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INTRODUCTION
We give God all the glory for His numerous blesses on us, our dear families and His
Church. We that God for the great privilege He has given to us fathers especially the
Christian fathers of this Diocese to gather for this year’s conference. Last year 2022
by God’s special grace our fathers gathered at St. James Anglican Church Uzii
Owerri, Uzii Archdeaconry from Friday 24th June to Sunday 26th June 2022 with the
theme “Watch and Pray” - Universal call for all men to accomplish God’s work (Matt.
26:40-41), which was All Anglican Men’s Association (AAMA) Conference.

This year by God’s providence we are holding our 13th Diocesan Anglican Christian
Fathers Fellowship (ACFF) Conference of our Men’s Ministry Conference at Holy
Trinity Anglican Church Obazu, Mbieri, Obazu Mbieri Archdeaconry with the theme:
One thing is remaining: A true reflection for all Christians Fathers (Mark 10:21)
from Thursday 22nd to Sunday 25th June 2023. We believe God that in His infinite
mercies ang goodness He will open our innermost mind/eyes to that one thing that is
remaining. Indeed, what is remaining is one thing. May God through the power of His
Holy Spirit help us to identify that ‘one thing’ that is remaining in order to share
eternity, with Him in Jesus name, Amen.

Welcome and Appreciation
With deep sense of humility, most respectfully ascribe all honour, adoration and
thanksgiving to our only wise God who has made it possible to gather in this
conference despite all the untold hardship in the country, may His name alone be
praised. We appreciate and welcome all Christian fathers in this conference as you
are very important in God’s kingdom mandate.

We welcome in a special way our father in God, the Rt. Rev. Dr. Oluwaseun
Adeyinka Aderogba JP, the Lord Bishop of the Diocese of Jebba in the Ecclesiastical
Province of Kwara.

We welcome the President of the Women’s Ministries, Dr (Mrs) Chidiebere
Chukwuma Oparah (Mama Owerri) – my dear wife and partner in progress.

We welcome and appreciate our Lord Chancellor, Lady Justice Evelyn Anyadike, our
Registrar and Clerk, Sir Chukwuma Ekomaru, SAN and other Diocesan Legal team
to this conference. We pray for God’s continuous presence to always abide with them
in all their endeavours n Jesus name, Amen.

We welcome the Executive of our Men’s Ministries and the Central Planning Team
led by Sir Baldwin Onozie, our Diocesan Lay Coordinator. Ven. Chimezie Onyenuma
and the team of other Chaplains, Rev. Canon Kingsley Oparanozie, PhD and Rev.
Canon Godson Okoro, MA. And the Desk Officer Rev Canon Donald Awujor are
highly appreciated and we thank them for always packaging our programmes. We
welcome our Venerable Archdeacons, Administrators, Rectors, All Priests and
Church workers to this ACFF Conference.

The Host Vicar/ Archdeacon and his wife Venerable Ozioma & Mrs. Ngozi Ejiekpe
and his team of clergy and Church workers in this Archdeaconry deserve our
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appreciation for ensuring that the venue is in shape for the conference. The Local
Organizing Committee (LOC) deserves our special appreciation. Thank you all for
making yourselves available for God’s use. May God reward you abundantly.

We welcome and appreciate all our invited guests, the media, and all our Christian
fathers. You are all welcome as you are all important to God.

BRIEF HISTORY OF OBAZU MBIERI ARCHDEACONRYOBAZU MBIERI

Early before 1911, Pa Moses Edoziem who was a Sanitary Inspector was posted to
Calabar after his education at Government College Bonny in Riverine Area of Rivers
State. In course of carrying out his duty in what was then known as European
quarters. He questioned the bushy environment of the white men’s quarters. He was
bitter by the bushy environment of the area. The white men complained lack of
labourers to cut the grasses and keep the environment clean.

Pa Moses promised to bring workers for them. On his annual leave to Umunwafor
Obazu and back to Calabar, he went back with his kinsmen like Messrs Josiah
Chiocha, Stephen Oparaocha, Nathaniel Achilike, Mr. Simeon M. Chibikodo and
others. These men were not converts before they left home. Part of the deal was that
Moses and his kinsmen whom he recruited will attend the Holy Trinity Church
Calabar and it was so. They were converted to Christianity; a special pew was given
to them in the church.

By then, these men were in Calabar as traders and later join their kinsmen to worship
in Calabar. Messrs Daniel Nosiri, Mathias Nosiri, Abadenego and Job, all became
converts.

A time came when Pa Moses Edoziem summoned a meeting where he asked his
brethren whether there was anything wrong if they went back home in Umunwafor
Obazu to practice the same worship they did in Calabar. They all asserted to do that.
When they were back, they had challenges of where to worship. They traced a
church at Egbu, Owerri called CMS Church now All Saints Cathedral Church, Egbu.
They worshipped in CMS Church Egbu for some time.

But Pa Nosiri Duruori being an old man was worried of their safety as the young men
made a very long distance to Egbu every Sunday to worship God. Pa Nosiri Duruori
was not comfortable with them because of slavery, killings for rituals and kidnapping.
As Pa Nosiri Duruori mount pressure on their safety to Egbu,and they were no more
regular on Sunday worship. Later, the church at Egbu noticed that the young men
were not regular in church due to Pa Nosiri Duruori’s intervention and the church
headed by Archdeacon Dennis wrote a letter through the church secretary Miss
Deswick to Pa Nosiri Duruori with the help of an interpreter asking him to allow the
young men to embrace Christianity. Pa Nosiri Duruori said he will not allow them
(young men) to travel such a long distance for worship because of their safety. He
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gave them conditions to open a church in their village. It was agreed and he gave his
“Obuma” which they used as Church and they called the church Holy Trinity Church
as that of Holy Trinity Church Calabar. A catechist was posted to head the church by
name Mr. Onyeabor.

Evangelism moved into the entire Obazu and her environs and with time the strength
of membership increased and the Obuma was too small to contend the new converts.
The congregation moved to Edesiem’s family compound. They collectively built a
dwarf wall with thatched roof and mud seats; with time the numerical strength of
converts was great and Pa Nosiri Duruori suggested a permanent central place. He
first donated his land and others followed suit and that is where the Holy Trinity
Church is today.

Holy Trinity Parish Obazu Mbieri was upgraded to Mbieri Archdeaconry headquarters
housing all the churches in Mbieri. The first assessment (Three Pounds) of the Holy
Trinity Obazu Mbieri was paid by Mr. Daniel Nosiri, while Miss K. Beswick paid the
balance of Three pounds to complete it Six Pounds.

Recently Holy Trinity Church Obazu Mbieri has planted the following churches:
(1) Christ Church Obilubi (now Parish)
(2) Anglican Church of Holy Spirit Amaogwugwu Obazu Mbieri
(3) Anglican Church of Ascension Umuneke Obazu
(4) Holy Trinity Chapel Umuchoke Obazu
(5) Holy Trinity Chapel Umueze Obazu
(6) Christ Anglican Church Chapel Obilubi
(7) Holy Trinity Chapel Obazu

The first harmonium organ was donated by Mr. Abaecheta of blessed memory during
the inauguration of the church in 1952. In 1955, the first solo performance in Holy
Trinity Church Obazu was done by late Grace Adaku nee Ihemaguba of Umunkwo
Obazu. The second organ was donated by late Mr. John Duru of Obilubi.

1) Holy Trinity Church produced the first Anglican Reverend Late Rev. Canon
Godwill Andrew Anusiem in Mbieri, Mbaitoli in 1953 in Jos while he was
priested in 1954 in St. Cyprian Port Harcourt.

2) The Holy Trinity Church has also produced the first Anglican Bishop in Mbieri,
Mbaitoli, L.G.A. Rt. Rev. Dr. Collins Chidi Oparaojiaku (Lord Bishop of
Ohaji/Egbema Diocese).

3) The present Lord Bishop of our Diocese (the 4th Bishop of Diocese of Owerri),
The Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, PhD, JP has a blood tie with
Obazu community as the mother’s maternal home is Amaogwugwu Obazu
precisely the Eziefula’s compound and the grandmother is Mama Njokuji
Onyeji nee Eziefula and his mother is Mrs. Justina Ugochi Oparah nee Onyeji
of Ubakuru Mbieri.
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4) The Holy Trinity Church has produced many Archdeacons, Canons and
Priests like Ven. Christian Ehirim (Rtd), Ven. Chukwuma Akakuru JP (Rtd),
Prof. Ven. Goddy Duruamaku, Ven. S.O.N. Onukwufor (Rtd), Late Ven. Dr.
Davidson Ozuzu, Ven. Dr. Onundu Iwuagwu, Ven. Innocent Agunanne, Ven.
Obed Nosiri, Ven. Benjamin Nwandikom and other Canons and Reverends too
numerous to mention.

The Holy Trinity Church, Obazu has produced professionals as
Organists/Choirmasters like:
1) Late Chief Godson Opara (Ugo II Obazu)
2) Late Sir Godwill Kamalu (Rtd Principal)
3) Late Sir Walter Ude (Assoc. Professor)
4) Sir Charles Ihemaguba (Assoc. Professor)

Just to mention few.

Choir/Choirmasters/ Choristers
1) Late Catechist John I. Ihemaguba
2) Late Mr. Hezekiah Uwakaji
3) Late Mr. Lawrence Nwachukwu
4) Late Mr. Emmanuel Duruamaku
5) Late Mr. Hezekial Ettoh

Just to mention few.
The first Lay Readers of HTC

1) Pa Paul Uzoho (Late)
2) Late Sir B.U. Anyasodo

The first converts/Baptism
1) Late Pa Andrew Osirigbo Anusiem
2) Late Pa Paul Omeji
3) Late Pa Anosike
4) Late Pa Edward Ebe
5) Late Pa Elijah Ebe

And many others not mentioned.
First wedded in Holy Trinity Church

1) Pa Andrew Osinigbo Anusiem
2) Pa Paul Omeji

And many others.

First Catechist of Holy Trinity Church Obazu Late Senior Catechist John Iwuajoku
Ihemaguba.The Most Rev. Dr. B.C. Nwankiti laid the foundation stone of the present
church building on 29th December 1982. It was dedicated on 27th December 2009 by
Rt. Rev. Cyril C. Okorocha, PhD, JP. The first church worker was Mr. John
Chukwuba Obi 1913-1917. The first Priest was Rev. I.O.D.C Brown. The Ven. E.C.
Onwubuari was the first Archdeacon of Old Mbieri Archdeaconry from where Obazu
Mbieri was carved out with Ven. Emma Maduwike (now Rt. Rev. Emma Maduwike
PhD) as the first Archdeacon. Since then, many Archdeacons have headed Obazu
Mbieri Archdeaconry of which Ven. Ozioma Ben. Ejiekpe is the present Archdeacon.
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SHORT PROFILE OF RT. REVD DR. O. A. ADEROGBA
LORD BISHOP, ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF JEBBA

Rt. Rev’d Dr. Oluwaseun Adeyinka Aderogba JP, was born into the family of Pa
(Prince) & Mrs. Ade Adeyeye Aderogba (of Ogogo Royal Family), hails from Ifewara
in Atakumosa West Local Government in Osun State.

He had his primary education at The Apostolic Central School, Oke-Oye, Ilesa and
secondary education at Ijesa Muslim Grammar School, Ilesa. He had encounter with
Jesus Christ in the year 1988, which marked the beginning of new things in his life.
When he was in Ilesa, he attended St. Margaret Anglican Church, where he served
as Evangelical Youth Leader (Christ Ambassador) both in the Church and in Ilesa
Diocese, Children teacher, Boys Brigade leader between 1990 - 1999. He was a
drama minister and use film projector as a means of winning souls for Christ at that
time. He was part of evangelism drives of old Ilesa Diocese.

He played a prominent role in the annual ljesa land revival known as Jesus
celebration. His team moved around all the villages under old ilesa Diocese with him
as a team leader. Villages like Idoko,Owa kajola,Idominasi,Iperindo,Odo -Ijesa, Oke-
Bode, Ila-Ijesa, Iloro Oko,Oke Osin,Ipetu Ijesa ,Ijebu Jesa, Esa Oke, Igangan, just to
mention a few.

He was the pioneer Church agent of Church of Annunciation, Aralopon, Ilesa
between 1996 - 1999. He worked in Odo-Ijesa as an auxiliary teacher between 1997
- 1999. He obeyed God’s call into ministry in 1999 and attended Immanuel College of
Theology between 1999 - 2002, where he had his Diploma in Theology (Dip. Th). He
was posted to Diocese of Kwara and had his Deaconate Ordination in 2002 and
priested in 2003 by Late Bishop J.O.A. Fabuluje. He served as Assisting Priest in St.
Luke’s Anglican Church, Obbo-Aiyegunle between 2002-2005. He was appointed as
Diocesan Youth Chaplain in Kwara Diocese between 2005 - 2010. He also served as
AYF, EFAC, ACF, ACM and ASF Chaplain in Diocese of Kwara, Kwara College of
Education, Kwara State Polytechnic and University of Ilorin respectively.

After the enthronement of Bishop Olusegun A. Adeyemi (now rtd. Archbishop O.A.
Adeyemi), he was appointed as Bishop’s Chaplain in September, 2005. He was the
pioneer of ACFON in the Kwara Province. He also served as Assisting Priest in All
Souls, Fate, Ilorin while still the Diocesan Youth Chaplain. Later, he was transferred
to St. John (the Evangelist) Anglican Church, Offa-Garage, between January 2007 –
August, 2012.

He was made the Chaplain and Manager of Diocesan Investment, Peter Akinola
House from Oct 2010 - Feb 2019. He was made Canon on 12th April, 2010. He later
got transferred to Bishop Smith Memorial Anglican Church, Gaa-Akanbi, Ilorin in Sept.
2012 as Administrator. On Jan 10, 2013, he was preferred as an Archdeacon of
Bishop Smith Archdeaconry. While he was in the office, he planted twenty-four (24)
Churches which made the Bishop (then) Archbishop Segun Adeyemi carved out
three (3) Archdeaconries from this Archdeaconry every Easter Monday between
2016 - 2018.
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He was still the Archdeacon of Bishop Smith Archdeaconry, where he was elected as
Bishop of Jebba Diocese on Jan 10th, 2019, Consecrated Bishop on 29th March and
Enthroned as Bishop of Jebba on April 6th, 2019. He has served in different capacity
in Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) and Ecumenism:

(1) Member of Rapporteur for DIVCCON (2013 - 2015)
(2) Member of Committee for All Clergy Conference 2017
(3) Delegate of General Synod and Standing Committee of Church of Nigeria (2013 -
2016)
(4) CAN Chairman of Offa-Garage Neighbourhood (2009 - 2012)
(5) Electoral Committee of State CAN and Local Government (2017 – till date)
(6) Youth Coordinator of CCN Kwara State (2009 - 2017) and
(7) Assistant Secretary of CCN South-West Zone (2018 - 2020)
He is the present Vice-Chairman of CCN of Kwara State.

He had his Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.) in United Missionary Church of
Africa Theological College (UMCATC) in 2010; Master of Theology (M.Th.) at
Crowther Graduate Theological College, Abeokuta in 2015; Master of Arts (M.A) in
Religious Studies at Ajayi Crowther University, Oyo in 2017 and Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D.) in Crowther Graduate Theological College, Abeokuta, 2019.

Rt. Revd Dr O.A Aderogba is a teacher of the Word of God, a Discipler, Church
Planter and Prophet. he is a man that love and enjoy being in God’s presence on his
‘kneel’ He is the Diocesan Bishop of Jebba Diocese. He is happily married to Mrs.
Esther Oore-ofe Aderogba and the marriage is blessed with two lovely children,
Praise and Paul.

NEWS WITHIN THE DIOCESE

Fathers’ Day Celebration 2023
The Fathers’ Day 2023 was celebrated on Sunday 18th June 2023 in all our
Churches. It was a period for our Men to be inducted as Anglican Christian Fathers.
The celebration brought restoration and rededication among fathers in our Churches
as many of our Churches had Revival programmes within the week. To God be the
glory.

Men’s Ministry Conference 2022
The 6th Biennial Diocesan AAMA Conference was held at St. James Anglican Church
Uzii, Owerri, Uzii Archdeaconry from Friday 24th to Sunday, 26th June, 2022 with the
theme: “Watch and Pray”. A Universal call for all men to accomplish God’s work (Matt.
26: 40-41).

Christmas Get-together for Retired Church Workers and Wives
It was held at the Cathedral of Transfiguration of Our Lord (CATOL), Owerri on
Sunday 22nd January, 2023. We thank God for that grace of fellowshipping together.
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Thanks to their Chaplains, Rev. Canon Chima Iwuchukwu and Rev. Canon Engr.
Chidubem Dabrinze for their Labour of Love.

Diocesan Elders’ Prayer Forum
The Elders’ Prayer Forum of our Diocese had their Annual Thanksgiving on
Wednesday 25th January 2023. Meanwhile, their annual get-together with Bishop and
Mama Owerri was held on Sunday 22nd January 2023 at the Cathedral of
Transfiguration of Our Lord (CATOL), Owerri. We thank God for their love and
prayers for the Diocese. We appreciate the donation of twenty thousand naira made
by the Diocesan Elders’ Prayer Forum in support of the new Diocesan Secretariat
building. May God richly reward them in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Christmas Get-together for Clergy and Wives.
This was held at Holy Trinity Church Obazu, Mbieri on Friday 16th December, 2022.
We thank God for that Grace of fellowshipping together and time of refreshing in
God’s presence.

Retreats in the Diocese
We continue to thank God for His enablement as we continue to carry out our
mission of Kingdom Expansion in the area of training and re-training of the Priests
and Church Workers for effective ministry. The following Clergy and Wives retreats
as well as Church Teachers and Wives retreats were held:

1. Clergy and Wives Retreat held at St. James Church Uzii with the theme: Clergy
and wives making disciples for Spiritual and Social Transformation in the 21st
Century (Isaiah 6:8, Mt. 28:19-20) from 18th to 20th January. The Retreatant was
the Rt. Rev. Dr. Stephen K. Okobe, Lord Bishop Anglican Diocese of Kabba,
Lokoja Province, Kogi State.

2. Retreat for the New Parish Priests and Wives at St. James Church Uzii from 16th-
18th January 2023.

3. Church Teachers & Ordinands and Wives Retreat at St. James Church Uzii from
24th-27th January, 2022 with the theme: Church Teachers & Wives making
disciples for Spiritual and Social Transformation in the 21st Century (Isaiah 6:8, Mt.
28:19-20). The Retreatant was Ven. Timothy Igbokwe, the Archdeacon of Uratta
South Archdeaconry.

Proposed College of Nursing Sciences, Ogwa
This project was handed over to the Women’s Ministries of our Diocese to execute.
We are happy for the work already going on in the site. The proposed College of
Nursing Sciences building /complex as at today is almost 80% completion as it is at
the finishing stage. The construction of the Male Hostel is ongoing. It is a twelve-
room bungalow. The hostel building is at the Lintel level. To God be the glory.

Ogwa (Mission) General Hospital, Ogwa
We thank God that Ogwa (Mission) General Hospital is meeting the needs of the
patients. The maternity building was renovated by Ogwa Community Association.
United Kingdom and Island. We are praying for more support for the Hospital. We
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request that individuals/groups should prayerfully assist in any way the Lord is
leading them.

St. Luke’s Hospital, Uzii Mission Compound, Mbaise Road, Owerri
St. Luke’s Hospital, Uzii Mission Compound, Mbaise Road, Owerri is also doing well.
It is also meeting the needs of the patients.

We thank God for the staff of both hospitals. May God continue to empower them for
the task ahead in Jesus’ Name, Amen.

New Diocesan Secretariat
The new Diocesan Secretariat is a two-story building that will harbour so many
Diocesan Offices. The new Diocesan Secretariat building has been roofed and the
plastering work is going on. We pray that our good God will send laborers for this
task ahead as we call for more support towards this project to ensure its completion
at a recorded time. The dedication will be on the 12th of December, 2023 by the
Primate of All Nigeria, The Most Rev Henry Ndukuba during the Bishop’s 5th Year
Episcopal Anniversary. Please cheerfully support the work that is going on in the new
secretariat.

St. Mark’s The Evangelist Chapel Bishop’s Court
St. Mark’s The Evangelist Chapel Bishop’s Court meets every Wednesday from 8am
– 10am for Fellowship which features Prayers/Healing Service, Holy Communion,
Counselling, etc. Please join us every Wednesday morning as we fellowship together
in the beauty of His holiness.

Ebenezer Camp of Prayer & Retreat Centre (Obi Ekpere Ebenezer), Ogwa.
This is modelled to give a befitting Retreat Centre of all classes of people and race.
Ebenezer Anglican Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa opens the venue for this camp. We
commend the Diocesan Men’s Ministries for undertaken to pioneer the initial
bungalow which has now been roofed.

The second bungalow took off with the foundation stone laid on Saturday 11th June,
2022. This second bungalow has been roofed and the plastering is going on now. We
want to commend the efforts of Sir Ben S. & Lady Cecilia Uhuegbulem and family for
their love and commitment in the things of the Lord. May our good God continue to
uphold them and their entire family in Jesus name, Amen.

We want to encourage good-spirited individuals, families, congregation,
Groups/Association, etc who are touched to handle any project such as building a
hostel, hall, Bishop’s apartment or any specific building in the retreat to God’s glory to
please do as God loves a cheerful giver. Note that when undertaken can be used to
immortalize the donor or any dear one. God bless you as you give to the work of the
Kingdom of God.



10

Anglican Diocese of Owerri Clergy Estate
The Diocese has acquired about 206 plots of land at Amakohia-Ubi, Owerri West for
this project to enable our clergymen have a retirement house of their own, with 50
plots out of that dedicated for other Diocesan projects. The allocation of the plots
has been done. We thank God for that grace and also pray for as many that will like
to queue into this project to please do as perimeter facing is important in securing the
land, which needs to be done.

Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and Development
In addition to the already existing projects, the foundation has instituted scholarship
scheme at secondary school level preferably for the needy – orphans, half orphans
and other needy members who will be trained in our Diocesan Mission schools.
Presently, we have more than 36 less-privileged persons who are being trained in our
Diocesan Mission Secondary Schools. Please we solicit your support on this project
through the Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and Development, Account Number
4090849092; Polaris Bank.

Donations/Supports

1. Sir & Lady Nnamdi Iroegbu (Udu) renovated the Archdeacon Dennis Junior
Seminary (ADJS) dormitory.

2. The sum of N500,000.00 was given to Anglican Church of the Redeemer, Site
& Services, New Owerri by the Bishop’s Foundation for Mission & Development
to aid in the roofing of the church building.

3. N200,000.00 was donated to Beautiful Gate Anglican Church, Obioku Orodo by
the Bishop’s Foundation for Mission & Development.

4. 2 Trip of sands to Anglican Church of Divine Favour, Umuohia Irete
5. 10 Bags of Cement & 2 trips of sand to Anglican Church of the Trinity, Umunjo

Extension, Irete.
6. N60,000.00 for Bags of Cement to Beautiful Gate Anglican Church, Obiokwu

Orodo by the Women’s Ministries.
7. 2 Windows to Anglican Church of the Redeemer, Site & Services, New Owerri

by the Bishop & Mama Owerri (personal).
8. The following donations were made by the Women’s Ministries: 10 Bags of

Cement to Bethel Anglican Church, Umueye Irete, 10 Bags of Cement to
Anglican Church of the Trinity, Umunjo Extension, Irete, 4 Bags of Cement, and
a set of Drum to New Life in Christ Anglican Church, Military Zone, Irete

9. Diocesan Women’s Ministries through the President of the Women’s Ministries,
Dr. (Mrs.) Chidiebere Oparah (Mama Owerri) donated musical
instruments(band) to St. John’s the Beloved Anglican Church Ochii Ogwa and
300 six inches blocks

10. St Peter’s Ebom Mbieri was given 300 blocks of 6 inches by women’s Ministry
while the Bishop’s Foundation donated one trip of sand and 10 bags of cement.

11. Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and Development donated N1M to the Chapel
of the Holy Spirit, IMSU towards the ceiling of the Church building.

12. Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and Development to handle all the wood work
for the for the roofing and payment for the labour.
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13. New Bethel Anglican Church Egbeada Industrial Layout Onitsha Road, Owerri
– one (1) trip of chipping, 1500 pcs of inches blocks, microphone and Amplifier
was donated by the Bishop’s Foundation for Mission & Development. Women’s
Ministries donated one set of drum (band) for them.

Diocesan Music Festival
Our 2022 Christmas Cantata was held on Sunday 18th December, 2022 at CATOL by
2:00pm with different choirs drawn across our Diocese. It was glorious by the grace
of God. Our Diocesan Music department is doing a great work. They equally
organized a Diocesan Music retreat. Sir & Lady Sam Obaji is setting up Diocesan
Music school at St Andrew’s Aladinma, we thank them specially for that and pray for
God’s blessings on them.

Commissioning of Boys & Girls Brigade Chaplains
On the 23rd of November 2022 we commissioned the Boys and Girls Brigade
chaplains in the Diocese. All the chaplains are priests and Ordinands that graduated
from Trinity College Umuahia (Owerri Study Centre). This will go a long way in
preparing them for Youth Ministry especially in Boys & Girls Brigade.

Anglican Diocese of Owerri Power Packed Anointed Convention (ADOWPAC)
This convention is a Diocesan yearly Revival Programme, which comes up every last
weekend in November. The 2022 Convention was held from Wednesday 23rd to
Sunday 27th November, 2022. This was handled at the Parish levels with Revival
Programmes and Diocesan thanksgiving on Sunday 27th November, 2022 at Catol.
The 2023 ADOWPAC Convention will hold from Wednesday 22nd to Sunday 26th
November, 2023 at CATOL Owerri. May God bless you as you come in Jesus name,
Amen.

Global Institute of Theology and Mission (GITM)
The whole vision of this institute is for continuing discipleship and trainings in Mission
and Theology to equip the Church better in serving the Lord both now and days
ahead. The Global Institute of Theology and Mission (GITM) is for both Laity and
Clergy. It is an institute that is open for all, particularly Christian Leaders who desire
to develop themselves more in various areas of service. The institute started on 31st
October, 2022 at Bishop’s Lasbrey College, Irete and her maiden Matriculation was
held on Wednesday, 24th May, 2023 with about 81 matriculating students. The next
Admission will be by September, 2023. The Director Ven Barr Festus Oparah, PhD
and the team of lecturers, we salute you. You are doing well.

The following programmes are available in the Institute:
1) Certificate in Church Planting - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
2) Certificate in Christian Discipleship - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
3) Certificate in Anglican Communion Studies - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
4) Certificate in Global Studies - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
5) Certificate in Biblical Studies - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
6) Certificate in Youth Ministries - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
7) Certificate in Teenage Ministries - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
8) Certificate in Children Ministries - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
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9) Certificate in Prayer & Biblical Spirituality - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
10) Certificate in Ministry to the Sick - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
11) Certificate in Elderly-Care or Spiritual Gerontology - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
12) Advance Diploma Certificate in Ecumenism & Inter-Faith Studies – 2

Semesters (1 Year)
13) Advance Diploma Certificate in Church Administration & Management – 2

Semesters (1 Year)
14) Advance Diploma Certificate in Mission & Evangelism – 2 Semesters (1 Year)
15) Advance Diploma Certificate in Pastoral Counselling – 2 Semesters (1 Year)
16) Advance Diploma Certificate in Christian Education – 2 Semester (1 Year)

Train-A- Pastor (TAP)
As part of our mission for Kingdom Expansion, training and retraining of Priests are
paramount to us. This is to ensure that our priests have a sound theological
education. In line with that, Trinity Theology College Umuahia has a study centre in
the Diocese, located at Basilica of God’s Grace Anglican Church, Orodo.

We are happy to announce that eleven (11) persons (Priests & Ordinands) graduated
from Trinity College Umuahia from Owerri Study Centre on 2nd June, 2023. We
congratulate them.
Our Diocese is currently sponsoring three priests from outside the Diocese in
Theological Trinity to acquire Bachelor’s Degree in Theology from Theology College
Umuahia, Owerri Study Centre. They are on Diocesan Scholarship. They are:

(1) Rev. Etim Mkpa (from Uyo Diocese, Akwa Ibom State)
(2) Rev Kingsley Dzegeor (from Diocese of Zaki-Biam, Benue State)
(3) Rev Ephraim Tarhuan Ayangeaor(from Diocese of Zaki-Biam, Benue State)

They will be with us during the period of their study.
Presently, twenty-two of our Church teachers gained admission into Trinity
Theological College Umuahia, Owerri Study Centre during the last academic session
2021/2022. Please if you are led to train a priest, let us know.

Diocesan Synod
The 2nd Session of the 22nd Synod of our Diocese was held from 29th September to
2rd October, 2022, at St. Peter’s Anglican Church, Irete, Irete Archdeaconry with the
Theme Discipleship: The Basis for Christian Growth in the Mission of the
Church and Social Transformation (Matthew 28:19-20). The synod was declared
open by His Lordship, Rt Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, PhD, JP. The Guest
Speaker/ Preacher was Rt Rev Chijioke Oti, Lord Bishop On The Lake and Bible
Study Facilitator was Rt Rev Chigozirim Onyegbule, Lord Bishop of Ikwuano Diocese.

This year’s synod is the 3rd Session of the 22nd Synod of this Diocese will hold from
Thursday September 28 to Sunday 1st October, 2023 at Christ Anglican Church,
Owerri with the theme: “Effective Use of your Spiritual Gift for Service and Church
Growth” Eph. 4:7-13. We request your esteem presence on Saturday 30th September,
2023 during the presentation and launching of the Presidential Address.

Ordination/Preferment
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Advent Diaconate and Priestly Ordinations were held on the 11th December, 2022 at
St. Stephen’s Church, Amankuta Mbieri, Amaike Mbieri East Missionary
Archdeaconry. They are as follow:

Advent Diaconate Ordination
1. Rev. Moses Chijioke Mbagwu
2. Rev. Okechukwu Ernest Egwumba
3. Rev. Chimaobi Moses Nwachukwu
4. Rev. Osondu Chris Okoro
5. Rev. Obinna Kingsley Ugwuegbulam
6. Rev. George Chigozie Eze
7. Rev. Uche Reginald Okoronkwo
8. Rev. Udochukwu Oluebubechukwu Elukposi

The above Deacons will be priested on Saturday 16th December, 2023 at Christ
Anglican Church, Owerri.

Advent Priestly Ordination
1. Rev. Dr. Benjamin Ugochukwu Nlemchukwu
2. Rev. Ugochukwu Prince Okii
3. Rev. Sampson Ekezie
4. Rev. Patrick Eze

Collation of Archdeacon and Installation of Canons
On 2nd April 2023 (Palm Sunday) during our pilgrimage to Catol, the following priests
were installed Canons of the Cathedral of Transfiguration of our Lord, Owerri and
one collated Archdeacon:

Installed Canons
1. Rev. Canon Dr. Samuel Chukwukaodi Duru
2. Rev. Canon Benedict Durueke
3. Rev. Canon Dr. Chima Nworie
4. Rev. Canon Chigozie Chukwuma

Collated Archdeacon
(1) Rev Canon Kingsley Njoku

Newly Created Parishes on 11th December, 2022.
The following 24 Parishes were created during the Advent Ordination at St Stephen’s
Church, Amankuta, Amaike Mbieri East Missionary Archdeaconry held on 11th
December, 2022 by His Lordship Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, PhD, JP,
Lord Bishop, Anglican Diocese of Owerri.

S/N Parishes Parish headquarters Pioneer Vicar
1. Christ Ascension

Parish
Christ Ascension Anglican
Church, Ekwema Hills, Owerri

Rev. Christian Okpe

2. Owalla Parish Anglican Church of the Rev. Canon Kingsley
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Pentecost, Owalla Uzoma
3. Ezioha Parish St. Peter’s Anglican Church,

Ezioha
Rev. Bright Emeribe

4. Ofekata Orodo Parish St. Michael & All
Angels,Anglican Church,
Ofekata, Orodo

Rev. Samuel Ndukwu

5. Umuanunu Parish,
Obinze

All Saints Anglican Church,
Umuanunu, Obinze

Rev. Kenneth C. Udemba

6. Redemption Estate
Parish, Obinze

Anglican Church of the Advent,
Obinze

Ven. Dr. Japhet
Nwachukwu, Ph.D

7. Ezihu Obokwe Parish Christ Anglican Church, Obokwe Rev. Samuel Ononogbo

8 Obeakpu Parish St. Barnabas Anglican Church,
Obeakpu Umunoha

Rev. Jonathan Amako,
Ph.D

9 Anglican Church of the
Holy Spirit in Control
Parish, New Owerri

The Anglican Church of the Holy
Spirit in Control, New Owerri

Rev. Canon Engr. Michael
Arimanwa, Ph.D

10 Emmanuel Anglican
Parish, New Owerri

Emmanuel Anglican Church, New
Owerri

Rev. Canon Mike Obi

11 New Covenant Parish,
Works Layout

Anglican Church of the New
Covenant, Works Layout,
Owerri

Rev. Canon Aaron Orji

12. Eziome Mbieri Parish Emmanuel Anglican Church,
Eziome Mbieri

Rev. Canon Chigozirim
Akowuba

13 St. Michael & All
Angels Parish,
Umuorii, Uratta

St. Michael & All Angels
Anglican Church, Umuorii,
Uratta

Rev. Canon Oliver Amajuoyi

14 Bread of Life Parish,
Item Street, Ikenegbu

Bread of Life Anglican Church,
Item Street, Ikenegbu

Rev. Simon Uwandu

15 Bishop Cockin Parish,
Wetheral Road, Owerri

Bishop Cockin Anglican
Church, Wetheral Road, Owerri

Rev. Chiagozie Chukwuma

16 Umuoma Irete Parish St. Barnabas Anglican Church,
Umuoma, Irete

Rev. Canon Timothy Agoha,
Ph.D

17 Umuoyo 2 Irete Parish St. Paul’s Church, Umuoyo 2,
Irete

Rev. Canon Ikenna Achuko

18?
?

Umuelele Irete Parish St. Andrew’s Anglican Church,
Free Zone, Umuelele Irete

Rev. Onyinyechi Anosike

19 All Saints Parish, Orji All Saints Ch, Orji Rev. Canon Engr. Ben.
Agwah

20 St. John’s Anglican
Parish, Ogbaku

St. John’s Anglican Church,
Ogbaku

Rev. Okechukwu Nzeako

21 Umuobom Parish St. Stephen’s Anglican
Church, Umuobom Mbieri

Rev. Godsgift C. Ike

22 Ohuba Parish, Ubomiri St. Peter’s Anglican
Church,Ohuba Ubomiri

Revd. Canon Eleazer Okere

23 Umuonyeali-Ugo
Parish

All Saints Church, Umuonyeali-
Ugo

Rev. Chimaobi Opara

24 Umudagu Mbieri Anglican Church of the Rev. Dr. Yadiri
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Parish Resurrection, Umudagu Mbieri Ekeanyanwu

Note:
Odumara Orodo Parish was created on Sunday, 10th July, 2022 during the dedication
of Praise God Anglican Church Building, Eziama Orodo. These parishes were
created to intensify missions

2023 Trinity Diaconate Ordination and Collation of Archdeacon
There will be Trinity Diaconate Ordination on Sunday 30th July 2023 at St. Titus
Anglican Church, Umuoba Uratta and also collation of an Archdeacon.

The following Ordinands will be made Deacons:
1. Ordinand Chijioke Azuoma Ukaga
2. Ordinand Christmas Iheanyichukwu Darlington Ofurum
3. Ordinand Chimuanya Onyemaechi Iheanacho
4. Ordinand Abraham Oghenemega Ovwonuri
5. Ordinand Vincent Ikechukwu Osuji
6. Ordinand Uchenna Chidera Oguoma
7. Ordinand Victor Ugochukwu Nnabugwu
8. Ordinand Ndukaku Ginikachi Adikuru
9. Ordinand Uchenna Ginikanwa Mbanali
10. Ordinand Andrew Okechukwu Agoha
11. Ordinand Isaac Chinanu Ibibie
12. Ordinand Samuel Nwaobilor Onyeche
13. Ordinand Uchechukwu Benedict Onwusukwu

Canon to be Collated Archdeacon
Rev. Canon Timothy Agoha,PhD.

Parish Inauguration/Induction of Parish Priest

07/08/2022 Induction of Rev. Canon Godson Okoro as Vicar of St. Michael & All
Angels Parish, New Owerri North Archdeaconry.

11/09/2022 Induction of Rev. Henry Ashiegbu as Vicar of Afara Parish,
EziamaObiato Archdeaconry

10/04/2023 Inauguration of Eziome Mbieri Parish with the Headquarter at Emmanuel
Church Eziome and Induction of Rev. Canon Chigozirim Akowuba as
the Vicar.

09/04/2023 Inauguration of Umudagu Parish with the Headquarters at Anglican
Church of Resurrection Umudagu and Induction of Rev. Dr. Yadiri
Ekeanyanwu as the Vicar.

15/04/2023 Inauguration of Christ Ascension parish with the Headquarters at Christ
Ascension Church Ekwema Hills and Induction of Rev. Christian Okpe
as the Vicar.

23/04/2023 Inauguration of Ezioha Parish with the Headquarters at St. Peter’s
Church Ezioha and Inauguration of Rev. Bright Emeribe as the Vicar.
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11/06/2023 Inauguration of New Covenant Parish with the Headquarters at New
Covenant Anglican Church, Works Layout Owerri with Rev. Canon
Aaron Orji as the Vicar.

Induction of Parish Priest
07/08/2022 Induction of Rev. Canon Godson Okoro as Vicar St. Michael & All

Angels Parish, New Owerri North Archdeaconry.
11/09/2022 Induction of Rev. Henry Asiegbu as Vicar of Afara Parish, Eziama

Obiato Archdeaconry.
16/10/2023 Induction of Rev. Canon Jonah C. Nwebo as Vicar of Umuguma Parish,

Umuguma Archdeaconry.
13/11/2023 Induction of Rev. Canon Dr. Samuel Duru as the Vicar of Ogbaku

Parish, Ogbaku Missionary Archdeaconry.

Archdeaconry Inauguration
31/07/2022 Inauguration of Ikenegbu Archdeaconry and Ven. Barr. Festus Opara,

Ph.D, was inducted as the first Archdeacon.
25/09/2022 Inauguration of Uzii Archdeaconry and Ven. Obinna Oke Ph.D as the

first Archdeacon.

Planted Churches/Chapels from 19th November 2018 to 24th June, 2023
1. 23/12/18 King of Kings Anglican Church, Ogbaku
2. 23/12/18 Our Saviour Anglican Church, Ogbaku
3. 23/12/18 Anglican Church of Advent, Ogbaku
4. 27/01/19 St. John’s the Evangelist Chapel, Christian Kingdom Egbeada
5. 19/02/19 All Saints Church Chapel, Orji
6. 03/03/19 St. John’s Church Eke-Ihitte, Amaulu Mbieri
7. 10/03/19 St. Augustine’s Church Ofeogbara, Amaukwu Orodo
8. 10/03/19 St. Michael & All Angels Chapel, Imo Housing Estate, New

Owerri
9. 07/04/19 Triumphant Anglican Church Umunwanlo Irete
10. 26/05/19 Good Shepherd Anglican Church Akwakuma
11. 28/07/19 Amazing Grace Anglican Church Umunjo, Irete
12. 05/08/19 St. Mark’s Church Chapel, Umudurudom Umunoha
13. 11/08/19 Bishop George Cockin Anglican Church, Wetheral Road, Owerri
14. 08/09/19 New Generation Anglican Church, Knights Secretariat, Owerri
15. 08/09/19 Holy Trinity Anglican Church Chapel, Obazu Mbieri
16. 08/09/19 Anglican Church of Divine Favour Umuohia Irete
17. 08/09/19 St. Augustine’s Anglican Chapel, Amaukwu Orodo
18. 08/09/19 Christ Church Chapel Umocha-Ubomiri
19. 08/09/19 Goodnews Anglican Church,Owerre-Nkalu Nworieubi
20. 08/09/19 Christ Church Chapel Umuchilewe Ifakala
21. 08/09/19 Anglican Church Chapel Umunjam Mbieri
22. 28/09/19 New Life in Christ Church, Military Zone Umuelele Irete
23. 13/10/19 Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti Anglican Chapel, Onitsha

Road, Owerri
24. 10/11/19 True Vine Anglican Church Egbeada
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25. 08/12/19 St. Michael & All Angels Chapel, Umuebinga Umunweke
Amaulu Mbieri

26. 15/12/19 Holy Trinity Chapel, Oburo, Ifakala
27. 09/02/20 St. Paul’s Chapel, New-Cross Hospital, Road Orji
28. 26/02/20 St. Silas Church Chapel, Amawire Uratta
29. 22/03/20 Victory Anglican Church Aboha Ohii
30. 22/03/20 Bread of Heaven Anglican Church, Igwe/Obi Ohii
31. 22/03/20 St. Bartholomew’s Anglican Church, Eshimeshi Ohii
32. 12/04/20 St. Peter’s Chapel, Igweocha, Alaenyi Ogwa
33. 10/05/20 Emmanuel Church Chapel Area L. New Owerri
34. 31/05/20 Anglican Church of the Pentecost Area Old D. New Owerri
35. 31/05/20 St. Titus Church Chapel Umuoba Uratta
36. 31/05/20 Holy Trinity Church Chapel Obazu Mbieri
37. 31/05/20 Holy Trinity Church Chapel Obazu Mbieri (Umuchoke)
38. 31/05/20 Ascension Anglican Church Umuneke Mbieri
39. 31/05/20 All Saints Church Chapel Amudam, Awo Mbieri
40. 31/05/20 All Saints Church Chapel Umuduegwo Awo Mbieri
41. 31/05/20 All Saints Church Chapel Umuocha Awo Mbieri
42. 31/05/20 Christ Church Chapel Obilubi Mbieri
43. 31/05/20 St. Michael & All Angels Anglican Church Chapel Umuerem

Ofekata, Orodo
44. 20/09/20 Nazareth Anglican Chapel Obiakabo Ohohia
45. 20/09/20 Beautiful Gate Anglican Church Obeoku Orodo
46. 14/02/21 Anglican Chapel Dimorji Obokwe Mbieri
47. 14/02/21 Anglican Chapel Umudu
48. 31/01/21 St. Philip’s Chapel Choice Area Ohii Orogwe Road
49. 31/01/21 St. Augustine’s Chapel Umuele Amaukwu Orodo
50. 31/01/21 St. Michael & All Angels Chapel Umueze /Umuoma Orodo
51. 31/01/21 All Saints Church Chapel Umuagu Umuguma
52. 31/01/21 All Saints Church Chapel Diamond Estate, Umuguma
53. 31/01/21 All Saints Church Chapel Umunkwo Umuguma
54. 14/02/21 Christ Church Chapel Umuduru Mbieri
55. 21/02/21 St. Mark’s Church Chapel Uba Orogwe
56. 23/02/21 St. Mark’s Church Chapel Umunumo Orogwe
57. 28/02/21 St. John’s Church Chapel Okuku
58. 21/03/21 St. John’s Church Chapel Umuezu, Ndegwu
59. 21/03/21 Anglican Church of the Pentecost, Obabo, Eziama Obiato
60. 04/04/21 St. Matthias Church Chapel Umuike Amakohia Ubi
61. 11/04/21 St. Paul’s Chapel Umunaa/Umuabali Layout, Ubomiri
62. 08/08/21 Anglican Church of the Redeemer, Umuori, Uratta
63. 22/08/21 Emmanuel Church Chapel, Umuehinta, Avu
64. 22/08/21 St. Cyprian’s Chapel, Ihitte, Afara
65. 29/08/21 Anglican Church of the Trinity, Umunjo Extension Irete
66. 05/12/21 Maranatha Anglican Church, Eziome Mbieri
67. 19/12/21 St. Titus Chapel, Umuokirika, Toronto Uratta
68. 13/02/22 St. Andrew’s Chapel, Amaeke, Alaenyi Ogwa
69. 06/02/22 St. Paul’s Chapel, Ara, Umuguma
70. 06/02/22 St. Paul’s Chapel Umunkwo Extension Umuguma
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71. 20/02/22 All Saints Chapel Umuome Umuguma
72. 27/02/22 All Saints Chapel Akanuwu Estate Umuguma
73. 24/04/22 St. Stephen’s Chapel Orji (Orji Secondary School)
74. 01/05/22 St. Paul’s Chapel, Central Ubomiri
75. 01/05/22 Christ Church Chapel Amaorji Oforola
76. 25/05/22 Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti Chapel, Egbeada (Orlu Road)
77. 04/09/22 All Saints Chapel, Akanawu, Umuguma
78. 04/09/22 St. Philip’s Chapel, Green Health Road, Aboha, Ohii
79. 11/09/22 St. Paul’s Chapel, Duruojije, Oburo Umueze Ogwa
80. 25/09/22 St John’s Chapel Umuokire Okuku
81. 25/09/22 St John’s Chapel Mgboho Okuku
82. 11/09/22 St. Silas Church, Umuduruojije Umueze Ogwa
83. 15/10/22 Holy Trinity Chapel, Oboro, Ifakala
84. 27/11/22 All Saints Chapel Ogbor Osisi (Timber Market) Umuonyeali-Ugo
85. 27/11/22 St. Peter’s Chapel, Mann Street/Uratta Street, Ikenegbu Owerri
86. 04/12/22 St. Cyprian’s Chapel, Afor Amaocha, Afara
87. 30/04/23 St. Paul’s Chapel, Umuchoke/Umuogide Ubomiri
88. 30/04/23 St. Paul’s Chapel Umuowa Ubomiri
89. 24/04/23 St. Paul’s Chapel, Umudimagu, Ubaha Orodo

A total of eighty-nine Churches has been planted since our Episcopacy in November,
2018. We thank God for all our priests and their wives, evangelists/wives, Individuals
and collective participation in church planting. You are doing well. Congratulations,
please let us do more.

Foundation Stone Laying
10/07/2022 Beautiful Gates Anglican Church Building Obiokwu Odumora Orodo.
28/08/2022 Anglican Diocese of Owerri College of Nursing Science Building/

Complex, Ogwa.
03/09/2022 St. Andrew’s Church, Free Zone Umuelele, Irete ACM Building
03/09/2022 Amazing Grace Anglican Church Building, Umunjo, Irete
06/11/2022 St. John’s Church Ndegwu Parsonage and Church Hall.
13/11/2022 St. James Church Parsonage Ogbaku
28/12/2022 ADJS 3 Bedroom class
29/1/2023 St. Silas Anglican Church Building Oboro Umueze Ogwa
19/2/2023 New Bethel Anglican Church Building Industrial Layout Onitsha Road,

Owerri.
05/03/2023 St. John the Beloved Parsonage Ochii Ogwa
05/03/2023 St. James Church Hall Ochi Ogwa
09/04/2023 Anglican Church of Resurrection Vicarage Umudagu Mbieri
10/04/2023 St. Paul’s Church Archdeacon’s House Abazu Ogwa
28/05/2023 St. Thomas Archdeaconry House Eziama Obiato

Dedication of Projects
29/05/2023 – St. Thomas Church Archdeaconry House Eziama Obiato

Naming of Churches
03/09/2022 Bethel Anglican Church, Umueye, Irete
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03/09/2022 Anglican Church of Divine Favour, Umunkwenye, Irete
03/09/2022 Amazing Grace Anglican Church, Umunjo, Irete
03/09/2022 Anglican Church of the Trinity, Umunjo Extension, Irete
29/01/2023 St. Silas Anglican Church Oboro Umueze Ogwa
19/02/2023 New Bethel Anglican Church Egbeada Industrial Layout, Owerri
28/05/2023 Ascension Anglican Church Umuaghara, Eziama Obiato.
28/05/2023 Anglican Church of the Pentecost, Obabo, Eziama Obiato

Dedication of Projects
The following projects were dedicated during the periods under review.
10/07/2022 Praise God Anglican Church Building and Parsonage, Eziama Orodo

(built by Barr. Sir. Abel & Lady Justice Evelyn Anyandike & family).
24/07/2022 Christ Church Owerri Lock-up Shops and Women’s Kitchen
07/08/2022 New Owerri North Archdeaconry House
03/09/2022 New Life in Christ Anglican Church Building, Military Zone, Umuelele,
Irete
03/09/2022 St. Andrew’s Church Building free zone, Umuelele Irete
18/09/2022 St. Peter’s Church Irete, Shopping Plaza
18/08/2022 St. Peter’s Church Parsonage, Irete
16/10/2022 St. Paul’s Church AYF Car Wash Umuguma.
30/10/2022 St. John’s the Evangelist Church Office Akwakuma
04/12/2022 New Covenant Church Parsonage Works Layout, Owerri
11/12/2022 St. Stephen’s Amankuta Church Building Extension,
28/12/2022 ADJS Hostel renovated by Sir. & Lady Nnamdi Iroegbu (Udu)
28/12/2022 ADJS Sickbay Built by Late Dr Kingsley Onwuzuruigbo 1988 set.
28/12/2022 ADJS 3- Classroom Block Built by HRH Eze Dr Uche Egenti, MON
29/01/2023 St. Paul’s Church Parsonage Umueze Ogwa
05/02/2023 Basilica of God’s Grace Orodo-Rector’s House
19/02/2023 New Bethel Anglican Church Parsonage Egbeada Industrial Layout
05/02/2023 Christ Church Belfry Oforola
29/04/2023 Anglican Church of Resurrection Umudagu Church Teacher’s House

& Convenience
23/04/2023 St. Peter’s Church Vicarage & School Building Ezioha
27/04/2023 Late Rev. Canon Chris Oparaojiaku’s House.
07/05/2023 Ebenezer Anglican Church Modern Security House Ibeama Ogwa
28/05/2023 St. Thomas Church Building Eziama Obiato

Confirmation
Within the period under review, we visited these Parishes for Confirmation to the
glory of God. Our joy is that by the grace of God, these confirmed candidates
accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and personal Saviour. We pray for their
sustenance and growth day by day in Jesus name. Amen. We commend the effort of
the Episcopal Pastoral Team led by the Bishop’s Senior Chaplain (Special Duties),
Rev. Canon Jonah Nwebo, Rev Canon Joseph Igbo (Bishop’s Senior Chaplain) and
Rev Patrick Eze (Bishop’s Chaplain) . They are as follows:

S/N DATE PARISHES/MISSION/ARCHDEACONRY NUMBER
1. 10/07/2022 Ubaha Orodo Archdeaconry 50
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2. 24/07/2022 Owerri Parish 137
3. 07/08/2022 St. Michael & All Angels Parish New Owerri 116
4. 21/08/2022 Umuomumu Parish 43
5. 04/09/2022 Aladinma Parish 106
6. 18/09/2022 Irete Parish 95
7. 25/092022 Uzii Parish 85
8. 09/10/2022 Obazu Mbieri Parish 47
9. 16/10/2022 Umuguma Parish 43
10. 20/10/2022 Akwakuma Parish 32
11. 13/11/2022 Ogbaku Parish 32
12. 04/12/2022 Our Schools (ADJS), Peace, College, Bishop

Lasbrey, Irete
61

13. 29/02/2023 Umueze Ogwa 32
14. 05/02/2023 Orodo Central Rectory 38
15. 19/02/2023 Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti Parish 37
16. 05/03/2023 Ochi Ogwa Parish 38
17. 08/04/2023 Eziome Mbieri Parish 27
18. 07/04/2023 Umudagu Parish 21
19. 10/04/2023 Abazu Ogwa Parish 24
20. 14/04/2023 Christ Ascension Parish 34
21. 23/04/2023 Ezioha Parish 26
22. 07/05/2023 Ibeama Ogwa Parish 48
23. 23/05/2023 Eziama Obiato Parish 69

TOTAL 1,040

ARMS OF THE CHURCH

Women’s Ministries
The Women’s Ministries by God’s grace are doing well. The women’s two-storey
building for College of Nursing Sciences, Ogwa is almost 80% completion. We pray
that our God will touch men and women of this Diocese and beyond to be veritable
instruments in actualizing this project. We commend the efforts of Mama Owerri, Dr.
(Mrs) Chidiebere C. Oparah, the Women Executive and the entire women of the
Diocese. May God continue to use them in Jesus name, Amen.

Our Women’s Mothers’ Union Conference this year will hold from Thursday 16th to
Sunday 19th November, 2023 at St. Paul’s Church, Umuguma, Umuguma
Archdeaconry with the theme: Transforming the family, church and society
through Godly teaching: Teach the right thing (Titus 2:1).

Men’s Ministries/AAMA Conference 2022
The 6th Biennial Diocesan AAMA Conference was held at St. James Anglican Church,
Uzii, Uzii Archdeaconry from Friday 24th to Sunday 26th June, 2022 with the Theme:
“Watch and Pray: A Universal Call for All Men to Accomplish God’s Work”
(Matt 26:40-41). It was a great Conference of revival and we thank God for the
success of the Conference. The Men are currently handling the first 12-Room
Bungalow at Ebenezer Camp of Prayer and Retreat Centre, Ekwereazu Ogwa.
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Council of Knights
The Council is doing well under the leadership of Sir Chinweuba Amachi as the
President, Sir Henry Ogojiaku as the Vice President I, Sir Emma Nnawuchi as Vice
President II, Sir Godson Nwanguma as Secretary and Lady Phina Onyekuru as the
Lady President. The Council’s Annual Trooping of Colours was held from Friday 10th
to Sunday 12th February, 2023 with the theme: Pressing Towards the Mark: A Call
Unto Discipleship (Phil. 3:13-14). They have been carrying on with their Business
meetings. Their annual harvest will hold on Sunday 10th September, 2023. The
Knights are embarking on the Church Building Project for New Generation Anglican
Church located inside the Knights Secretariat. The Lady Auxiliary has commenced
work on their Mega Hall Project. We commend the efforts of our Knights and Ladies
and pray for God’s providence and grace upon them.

Evangelical Fellowship in the Anglican Communion (EFAC)
Our Diocesan EFAC is doing well even at station level as well. The Diocesan
EFAC/Owerri Sub-Zonal Convention was held at St. Andrew’s Anglican Church,
Aladinma from 27th to 30th April, 2023 with the theme “The Kingdom Mandate”. The
EFAC National Convention will be at Ekiti Diocese from 21st to 26th August, 2023 with
the theme: “The Kingdom Mandate” (Matt. 28:16-20).

Anglican Youth Fellowship (AYF)
The third edition of Joshua Generation International Conference was held at
Moshood Abiola Stadium, Abuja with the Theme: “Understanding the Time (1
Chronicles 12:32) from Monday 10th to Friday 14th April, 2023. Our youth attended in
their good number and the trip was sponsored by the Diocesan. We thank God for
the success of the Conference and the hitch-free journey granted them. We
congratulate our dear Primate, Most Rev. Henry Ndukuba on these worthwhile
innovations. The Diocesan AYF Conference for 2023 will be at St. Mark’s Anglican
Church, Amakohia from 3rd to 6th August, 2023 with the theme “Born Identity” (Jer.
1:5). The AYF National Conference will be at Diocese of Okrika from 9th to 11th
August, 2023 with the theme: “Born Identity” (Jer. 1:5). We thank God for their
Chaplain Rev Canon Chris Mejuru and congratulate him on his appointment as the
Youth Chaplain.

Anglican Children Ministry (ACM)
This year’s Diocesan ACM Conference will hold at St. Mark’s Church, Amakohia from
Wednesday, 2nd to Saturday, 5th August, 2023 with the theme: “Our Church, our
children, our future”. Also, the National Conference will be hosted by Nike Diocese,
Enugu Province.

Celebrations and Joys
To the glory of God, we received numerous mercies and blessings from God as some
of us were healed from illness, some were promoted, some married, some got
appointments, some had babies. Below are some that we were able to capture



22

09/07/2022 80th Birthday of Sir. Ben. C. Ihuegbulem
13/08/2022 Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Kemdi & Chidera Okafor
14/08/2022 10th Year Anniversary of Anglican Church of the New Covenant, Works

Layout, Owerri
20/08/2022 Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Opara
20/08/2022 Wedding of Mrs. Obianuju Ifeoma Maduoma (Daughter of Late Abp.

Caleb Maduoma).
04/09/2022 80th Birthday of Engr. Sir. Dr. Emmanuel C. Iwuanyanwu (Aha eji aga

mba Ndi Igbo) and congratulate him on his appointment of Ohaneze ndi
Igbo world-wide.

23/10/2022 30th Year Anniversary of the St. Peter’s Church Ikenegbu
26/11/2022 Wedding Anniversary of Sir & Lady Iroka
17/12/2022 Wedding of Ven. & Mrs. Chidi Opara
28/12/2022 80th Birthday of Mrs. Iroegbu Mother of Sir. Nnamdi Iroegbu (Udu)
29/12/2022 25th Year of Mr. & Mrs. Felix Sunny Onyeneke
27/12/2022 Wedding of one of the daughters of Rt. Rev. & Mrs. Emmanuel

Madubuike (Bishop of Ikeduru)
30/12/2022 Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Ifeanyi Ginikanwa Onyeneke
06/01/2023 Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Chibuzor Lambert Ogbaku
08/04//2023 36th Year Anniversary of St. John’s Church New Owerri
11/04/2023 Wedding of Barr. & Mrs. Chigozie Nnabugo
15/04/2023 Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Chisom Chimezie Emeh
29/04/2023 Wedding of two sons of Sir. Barr. & Lady Justice Obed Anyadike

Our Sorrows
08/07/2022 Burial of Lady Stella Ugochi Anyanwu at Nazareth Church Ohohia

Mbieri
29/07/2022 Burial of Sir Chief Godwin Nwanedo Anokwu at St. Peter’s Church,

Mbutu,
Mbaise Diocese

12/08/2022 Burial of Mrs. Nwosu Madu at Christ Church Umuahii Mbieri
30/08/2022 Burial of Dame Phebe Anyanwu (Pioneer Bishop’s Wife of Mbaise

Diocese) at St. James Church, Alaenyi Ogwa.
23/09/2022 Burial of Sir. T.C. Okoroma at St. Peter’s Church, Alaenyi Ogwa.
30/12/2022 Burial of Mrs. Achigbu (Mother of Dr. Sir. K I Achigbu Chief Medical

Director Federal University Teaching Hospital Owerri) at St. Paul’s
Church Nkwere, Orlu Diocese

04/01/2023 Burial of Mrs. Malender Onugha at St. Andrew’s Church, Alaenyi Ogwa
17/01/2023 Burial of Ven. Ozioma Ejiekpe’s Mother-in-law at Alor Idemili South

Anambra
09/02/2023 Burial of Dame Alfom Ebere
10/02/2023 Burial of Mrs. Janet Ude at Holy Trinity Church, Obazu
02/03/2023 Burial of Mrs Taiwo Oshodi, the wife of Mr Toyin Oshodi (Bishop’s

Secretary).
03/03/2023 Burial of Sir Emmanuel Ofurum at Christ Church Owerri
28/03/2023 Burial of Engr. Sir Chibuzor Oparah, younger brother to Our Lord

Bishop at St. Stephen’s Church Amankuta Mbieri
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30/03/2023 Burial of Lolo Theresa Okechi at St. Barnabas Church, Obeakpu
Umunoha

12/04/2023 Burial of Mrs. Agnes Obiageri Durueke (Mother of Rev. Canon Ben.
Durueke)
at St. Peter’s Church Umunjam Mbieri.

13/04/2023 Burial of Mrs. Charity Duru at St. Philip’s Anglican Church, Ohii
14/04/2023 Burial of Sir. Kingdom Akuruka (Father of Barr. Kelechi akuruka) at St.

Stephen’s Church Amankuta
27/04/2023 Burial of Rev. Canon Chris Oparajiaku at Holy trinity Church, Obazu

Mbieri
04/05/2023 Burial of Chief Humphrey Anumdu at Christ Church Obilubi Mbieri
05/05/2023 Burial of Sir. Kenneth Arimanwa at Holy Trinity, Obazu Mbieri
18/05/2023 Burial of Mrs. Lovelyn Okeke (Mother of Bishop BC. Okeke, Bishop of

Orlu Bishop) at All Saints Church, Amaifeke
19/05/2023 Burial of Nathan Chijindu (Ven Paul Nwozuzu’ brother-in-law ) at St

Peter’s Church Agulu, Anambra State.
26/05/2023 Burial of Sir. I.I Ubochi at Christ Church Umuahii Mbieri
16/06/2023 Burial of Dame Dorathy Nsonma Ihedioha (Mother of His Excellency Sir

Emeka Ihedioha) at St. Peter’s Church Mbutu, Diocese of Mbaise.

NEWS FROM OWERRI ECCLESIASTICAL PROVINCE

Owerri Provincial Episcopal and Council Meetings
We had two Episcopal and Council meetings. The first was held at at
Cathedral of St. Peter, Umuokanne, Diocese of Ohaji/Egbema on the
28th and 29th September, 2022 with the theme “Watch and Pray” (Mt
26:41). The second was hosted at Cathedral of Mary Magdalene Oguta,
On the Lake Diocese on 3oth March, 2023. The Episcopal Synod was
held within the provincial Bishop’s and wife retreat from 30th to 31st
January, 2023 at Goshen Retreat Centre, Owerri.

Imo Prays Rally
This prayer rally was held on Friday, 18th November, 2022 at Admiral
Ndubuisi Kanu Square, Owerri. This prayer rally is a yearly event and it
has now been fixed to hold every first Saturday in December. The date
for this year’s prayer conference is 2nd December, 2023 at the same
venue.

Presentation of Christian Council of Nigeria National (CCN) President

We want to congratulate our Archbishop, Rt Rev Dr David O. C. Onuoha on his
election as the National President of CCN. His presentation as the 21st indigenous
National President was done on Sunday 30th April 2023 at Cathedral of
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Transfiguration of Our Lord (CATOL) Owerri which was preceded by 3 days CCN
National Retreat. We thank God for the success and also thank the Primate of All
Nigeria, Most Rev Henry Ndukuba for gracing the occasion.

Joint Provincial Council East of The Niger
The Joint Provincial Council meeting was held at All Saints Cathedral Church, Abayi,
Umuocham, Diocese of Aba Ngwa North on Wednesday, 20th July, 2022 with the
theme “Feed my Lambs” presided over by the Most Rev’d Dr. Emmanuel and
Dr.(Mrs) Joyce Chukwuma. We thank the province of Aba and Diocese of Aba Ngwa
North for hospitality.

NEWS FROM CHURCH OF NIGERIA

Bishops Retreat
The 2023 Bishops’ annual retreat was jointly held with the Bishops’ wives at the Faith
Plaza, Lagos from January 9 – 13th 2023 with the theme Diligence in serving the only
true God (Jn 17:3-4).

Standing Committee Meetings
The period under review witnessed two meeting: The first meeting was held from
Monday 12th to Friday 16th September, 2022 at Cathedral Church of Advent, Life
Camp, Gwarimpa and Matthias House/Basilica of Grace, Gudu, Diocese of Abuja
with the theme Your Kingdom Come, Your Will Be Done (Mt 6:10).
The second meeting was held at Diocese of Kubwa from 13th to 17th February 2023
with the themeWatch and Pray (Mt 26:40).

Divine Commonwealth Conference (DIVCCON)
DIVCCON is an annual conference of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion).
Last year’s DIVCCON was held from Monday 7th to Friday 11th November, 2022 with
the theme “At the Name of Jesus” Phil 2:9-11 at National Christian Centre, Abuja.
We thank God for the success of the programme. The 2023 edition will hold from 7th
-12th November 2023.

GAFCON IV Conference
The fourth edition of the Global Anglican Future Conference (GAFCON IV) was held
in Kigali Rwanda from 17th to 21st April, 2023 with the theme To whom shall we go?
(Jn 6:68). 288 Delegates from Church of Nigeria participated among the 315 Bishops,
456 Clergy and 531 Laity from 52 countries of the world in attendance. We thank God
for the journeying mercies granted for us to be there. The Bishop, Mama Owerri,
Bishop Senior Chaplain (Special Duties) Rev Canon Jonah Nwebo and Ven
Onyinyeoma Onyeagocha were in attendance.

Election and Consecration of New Bishops
The following Bishops were elected, consecrated and enthroned within the period
under our review.

(1) Rt. Rev Beamin Enwuchola - Diocese of Otukpo
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(2) Rt Rev Prince C. Anyiam - Diocese of Isukwuato/Umunneochi
(3) Rt Rev Isaac A. Adeniji - Diocese of Ilaje
(4) Ven. Nixon Enekeme - Niger Delta West Diocese
(5) Very Rev Dr Andrew Adebiyi - Oke-Ogun Diocese

Newly Elected Bishops, Archbishops and Dean Church of Nigeria

1. Venerable Collins Babalola for Ajayi Crowther Diocese
2. Venerable Festus Nwafili for Ndokwa Diocese
3. Venerable Ifedola Okupevi for Lagos Diocese
4. Venerable Ebenezer Saika for Akoko Edo Diocese

The Archbishops-Elects are:

1. The Most Rev’d Dr. Michael Fape of Remo Diocese for Lagos Province
2. The Rt. Rev’d Timothy Yahaya of Kaduna Diocese for Kaduna Province

The Dean-Elect for the Church of Nigeria, Anglican Communion is The Most Rev’d
Blessing Enyindah who is currently the Archbishop of the Province of Niger Delta.

There consecration of Bishops and presentation of Archbishops and Dean will be on
27th of August at Christ Church, Marina Lagos

May God bless their episcopacy in Jesus name, Amen.

Translation
(1) Rt Rev Emmanuel Oko-Jaja of Niger Delt West translated to Niger Delta

Diocese
(2) Rt Rev Williams Aladekugbe of Oyo Diocese translated to Ibadan North Diocese
(3) The Rt Rev Andrew Ajayi of Ekiti Kwara Diocese translated to Ekiti Diocese
(4) Rt Rev Cornelius Adagbada of Oke-Ogun Diocese translated to Ekiti West

Diocese
(5) Rt Rev Olugbenga Oduntan of Ajaji Crowther Diocese translated to Oyo

Diocese
(6) Rt Rev Abiodun Ogunyemi of Zaria Diocese translated to Ekiti Kwara

STATE OF THE NATION
As a nation, there is one thing that remains which every leadership must pursue in
order to get it right in this country; and that is Jesus Christ. Our leaders at all levels
are encouraged to seek God first through Jesus Christ in all they do so that they will
get it right.

Secondly, let the rule of law be followed in this dispensation. We also encourage our
nation to try as much as they can to conduct credible elections so as to avoid post-
election conflicts, but must not fail to commend Nigerians on how they are handling
the aftermaths of this year’s election. We know that the Judiciary is the hope of the
common man, therefore we also believe that our Judiciary should handle all the
election issues before them with the fear of God.
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On the removal of fuel subsidy, we want to encourage the government to bring a
lasting solution to the effects of this fuel subsidy removal on the citizenry not just
palliatives as palliatives are only temporary and cannot help our country.

Our dear Imo State will be going to the poll come November this year for
Governorship election; we encourage everybody to ensure he/she uses his PVC
wisely to vote the right person into power. We want to commend the State Governor,
Senator Hope Uzodinma for picking one of us as his running mate (Deputy) in the
person of Lady Chinyere Ekomaru. She is the wife of our Register & Clerk of our
Diocese, Sir Chukwuma Ekomaru (SAN). May God continue to strengthen them in
that race in Jesus name.

We equally want to advise that the election should not be seen as do or die affair, we
must all support whoever wins in any credible election. We also commend the
Governor of Imo State in his efforts towards the rehabilitation of roads in Imo State.
The Igbo Race is not known for killing/butchering of people; so, we call on the State
Government to handle insecurity and insurgency in the State especially in the areas
of loss of human lives and kidnappings.

May God strengthen him to do more for the people of Imo State in Jesus name,
Amen
God bless Nigeria.
God bless Imo State.

THEME:
ONE THING IS REMAINING: A TRUE REFECTION FOR ALL CHRISTIAN FATHERS

(MARK 10:21)
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This is a narrative of a certain man according to Mark whom St Luke’s Gospel describes
as a ruler who ran and knelt down to Jesus on His way from Galilee to Jerusalem and
asked Jesus, what he should do to inherit eternal life (Mark 10:17). In the first instance,
the man used the expression ‘Good teacher’ which Jesus really knew that the man did
not understand the expression as he merely used it, probably because others may have
been using it, but the usage was out of Jewish context as they cannot reference mere
human (anyone) as ‘good’ except ‘God’. For the Jews it is only God that is ‘good’

Jesus tried to put the man through by letting him know that it is only God who is good.
We should not lose sight that Jesus is Lord (God) that has come in human form. Jesus
knew that this young man (ruler) may not have known what he was asking for, so Jesus
needed to put him through; that gave rise to Jesus outlining the last five commandments
(Exodus 20:12-16; Deut. 5:16-20); which the man as a Jew (‘religious man’) has
observed and kept to the latter. This aspect of the commandments has to do with our
relationship with others. This by implication means that this young man has kept his
relationship with other people straight in line with human point of view but not according
to God’s commandment (self-righteousness). Yet Jesus beheld him with the love He had
for all mankind and told the young man what he should do; which constitutes the one
thing that is remaining in his life, which is what the man lacks. Jesus made it clear the
one thing that remains for him to have eternal life; and the young man was not ready to
do it as he became angry and left. This is because it is difficult for self to please God.
Remember that self (flesh) is in constant war with the Spirit (Gal. 5:17). There is nothing
flesh/self that can please God. This ushers us to the text of our theme – Mk 10:21.

Theme Text: Mark 10:21

Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said “Go, sell everything
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow
me” (NIV)

Exegesis of Mark 10:21
Jesus looked at him and loved him. This verse followed the self-acclimatised
declaration made by the rich young man whom St. Luke’s Gospel described as a ruler.
This man was bold enough to tell Jesus that he not only knows the command as Jesus
re-iterated (v.19) but have also kept the commandments since he was a boy. Jesus
knowing that this man doesn’t know exactly what it meant to keep these commands as
by strength shall no man prevail (Isaiah 2:9); had compassion on him as He always had
for mankind whom He loved; and has come to die for. Jesus tried to put the rich young
man through by putting a simple test to him to actually ascertain his love for Him (God)
and for his fellow human beings which was summed up in the commandments
(Mt.27:39-39). Jesus reminded the young man one thing he lacks. This leads to the next
statement.

“One thing you lack,” he said.
Jesus was very honest to the man because the man thought that his self-
effort/righteousness could guarantee him eternal life. This man thought that he could find
fulfilment and salvation simply by doing what he supposedly thought was right as a
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citizen who obeys the law. He had never done anything wrong to other people, but Jesus
wanted to prove to the man that goodness is much more than that, to attract eternal life
as salvation is not by works rather by grace through faith (Eph 2:8-9). Jesus made it
clear to the man that on his own; he cannot fulfil the law by letting him know exactly what
he needed to do which is also part of the law/commandment.

“Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, you will have treasure in
heaven”.
At this point, Jesus had known already that this man’s wealth was a barrier to his doing
the Will of God. So, Jesus commanded the man to go and sell everything he has and
give the money to the poor. As earlier stated, Jesus knew that this man’s wealth has
been a barrier as this man loved his wealth more than God who gives the wealth. No
wonder Mt 6:24 explicitly stated that you cannot serve God and money at the same time.
Because this young man loved his wealth (money), this command to go and sell
everything he has was difficult for him to obey; despite the fact that Jesus promised him
treasure (wealth) in heaven. He was more interested in his earthly treasure (possessions)
than God’s heavenly treasures. This man can be seen as an idolater and
commandment breaker as he cannot fulfil the first three commandments (Exodus 20:3-5)
which he has claimed to have kept since he was a boy. For him, wealth was his god and
not the Only True God. One thing is certain; God has promised His faithful people
treasure both here on earth and in eternity (heaven). The only problem with the rich
young man/ruler is that he lacks the true knowledge of Jesus who has asked him to give
to the poor; as Jesus is the giver of every good gift (Jas 1:17). But one thing is certain;
this man has failed to understand God’s own way of religiosity as James rightly pointed
out:

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and
widows in their distress and to keep oneself
from being polluted by the world (Jas 1:27).

One may also be wondering if Jesus wants the man to be poor by telling him to sell
everything. The answer is no. Jesus was simply telling the man to let go anything that
will debar him from inheriting eternal life which he was searching for. Today, different
people have different things - ‘idols’ which have become gods in their lives, which they
must ‘let go’ or ‘sell off’ or ‘do away with’ for them to come and follow Christ. Without the
‘let go’; ‘to follow’ will be impossible.

Then Come, follow me: Jesus simply told the man, when you have done what I told
you or put in another way, when you have made that sacrifice then you will be qualified
to follow me even onto eternity. This simply informs us that there is sequence or order
with which we can approach God. In following Jesus, you must have first established a
relationship with him as you cannot truly follow the person you do not know. The truth is
that there are things we must do away with or give out or let go for us to be able to follow
Jesus Christ (Heb. 12:1-2, Mk 10:50). Enduring Word Bible Commentary opines that
this man like all men had an orientation towards a works-righteousness as he asked
Jesus - “What shall I do”. The fact remains that if we really want to do the work of God, it
must start with believing in Jesus, the Saviour of the world and the giver of life whom the
Father has sent (Jn. 6:29). Jesus had no intention of making the man sad as He had
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loved him; yet he left unhappy because he could not tap from the source of happiness
(Mt. 6:21, James 1:17). The truth remains that this rich young man could not make Jesus
(God) his friend, and also fails to realize who has asked him to come and follow Him.

Today, Jesus has given so many invitations for people to come and follow Him; but like
the rich young man, their riches/wealth/possessions, fame, knowledge or the likes are
hindering them from answering the call from Jesus. The truth is that unless you answer
that call of salvation, you will never find true happiness; as Jesus is the source of true
happiness and joy.

Different men and their Response to Jesus command/calling
Jesus extended his invitation to different men which represent different categories of
people and each had their response to Jesus’ invitation /command.

Jesus extended His invitation (mercy) to the first disciples and they never took it for
granted. They heed to Jesus’ voice; left everything and followed Him (Mt. 4:19-23, Lk.
5:5, 10-11, 27-28). Although there came a point in their lives when Peter, the rock
asked for what will be their reward as they have left everything to follow Jesus (Mk.
10:29-30, Mt. 19:27, Lk. 18:28). That was when the flesh or human desires came in,
but Jesus expressly told him that no one who has left mother, father, brother, or
everything to follow Him that will go unrewarded ( Mk. 10:29 -30, Mtt. 19:28-29, Lk.
18:29-30, Mt. 6: 33, Mtt. 25:46). This human desire also came into the two sons of
Zebedee, James and John when they desired that whatever the requested be granted
unto them (Mk. 10:35-37). One thing is certain, for us to follow Jesus; we must shun all
desires of the flesh; seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness and every other
thing will be added unto us (Mt. 6:33).

Yet, there are another set of people whom Jesus extended the same invitation to and
they started given excuses (Lk. 9:59,61, Mt. 8:21). Some wanted to go and bury their
loved ones; some to get their houses ready, some to finish training their children as
may be the case of many in the present-day society, and even some were adamant
just like the rich young man (Lk. 18:23, Mk. 10:22, Mt 6:20, Mt 19:22, Lk. 12:20). There
are ones that came to Jesus yet Jesus never gave attention to their request because
He knows the intent of every man’s heart (Lk.9:57, Mt. 8:19, Isa.55:8, Jer.17:10).

There are also some sets of people who have been looking for opportunity to reach
Jesus, yet the chances are very slim like Zacchaeus (Lk 19:3). Zacchaeus knew he
had very little opportunity to reach Jesus because of his nature (shortness) and
profession (Chief Tax Collector), he then utilizes the opportunity of using the sycamore
fig tree which was located on the way Jesus was to pass (Lk. 19:2-4). Thank God that
Jesus on His way acknowledged that little effort of Zacchaeus and gave him an
invitation; “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today” (Lk.
19:5). Some people have argued that Jesus gave Himself invitation to Zacchaeus
house: Be it as it may, Zacchaeus never missed that opportunity as he gladly
welcomed Jesus.
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The question is, which category of people do you belong? Remember, Jesus is always
at the door of our hearts pleading for us to give Him a chance (Rev. 3:20). Unlike the
rich young man, Zacchaeus grabbed that opportunity to become the friend and follower
of Jesus, which was also extended to his entire household
(Lk. 19:9). Zacchaeus willingly surrendered all including his wealth to ensure that
nothing debars him the opportunity of being welcomed by Jesus as others in the
society have written him off because of his profession -Chief tax collector (Mk. 19:7- 8).

Zacchaeus unlike the rich young man in Mk.10:21, never allowed his wealth to stop
him from reaching Jesus (Lk. 19:8) or put better, never loved his wealth more than the
Master Jesus who gives the wealth.

Today, I don’t know what you value more than God who gives them – wealth, children,
wife, husband, knowledge, profession, character, personality, fame, pride, position or
the likes. This is a time of reflection and a moment of rethink. Jesus died that you may
have life; He became poor that you might be rich, (2Cor. 5:15,8:9); what else do you
expect from Him other than surrendering all to Him and above all giving your life to Him
as your Lord and only Saviour.

Implications of the Theme
1. Jesus is the author/owner of everything; He is simply telling us – ‘can you trust

me enough that I can provide, give back and I am faithful and dependable’.
2. There is one thing that is remaining in every man’s life, which must be gotten

rid of or let go for one to really love Jesus (God) with all his heart and might.
3. Despite the love of the Father towards man and His commands; man finds it

difficult to harken to the voice of the Father, therefore we should harken to the
voice of the Lord and His commandments.

4. Everything we have are all from God; and they belong to Him as He is the
owner of them all.

5. Man cannot please God without faith.
6. We are to reciprocate God’s love for us among ourselves by caring for one

another especially the less-privileged and down-trodden.
7. We need to depend wholly on God for us to be able to discover the one thing

we lack and also achieve God’s demands for us. In other words, every man
should discover from where he has fallen and make amend to God’s glory and
honour.

8. We cannot do anything on our own strength as by strength shall no one prevail.
9. Self-righteousness/’religiosity’ cannot take us to heaven or give us eternal life

as salvation is by grace and not by works of human hands as nobody can
‘earn’ eternal life; rather it is a free gift from God alone.

10. You shall love God with your wealth and with everything you are – that is you
should love God more than all your wealth and support the work of God at all
levels.

11. You should not value the gifts of God to you more than God who gives you the
gifts as anything you value more than your creator (God) amounts to idolatry/
idol worship.

12. For you to have eternal life, you must follow Jesus’ whole heartedly as outside
Jesus there is no life.
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13. Salvation is for both young and old; rich and poor; man and woman; indeed, it
is for everybody.

14. We must do the will of God who calls us and also finish well through God’s
special grace as God’s thoughts are different from man’s thoughts (Isa 55:8-9).

15. Many have come to Jesus, yet they have not accepted him as their Lord and
personal saviour – they only come to Him, follow him for what they can get
from Him – miracle, food, healing, wealth, blessings, etc. so bad, follow Jesus
because who He is and not for things that are transient.

16. Christian fathers must walk in the Spirit, so that they do not gratify the desires
of the flesh in all the do and in their walk with God.

17. Following Jesus involves a lot of sacrifices therefore fathers must make
sacrifices for the work of the kingdom of God for them to have eternal life.

18. God is more interested in a person than his wealth, so render your hearts and
not your garments.

19. Jesus knows us individually and He knows the intent of everyone’s heart as
God is the rewarder of those that diligently seek Him as He assures us of His
reward both in this age (here on earth) and in the age to come (in heaven).

20. Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and every other thing
shall be added unto you.

Conclusion
This is a time for everybody to look inward to find that one thing that is remaining to
get rid of or to do away with. It is a time of reflection as you must tell yourself the
truth. Our God is ever ready to deliver us and to help us. You can’t do it on your
own strength. You need to depend wholly on the leading of the Holy Spirit and
conviction by the Word of God. The question is, what is that thing that is lacking in
you? This calls for personal reflection. The man in question has actually kept the
commands right from when he was a boy as he claimed. Remember there is a way
that seems right to a man but the end is destruction/death (Prov.14:12). Many
fathers today may have made such claims as well. It is indeed a time of true
reflection for every Christian father in this gathering today or going through this
write up. This rich young man/ruler may perhaps be a true reflection of some
fathers who want to inherit the kingdom of God (eternal life), yet they don’t want to
associate themselves with the sacrifices there of as our Igbo song reminds us thus:
“Mkpa na-akpa obi m, obughi ihe uwa, Jisus ga-egboro m mkpa nile”.

We therefore admonish the fathers to live by the Holy Spirit so that they do not
gratify the desires of the flesh as the flesh is hostile towards God. Fathers, seek
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and every other thing shall be
added unto you as the promises of God are “Yes” in Christ.

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report, if there be any virtue, and if there be
any praise, think of those things.

Please join me in this song:
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Abu 263: Abiakute Jisus, anol’ odu

1. Biakute Jisus, anol'odu!
N'akwukwo-Ya k'Ọ zir'ayi uzọ;
Ta k'Ọ neguzọ n'etiti ayi,
Ji nwayo nasi “Bia!”

Kọrọs:-
Nzuko nka gabu nani onu,
Mgb'obi-ayi gapu n'ike nke njọ.
Jisus, n'ulo ebigh-ebi-ayi,
Ayi na Gi gezuko!

2. “Kwerenu k'umu-nta biakutem!”
K'obi nile nuria n'okwu-Ya;
K'Ọ buru Onye ayi rotara;
Anol'odu ibia!

3. Chetanu n'Ọ nanonyer'ayi ta;
Na nti ihe Ọ nenyer'ayi n'iwu;
Nurunu olu nwayọ-Ya si,
“Umum, unu gabia?” Amen.

Thank you for listening.

Your Brother, Friend and Bishop,

+ Chukwuma Owerri
Trinity 2, 2023
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