bukuru during his BD program.

Hobby & Areas of Special Interest:

* A lover of people & love to make friends;

* Special interest in reading Christian books & music;

Marriage Life: Happily married to his beloved and beautiful wife Mrs Lai’atu Halima Marcus, and
the Lord blessed them with two children Theophilus Bala Chukwuebuka Markus and Abel Rimi

Chukwuemeka Marcus after Twenty Five (25) and Thirty (30) years of their marriage
respectively. To God be the glory.
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NEWS WITHIN THE DIOCESE
FATHERS’ DAY CELEBRATION 2021

The Fathers’ Day 2021 was celebrated on Sunday 20" June, 2021 in all our churches. It was an
occasion for our men to be inducted as Anglican Christian Fathers. The celebration brought
restoration and rededication among fathers in our churches as many of our churches had revival
programmes within the week. To God be the glory.

CHRISTMAS GET-TOGETHER FOR RETIRED CHURCH WORKERS AND WIVES

It was held at the Cathedral of Transfiguration of Our Lord (CATOL), Owerri on Sunday 17t
January 2021. It was a gathering for all our retired church workers and their wives to celebrate
our Lord’s goodness upon our lives with the Bishop and Mama Owerri. We thank God that apart
from the usual gift from the Bishop, Mama Owerri also gave gifts to their wives. We bless the
Lord for an opportunity to gather His generals who have once laboured in His vineyard and
retired. We thank their Chaplain, Rev. Chima Iwuchukwu for being a good instrument in the
over-sight of our retired workers and wives.

DIOCESAN ELDERS FORUM
The elders of our Diocese had their Thanksgiving for this year on 20" January, 2021. We thank
God for their lives.

CHRISTMAS GET-TOGETHER FOR CLERGY AND WIVES
This was held at Cathedral Church of the Transfiguration of Our Lord (CATOL), Owerri on
Saturday, 19" December, 2020. We thank God for that grace of fellowshipping together.

PROPOSED COLLEGE OF NURSING SCIENCES

This project was handed over to the Women’s Ministries of our Diocese to execute. We want to
thank our mothers for the job they are doing already on the site of this proposed College of
Nursing Sciences inside Ogwa (Mission) General Hospital. The building as at today is now at
DPC level. Please join us as we continue to pray for our Women'’s Ministries.

OGWA (MISSION) GENERAL HOSPITAL OGWA

Special thanks to our God that our Hospital, Ogwa (Mission) General Hospital is meeting the
needs of the patients. We are praying for more supports for the hospital. We thank Dr. Bennett
Ihenacho who is currently equipping the Dental Department with state-of-art modern equipment
in memory of their late father Pa Dennis Ihenacho. The dedication of the Dental Department will
be done in the nearest future. We have high hopes for the future of the hospital. May our good
God reward him abundantly in Jesus name. The maternity building is being renovated by Ogwa
Community Association, United Kingdom and Ireland. We Pray that our God will continue to keep
them safe and provide for them to be able to accomplish the project in Jesus name, Amen.

ST. LUKE’S HOSPITAL, UZIl MISSION COMPOUND, MBAISE ROAD, OWERRI
St. Luke’s Hospital, Uzii Mission Compound, Mbaise Road Owerri is also doing well.

We thank God for the staff of both hospitals. May God continue to empower them for the task
ahead in Jesus name, Amen.

NEW DIOCESAN SECRETARIAT

The new Diocesan Secretariat has reached its first decking and decking completed. It is a two-
storey building that will house so many Diocesan offices. We need more support towards this
project.
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ST. MARK’S THE EVANGELIST CHAPEL, BISHOP’S COURT OWERRI NEW BUILDING

The new chapel is on roofing stage as at the time of this address. The construction of Iron
Roofing is going on. St. Mark’s the Evangelist Chapel meets every Wednesday for Prayers, Holy
Communion, Fellowship, and counselling from 8am to 10am. We thank God for His blessings
upon his people. Join us every Wednesday as we worship God together in the beauty of His
Holiness.

EBENEZER CAMP OF PRAYER RETREAT CENTRE (OBl EKPERE EBENEZER), OGWA

This is modelled to give a befitting Retreat Centre of all classes of people and race. The
environment where we are now — Ebenezer Anglican Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa opens the venue
for the camp. The foundation stone of the Retreat Centre was laid on Friday 25th June 2021 in
this conference. We commend the Diocesan Fathers Fellowship for undertaken to pioneer the
initial bungalow in this Retreat Centre. We request that our congregation, members, families,
groups, or individuals who are touched and are led to sow seed to God Almighty by building a
hostel, hall, Bishop’s apartment or any other specific building in this Retreat Centre to please
indicate as you can use it to immortalise a dear one and the building will be dedicated to God as
a memorial to such a person or family. The Architectural drawing and cost implications of some
buildings in the camp are displayed on the billboard. God bless you as you sow in God’s vineyard.

ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF OWERRI CLERGY ESTATE
We want to thank God for this vision of acquiring a large expanse of land for the

Clergy of this Diocese known as Anglican Clergy Estate where our clergy will retire to
with each having his own house after retirement so as not to be abandoned after
retirement. We want to acknowledge the donations of ten million naira (10M)
already made by our Men’s Ministries towards this project and five million naira (N5,
000,000) from the Women’s Ministries of this Diocese as an aid in the acquisition of
the land for the Clergy Estate. Today it is a vision accomplished as about 203 plots
of land has been acquired at Amakohia-Ubi, Owerri West for this project. We thank
God for the grace and also pray for as many that will want to queue into this project
to please do as perimeter fencing is important in securing the land, which needs to
be done. We commend the efforts of the Clergy Estate Land Acquisition Committee
ably led by Ven James Onyekwelibe and his entire team. May God bless them
abundantly, Amen.

PURCHASE OF COASTER BUS
The Diocese now has a coaster bus which will now aid her in evangelical/missionary outreaches.
We thank God for that provision.

BISHOP’S FOUNDATION FOR MISSION AND DEVELOPMENT

In addition to the already existing mission projects, we have now instituted scholarship for 35 less
privileged persons at Secondary School level preferably orphans and half orphans, who will be
trained in our diocesan mission schools. We support this project through the Bishop’s Foundation
for Mission and Development.

DONATIONS/SUPPORTS

We want to acknowledge the following donations/supports:

(1)  Anonymous donation of a Parcel of Land for Bread of Heaven Anglican Church Igwe/Obi
Ohii, fenced with 3-room Block House.

(2) Bishop Lasbrey Girls’ Secondary School Irete Old Girls (1993 set) donated a Bus to the
School.
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(3)
(4)

()

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)
(10)

(11)

(12)

Barr. J. C. Uwandu donated a parcel of land for Church planting at Beautiful Gate
Anglican Church Obioku Odumara Orodo.

Umuehinta Avu donated four plots of Land to the Diocese for Church planting and one of
them promised to build the Church.

Nathan Udogwu’s Foundation (NGO) with Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and
Development hosted over 100 indigents women at the Bishop’s Court on 16" December,
2020 with 100 bags of rice, wrappers, beverages, tin tomatoes and cash of N3,000 each.

Over 10 Set of Bands, 10 Megaphones and plastic chairs donated to our newly planted
churches/chapels by the Diocesan Women Ministries through President of the Women’s
Ministries Mrs. Chidiebere Oparah (Mama Owerri). The following churches/chapels
benefited from this donations: (i) Beautiful Gate Anglican Church, Obi Orodo, (ii) True
Vine Anglican Church Egbeade, (iii) St. Mark’s Church Chapel Oba Orogwe, (iv) St
Michael's & All Angel Chapel Umuerem Ofekata Orodo_ (v) All Saints Church Chapel,
Umuagu Umuguma, (vi) All Saints Church Chapel,Diamond Estate Umuguma, (vii) All
Saints Church Chapel, Umunkwo Umuguma, (viii) Christ Church Chapel Umuduru Mbieri
Umuabhii Parish, (ix) Anglican Church Obiakobo Mbieri Umuahii Parish, (x) St. John’s
Chapel Okuku, (xi) ADJS Mbieri,

Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and Development donated N1m to the Chapel of the Holy
Spirit, IMSU towards the ceiling of their Church on 7" February, 2021.

Mama Owerri donated Lectern for the Christ Church Chapel Umuduru Mbieri (personal
donation) on 28" February, 2021.

Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and Development donated N1m to St. Peter's Church
Umuguma for the building of their Parsonage on 30" May, 2021.

Aid of N1m to Christ Church Nweorieubi for the purchase of land for their chapel at
Owerrenkalu.

The Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and Development renovated the old Chapel/
Administrative Building at ADJS Mbieri which is now serving as temporary dormitory for
the Seminary and also furnish the principal office.

Sir & Lady Nnamdi Iroegbu (UDU) is currently renovating the ADJS dormitory.

DIOCESAN MUSIC FESTIVAL
Our 2020 Christmas Cantata was held on Saturday, December 14, 2020 at CATOL by
2.00pm with different choirs drawn across our Diocese. It was glorious.

The Diocesan Music Competition sponsored by Sir Sam & Lady Chinwe Obaji was held at
CATOL on Saturday, 8" May, 2021. We thank God for them and pray for God’s blessings upon
them. The choirs were given cash prizes. The results of the Competition are as follow:

Grade 1
St. Peter’s Church Umunjam Choir - 15t Position
St. Luke’'s Akwakuma Choir - 2nd Position
Grade 2
St. Mark’s Amakohia Choir - 1st Position
St. Peter's Church Choir Ohuba Ubomiri - 2nd Position
Grade 3
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Alaenyi Ogwa Archdeaconry Choir - 15t Position
New Covenant Church Works Layout
Owerri Choir - 2" Position

ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF OWERRI POWER-PACKED ANOINTED CONVENTION
(ADOWPAC)

The convention is a diocesan revival programme, which usually comes up every last
weekend in November every year. It was a great gathering of the people of God in
this Diocese at CATOL, Owerri, last year, which was anchored by DHU, Aguda, Lagos,
from Wednesday 25™ to Sunday 29" November, 2020 with the theme: “Pulling
Down All Stronghold of Satan” (2 Cor. 10:3-4). This power packed convention comes
up this year from Wednesday 24" to Sunday, 28" November, 2021. Please make yourself
available. The Venue is CATOL Owerri. May God bless you as you come in Jesus’ name, Amen.

DIOCESAN SYNOD
2020 Diocesan Synod was held at Holy Trinity Church, Umuorii, Uratta Central

Archdeaconry from Thursday 1St October to Sunday 3™ October, 2020 with the
theme "“Sacrificial Giving for Accomplishing God’s Mission and Mandate:
Macedonian Example” 2 Cor 8: 1-9. This was presided over by the President of
the Synod and the Diocesan Rt Rev Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, PhD, JP. The
Guest Preacher and Bible Study facilitator was Rt Rev Paul Amechi Udogwu, Lord
Bishop of Afikpo Diocese. We thank God for the success of the synod.

Our 2021 Synod comes up from Thursday, 30" September to Sunday 3rd October, 2021 at St.
Peter's Church, lkenegbu with the theme Encouragement, An Inevitable Tool in Kingdom
Expansion — The Life and Work of Biblical Barnabas (Acts 4:32-34). We request your
presence on Saturday, 2" October during the delivering of the Presidential Address.

ORDINATION/PREFERMENT
20/12/2020 - Advent Diaconate Ordination

1. Rev. Chibuzor Sunday Ezeanyika

2. Rev. Prospect Nnamdi Okereke

3. Rev. Benjamin Chisom Ugorji

4. Rev. Chibuzo Samson Nnanekwu (From Bishop Felix Orji, Diocese of the
West, USA)

5. Rev. Gideon Uzochukwu Ibe (From Bishop Felix Orji, Diocese of the West,
USA)

28/03/2021 - Installation of Canons

1. Rev. Canon Joshua Okechukwu Onwuliri, M.A

2. Rev. Canon Chigoziem Josiah Akowuba, B.A.

3. Rev. Canon Solomon Uchenna Akudinobi, Ph.D.

4. Rev. Canon Aaron Chimezirim Orji, B.A

5. Rev. Canon Kingsley Uchenna Anujue

6. Rev. Canon Benjamin Chijioke Agwah, Ph.D.

7. Rev. Canon Kingsley Oluchukwu Uzoma

8. Rev. Canon John Chinagorom Ugwuegbulam

9. Rev. Canon Godfrey Udochukwu Iroenyenwa

10.Rev. Canon Engr. Michael Chidiebere Arimanwa, Ph.D.
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11.Rev. Canon Samuel Chidorom Mgbeahuru

Collation of Archdeacons

1. Ven. Chukwuemeka Ekeanyanwu

2. Ven. Innocent Chukwubuikem Agunanne

3. Ven. Evans Chidi Amadi, Ph.D.

4. Ven. Barr. Festus Chukwunyere Opara, Ph.D.

PARISH INAUGURATION/INDUCTION OF PARISH PRIEST

09/08/2020 - Inauguration of Nwaorieubi Parish and Induction of Rev. Canon Emmanuel
Achinebiri as the Vicar of the Parish.

30/08/2020 - Induction of Rev. Anthony Okebaram as the Vicar of Afara Parish

11/10/2020 - Inauguration of St. John the Evangelist Akwakuma Parish and Induction of

Rev. Engr. Evans Ndubuisi as the Vicar.

ARCHDEACONRY INAUGURATION
02/08/2020 - Inauguration of Ubaha Orodo Archdeaconry and St. Paul’'s Church Ubaha
Orodo as the Headquarter.

CREATING OF NEW RECTORY — ORODO CENTRAL RECTORY

A new Rectory was created on 2™ August, 2020. The Rectory is Orodo Central Rectory, Orodo.
The family of Sir Enoch & Lady Franca Chukwureh is building the Church Building and promise
to build the Rector's House. The Church in the Rectory was named Basilica of God’s Grace,
Orodo Central Rectory on the 2™ August, 2020 and the foundation stone was laid on that day as
well. We thank God for them, for sacrificially erecting the Church building for God. An Acting
Rector has been appointed for the Rectory; he is Rev. Joseph Igbo.

CENTENARY CELEBRATION

22/11/2020 - St. James Church Uzii celebrated the 25 years Anniversary of the Church
and was made Archdeaconry by His Lordship, Rt. Rev. Chukwuma C.
Oparah, Ph.D, JP.

28/12/2020 - St. James Church Ochii Ogwa celebrated their 100 years Centenary.

11/04/2021 - 100 years Centenary Celebration of St. Matthias Church Amakohia-Ubi and
creation of Amakohia-Ubi Parish with Rev. Johnson Egbujor as the first Vicar.

18/04/2021 - Christ Church Owerri celebrated her 112 years Anniversary.

PLANTING OF NEW CHURCHES

1. 05/05/19 All Soul’'s Anglican Chapel, F.M.C., Owerri

2. 31/05/20 Holy Trinity Chapel Obazu Mbieri

3. 31/05/20 Holy Trinity Chapel Obazu Mbieri (Umuchoke)

4. 31/05/20 Ascension Anglican Church Umuneke Mbieri

5. 31/05/20 All Saints Chapel Amudam, Awo Mbieri

6. 31/05/20 All Saints Chapel Umuduegwo Awo Mbieri

7. 31/05/20 All Saints Chapel Umuocha Awo Mbieri

8. 31/05/20 Christ Church Chapel Obilubi Mbieri

9. 31/05/20 St. Michael & All Angels Anglican Church Chapel Umuerem Ofekata, Orodo

10. 27/07/20 St. Titus Church Chapel, Apuche Uratta

11. 20/09/20 Nazareth Anglican Chapel Obiakabo Ohohia

12. 20/09/20 Beautiful Gate Anglican Church Obeoku Orodo

13. 14/02/21 Anglican Chapel Dimorji Obokwe Mbieri

14. 14/02/21 Anglican Chapel Umudu

15. 31/01/21 St. Philip’s Chapel Choice Area Ohii Orogwe Road

16. 31/01/21 St. Augustine’s Chapel Umuele Orodo
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17. 31/01/21
18. 31/01/21
19. 31/01/21
20. 31/01/21
21. 14/02/21
22. 21/02/21
23. 23/02/21
24. 28/02/21
25. 21/03/21
26. 04/04/21
27. 11/04/21
28. 13/06/21

St. Michael & All Angels Chapel Umuerem & Obiloma
All Saints Chapel Umuagu Umuguma

All Saints Chapel Diamond Estate, Umuguma

All Saints Chapel Umunkwo Umuguma

Christ Church Chapel Umuduru Mbieri

St. Mark’s Chapel Uba Orogwe

St. Mark’s Chapel Umunumo Orogwe

St. John’s Chapel Okuku

St. John’s Chapel Umuezu Ndegwu

St. Matthias Chapel Umuike Amakohia Ubi

St. Paul's Chapel Umunaa/Umuabali Layout, Ubomiri
St. Titus Chapel, Umuokrika Uratta

Sixteen churches were planted last year while we have planted forty-four so far making a total of
sixty churches planted since our Episcopacy from November 2018. We thank God for individual
and collective participation in church planting. Please let us do more. To meet the spiritual needs
of these newly founded churches/chapels, a total of 115 Church Teachers (Evangelists) were
employed so far from November 2018 to date. We request that you support them and God'’s work.
We hope to employ more who are called as the work of God is expanding. To God be the glory.

Amen.

FOUNDATION STONE-LAYING

29/07/2020
02/08/2020
30/08/2020
13/09/2020
11/10/2020
16/12/2020
17/12/2020
17/12/2020
17/12/2020
24/01/2021
24/01/2021
24/01/2021
24/01/2021
14/02/2021
14/02/2021
28/02/2021
16/05/2021
30/05/2021

Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti Anglican Church, Amakohia workers’ House
Basilica of God’s Grace Anglican Church, Orodo Central Rectory.
Christ Church Owerri Rock Water Project and Lock-Up Stores.

New Generation Chapel, Knights Secretariat, Bishop’s Court, Owerri
Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti Anglican Church Chapel, Egbeada.
All Saints Church, Area C New Owerri Parsonage

Triumphant Anglican Church Building Irete

St. Andrew’s Anglican Church Parsonage Freezone, Irete

St. Barnabas Church Building Umuoma Irete

Victory Anglican Church, Aboha, Ohii

Bread of Heaven Anglican Church Igwezi/Obingwu Ohii

St. Bartholomew’s Anglican Church, Eshimeshi Ohii

St. Philip’s Anglican Church Secondary School, Ohii

St. Stephen’s Anglican Church Parsonage, Umuobom Mbieri

Christ Church Parsonage, Umuabhii

Anglican Church of the Holy Spirit, Control Post, New Owerri
Ascension Anglican Umuneke Obazu Mbieri Parish

St. Peter’s Church Parsonage, Umunwanyi Umuguma

DEDICATION OF PROJECTS: The following projects were dedicated during the periods under

review.

30/08/2020
30/08/2020
10/11/2020
01/12/2020
06/12/2020
16/12/2020
22/12/2020
24/12/2020
07/02/2021
24/02/2021

Christ Church Owerri Women’s Ministries Kitchen

Christ Church Owerri Sick Bay

Our Saviour Anglican Academy (OSAA) Classroom Complex Amakohia

Rev. Dr. & Dr. Mrs. Yadiri Ekeanyanwu’s House

Emmanuel Church Parsonage, Area L New Owerri

All Saints Church Area C, New Owerri Children’s Hall

H.R.H. Eze Mike Okere’s Palace, Avu

Trinity Eye Care Centre Built by Rev. & Dr. (Mrs) Sam Duru at Ubomiri

Chapel of the Holy Spirit Parsonage, IMSU Owerri

Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti Workers House, Egbeada, Amakohia
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Archdeaconry

05/04/2021 - Ven. Augustine Uchehara Chapel, ADJS Mbieri
09/05/2021 - St. Barnabas Church Parsonage, Obeakpu Umunoha
09/05/2021 - St. Barnabas Church Building, Obeakpu Umunoha
16/05/2021 - Holy Trinity Church Obazu Mbieri Belfry

06/06/2021 - All Saints Church Nkwo Orji Parsonage

CONFIRMATION: We visited these Parishes for Confirmation to the glory of God. Our joy is that
through the grace of God, these confirmed candidates accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and
personal Saviour. Praise God. We pray for their sustenance and growth day by day in Jesus
name, Amen. We commend the efforts of the Episcopal Pastoral team led by the Bishop’s Senior
Chaplain, Rev Canon Jonah Nwebo. They are as follow:

12/07/2020 - Afara Parish - 44
06/09/2020 - St. Silas Parish Ama-Wire Uratta - 65
18/10/2020 - Idem Ogwa Parish - 41
25/10/2020 - St. Cyprians Parish F.H.E. Owerri - 48
08/11/2020 - Blessed Holy Trinity Parish, New Owerri - 25
22/11/2020 - Eziama Obiato Parish - 56
31/01/2021 - All Saints Parish, Umuguma - 32
14/02/2021 - Umuahii Mbieri Parish - 46
02/05/2021 - Avu Parish - 85
19/05/2021 - Umunoha Parish - 45
25/05/2021 - Nazareth Parish, Ohohia - 24
30/05/2021 - Umuguma Parish - 54
06/06/2021 - Orji Parish - 140
13/06/2021 - Ubakuru Mbieri Parish - 26

ARMS OF THE CHURCH

WOMEN'’S MINISTRIES

The Women’s Ministries by God’s grace are trying. The women are presently embarking on the
construction/building of two-storey building for College of Nursing Sciences at Ogwa. We pray
that our God will touch men and women of this Diocese and beyond to be veritable instruments
in actualising this project. We commend the efforts of Mama Owerri — Mrs. Chidiebere C. Oparah,
the Women Executive and the entire women of the Diocese. We thank God for the revival and
meaningful contributions that are seen in different families through the spiritual teachings from
our mothers. May God continue to use them in Jesus name, Amen. Our Women’s Ministries
Mothers’ Union Conference this year will hold from Thursday 18" to Sunday 21t November,
2021 at Christ Church, Owerri. Pray for the success of the Conference.

MEN’S MINISTRIES/AMAA CONFERENCE 2020: The 5™ Diocesan All Anglican
Men’s Association (AAMA) Conference was held at St. Michael & All Angels Anglican
Church, New Owerri, New Owerri Archdeaconry from Friday 17t to Sunday 19% July,
2020 with the theme “I Planted . . . .” Biblical Reflection of St. Paul the Great
Church Planter (1 Cor. 3:6). It was a great Conference of revival and we thank
God for the success of the synod.

COUNCILS OF KNIGHTS
Fifty (50) new Knights together with their ladies were investitured as Knights of St. Christopher of
the Anglican Diocese of Owerri at CATOL, Owerri on Sunday, 3™ January, 2021.
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The Council of Knights had their Annual Trooping of Colours from Thursday 14" to Sunday, 17t
January, 2021. We thank God for successful completion of the tenure for the immediate
Executive of the Council, ably led by Sir Gabriel Oduah. We appreciate all their efforts throughout
their tenure in piloting the affairs of the Council and pray that our good Lord will reward their
labour in Jesus name, Amen. We also thank God for the appointment of the new Executive of
Owerri Council of Knight with Sir Chinweuba Amachi as the President, Sir Henry Ogojiaku as
Vice President |, Sir Emma Nnawuchi as Vice President Il, Sir Godswill Nwanguma as
Secretary and Lady Phina Onyekuru as the Lady President. We pray that our God of grace will
see them through in this assignment in Jesus name, Amen. The council had their Business
meeting at St. Andrew’s Church, Aladinma on Saturday, 5" June, 2021. It was well attended.
The Knights are currently building the church located inside the Knights Secretariat whose
Foundation stone and naming was done on Sunday, September 13, 2020 by the Lord Bishop, Rt
Rev Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, PhD, JP.

EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP IN THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION (EFAC)

The Diocesan EFAC Convention this year was held at Christ Church Owerri from 16t
to 18" October, 2020 with the theme: “Bring up the Ark of God’s Covenant”.
The Owerri EFAC Subzonal was hosted at Christ Church, Owerri from 15% — 18t April,
2021 with the theme: Serving the Lord in the Prescribed way.

ANGLICAN YOUTH FELLOWSHIP (AYF)

The Diocesan Anglican Youth Fellowship Conference was held from Friday, 11t to
Sunday 13t September, 2020 with the theme “Godliness with Contentment” (1
Tim. 6:6) at Cathedral of Transfiguration of Our Lord (CATOL), Owerri. The
Conference was successful to the glory of God. The Joshua Generation Youth
Conference organized by Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) was held at the University of
Nigeria Nsukka from 5" to 10" April, 2021. Our youths attended in their great number. Our
Diocesan Youth programmes this year have been going on as scheduled.

ANGLICAN CHILDREN MINISTRY (ACM)

Our ACM from the Diocesan level to station levels are doing well. Great thanks to our ACM
teachers. ACM Conference this year will be held from 4t to 7t August, 2012 at St. Mark’s Church,
Amakohia. The new chaplains for the ACM are: Rev. Canon Kingsley Uzomah (Chaplain |), Rev.
Chidubem Dabrinze (Chaplain Il) and Rev. Samuel Ononogbo (Chaplain Il1).

CELEBRATION AND JOYS

01/08/2020 - Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Chidiebere Nwoke

01/08/2020 - Wedding of Mr. William Okpechi (Married to the daughter of Bishop Ukanwa
of Isi Mbano Diocese.

08/08/2020 - Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Uzoma Alozie

22/08/2020 - Wedding of Miss Esther Nglass (Daughter of Late Archbishop Emmanuel
Nglass at Uyo with her husband Mr. Ugbana)

22/08/2020 - Retirement Thanksgiving Service of the Most Rev. Nicholas Okoh (Former
Primate) at lka Diocese.

26/08/2020 - Rev. Dr. Samson Ayokunle, CAN President, Courtesy visit to the Bishop at
the Bishop’s Court.

29/08/2020 - Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Onyebuchi Nwachukwu

02/09/2020 - Presentation of Archbishop David Onuoha as the Archbishop of Owerri

04/09/2020 - Engr. Sir Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu 78t Birthday Celebration.

07/09/2020 - Sir Bright Nwelue appointed Special Adviser/Chief of Protocol to the
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19/09/020

27/09/2020
29/09/2020
06/11/2020
29/11/2020
05/11/2020
12/11/2020

23/12/2020
27/12/2020
28/12/2020
29/12/2020
31/12/2020
02/01/2021
08/01/2021

10/01/2021
09/04/2021
10/04/2021
25/04/2021

02/05/2021
08/05/2021

OUR SORROWS

07/08/2020
14/08/2020

21/08/2020
28/08/2020

29/08/2020

11/09/2020
15/09/2020
30/09/2020
08/10/2020
09/10/2020

14/10/2020

15/10/2020
30/10/2020

06/11/2020
06/11/2020

27/11/2020
03/12/2020

Governor of Imo State.

60" Birthday Celebration of Rt. Rev. Chidi Oparaojiaku

Archbishop Caleb Maduoma’s Retirement Thanksgiving

Enthronement of Bishop Henry Okeke of Ideato Diocese

Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Rowland Onyeukwu

Chief Hon. Willy Amadi 58™ Birthday

Wedding of Barr. & Mrs. Gery Kelechi Amadi

Wedding of Dr. & Mrs. Udogwu, son of Lady Stella Udogwu (Nathan
Udogwu’s Foundation)

Wedding of Mr. & Barr. (Mrs) Ifeanyi Okenkwo

Thanksgiving of Prof. Ernest Emenyonu

10 years Episcopacy of Rt. Rev. Chamberlain Ogunedo of Mbaise Diocese
Thanksgiving of Chief Sir & Lady Nnamdi Iroegbu (Udu) on his 50" Birthday.
80" Birthday of Nneoma Grace Nwaneri

Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Christian Anyiam

Dedication of St. Peter’s Cathedral Church, Owerrinta, Isiala Ngwa South
Diocese.

Thanksgiving Service of Most Rev. Hency C. Ndukuba, Primate of Church of
Nigeria

Dedication of 46 rooms Guest House of Diocese of Okigwe

Dedication of Cathedral Church of Christ, Ezihe, Isi-Mbano Diocese
Thanksgiving of Mr. & Mrs. Obinwanne lheama at Ebenezer Anglican
Church Ikwereazu Ogwa

Diocese of Egbu Celebrated 25 years Anniversary

Diocesan Singing Competition sponsored by Sir & Lady Obaiji.

Burial of Sir Abijah Ihenacho at Ebenezer Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa

Burial of Chief Sir Enyioma Nwosu at St. Mary’s Church Ntigha, Okpala

(Father-in-Law of Bishop Ugwuozor, Bishop of Aba)

Burial of Sir Godwin Uchechukwu Agu at St. Peter’'s Church, Inyishi, Ikeduru.

Burial of Hon. Justice Sir Nonyerem Okoronkwo (Former Deputy Chancellor

of the Diocese) at CATOL Owerri

Burial of Lady Florence Akajuba at St. John’s Owu-Amakohia Ikeduru

Burial of Lady Edna Anyanwu at St. John’s Church, lhiagwa

Burial of Lady Edna Onuoha (mother of Archbishop Onuoha) at St. Silas

Church, Lowa.

Burial of Barr. Ugoeze Njemanze at her Owerri residence.

Burial of Lady Josephine Ariri at H.T.C. Uratta

Burial of Ezinne Amara Stella Ugwuegbu at St. Michael’s Church, Obinze

Burial of Mrs. Joy Ukwuegbulem at Ebenezer Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa

Burial of Hon. Justice Sir Godson Maduabuchukwu Nkwoada at St. John's

Church, lIhiagwa.

Burial of Barr. Sir Jeptha Chukwunyere Achuko (father of Rev. lkenna

Achuko) at Christ Church Umuahii

Burial of Mrs. Comfort Ejiekpe (Mother of Ven. Ozioma Ejieke at Mbaise).

Burial of Chief J. O. Ahumaraeze (father of Hon. Chijioke Ahumaraeze) at

St. Thomas Church, Eziama-Obiato.

Burial of Ven. Charles I. Ojiruka (father in-law of Bishop Ezeoke of Aba and

Archbishop Onuoha) at Abia State.

Burial of Mrs. Abigail Uchegbu at H.T.C. Obazu Mbieri

Burial of Engr. Ezekiel 1zogu at Ideato

Burial of Mrs. Esther Onwuabiaubuka (Mother in-law of Bishop Chijioke Oti
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12/12/2020 - Burial of Rev. Canon Godwin Okpara of Ideato Diocese at All Saints Church

Urualla.

18/12/2020 - Memorial Thanksgiving of Sir Emenike lhekwaba at St. Paul’s Church,
Nkwerre, Orlu Diocese.

23/12/2020 - Burial of Mrs. Elfrida Agubosim at St. Stephen’s Church, Amankuta Mbieri.

24/12/2020 - Burial of Mrs. Anumibe (Wife of Evang. Frank Anumibe DHU) at Ezihe, Isi
Mbano Diocese.

30/12/2020 - Burial of Mrs. Eunice Chinyere Ukwuegbu at St. James Church Ochi Ogwa

15/01/2021 - Burial of Sir Herbert Eronini at All Saints Church, Awo-Mbieri

29/01/2021 - Burial of Ugoeze Lady Phoebe Chienyenwa Obichere at Christ Church
Oforola.

13/02/2021 - Burial of Rt. Rev. Godson Echefu (Rtd Bishop of Ideato) at St. Paul’s church,
Nkwere.

25/02/2021 - Burial of Dame Grace Iwuagwu (Wife of Bishop Iwuagwu (Rtd Bishop of
Aba) at St. Stephen’s Church Umunkwo Isi-Mbano Diocese

26/02/2021 - Burial of Mrs. Promise Ejiba at H.T.C. Obazu Mbieri.

25/05/2021 - Burial of Mrs. Joy Ogechi Ofoegbu at Emmanuel Church, lhitaoha

26/03/2021 - Burial of Sir Harold C. Ihemaguba at H.T.C. Obazu Mbieri

26/03/2021 - Burial of H.R.H. Eze Sir Alphaeus Uwaoma Chikezie at St. Thomas Church
Eziama Obiato

30/03/2021 - Burial of Rev. Cletus A. Agukwendu (The elder brother to Mama Owerri)

07/04/2021 - Burial of Mrs. Eunice Dike at (Mother of Bro. Dan Dike) at St. Mary’s Church
Amandugba, Orlu Diocese.

08/04/2021 - Burial of Rev. Japheth Okoro at St. Michael’s Church, Obinze

17/05/2021 - Burial of Mr. David Madujibeya (father —in-law to Rev. Joseph Igbo) at
H.T.C. Obazu Mbieri

21/05/2021 - Burial of Ezinne Tryphina Chitumogu Oparaojiaku (mother of Bishop
Oparaojiaku) at H.T.C. Obazu Mbieri.

27/05/2021 - Burial of Ven. Davidson Ozuzu Ph.D at H.T.C. Obazu Mbieri

28/05/2021 - Burial of Mrs. Selina Ndukuba (mother of Most Rev. Henry Ndukuba,
Primate of Church of Nigeria) at St. Peter’'s Church, Ogberuru

03/06/2021 - Burial of Mrs. Duruamaku (wife of Ven. Prof. Chukwuemeka Duruamaku) at
H.T.C. Obazu Mbieri

12/06/2021 - Burial of Rt. Rev. Dr. Augustine A. Omole, Bishop of Sokoto

We equally want to notify you of the passing unto glory of the former Archbishop of Owerri
Province and the Bishop Emeritus of Ideato, Most Rev. Caleb A. Maduoma whose burial will be
on Friday 9™ July, 2021 at St. Stephen’s Church, Awalla, Ideato Diocese. Pray for the family.

May the Lord comfort all the families that lost their ones including those not captured in this
address and grant eternal repose to the deceased in Jesus name, Amen.

STATE OF THE NATION

Nigeria as a nation is crippled in all areas: education, health secure, security, power supply,
justice, infrastructures, respect for lives and properties, resources management, love for one
another, rule of law, to mention but a few; a nation where inhuman activities are the order of the
day.

She is like the crippled beggar at the Beautiful Gate who was helpless, incapacitated, hopeless,
without focus, and no plan for the future, and could not help himself, yet he was in front of where
everything beautiful was happening. Nigeria has been blessed by God with rich natural heritage,
yet like the crippled beggar at the Beautiful gate who could only see beautiful things happening
around him but could not tap/enjoy any of them. This is just the state of Nigeria as a nation.
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We want a new Nigeria, where things should be done aright, where there should be respect for
human lives, properties, justice, religion, rule of law, love for one another, free from insecurity,
insurgencies, banditry, killings, kidnappings, and other negative vices. Furthermore, a country
where employment opportunities should be made available for her citizenry; a country where
marginalization, hatred, acrimonies should cease; where there will be proper management and
allocation of resources; diversification of the economy through industrialisation and mechanised
agriculture, proper distribution of appointments, where citizens should feel the positive impact of
democracy and above all where the leaders should lead with the fear of God, so that God’s
chosen people will rejoice. That is the country we want as a people and as a nation.

Unfortunately, there is no rejoicing in Nigeria, rather Nigeria has been in tears, weeping and
agony for incessant bloodsheds of innocent citizens and Kkillings; wanton destructions of
properties, affliction of all kinds inflicted by fellow human beings. We implore the Government at
all levels to ensure the security of lives and properties of her citizenry, where these issues are
beyond them of which we know it is, they should involve international communities to assist them.
Remember that Peter gave a helping hand to the crippled beggar for his ankles and feet to be
made strong.

We are in the world of technology, where technology can expose all crimes, site of crimes, and
those involved. Our leaders should as a matter of urgency employ technology in fighting
insecurity, insurgency and other forms of crimes in this country. We also join our voices to say
that this country needs restructuring, review of her constitution and a round table conference to
address all these issues facing the country. There are a lot of agitations in this country, which is
not out of place; therefore, the Government should listen to the plight of the agitators and the
entire citizens; and put things right. Things are no longer at ease; nobody should deny that fact.
The government must act urgently and in the right direction, while we implore every citizen to be
law-abiding; pursue peace and love so that all these killings and acrimonies will cease as we
continue to depend on God, our solution Provider and never relent in calling upon the name of
Jesus in all these situations and circumstances in Nigeria.

We equally want to suggest and advise as follow that:

(1)  The construction of new railways should be extended to South East and South-South
Geo-political part of this country and at this time let it also pass through Owerri the
capital city.

(2)  The federal roads in South East of this country need to be given urgent attention as
they are nothing to write home about and have claimed so many lives through road
accidents.

(4) We encourage our people to come home and invest in order to develop their
land/place as it is safer - No matter what, home is the best.

(5) The federal government should have proper plans, policies, and implementation
strategy for the development of all the geopolitical zones.

(5) The 2023 Election should be completely electronic so that all human errors would be
eliminated, and people’s votes count in the selection of their leaders.

May God heal our crippled nation and bless Nigeria.

CONFERENCE THEME:

23



THE BEAUTIFUL GATE EXPERIENCE:
The Expectation of Every Christian Father (Acts 3)

Introduction

The Acts of the Apostles is the second part of Luke’s account/history. It was written so that we
would have the true story of how the Christian Church began and grew. The book of Acts
especially talks about the work of two of the Apostles — Peter and Paul. Peter is the central
person involved in beginning the Church in Jerusalem and Paul is the important missionary who
went out to nearby countries to tell others about Christ. Acts of the Apostles can also be called

“The Acts of the Holy Spirit” because it teaches about the coming and work of the Holy Spirit.

The book of Acts teaches three things about the early Church:

1)  What the message of the early church was;

2) How the Jews rejected the message and how God sent the apostles to the Gentiles, who
accepted the Gospel; and

3) How the early Church was treated by the local and Roman governments.

The central chapter in this our discourse is Acts Chapter 3; which was the message of the early
Church that manifested the power of God in the salvation of mankind (a crippled man) using
Apostles Peter and John; which has been entitled “The Beautiful Gate Experience: The

Expectation of Every Christian Father”.

Before proceeding we will not loose-sight of the definition of some key words: Beautiful, Gate,
Experience, Expectation, Christian, father and Christian father.

Beautiful - It is an adjective meaning having beauty; possessing qualities that give great
pleasure or satisfaction to see, hear, think about etc, delighting the senses or mind. It can also be
seen as wonderful, very pleasing or satisfying according to Dictionary.com. Cambridge Dictionary
defines beautiful as having an attractive quality that gives pleasure to those who experience it or
think about it.

Gate — A gate is a point of entry to or from a space enclosed by walls. Gates may prevent or
control the entry or exit of individuals, or they may be merely decorative. The moving part or
parts of a gate may be considered “doors” as they are fixed at one side whilst opening and
closing like one (wikipedia).

Experience — it is practical contact with and observation of facts or events. It is also an event or
occurrence which leaves an impression on someone. Merriam Webster defines experience in the

following ways: (a) direct observation of or participation in events as a basis of knowledge
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(b) The fact or state of having been effected by or gained knowledge through direct observation
or participation. (c) Practical knowledge, skill or practice derived from direct observation of or
participation in events or in a particular activity. (d) Something personally encountered,
undergone or lived through. All these definitions are acceptable in our context. Experience
according to Collins is something that you do or that happens to you especially something
important that affects you (collinsdictionary.com).

Expectation — It is the feeling that good things are going to happen in the future. (Cambridge
Dictionary). Merriam Webster defines Expectation as follows: (1) the act or state of expecting:
Anticipation (2) Something expected (3) Basis for expecting. Assurance (4) Prospects of
inheritance — usually used in plural.

Christian — A Christian is a believer in Christianity. An individual who seeks to live his or her life
according to the principles and values taught by Jesus Christ. An individual who has a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ.

Father — A male who sires (and often raises) a child. Itis a term of address for an elderly man. A
person who plays the role of a father in some way. It is often hold as a title or form of address of
a priest. It is a male parent.

Christian Father — A Christian father is that man who has accepted the Lordship of Jesus Christ
as his Lord and personal saviour. He is in tone with the message of the Saviour and has yielded
to the supremacy of Jesus Christ; a new creature (2 Cor. 5:17); a royal priesthood who has been
called out of darkness into a marvellous light (1 Pet 2:9). He does the will of the Father in heaven
(Mt 7:21b).

Exegesis of Acts 3:1-26

God’s testimony of the truth of Christianity continued after the Pentecost ( Act 2). For some time
after the establishment of the Church in Acts 2, Christians usually go to the Jewish temples to
teach that Jesus is the Messiah. It was in one of such occasions that Peter and John went to the
temple at about the ninth hour (3pm) that they encountered the crippled man. Chapter 2 of the
Acts of Apostles gives the detailed and exciting birth of the Christian Church on the day of
Pentecost. This was the etymology of the Christian history and it was the inauguration Day for
Missions for the disciples. Thousands of people were added to the Church; the Church grew in
number and advanced spiritually. Many accepted Jesus Christ as the Messiah (Saviour).
According to the Book of Acts, “They devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer . . . they meet together at the Temple courts,
they broke bread in their homes and ate together with gladness and sincere hearts, praising God

and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number those who were
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saved” (Acts 2:42-47). It was this act of meeting at the Temple that withessed the miraculous

encounter of Peter and John with the crippled beggar in Act 3 at about ninth hour (3pm).

Acts of the Apostles Chapter 3:1-26 is a complete salvific testimony of the work of Jesus Christ
exhibited by His Apostles — Peter and John. So, the verses are so memorable, hence it describes
the beauty of God in man which He created in His image. This chapter is divided into two. The
first part is Acts chapter 3:1-11, which can be called the Beautiful Gate Miracle and the second
part Acts 3:12-26 can be called the Peter’s Powerful Sermon. The later event is a continuation

of the former.

The Beautiful Gate Miracle (Acts 3:1 —11)

The beautiful gate miracle was an experience of a miraculous touch of our Master Jesus Christ
to a crippled man (beggar) who had an extraordinary healing through the Apostles of Jesus
Christ who had received fresh power on the Pentecost (Peter and John); where God manifested
His divine healing power by mere proclamation of the name of Jesus Christ by Peter, who in
synergy with his partner in mission John was able to give a helping hand to a crippled man,
which strengthened his ankles and feet and the man’s story changed. The helpless beggar
received help, and his hopeless nature changed to hope; he who has no future, now had future
and became integrated into the society. This points to the fact that there is nothing our God
cannot do. The crippled man now had legs instead of the usual alms he used to ask for. What a
God! He knows all we need; the real desires of our hearts as the Bible says, “the Lord will supply

all our needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:19).

The crippled man in the temple area may have been over forty years old as he was addressed as
a man. He may have been a father, as Jews married early in life, unlike Nigeria youths who go
into marriage life late because of the devastating economic hardship and unemployment
problems; but | doubt because of his poor state. He had begged daily on the steps before the
temple gate called Beautiful. Everyone knew him for he continually begged for alms from those
who went by him in and out of the temple courtyard. Probably, this was one of those individuals
Jesus may have not healed on His personal visits to the temple, which He knew even after His
departure that His disciples would heal as well. The healing of this crippled man may have been
properly reserved for this occasion when Peter and John met him because our God is

omniscience God.

The Greek text literally shows that this man was born deformed, so he had never been able to

walk. The biblical scholars do not know from external sources about the gate called Beautiful. It
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might have been a local nickname for a popular gate, since there is no gate in the temple with
such name, but the miracle that happened there at the gate may have given the place the classic
name “Beautiful Gate”. It was Beautiful, because the works of God are beautiful. As you read

and listen may something beautiful happen to you in Jesus name, Amen.

This crippled man was truly helpless and has no plan for the future; he was a prime candidate for
God’s powerful help and mercy. The steps in his healing are very attractive — Peter established
personal contacts by asking the man to look at him. Then Peter exercised the power in the name
of Jesus and as well told him to get up and walk in Jesus’ name. Peter as well helped the man
up by holding him on his hands, and suddenly his ankles strengthened, he began to walk,
leaping and praising God. Healing can come as God touches our lives through the ministry of
others, that is why we usually pray that God should please use us to be blessing to others and
use others to be blessing unto us. As we experience healing and share our salvific testimonies

(story), we can bless others by leading them to Christ.

We must note that the Apostles had no money (neither did they have any gold or silver), but
Peter had the authority to command God’s miraculous power that was more valuable than money
and the man’s healing came to pass. In today’s Church, so many fake Pastors and Church
ministers demand for money and some forcefully demand for money before prayers are offered.
We condemn such practices in the name of Church. It supposed not to be so in the Church
especially in our Diocese as such demand can never happen. Our congregation needs our
prayers and ministers of God need to pray for them always without any demand. It is their
responsibility to thank God through the priest at the appropriate time as one of the ten lepers
willingly came to offer thanks to God after his healing ( Mt 8: 2-4, Mk 1: 40-44, Lk 17:12-19).

Miracle is from God and magic is not from God. It was evidenced that the man’s miracle was
from God, that everyone knew that it was the man who had begged from them every day for
many years as they came and went from the temple (Jn 9:8). Luke’s recording of this particular
miracle was for the purpose of giving evidence that this miracle could not have been the work of
someone who worked magical tricks. Luke as an accomplished Medical Doctor (Physician) could
not hide the beauty of this healing at the beautiful gate. True miracle causes wonder and
amazement as in the case of this study. Verses 9-11 “When all the people saw him walking and
praising God, they recognised him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate
called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to

27



them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade”. This miracle occasioned the gathering of the
crowd. From the very beginning of the Church, Christians have been engaged in crowd
evangelism or mass evangelism (crusade). We have an event — in this case a healing — and that
gathers crowd, and the occasion was used to start to evangelise. Whatever opportunity you see,

never relent in proclaiming the name of the Lord and His goodness.

The Peter’s Powerful Sermon (Acts 3:12-26)

The healing of the beggar created a scene as people who came to the temple rushed to Peter
and John in Solomon’s Colonnade/Porch (3:11). It is the outer court of the temple, called the
Court of the Gentiles. It used to be a very busy part of the temple — Religious teachers debated
and taught their pupils in its shade (Luke 2:46; 19:47, John 10:23). Merchants and money
changers did business there (Luke 19:45, John 2:14-16). Also, the early Church met and had
their teachings there (Acts 2:46; 5:12; 42).

Peter had a great opportunity to preach the gospel seeing a great number of people. In Luke’s
account, he made another major presentation of the gospel, similar to the Pentecost Sermon in
Acts 2:14-41. Both the ‘Pentecost’ and ‘Beautiful Gate’ Sermons focused on the proclamation of
Jesus Christ as the Saviour. The ‘Powerful Sermon’ illustrated the personality of Jesus as God’s
Servant, the Holy and Righteous One, the Author of life, and the Prophet, the greatest healer,

and a miracle worker.

He highlighted the Jew’s rejection of Jesus and his vindication by God. Peter did not take the
glory of God for himself rather he realised they were only mere instruments used by God to
actualise the purpose of God for the crippled man as he rightly pointed out:

Men of Israel, why does this surprise you? Why do you
stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had
made this man walk? The God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant
Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned
him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. You
disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a
murderer be released to you. You killed the author of life,
but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this.
By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and
know was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that
comes through him that has given this complete healing to
him, as you can all see (Acts 3:12-16).

28



Peter also called for repentance in terms of accepting Jesus as Messiah. He encouraged them to
repent and come to Jesus as they acted in ignorance by killing Jesus, which was ever the
fulfilment of the prophesy as he says:

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may
be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from
the Lord, and that he may send the Christ, who has
been appointed for you — even Jesus (Acts 3:19-20).

Today, the same opportunity that was for the crippled man at the beautiful gate is still available
for every one of you; only if you will be willing and interested; that same touch will be yours.
As we experience healing and share our story (testimony) of salvation to others, may God use us

as good instruments to lead others to Christ in Jesus name, Amen.

THE EXPERIENCE AT THE BEAUTIFUL GATE
From our biblical context (Acts 3:1-11), the beautiful gate experience includes: healing, salvation,
liberation, freedom, fresh touch, rehabilitation, reintegration, restoration, evangelism,

worship/praises and mission achieved.

First, we must establish the fact that in a typical Jewish culture, a beggar is regarded as nobody,
a nonentity, a castaway, and discriminated. He is a very poor person and do not associate with
others and others hardly associate with him unless his family members. There is a clear
demarcation between a Jewish beggar and a normal person. A beggar’s survival is dependent
upon others. The situation of the beggar in our context is pitiable hence Acts 3:2 states that this
beggar was lame from birth, he depended on people possibly family members to carry him to a
site like the temple where he will constantly see people who devoted themselves constantly to
prayer, who were generous in giving to such people because they see the act of giving as a way
of worshipping God. So, the beggar had the privilege of coming to the temple through the
instrumentality of others for begging. The Greek text literally means that this man had come from
his mother's womb with a deformed leg or foot, so he had never been able to walk. Peter and
John were the instruments God used to bring healing, freedom, salvation, liberation/deliverance
to the crippled beggar. Spiritually and sociologically speaking, he was re-integrated properly into
the society (vs 7-8). “He followed them to the temple, walking and praising God”. He was
rehabilitated, physically and economically he received his healing and his trade changed. He was
never referred to as the beggar at the temple gate any longer. He was restored and instantly he
followed the Apostles who healed him in the name of Jesus. From the opportunity of the beautiful
gate, Peter preached the gospel message, the healed beggar standing by his side as a testimony

of the work done by God through Jesus Christ — the Messiah — this Peter's message became the
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second most powerful sermon Peter preached after the first sermon at Pentecost. In fact, the
two sermons are related in context and style. It was a mission accomplished. So many souls

were added to the Church. Alleluia!

Initially, the beggar was outside the beautiful gate begging, but now he has joined the Apostles
Peter and John inside the beautiful gate where the hopeless man received hope, helpless
received help and the story became a turnaround story to God’s glory as the crippled man’s
name changed and he received grace from above and he never went back to his old state and

status rather he joined in praising and witnessing for God.

The name of the temple gate where the miracle took place automatically changed — to Beautiful
Gate. The experience is monumental, historical, spirit filled and mission oriented. Thousands of
people that came for prayers that day alone became evangelists and subsequently the
message/mission were being carried from generation to generation until it came to us — the

Christian fathers of God’s Church in this Diocese — Praise God!

The beautiful gate experience is Christ’'s centred and spiritually progressive. It teaches us the
need to help one another both spiritually and physically. The Beautiful Gate Experience calls for
a helping hand to someone out there crying for help as the crippled man was held by hand by

Peter for his ankles and feet to be made strong and walk.

The crippled beggar stands as a symbol of so many helpless, jobless and unemployed
citizens/people; it stands as a symbol of a crippled nation, failed institutions and crippled
economy in Nigeria — with crippled leadership, crippled universities, crippled health sectors,
crippled security, crippled infrastructures, failed families, to mention but a few. It is only when we
look on to Jesus as the beggar looked unto Peter and John (vs 4) and forget all the distractions
and call upon the name Jesus, only then we shall receive our healing — as individuals, families,
leaders, communities, states and nation. The Beautiful Gate experience ushers hope to the
hopeless; help to the helpless and focus to the distracted; if God can remember that beggar who
had no faith in him, God can remember you as well — look unto Jesus and trust Him — the Hymns

writer says that “The Bud may have a bitter taste but sweet will be the flower” (A & M 181).

The crippled man asked for alms, but he received his legs. This simply means that God knows
the real desires of our hearts. The Beautiful Gate experience ushers in the powerful message,
presenting Jesus as a Saviour and servant - a charge to contemporary leaders both in the
Church and society (Philippians 2). Also, present Jesus as Saviour — Alleluia!l Jesus as the Holy

and Righteous One (vs 13&14), the Author of life (vs 15), Jesus as the Messiah (vs 16-18). The
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miracle worker and not man; as no man should take the glory of God as the Word of God says

that His glory, He will share with no one (Isa 42:8).

The Beautiful Gate experience calls for repentance (vs15) “Repent and turn to God” both the
crippled and healthy. It presents the ‘Parousia’, the second coming of Christ when Jesus will
return and restore everything to what it should be (vs 20-21). Peter in vs 22 reminds us that God
will raise up prophets from among your own people; you must listen to everything He tells you.
Example was made of Samuel, Moses and Abraham (vs 25-26) — God said to Abraham —
through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed (cf. Gen 12:1-3). God calls on us
fathers to turn from our crippled/evil ways and come to Him; for He will bless us. God has also
called on all fathers particularly Christian fathers to be prophets and pastors in their homes. May

God continue to use us in Jesus name, Amen.

THE BEAUTIFUL GATE EXPERIENCE, ITS IMPLICATIONS TO EVERY CHRISTIAN FATHER
A Christian father is that man who has accepted the Lordship of Jesus Christ as his personal
saviour. He is in tone with the message of the Saviour and has yielded to the supremacy of
Jesus Christ; a new creature (2 Cor. 5:17); a royal priesthood who has been called out of
darkness into a marvellous light (1 Pet 2:9). He does the will of the Father in heaven (Mt 7:21b).
A Christian father’s first and greatest responsibility is to acquaint his children and entire family
with God through the Word of God as the Scripture states “Train a child in the way he should
go....” (Prov 22:6). God uses the Christian father as an instrument for instructions and discipline
(Eph 6:4). So, it is the responsibility of the Christian father to give Godly instructions, discipline,
commendation, communicate, love and respect his wife, apply God’s practical wisdom and
above all make time for his family and bring them to God in prayers. As a Christian father your
life should reflect Christ.

The beautiful gate experience implies freedom from bondage; deliverance from affliction;
physical, spiritual, and emotional healing; salvation; liberation; fresh touch; hope to the hopeless;
help to the helpless, the need for helping one another (helping hands); love; kindness;
rehabilitation; reintegration; restoration; empowerment; evangelism; praises for good; outburst of

mission and the fact that everyone is important.
To this end, every Christian father is expected to have the impact of the above experience in his

home/family, church, and society at large which should also guarantee him the firm belief of the

following:
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(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

God knows exactly all our needs and what is best for us (Rom 8:26-27) as you may ask
amiss (Jas 4:3); as our God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in
Christ Jesus (Phil 4:19). The crippled beggar asked for alms, but he was given his legs —
the real desire of his heart.

We should seek God first and every other thing shall be added unto us (Mt 6:33).
Remember that it was when the man became interested and looked intently at Peter that
He was able to connect with heaven through Jesus Christ and his sorrows were carried
away.

There is nothing good outside Christ as the man has been staying outside the gate
begging until he entered inside the beautiful gate and that was when people could also
glorify God on his behalf and his story changed. This points to the fact that there is nothing
beautiful outside Christ as there are wolves and foes outside seeking for whom to devour
(Mt 7:15, Jn 10: 1-11, 1 Pet 5:8, Rev 22:15).

Christ is the only hope to the hopeless and help (Ps 46:1) to the helpless as the Psalmist
says | will lift up my eyes to the hills, where does my help come from? My help comes
from the Lord who made heaven and earth (Ps 121 :1 - 2).

As Christian father, there is every need for one to live a life of prayer and firm belief that
God knows all your problems as St Paul’s rightly admonished us to be anxious for nothing,
but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your request be made
known to God (Phil 4:6).

Christ is our burden bearer (Mt 11:28), our liberator (Jn 8:36, Act. 4 :12) and at His name
every knee must bow and every tongue must confess that He is the Lord ( Phil 2 :9-11).
There is every need to help one another or encourage one another as was exemplified by
the early church (Act 4: 32 — 37, Heb. 10:23 - 25) . When the man was helped; he also
joined them into the temple. He was not selfish/self-centred to start going back rather he
joined them to the temple courts and praising God. This man also joined in the work of
God and evangelism by telling the miracle he has received (Act 3: 7-8).

Fathers, do not take the glory of God as many are in the habit of doing. Peter did not take
the glory of the healing to himself rather he gave all the glory to God and attributed what
happened to what God has done in the name of Jesus Christ, which concurs to the fact
that “It is not by power nor by might but by the grace of God” (Zech 4:6).

Why are you where you are and why are you doing what you are doing? This is self-
examined question. The man was carried to the beautiful gate to ask for alms for his

survival, while Peter and John were going to the Temple for prayer, studying, discipling,
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and teaching of the Word of God. So, why are you where you are today and what are you
doing?

(x) Fathers need empowerment by the Holy Spirit by accepting Christ and yielding only to His
leadership so as to be bold to condemn what is wrong and commend what is right. Peter
condemned the action of the Jews in killing Jesus the Messiah. Peter’s explanation in vs
13-14 is the problem in our today’s society, people denied the right thing and asked for
what is unjust. They asked that Barabbas (the unjust) be released instead of Jesus Christ
(The Just). It is the release of Barabbas instead of Jesus that is the problem of the world
and even Nigeria today. The bad is always preferred to the good. May God have mercy
on His world and all of us in Jesus’ name, Amen.

(xi)  Harmonious living and working together is important in our daily living as Pater and John
stand as a symbol of unity and peace and shouldn’t have achieved what they did without
peace and unity. This calls for the need for us to pursue peace, love and unity in this
country so that killings and acrimonies will cease and there will be progress in our country

and all the negative apparitions about this country be removed.

Conclusion

Dear people of God, make your homes ‘beautiful’ with the presence of Jesus Christ. For to make
your home beautiful, you should repent from your sins, turn away from your evil ways and turn to
God; accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and personal Saviour. We admonish you to be instrument
of healing, a true prophet/pastor in your home, workplace, community, state and nation, devote
yourself to studying the Word of God, extend helping hands to one another, and never despise
the gathering together of brethren; get involved in the work of the Kingdom of God through
evangelism, stand ‘tall’ in the area of discipline by being the light (Mt 5:16) for others to see in
your different life endeavours even as a civil servant, businessman, politician, priest/pastor etc,

that through your work, Christ will be made known and souls converted and won for Christ.

The beautiful gate experience is Christ’'s centred and spiritually progressive. It points to what
God can do in our state of hopelessness and bondage. No person or nation would like to
continue in bondage of sin, suffering, challenges, or the likes. Everybody desires freedom
especially the freedom that comes from Jesus Christ. Remember, “if the Son of man shall set
you free, you will be free indeed” Jn 8:31-36. It is only Jesus Christ who can save, liberate,

deliver, restore, rehabilitate, and reposition; why not come to Him without delay?
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My dear Christian fathers, let the above enumerated expectations be your ultimate desire. Live
harmoniously with one another as it is good and pleasant as the Psalmist rightly pointed out (Ps

133:1). Remember that there is strength in unity as united we stand.

May our God of peace use you fathers to bring healing in all ramifications upon our families,
communities, states, nations, and the world at large; and make you real instruments of positive

transformation and healing in all areas of lives in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Join me as we acknowledge that our the greatest healer Jesus is near even now in the song of
SS&S 89/ Abu 253.
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SS&S 89

1.

The Great Physician now is near,

The sympathizing Jesus;

He speaks the drooping heart to cheer,
Oh! Hear the voice of Jesus!

Sweetest note in seraph song,
Sweetest name on mortal tongue;
Sweetest carol ever sung,

Jesus, blessed Jesus.

. Your many sins are all forgiven;

Oh! hear the voice of Jesus!
Go on your way in peace to heaven,
And wear a crown with Jesus.

. All glory to the dying Lamb!

| now believe in Jesus;
| love the blessed Saviour’s name,
| love the name of Jesus.

. His name dispels my guilt and fear,

No other name but Jesus;
Oh, how my soul! Delights to hear
The precious name of Jesus.

Come, brethren, help me sing His praise,

Oh, praise the name of Jesus!
Come, sisters, all your voices raise,
Oh, bless the name of Jesus.

The children, too, both great and small,
Who love the name of Jesus,

May now accept the gracious call

To work and live for Jesus.

And when to the bright world above
We rise to see our Jesus,

We’'ll sing around the throne of love
His name, the name of Jesus.

Thank you for listening.

Your Brother, Friend and Bishop,

+ Chukwuma Owerri
Trinity 3 2021

Abu 253

1. Dibia ku no nso ugbu a,
Jisus, Onye-ebere;
Okwu-Ya nakasi obi;
Nurunu olu Jisus!

Koros: Abu ndi-m’ozi nabu,
Di kw’uto n’'onu madu,
Aha nke kachasi nma;
Jisus, Onye-ngozi

2. Agbagharawo njo-I nile:
Nuru olu nke Jisus!
Naga n’uzo igwe n’udo,
Soro Jisus bur’eze.

3. Otuto diri Nw’aturu!
Ugbu a ekwem na Jisus;
Ahurum Onye-nwem n’anya
Aha nke Jisus natom.

4. Aha-Ya nachupu egwum,
Nani Aha nke Jisus
O nato obim mgbe m’nanu
Aha-ngozi nke Jisus.

o

Umu-nna, sorom tobe Ya,
Tobenu Aha Jisus!
Ndinyom, welienu ol’'unu,
Gozienu Aha Jisus!

6. Un’umu-ntakiri nile,
Ndi huru Jisus n’anya,
Gaza oku amara nka,
ljere Jisus ozi.

7. Mgbe ayi garigoro n’igwe
Ayi gahu Jisus n’elu;
Ayi gano nso och’eze-Ya,
Neto aha nke Jisus!
Amen.
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