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INTRODUCTION

We ascribe all glory to God for great things He has done as we continue to express our thanks
to God for the privilege and calling to the office of a Bishop in this Diocese. It is not by might,
nor by power but purely by the grace of God. Our calling to this episcopacy could be best
described as the enthronement of David as King of Isracl. We thank God for this my
first/maiden Synod as your Bishop.

APPRECIATION AND WELCOME

We thank all (Bishops, Clergy and Laity) who worked so hard during the transition that
ushered in this new administration. We as a Diocese must thank the then Supervisory Bishop
of Owerri, The Rt. Rev. Emmanuel Maduwuike and wife Mrs Anuli Maduwuike (Nnedimma
Ikeduru) for delivering timely and allowing themselves to be used by God.

People of God, we thank God for the episcopacy of our immediate past Bishop and wife, Rt.
Rev. Cyril C. Okorocha, PhD and Dr. Mrs. Eunice Okorocha (Rtd) as the third Bishop of
Owerri. We remain grateful to God for the first Bishop of Owerri Diocese, Rt. Rev. George
Cockin, who because of the intense Nigeria-Biafra war had to return to England. We thank
and appreciate the next Bishop after Bishop Cockin — Most Rev. Benjamin C. Nwankiti, OFR,
who was consecrated and enthroned as the Second Bishop of Owerri Diocese and later the first
Archbishop of Province II. The fourth Bishop of Owerri, The Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi
Oparah,Ph.D,JP was born on the 26" October, 1969 in Amankuta Mbieri and this our
first/maiden Synod (2" Session of the 215 Synod) is coinciding with the celebration of my
50% Birthday, which comes up on the 26" October, 2019.

Our FElection as the fourth Bishop was held during the Church of Nigeria Standing
Committee at St. Peter’s Cathedral, Minna on Tuesday 18" September, 2018 and our
Consecration was at St. Bartholomew’s Cathedral, Kubwa Abuja on Friday 16" November
2018 by Archbishop, Metropolitan and Primate of All Nigeria, The Most Rev’d Dr, Nicholas
D. Okoh, MA, Fss, Mss, LL, DD and our Enthronement on Monday 19" November, 2018 at
the Cathedral of the Transfiguration of Our Lord (CATOL), Owerri, which was presided by
the Most Rev. Caleb Maduoma, the Archbishop of Owerri Ecclesiastical Province and Lord
Bishop of Ideato together with all Bishops in our Province and visiting Bishops and clergy.

We salute the Primate of All Nigeria, The Most Rev’d Dr Nicholas D. Okoh for his fatherly
blessings on us and this Diocese. May God continue to bless him, Amen. We welcome and
appreciate the Archbishop of Owerri Ecclesiastical Province Most Rev’d Dr Caleb A.
Maduoma for his directives and blessings and all other Bishops within the Province and the
Church of Nigeria for their prayers and support. We welcome you all in Jesus name, Amen.

We commend the efforts of the Consecration and Enthronement Committee, ably led by our
Lord Chancellor Hon. Justice Lady Evelyn Anyadike who within a very short time did their
best to ensure a successful celebration. May God continue to bless them in Jesus name, Amen.

We welcome and thank my wife, the President of Women’s Ministries, Mrs. Chidiebere
Chukwuma Oparah (Mama Owerri) for her support and encouragement and for being my
partner in progress in this ministry and our children for their love and care. We by God’s
grace shall be celebrating our 20 years Anniversary of our marriage on Easter Monday, 2020.
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As we usually observed every Easter Monday. And to appreciate and mark the love of God
towards us, we shall have free Marriage Blessings in St Mark’s Chapel, Bishop’s Court.

We appreciate and welcome the Diocesan Legal Team. We welcome in a very special way our
Lord Chancellor, Hon Justice Lady Evelyn Anyadike, the Registrar and Clerk Sir Chukwuma
Ekomaru, SAN and other members of the Legal Team — Barr. Kelechi Akuruka, Barr. Leslie
Njamanze, Barr. Osita Nwanjo and Lady Barr. Chioma Emuka, PhD.

We appreciate all the efforts of the Archdeacons/Administrators and other Priests and Church
Workers in the service of God. May God bless them.

We also appreciate and welcome different groups in our Diocese. We welcome the Knights &
Ladies of St. Christopher especially the President of Council of Knight Owerri and President
General Joint Council of Knight Sir Gab Oduah, the Anglican Christian Fathers Fellowship
(ACFF)/All Anglican Men’s Association (AAMA) and the Diocesan Lay Coordinator of
ACFF/AAMA Engr. Sir Boldwin Onozie, all the members of the Women’s Ministries, AYF
(Youths), EFAC, ACM, etc. Indeed we appreciate all the churches within our Diocese and
our brethren in Diaspora who are constantly praying for us. May God bless them all, Amen.

We welcome all the Synod delegates, Bishop’s Nominees, invited guests and indeed all of you
that are present in this Synod today. May God bless you all for honouring our invitation,
Amen.

HISTORY OF ACHI MBIERI ARCHDEACONRY

In the early forties, what is now Achi Mbieri Archdeaconry was designated as Achi Group of
Churches in Mbieri District which then was superintended by a Priest Rev. Ikejiani resident at
Orie Mbieri. Later Achi Mbieri Group of churches popularly known as “Umunna” churches
under the leadership of Mr. Onukeme, Reginald Nwaopara and Obed Iwuajoku became part of
Mbieri Parish with Headquarters at Holy Trinity Church Obazu Mbieri.

In 1986 the Parish Standing Committee (P.S.C) upon a motion made by late Chief Sir
Sylvernus Ekeanyanwu and seconded by late Chief Sir Sydney U.S. Amadi decided to split
Mbieri Parish into three viz Obazu Mbieri, Amaike Mbieri and Achi Mbieri. The Parish
Council gave its approval. Whereupon the then Parish Priest Rev. Canon C.B.A. Okafor gave
details of the requirements for creation of Parishes. A Reference Committee was immediately
put in place under the chairmanship of late Sir R.N. Okwodu and Sir George Thunyere as
secretary to actualize the proposals one of which is Achi Mbieri Parish.

All conditions were met and in due course Achi Mbieri Parish was among the three parishes
created in Mbieri by His lordship Rt. Rev B.C. Nwankiti the Bishop of the Diocese of Owerri
Anglican Communion. Thus it was a thing of joy for the congregation of Achi Mbieri Group
of churches to be inaugurated as a Parish on 8" February 1987 with Headquarters at St. Luke’s
Anglican Church Achi Mbieri. The first Parish Priest was Rev. Samuel O. Nwobi. They are



five Church stations that made up the parish Viz, St. Luke’s Achi, Nazareth Church Ohohia, St.
Thomas Umuagwuru, St. Paul’s Ubomiri and All Saint’s Awo.

In August 1987 under the then Archdeacon of Mbaitoli/Ikeduru Archdeaconry Ven. G.C.
Echefu (now Bishop Emeritus) Rev. Christian Ehirim and Evangelist Augustine Njoku (now
Rev.). A chapel was planted at Nwaorieubi the Mbaitoli L.G.A. Headquarters, this was
followed in 1993 by the founding of another chapel at Ebom Mbieri. The two churches are
today full-fledged church stations respectively called Christ Church Nwaorieubi and St.
Peter’s Church Ebom Mbieri.

As the congregation increased Ohohia Mbieri was carved out from Achi Mbieri Parish and
was inaugurated on Sunday 23", July, 2000 by His Lordship Rt. Rev. C.C. Okorocha Ph.D.
Bishop of the Diocese of Owerri. During the Diocesan Synod held in Holy Trinity Church
Obazu Mbieri in October 2002 the two Parishes viz Achi Mbieri Parish and Ohohia Mbieri
Parish were constituted into one Administrative Area with Headquarters at St. Luke’s Achi.
The Administrative Area took off in January 2003 with Rev. Canon Richard C. Egolu as the
first Administrator.

To our boundless joy the Bishop the Rt. Rev. C.C. Okorocha Ph.D. announced the elevation of
Achi Mbieri Area as an Archdeaconry. This took place at the Synod of the Diocese held at St.
Titus Anglican Church Umuoba in Uratta North Archdeaconry in October 2004. The
Archdeaconry was inaugurated on Sunday 23™ September 2007 by His Lordship Rt. Rev. C.C.
Okorocha Ph.D. with Rev. Canon Chukwuma I. Akakuru J.P (now Venerable) as its
Administrator. Rev. Simeon U.N. Duruji who preached the sermon that day had his theme as
“this Archdeaconry is meant for a mission” (John 17:18). In the same year 4" November 2007
Rev. Canon Chukwuma Akakuru (now Venerable) declared a chapel at Ohuba Ubomiri. To
the glory of God at the age of 12 months the naming ceremony of the chapel was performed on
20" day of December 2008 by His Lordship, Rt. Rev. C.C. Okorocha Ph.D. The church is now
known and called “St. Peter’s Anglican Church Ohuba Ubomiri. On 11" January 2009 Mr.
Eric Thediwa was officially appointed to take charge of the church.

The Archdeaconry Has Five Parishes
(1)  Achi Mbieri Parish with Headquarters at St. Luke’s Anglican Church Achi It was
inaugurated in 1987.

(2)  Ohohia Mbieri Parish with headquarters at Nazareth Church Ohohia. It was inaugurated
in 2000. St. Peter’s Ebom is in this Parish.

(3) Awo Mbieri Parish with Headquarters at All Saints Anglican Church Awo Mbieri. It
was inaugurated in 2008, Christ Church Nwaorieubi is in this Parish.

(4)  Ubomiri Parish with Headquarters in St. Paul’s Ubomiri. It was inaugurated in 2014. St.
Peter’s Ohuba is in this Parish.

(5) Umuagwuru Mbieri Parish was inaugurated in 2018 with Headquarters in St. Thomas
Anglican Church Umuagwuru Mbieri.



Also the Archdeaconry is made up of Eight Stations as follow:

1.

St. Luke’s Anglican Church Achi Mbieri. This was founded in 1916. The first
church teacher was Mr. Peter Okorieocha of Emii

The Church is now an Archdeaconry Headquarters and is now being administered by
Ven. Chukwuma I. Akakuru JP

Nazareth Anglican Church Ohohia Mbieri: This Church came to being in 1917. The
first Church teacher was late Mr. Mathias, Nume. Rev. Canon Emeka Ekeanyanwu is
the current Vicar in charge of the Church.

St. Thomas Anglican Church Umuagwuru Mbieri was founded in 1916 with Mr. James
Mbakogu as the first teacher. By being very argumentative Rev. A.O Onyeabo named
the Church “Thomas” (Ahuanya ekwe). The current Vicar in charge of the Church is
Rev. Ozioma Aririatu

St. Paul’s Anglican Church Ubomiri. This Church was born in 1921. The first Church
teacher posted to the Church was Mr. Peter A. Opara of Avuvu Ikeduru. Rev. Canon
[.O Amaefula is the Parish Priest and Vicar — in charge.

All Saint Anglican Church Awo. This Church was founded in the year 1945 by late
Chief Patrick Duruaku Eronini an influential paramount Chief of great repute. Late
Venerable Felix Chukwuezi (then Church agent) was the first teacher Rev. Canon Tim
Ashama is currently the Vicar in this Church

Christ Anglican Church Nwaorieubi. In 1987 a chapel was founded at the Mbaitoli
Headquarters and was run by appointees from Ven. G.C Echefu (now Bishop Emeritus).
In 1989 Mr. Simeon U.N Duruji (now Venerable) was officially posted to the Church as
the first Church teacher. Through the able leadership of Rev. Joseph Igbo three new
chapels were planted.

1. Christ Anglican Chapel Umuocha Ubomiri
il. Christ Anglican Chapel Owerri Nkalu
iit.  Christ Anglican Chapel Ifakala

St. Peter’s Anglican Church Ebom Mbieri. In the Mbieri Deanery meeting held in St.
Peter’s Umunjam it was resolved that an Anglican Church be planted at Ebom. In
November 1993, the first Church service was held in Nwaorie Ebom market square.
The first Church teacher was Mr. Festus Opara (now Rev. Canon Festus Opara). The
current teacher in the Church is Evangelist Chibuzor Ezeanyika.

St. Peter’s Anglican Church Ohuba Ubomiri. On 4" November 2007, Rev. Canon
Chukwuma Akakuru J.P (now Venerable) declared a chapel at Ohuba Ubomiri. On 11%
January 2009 Mr. Eric C. Thediwa was appointed the first Church teacher. The current
Priest in charge of the station is Rev. Christian. Oparaojiaku.

The Archdeaconry has produced



a. 21 indigenous Priests serving in various Dioceses
b. 30 indigenous Knights and Ladies investitured in various Dioceses.
c. 25 commissioned Lay Readers

The Archdeaconry has also produced eminent scholars in various fields of human endeavors —
Top ranking civil servants, Educationists, Medical Doctors, Deputy Governor, and other high
ranking politicians, Engineers, Lawyers, Business Tycoons etc.

The history of the Archdeaconry will not be complete without mentioning late Sir Jonathan U.
Ekeocha and late Sir Sydney B.C. Anyanwu who worked assiduously for the progress of the
Diocese of Owerri. This is our history, praising our Saviour all the day long. To God be the

glory.

A BRIEF PROFILE OF THE RT. REV. DANIEL NKEMJIKA OLINYA (JP)
LORD BISHOP, ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF EHA-AMUFU
HE IS OUR SYNOD PREACHER

The life story of Bishop Daniel Nkemjika Olinya is very much like that of the Biblical Esther;
from grass to grace or from obscurity to prominence. Bishop Dan. Was born to a pagan family
to Mr. Olinya Odoegbevu and Mrs. Evelyn Odoabuchi, both of blessed memory during the
Nigeria Civil War, precisely on the 15th day of September, 1967, in a very small farm
settlement of Umu-Okpara, Umuhu in Eha-Amufu, Isi-Uzo Local Government Area of Enugu
State.

He attended three primary schools for his primary education: Community Primary School,
Umuhu, Eha-Amufu Township School (ETS), Eha-Amufu and Central School Omoba in Abia
State. It was in the Central School Omoba that Bishop Dan; obtained his First School
Leaving Certificate in 1983. He attended Community Secondary School Umuhu (1983 —
1989) and obtained his Senior School Certificate Examination (SSCE). It is worthy of note
that it was Scripture Union that sponsored money for Bishop Dan’s SSCE registration as he
was then Ostracized from his family for giving his life to Christ in 1986.

The young Daniel left home immediately after secondary school to the Northern Nigeria in
search of green pasture as there was nobody to sponsor his tertiary education. While teaching
in a secondary school at Kankara, Katsina State and also Pastoring a small Anglican Church he
started with some brethren from Malunfashi (Katsina State), he answered the call of God into
the full ministry of the Church.

In 1991 Bishop Daniel gained admission to St. Francis of Assisi Theological College wusasa
Zaria, Kaduna State to be trained as a full Minister in the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion). He graduated in 1994 and was made Deacon the same year by the Bishop of
Katsina Diocese, Rt. Rev. James Kwasu. Dan was ordained Priest the following year, 1995 by
the same bishop.



He worked in few Churches in Katsina Diocese including St. John’s Cathedral and St. James
Church Funtua. In 1998 he was seconded to Kano Diocese to work with the Rt. Rev. Zakka
Nyam. He was made a Canon of the Cathedral the same year and in June 2000, he was again
seconded to Minna Diocese to work with the Rt. Rev. Nathaniel Yisa, the Bishop of Minna
Diocese (now retired). The first Church he worked here was the famous St. Andrew’s Church
Sabon Gari, Minna, Niger State. The Bishop was so impressed with Dan’s work that in
September, the same year (2000) he made Daniel an Archdeacon. Later in 2004, Dan was
transferred to St. Peter’s Cathedral immediately after his graduation from Theological College
of Northern Nigeria, Bukuru (Via Jos) where he obtained his First Degree in Theology. In
2006, he was moved further in to Kontagora to prepare the Archdeaconry for a Missionary
Diocese. It was while working in this very remote area that Dan was elected Bishop in Church
of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) in 2008. He was consecrated on 11th January 2009 and
enthroned as the Pioneer Bishop of the Missionary Diocese of Eha-Amufu, where he is doing
missionary work to date.

Bishop Dan Obtained Master of Science Degree (M.Sc) in Peace and Conflict resolution at
National Open University of Nigeria in 2012 to equip him the more for the ministry. He
married to his heartthrob, Regina in 1998 and the marriage is blessed with three godly
seeds: MakuoChukwu, Chukwuebuka and Ozioma.

The Rt. Rev. Daniel Nkemjika Olinya lives with his family at Bishop’s Court GRA, Eha-
Amufu. His hobbies include watching football, reading, travelling and making friends. He is
a committed child of God (raised in the Scripture Union of Nigeria), a Christian leader, a
fervent teacher and preacher of the word of God. He has travelled far and wide to preach the
whole Gospel to the whole man fearlessly but with very deep love. He has won many awards
and recognitions as a student, young Christian and Church leader.  Currently he is the
Chairman of Christian Association of Nigeria, Isi-Uzo Local Government Chapter and to the
glory of God, the Patron of the Scripture Union Nsukka Zone.

A BRIEF PROFILE OF THE RT. REV. BABATUNDE OGUNBANWO
LORD BISHOP, ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF IJEBU SOUTH WEST
HE IS OUR BIBLE STUDY FACILITATOR IN THIS SYNOD

Rt Revd. Dr Babatunde Ogunbanwo is the Bishop of [jebu South West. He was born in
the Vicarage Fifty three years ago by Ven. and Mrs. Joseph Ogunbanwo at Odogbolu-
[jebu in Ogun State.

He studied Agriculture at the then Oyo State College of Education, Ilesa before
proceeding in 1988 to Immanuel College of Theology, Ibadan for the Ordination course.

He was made Deacon in June 1993 and ordained Priest in June, 1994 by the first Bishop
of Remo Diocese, Rt Revd E.O.I Ogundana. He served in Remo Diocese from 1991 to
2009 rising through the ranks: Canon in 1999, Archdeacon in 2000, Provost in 2003.
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He was elected Bishop of Ijebu South West in October 2009, Consecrated on January
10, 2010 and Enthroned on 13" January, 2010.

Bishop Ogunbanwo is a graduate of the University of Ibadan, Ibadan where he bagged
both the Bachelors (B.A Hons) and Masters (M.A Ethics) Degrees. He bagged the
Master of Philosophy (M. Phill) from the Olabisi Onabanjo University, Ago- Iwoye and
the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D) from the University of KwaZulu -Natal, Pieter
Marisburg, South Africa specializing in New Testament Ethics.

He is widely travelled and involved in many international research initiatives on
Contextual Bible Studies and Leadership.

OUR VISION STATEMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION SO FAR

(1)

)

3)

We under God are declaring the next ten years as Decade of Church Planting,
kingdom expansion and evangelism throughout Owerri Anglican Diocese. We expect
by God’s grace that within this decade more than 200 churches must have been planted
and nursed into maturity. We want to thank God that within this period, 21 new
churches have been planted. We salute the Clergy and Laity for carrying out this
mandate. Special thanks to individuals offering their homes, space and lands for
planting of churches. They must surely have their Divine reward, Amen. Please we
need more people to donate lands and offer their homes to the Diocese for this purpose.

We also wish under God’s guidance and grace to establish Deaneries, Missionary
Archdeaconries which will eventually grow into full fledge Archdeaconries by
establishing new churches under them. Rectors will be appointed to head the Deaneries.
These Rectors are equivalent in rank with Administrators with the primary task of
Church planting (soul winning) around the Deanery.

Training of Priests: We pray by God’s grace that within the next six years, there will
be no priest within this great Diocese without Theological Training. We will also
encourage our priests for Higher University education. We will be committed to
training and re-training of our clergymen through workshops, seminars, conferences,
etc in order to ensure that they are constantly in line with the mission of the Church and
to stand tall in the world mission in whatever capacity they find themselves. Our
workshops/seminars are now on top gear. The Director, Mission and Evangelism, Ven.
Paul Nwozuzu is doing a great work in this aspect. Venerables Chidi Opara, M.A. and
Chike Samuelson, M.Div have been appointed by us to serve as the Director of
Ordinands and Director of Trinity Theological College Umuahia, Owerri Study Centre
respectively. The Trinity Theological College Umuahia, Owerri Study Centre will
open for Academic work on 7% October, 2019 with temporary site at CATOL, Owerri
while the Permanent site will be in Orodo.



(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

)

Train-A-Priest Fund: We request and appeal to our members to take up training of a
priest or more. Your family can train a man of God — when you do this, you are expanding
God’s kingdom. To train a priest costs N250,000.00, School Fees only (books and feeding
not included) per year. Please feel free to contact the Bishop. Meanwhile, the account is:
“Anglican Diocese of Owerri Train A Priest (TAP)” FCMB 6017949018.

By God’s grace, the welfare of the priests will also be paramount to this administration.
We encourage you under God to respect, care, honour, pray and support your priests and
their families. We are making concluding plans to procure land and establish an Anglican
Village — where our priests with their families will retire in. Each priest is expected to
have his retirement house in that Anglican Village.

We also pray for total revival in every arm of the Church — the ACM, the Youth
Fellowship, the Fathers’ Fellowship, the Women Ministries, Choirs, Bands, EFAC,
Knights/Ladies, etc in fact all arms of the Church. We testify to the glory of God on the
revival and spiritual programmes going on in our churches. May His name be praised,
Amen. Anglican Church in Nigeria and our Diocese in particular is on fire for the Lord.
Praise God!

There will be an Annual Diocesan Revival Convention for both the priests and laity (that
is for everybody). The Anglican Diocese of Owerri Power Packed Anointed
Convention (ADOWPAC) will be held from 27" November to 1% December, 2019 for
this year. You are all welcome to that convention. It will be a great gathering of the people
of God in this Diocese. We will be expecting Deliverance Healing Unit of St. Barth’s
Anglican Church, Aguda, Lagos as we partner for this year’s ADOWPAC gathering. It is
open for all members of this Diocese and indeed everybody even the non Anglicans.
Please invite your friends, neighbours, etc.

In order to ensure full participation of our youths in the mission of the Church, an annual
Evangelical Sports Competition and other evangelical programmes will be mapped out
for our youths (Annual Youth Conference). We thanked God that this Sport Competition
has taken off. This year Annual Youth Convention and Evangelical Sports Competition
was fantastic. Ogbaku Area came first, Uratta North Archdeaconry had the second
position while Umunoha Archdeaconry came third. We commend the efforts of the
Chairman Sir Chukwuma Uchegbu and his team for the organization. We have equally
extended this Annual Evangelical Youth Sport Competition to include Female Football
teams from the Archdeaconries/ Areas and other Sporting activities including other Field
and Track Events.

We shall equally through God’s grace revive all of our institutions and parastatals and
recover our health institutions. We thank God we have recovered



(i) Ogwa Mission General Hospital: As you are aware, on our enthronement day, we
appealed to the government of Imo State for the release of Ogwa General Hospital to her
original owner, in the presence of the immediate past Governor, Owelle Rochas Okorocha, all
major gubernatorial aspirants including our present Governor, Rt. Hon. Emeka Ihedioha CON,
KSC. I am delighted to inform you that the said hospital has been handed over completely to
us by Imo state Government. To God be the glory. We have employed all categories of health
workers and they have started work since September, 2019. And the hospital is open now to
the public. Please if you know any way you can assist, let us know. On Friday 20" September,
2019, the team of Doctors and Health personnel organized a free Medical Outreach in the
hospital and more than three hundred patients were attended to. We thank the Medical
Director of Ogwa Mission General hospital, Rev Dr. Yadiri Ekeanyanwu and the staff for
carrying this mission outreach.
(ii) St Luke’s Hospital, Uzii Misson Compound is doing well. We thank Dr. Benjamin
Azubuike and his team for allowing God to continue using them. Our Diocese under the
Bishop’s Foundation for Mission, Evangelism and Development has procured a Sienia Bus
for our Hospital Services
(111) Archdeacon Dennis Junior Seminary is taking another positive shape. We are
remoulding the School by God’s grace. We hope it will return to what it was known for. We
thank God for the Old boys who are at the fore front on this mission. May God bless all of
them. The following old boys of the College are building new physical projects in line with
our vision of kingdom expansion in our mission schools. On the 17th September, 2019, we
laid the foundation stone of five new projects in ADJS, Mbieri, which are being handled by
some of old boys they include:
»  Five Class Room Block built by Barr. Collin Onumajuru (1988 Set) in memory of Late
parents Mr. & Mrs. Lucious & Leticia Onumajuru
=  Fence of Principal House by H.R.H. Uche Egenti (1984 Set)
=  Chapel Block, built in memory of Late Ven. Augustine Emeana Ucheghara (Principal
ADJS 1981-1986) by his children.
*  Clinic/Sick-Bay built by Dr. Kingsley Onwuzuruigbo (1988 Set) in memory of Late
Father Mr. Sylvester Nnanna Onwuzuruigbo.
=  School Refectory built by Chief & Lolo Nnamdi Iroegbu (1987 Set) in honour of Chief
& Lolo Victor Iroegbu .
To God be all the glory. ‘Jisie Unu ike’.

ADJS at 40: Worthy of note is that this year marks the 40" Anniversary of the ADJS Mbieri.
The grand finale of the celebration will be on 23 November, 2019. The Anniversary Planning
Committee is working very hard and is led by Dr. Obinna Oleribe an old boy of the school.
You are all invited

(iv) Obazu Community Grammar Secondary School (OCOGRAM) was re-opened last
year October, 2018. We thank God for the Old Boys. Special mention must be made of Dr.
Mike Themaguba, who gave scholarship to 30 students and he is a great motivator together
with old boys who are helping in the restructuring of the school. We thank the President of the
Old boy Barr. C. H. Old Achonulo and Rev. Canon Dr Chris Mba.

(v) Our Saviour’s Anglican Secondary School (OSASS), Abazu Ogwa. A ‘new’
Secondary School, which took off on Monday 16™ September, 2019, courtesy of our Women’s
Ministries. We thank God for Mama Owerri and her team. We also appreciate the efforts of
the Abazu faithfuls. To God be the glory.
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(vi) Owur Saviour Anglican Academy (OSAA) Amakohia and Mary Sumner Schools,
Amakohia. We thank God for the schools and we commend the efforts of the Women’s
Ministries in ensuring that the schools are in line with the Ministry of Education’s standard.
(vil) PEACE Center: We thank God that the secondary school is doing well. We thank the
donors Late Prof Eunuch Anyanwu & Prof Lady Ngozi Anyanwu and family especially for the
renovation work that is currently going on in the school. May God reward them abundantly,
Amen. The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) of the school will soon be signed.

(10) In order to ensure that our people devout themselves to praying and setting apart, we
shall by God’s grace establish Camp of Prayer and Retreat “Obi Ekpere” in this
Diocese and this will be established in Ebenezer Anglican Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa
with the name — “Ebenezer Camp of Prayer — Obi Ekpere Ebenezer” which will be
supervised by a Rector. We appeal to individuals, families and groups to sponsor the
different building projects which will be named after such sponsors. Please get involved.

(11) The Diocese will go into physical investments by God’s grace that will create job
opportunities for our people especially our youths and equally provide spiritual
guidance especially in agriculture.

(12) We look forward under God to establishing an institution of higher learning in this
Diocese — moving beyond secondary institutions to tertiary institution. We have also set
up a powerful committee to look into it and advise us.

(13) Finally, but not the least, we shall by God’s grace build a befitting Diocesan
Secretariat, God being our helper. This project has started, the foundation stone was
laid on Wednesday, 24" July, 2019 as one of the activities that marked the 60™
Anniversary Celebration of our Diocese alongside with the St. Mark’s Chapel Bishop’s
Court.

We pray to God to help us accomplish all these and more in Jesus name, Amen. We thank God
for the different Committees set up by the Diocesan to see to the accomplishment of these
projects. Please, if you have ideas, that will help us in this kingdom expansion project of our
Diocese, do well to let us know.

FOUNDATION STONE LAYING
The foundation stone laying has been done for the following new projects:

(1) 25/11/18: New Covenant Church Parsonage, Works Layout, Owerri

(2) 16/12/18: St. Paul’s Church Parsonage, Ugwu-Ortji

(3) 02/01/19: St. Michael’s Church Building, Uru-na-Umuanu Ogwa

(4) 27/01/19: Anglican Church of the Holy Spirit Parsonage, Amaogwugwu, Obazu
Mbieri

(5) 01/03/19: All Saints Church Parsonage, Orji

(6) 17/03/19: Emmanuel Church Hall, Avu

(7) 15/04/19: Two-Storey Building of Diocesan Women’s Ministries Project; Our
Saviour’s Anglican Academy (OSAA) Amakohia.
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(8)
)
(10)
(11)
(12)

(13)
(14)

(15)
(16)

(17)
(18)

15/04/19:
24/07/19:

St. Mark’s Church Amakohia EFAC Secretariat
The New Bishop’s Chapel

24/07/19: New Ultra- Modern Diocesan Secretariat Complex

11/08/19:

11/08/19:

18/08/19:
17/09/19:

17/09/19:
17/09/19:

17/09/19:

17/09/19:

Bishop George Cockin Anglican Church Building, Wetheral Road,
Owerri

Bread of Life Anglican Church Building, Plot 128 Okigwe Road, off Item
Street.

Fountain of Life Anglican Church Building, Uratta East Layout, Owerri
Five Class-Room Block built in memory of Late Mr. & Mrs. Lucious & Leticia
Onumajuru (Parents of Barr. Collin Onumajuru — 88 Set), ADJS Mbieri.

Fence at Principal House built by H.R.H. Uche Egenti (84 Set), ADJS, Mbieri.
Chapel Block, built in memory of Late Ven. Augustine Emeana Ucheghara
(Principal ADJS 1981-1986, Courtesy — the children), ADJS, Mbieri.
Clinic/Sick-bay built in memory of Late Mr. Sylvester Nnanna Onwuzuruigbo
(Father of Dr. Kingsley Onwuzuruigbo, 1988 Set), ADJS, Mbieri.

School Refectory built in honour of Chief and Lolo Victor Iroegbu (Parents of
Chief & Lolo Nnamdi Iroegbu 87 Set), ADJS, Mbieri.

PLANTING AND NAMING OF NEW CHURCHES
By God’s grace the following new churches have been planted and some named. We pray for
their growth and expansion.

(1)
(2)
3)
4)
)

(6)
(7)
(8)
)
(10)
(1)
(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)
(16)

(17)

(18)
(19)

(20)

1)
(22)

23/12/18: King of kings Anglican Church, Ogbaku — Planted and Named.
23/12/18:  Our Saviour’s Anglican Church, Ogbaku — Planted and Named.
23/12/18:  Anglican Church of the Advent, Ogbaku — Planted and Named.
27/01/19:  Christ’s Church Anglican Chapel, Umuocha-Ubomiri — Planted
29/01/19: St. John the Evangelist Chapel, Christian Kingdom, Egbeada - Planted

and Named

10/02/19: Praise God Anglican Church, Orodo — Named.

03/02/19:  St. Peter’s Anglican Chapel, Umuohia, Irete — Planted

03/03/19:  St. Augustine’s Anglican Chapel, Amaukwu Orodo — Planted.
10/03/19:  St. Michael’s Chapel, Amaulu Mbieri — Planted.

17/03/19: Bethsaida Anglican Church, Obokwu, Avu — Named.

07/04/19:  Triumphant Anglican Church, Umunwalo Irete - Planted and Named.
26/05/19:  Good Shepherd Anglican Church, Akwakuma - Planted and Named.
07/07/19:  Christ Church Anglican Chapel, Umuchilewe Ifakala — Planted
13/07/19:  Christ’s Church Anglican Chapel, Owerre-nkalu Ifakala — Planted
28/07/19:  St. Peter’s Church Chapel, Okwuele, Irete — Planted and Named.
11/08/19: Bishop George Cockin Anglican Church, Wetheral Road, Owerri —

Named

11/08/19: Bread of Life Anglican Church, Plot 128 Okigwe Road, Off Item

Street -Named.

18/08/19: Fountain of Life Anglican Church Uratta East Layout — Named.
08/09/19: New Generation Anglican Chapel, Diocesan Knights Secretariat,

Bishop’s Court, Owerri — Planted

08/09/19: Holy Trinity Anglican Chapel, Obazu Mbieri — Planted.
08/09/19:  Anglican Chapel, Umunjam — Planted.
28/09/19:  St. Peter’s Anglican Chapel, Umuelele, Irete - Planted
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DEDICATION
The following projects were dedicated within the Diocese to God’s glory:

(1) 17/02/19: St. James Anglican Church Building, Duruemeze, Amaike Mbieri

(2) 30/04/19: Anglican Church of the Advent Parsonage, Redemption Housing Estate,
Obinze.

(3) 15/05/19: Retirement House of Bishop Cyril Okorocha, Ph.D. (Rtd), built by the
Anglican Diocese of Owerri.

(4) 26/05/19: St. John the Evangelist Church Parsonage, Akwakuma.

(5) 25/07/19: Mable Pulpit, Lectern, Reading Desk, Altar Table, Baptismal Font at All
Saints’ Church, Umuguma.

(6) 11/08/19: Ultra-Modern Security House St. Peter’s Church, Ikenegbu.

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

These two churches celebrated One Hundred Years of the existence of Christianity in their
land, namely: Christ Church Umuahii on 29" December 2018 and Ebenezer Anglican Church
Ekwereazu Ogwa on 30" December, 2018 (although the celebration would have been in
2017).

COMMISSIONING/LICENSING OF LAY READERS

As part of the mission for Kingdom expansion, One Hundred and Eighty-Eight (188) lay men
were commissioned and licensed as lay readers of Anglican Diocese of Owerri on 24®
February, 2019 at the Cathedral Church of the Transfiguration of our Lord (CATOL), Owerri.
This is also to encourage lay participation in the church.

2019 NEW YEAR CELEBRATION

To mark the New Year celebration on the 1% January 2019, under Bishop’s Foundation for
Mission, Evangelism and Development, we visited St. David’s Hospital, Ikenegbu, Owerri
and Federal Medical Centre (FMC), Owerri to celebrate with some of God’s people His
goodness upon their lives. Special gifts in cash were given to babies delivered on the New
Year day on the above named hospitals. Our Special thanks to the Medical Directors, Dr Sir
David Anyanwu and Dr Kingsley Achigbu respectively. May God bless them, Amen.

VISITATION

Several visitations were made within the period under review. Worthy of note is an
unscheduled visit to St. Peter’s Church, Ebom Mbieri. The church had very few membership
of less than 25 ( men, women, youth and children) with Church Teacher and wife inclusively
in the Service . We under Bishop’s Foundation for Mission, Evangelism and Development
empowered about 15 members of church with twenty thousand naira each as a Start Up Fund
for Small Scale Business. In addition, the members of the church were given two and half bags
of rice.

RETREATS IN THE DIOCESE
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As part of Training/Re-Training of the Clergy and wives and other Church workers and wives
for effective mission, the following retreats were held:

Clergy and Wives:

1. 15" — 17" January 2019 at Orlu Diocesan Church Centre, Dim-na-Nume Isu with the
theme “God First” (Chi Bu Uzo) and the retreatant was the Most Rev. Emmanuel S.
Egbunu, Ph.D, Archbishop of Lokoja Province and Bishop of Lokoja.

2. 2" April 2019 at Emmanuel Church, Okwu Orodo with the them “A Call to be Fruitful in
the Ministry” and the retreatant was Ven. Emma Uzoegbuna from Diocese of Enugu.

3. 30" June, 2019 at Ebenezer Anglican Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa (Owerri Diocesan Retreat

Centre) with the theme “Financial Integrity/Accountability and Church Growth and the
retreatant was the Rt. Rev. Sam C. A. Chukuka, Retired Bishop of
Isuikwuato/Umunneochi Diocese.

Church Teachers and Wives:

1. 15" December, 2018, Retreat for All Church Teachers and Wives/ End of the year.

2. 7% — 9t March, 2019, Owerri Diocesan Church Teachers’ and Wives retreat at St.
James Church, Uzii with the theme “God First” (Chi bu Uzo) and the retreatant was the
Rt. Rev. Chigozirim U. Onyegbule, Lord Bishop of Ikwuano Diocese.

3. 25% —28™ September, 2019 — Retreat for all Church Teachers and wives with the theme
“Understanding Your Calling”.

PREFERMENT AND ORDINATION

The following clergymen were preferred; collation and installation done on 14™ April 2019.

Archdeacons:

1. Ven. Dr. Rowland Maduka
2. Ven. Chukwudum T. Onwuka.

Canons:

1. Rev’d Canon Gideon Iheanacho
Rev’d Canon Benjamin Ukwuegbu
Rev’d Canon Basil Ubochiegbu
Rev’d Canon Davidson Opurum
Rev’d Canon Benjamin Nwandikom
Rev’d Canon Obed Nosiri

Rev’d Canon Raphael Onunwa
Rev’d Canon Christopher Ihejieto

A

Trinity Diaconate Ordination - 7" day of July, 2019 at CATOL:

1. Rev. Benjamin Nlemchukwu

TRAIN-A-PASTOR (TAP)
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The Diocesan has made it mandatory that every Priest already ordained and even Church
Teacher (before being ordained) must have theological formation. To accomplish this vision,
we have set a scheme ‘Train A Pastor’ of which some individuals have shown interest for this
sponsorship and assistance. Also, the Trinity Theological College Umuahia now have a Study
Centre in Owerri Anglican Diocese. To God be the glory, Amen.

NEW ARCHDEACONRY

On 19" day of August 2019, Akwakuma Missionary Archdeaconry was created out of the
existing Amakohia Archdeaconry by our Lord Bishop, Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah,
Ph.D, JP. Ven. Benjamin Nwaneri became the first Archdeacon of the Archdeaconry.

CONFIRMATION

S/N | PARISH/AREA/ARCHDEACONRY NUMBER | DATE

1. Umunoha Archdeaconry 65 02/03/19
2. Avu Archdeaconry 89 16/03/19
3. Abp Benjamin Nwankiti, Parish Amakohia 17 24/03/19
4. Irete Area 90 07/04/19
5. Umunahu Uratta Parish 25 19/04/19
6. Akwakuma Parish 83 25/05/19
7. Umuoba Parish 38 02/06/19
8. Amaulu Parish 44 08/06/19
9. New Owerri Archdeaconry 83 09/06/19
10. Abazu Ogwa Parish 49 23/06/19
11. Ohii Parish 59 14/07/19
12. Ekwereazu-Ogwa Parish 58 10/08/19
13. Ikenegbu Parish 78 11/08/19
14. Ubomiri Parish 73 17/08/19
15. Aladinma Parish 63 18/08/19
16. Amakohia Parish 65 25/08/19
17. St James Uzii Parsh 62 01/07/19
18. St. Andrew’s Ogwa Parish 28 15/09/19
19. Ochii-Ogwa Parish 67 29/09/19

Total 1,136

A total of One Thousand a one hundred and thirty-six (1,136) persons were confirmed within
the period under review. To God be all the glory as they embraced Jesus Christ as their Lord
and personal Saviour. We want to thank the Episcopal Pastoral Team led by the Bishop’s
Senior Chaplain, Rev. Jonah Nwebo; and all the Vicars and Archdeacons that helped in
preparing the candidates for confirmation. May God continue to use them. Amen.

60™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE DIOCESE

The 60" Anniversary of the Diocese was celebrated from Sunday 21% to Sunday 28™ July,
2019 at the Cathedral Church of the Transfiguration of our Lord (CATOL), Owerri. We
commend the efforts of the Anniversary Planning Committee ably chaired by Rev. Engr. Mike
Arimanwa, Ph.D together with the Vice Chairman Sir Uche Osoagba and the entire members.
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Special thanks to the Secretary to the Committee Sir Sam Uche Macaulay for his efforts in
dissemination of information. We thank the entire faithfuls of the Anglican Diocese of Owerri
for their support and participation. The activities that marked the celebration include:

Sun 21t

Mon 22 -

Tue 23" -

Wed 24t -

Thur 25 -

Fri 26 -

Sat 27t

Sun 28t

- Post Humurs Award

Visit to Motherless Babies/Special Home precisely Red Cross Home, Owerri was
made with food items and gifts

Hospital Visitation. Imo State Specialist Hospital Umuguma and St. David’s
Hospital Ikenegbu, Owerri were visited as an activity to mark the
anniversary. Cash donations were given to some patients to offset their
bills and as aid to their medical treatments. A baby boy was born at Imo
State Specialist Hospital, Umuguma immediately on our arrival and the
Diocese paid for the delivery bill. Incidentally, the mother of the baby is
an Anglican. To God be all the glory, Amen.

Prayer/Fasting; Foundation Stone Laying of Ultra- Modern Diocesan
Secretariat and New St. Mark’s Chapel, Bishop’s Court Chapel

Novelty Football Match between the clergy and the Youth, of which the clergy
won with two goals

Seminars, Prayer and Praise. The Seminars were handled by Ven Prof.
Wellington O. Wotogbe-Weneka of University of Port Harcourt on Church
Planting and Church Growth in an Already Crowded Church Society and
Prof Emmanuel O. Inyama (KSC) of Imo State University on Thrust of Islam
and the future of Christianity in Eastern Nigeria.

CMS Anniversary Celebration in a grand style (Coming together as a Diocese).
We thank all our clergy and laity for this celebration for the first time as a
diocese which featured Divine Church Service and also March Past in
Archdeaconries/Areas. We congratulate the following Archdeaconries which
took the following positions: 1% ( Amike Mbieri), 2™ Alaenyi Ogwa) and 3™
( Uratta North)

Thanksgiving and Awards.

ARMS OF THE CHURCH

Women’s Ministries

Our Diocesan Women’s Ministry is waxing very strong and of which we are thankful to God.
All their activities for the year are going on well. We commend them on the establishment of
another Secondary School of their own — Our Saviour’s Secondary School, Abazu Ogwa and
a new Ultra-Modern 2-Storey Building inside St Mark’s Church, Amakohia for Our Saviour’s
Anglican Academy Amakohia and Skill Acquisition and Empowerment Center at Orogwe.
We thank God for them. We salute Mama Owerri, Mrs. Chidiebere Oparah and all Vice
Presidents together with all Priests/Church workers’ wives, and the entire women for their
supportive role in the ministry. Their 22" Biennial General Women’s Guild Conference 2018
with the theme “God of Love” I John 4:8 was successful. It was held at Emmanuel Anglican
Church, Avu, Avu Archdeaconry from 6% — 9t December, 2018. We thank God for them.
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Council of Knights Owerri

The Council of Knights of our Diocese is second to none, they are highly disciplined. The
order is evangelical and Christ-centred. We commend them and hope that they will continue
to train the younger Knights even beyond our Diocese. We are glad to report that the
President of the Council of Knights, Sir Gab Oduah was elected the President General of the
Joint Council of Knights, Church of Nigeria. We congratulate him, his wife and indeed our
Council of Knights together with their ladies. Our Council hosted the Joint Council of Knights
on the 23" November 2018 at CATOL, Owerri.

The trooping of colours took place on Sunday, 7" April, 2019. The Council Annual General
meeting took place from 4% — 7% April, 2019. They have been holding their business meetings
and meeting up with their responsibilities.

On the 8" September, 2019, the Knights of St. Christopher planted a Chapel in their
Secretariat. It was glorious. The Chapel is stabilizing and growing. Also they have been
supporting other smaller churches within the Diocese. Congratulations to the Executive.
Their ladies are very supportive. Presently, Lady Theresa Ekezie is the Acting President of
the Ladies Auxiliary. The President of Ladies Auxiliary Dr. Lady Pamela Njemanze
voluntarily retired on grounds of age. We congratulate her for the years she has served in this
capacity.

ACFF/AAMA

The ACFF held their Annual Fathers Conference from 27" to 30% June, 2019 at St. Stephen’s
Anglican Church, Orji with the theme “Men as Instruments of Kingdom Expansion: A
Call for Soul Winning”. Matt. 28:19. It was enriching. We were privileged to have the Lord
Bishop of Gwagwalada Diocese, Rt. Rev. Moses Bukpe Tabwaye, who was our Guest
Preacher and Bible Study Facilitator.

The Lay Coordinator, Engr. Sir Baldwin Onozie and his team did a very commendable work
during the Conference, we pray for God’s blessings, Amen. We salute all fathers that attended.

AYF

The Youth Ministry of our Diocese is dear to us, we have appointed three chaplains to see to
the spiritual life of our youths. They are Rev. Gospel Iwuoha — Chaplain I, Rev. Joseph Igbo —
Chaplain II and Rev. Chris Okpe — Chaplain III.

The Annual Conference of the AYF took place at St. Mark’s Amakohia from 315 July — 4%
August, 2019. Also, the Annual Sports Competition was successful. By God’s grace we have
introduced other sporting activities (both field and track events) including female football
team competition in the AYF ‘Diocesan Olympic Festival’. We shall continue to pray and
support the youths from our stations, and we need to continue to disciple them for Christ.
We commend their executive. They equally attended the AYF National Conference at Asaba
from 7% — 11" August, 2019.

EFAC

We thank God for our Diocesan EFAC, they have been pragmatic in Evangelism and we
commend them. The Director, Ven. Simeon U.N. Duruji and the Executive are commended.
This year’s Annual Conference took place at St. John’s Church, New Owerri from 27 — 5t
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May, 2019. They have been helping in their churches in the Kingdom Expansion programme
of the Diocese. May God bless them all.

ACM

The children are the future of our Church, we will continue to do all we can to support this
ministry. The Chaplain and his Team from Diocese to Station are commendable for allowing
God to use them in the ministry of our children. We trust that ACM in all our stations are

waxing strong also. They held their Annual Conference at Christ Church, Owerri from 8" —
10" August, 2019. We thank all their teachers.

DIOCESAN MUSIC FESTIVAL

This was organized by the Diocesan Music Committee led by Ven. Ben Nwaneri on Sunday
16" December, 2018. It was a great celebration in the Cathedral. We hope that this year’s
Music Festival and Cantata that will be held on Sunday 15" December, 2019 will be greater.
We pray that God will continue to use the team as we continue to worship God together in
Songs and Praises to His glory, Amen. Our Diocese came 3™ at the Owerri
Ecclesiastical Provincial Singing Competition held at Christ Church Cathedral, Ezihe,
Isi-Mbano Anglican Diocese in honour of Late Lady Eudora Iwuanyanwu on 201
May 2019, which is an Annual Event sponsored by Sir Engr Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu.
To God be the glory.

RETIREMENT OF PRIESTS AND CHURCH WORKERS
The under-listed priests/church workers will retire from the ministry of the Church of Nigeria,
Anglican Communion at the end of this year (31% December, 2019).
Ven. C. I. Akakuru

Ven. Echi Nwogu

Ven. Chukwudum Onwuka

Ven. Charles C. Alajemba

Rev. Canon Christopher Thejieto

Rev. Canon Steve Anukam

Rev. Canon Raphael Onunwa

Rev. Samuel Njoku

. Rev. Kenneth Udemba

0. Rev. Chikezie Nwakwue

1. Evang. Wilson Odinma

SIS RNk W=

We wish these ministers of God healthy retirement.

OUR JOY

We thank God for all the numerous mercies, grace and favour we received from Him. Some of
our members were blessed with children, some promoted, some wedded and some celebrated
anniversaries. We praise God for all the benefits which too numerous to be contend here:

1. Rev. Chima Iwuchukwu and wife - wedded

2. Rev. Kingsley Agor and wife — wedded
3. Ven Akajiaku Chukwuocha, PhD and wife - wedded
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Sir and Lady Chukwuma Ekomaru (SAN) and family donated two cars to the Diocese
on 19" day of December 2018 for the proposed ‘Charity Shop Complex’ to mark his
birthday.

. Appointment of one of priests, Rev Engr Michael Arimanwa as the Rector of Federal
Polytechnic Nekede, Owerri.

The Release of Mrs Anuli Maduwuike ( Nnedimma Ikeduru) from the hands of her
Abductors.

The gift of a baby to the family of Rt Rev Geoffery Okoroafor, Lord Bishop of Egbu.
Sir & Lady Humphrey Elenwoke - 50" wedding Anniversary

Sir & Lady Godfrey Onyenali - 50" wedding Anniversary

O Ezinne Lady Keziah O. Ekeocha - Centenary (100 years) Birthday celebration

To God be all the glory.

Our Sorrows

We commiserate with all our members who lost their dear ones in the year under review, we pray for
the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Some of which are:

Late Sir Felix Uzoamaka Oparah, father of our Lord Bishop

Late Mr. Augustine Ukairo, St. Peter’s Church, Mbutu, Aboh Mbaise

Late Sir Osisiogu, Husband of Lady Rose Osisiogu (Bishop’s Office)

Late Mrs. Mercy Nkechinyere Ngoka, Mother of Ven. Zion Ngoka

Late Catechist Okoro, St. Thomas Church, Eziama Obiato

Late Lady Judith Kamalu, Holy Trinity Church, Obazu Mbieri

Late Sir Humphrey Nnabugo, Holy Trinity Church, Ndiakunwa Arondizuogu, Ideato Diocese
Late Mr. John Okoh, Younger Brother to the Primate of All Nigeria

Late Mrs. Esther Ughala, Mother in-law to Archbishop Alex Ibezim, Awka Diocese

Late Very Rev. G. I. Nwaneri, Emmanuel Church, Avu
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. Ven. Donatus Oguamalam, St. Matthias Church, Amakohia-Ubi

Late Supol Benjamin Okafor, Father-in-law to Bishop Oparaojiaku

. Late Dr. Peter Ogbusu, St. Barnabas Church, Umudi, Ikeduru

Late Sir Amanze Oparaugo, Christ Church, Owerri

. Late Ven. Dr. Erasmus Obilo, Holy Trinity Church, Obolo

Late Mrs. Emmamezie, wife of Bishop Emmamezie, Western Izon Diocese

Late Mrs. Irene Leticia Ihejieto, Mother of Rev. Canon Christopher Ihejieto

Late Mrs. Irene Onunwa, Mother of Prof. Onunwa, Rector Trinity Theological College Umuahia
Late Engr. Polycap Mbajunwa, Emmanuel Church, Avu

. Late Mr Jeremiah Chukwuma, Ebenezer Church, Ekwereazu

. Late Lady Jemaimah Maduneme, Mother-in-law to Ven. Simeon Duruji
. Late Ezinne Glad Adubasim, Emmanuel Church, Dunukofia

. Late Dr. Jeremiah Mgbahuru, Catholic Church, Amankuta Mbieri

. Late Engr. Sir Vincent Ogbonna, Emmanuel Church, Avu

. Late Lady Eunice Okororie, St. Augustine Church, Amaukwu Orodo

. Late Mr. Christopher Ajuru, St. Andrew’s Church, Alaenyi Ogwa

. Late Mr. Oleribe, All Saints Church, Abazu Ogwa

. Late Ezinne Cordelia Nwaoprara, Amankuta Mbieri

. Late Mrs. Cordelia Anyanwu, All Saints Church, Umuguma

Late Mrs. Margaret Obi, St. Mark’s Church, Umudurudom, Umunoha

. Late Mrs. Agnes Nwaneri, St. Michael’s Church, Obinze

Late Gladys Oiageri Abara, Uzoagba Ikeduru

. Late Mrs. Eunice Nwaobia, Mother of Bishop Nwaobia, Bishop of Isiala-Ngwa South diocese.

Late Elder Sabastine Nnoromele, Ndegwu
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35. Late Pa. Stephen Ashama, Father of Rev. Canon Timothy Ashama

36. Late Mr. Ikpebirinu Anyiam, Father of Lady Dorothy Nwachukwu, Bishop’s Office

37. Late Ezinne Catherine Ikpebirinu Anyiam, Mother of Lady Dorothy Nwachukwu, (Bishop’s
Office)

38. Late Eziada Janet Sam Iheanacho, Ebenezer Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa

39. Late Ezinna L/R Obed Igbokwe, Father of Rev. Canon Timothy Igbokwe.

40. Late Mrs Catherine Chima, Ebenezer Church, Ogwa.

NEWS FROM OWERRI ECCLESIASTICAL PROVINCE

Within the period under review, the Province of Owerri held two Episcopal/Council Meetings
on Thursday 30"- Fri. 31 January, 2019 at Diocese of SS Peter and John Cathedral Orlu and
Wed. 18" — Thurs 19" September, 2019 at the Cathedral Church of the Transfiguration of our
Lord (CATOL), Owerri. We thank God for the success of the meetings.

Episcopal Retirement

The Archbishop Emeritus and Bishop of Orlu, Rt. Rev. Dr. Benett C. 1. Okoro will be retiring
in November 2019. Also, a new Bishop Rt. Rev. Benjamin Okeke has been elected and
consecrated for the See of Orlu on Tuesday 24™ September, 2019. His enthronement will be on
the 24" November, 2019. We congratulate him and his wife and pray for God’s abundant
grace for the task ahead.

NEWS FROM JOINT COUNCIL EAST OF THE NIGER

The Joint Provincial Episcopal Synod and Council East of the Niger met at the Goshen
Anglican Retreat Centre, Owerri from 7" to 8" May, 2019. This meeting was earlier scheduled
for Port-Harcourt but could not hold in Port-Harcourt due to security reasons. On 15% July,
2019, the Primate of All Nigeria, The Most Rev’d Nicholas D. Okoh dedicated 100 Room
Hostel Block built with Superannuation fund at Aluu, Port-Harcourt.

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OF NIGERIA, ANGLICAN COMMUNION

St. Matthias Day and Advent Collection

This collection is made annually and remitted to Church of Nigeria office, Abuja in support of
the Missionary Dioceses in Church of Nigeria and other dioceses that are facing persecutions
especially in the Northern Nigeria. Our Diocese by God’s grace has paid.

Church of Nigeria National Secretariat

The Church of Nigeria, Anglican Communion on the 24" April, 2019 dedicated to the glory of
God her Ultra-modern Secretariat Complex in Abuja. We together with all Bishops in Church
of Nigeria were present at the occasion. We thank God for our visionary Primate for that
edifice.

GAFCON

Is a global movement known as Global Anglican Future Conference. It is purely for the Bible
believing Anglicans. The Theme of the last meeting was “Proclaiming Christ Faithfully to the
Nations”. It was held between 17® — 22" June, 2018 at Jerusalem. The Most Rev. Folly Beach of
Anglican Church in North America is the current Chairman. He took over from our Primate, the Most
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Rev. Nicholas Okoh. Most Rev. Benjamin Kwashi and Rt. Rev. Henry Okeke are the current General
Secretary and Assistant General Secretary — GAFCON West Africa. A total of 1,950 delegates
attended from 50 countries. As a Diocese, we congratulate them and will continue to pray for them.

DIVCON

DIVCON, an acronym for Divine Commonwealth Conference is an annual Spiritual
Conference of Church of Nigeria, Anglican Communion. We are encouraging so many of us
to attend as it is spiritually enriching. This year’s Conference holds from 11" — 16" November,
2019 at National Christian Centre Abuja.

Bishops” Annual Retreat

The Bishops of the Church of Nigeria had their Annual Retreat at Ibru Ecumenical Centre,
Agbarha-Otor, Delta State from 7" — 11" January, 2019 with the theme “The Integrity of the
Church of Nigeria: Today and Tomorrow”. We thank God for the spiritual guidance of our
Primate and ask that you continue to pray for us as we lead the people of God.

Nicholas Okoh Foundation:

On 18™ July, 2019 this foundation was launched with public presentation of the Book entitled,
“Not by Might Nor by Power” written by His Grace, The Most Rev. Nicholas D. Okoh and
Many dignitaries graced the occasion and gave their supports towards the foundation. We
continue to thank God for our Primate and pray that God will sustain him and his vision for the
church and humanity.

Elections, Consecrations & Retirement of Bishops:
The following Episcopal events took place:

a. Elections and Consecration of Bishops

1. Rt Rev. Chukwuma C. Oparah, PhD, JP - Diocese of Owerri

ii. Rt Rev. Jezreel Vande - Diocese of Zaki biam

iii. Rt Rev Godfrey Ikpenisi - Diocese of Ika

v. Rt. Rev. Joshhua S. Oyinlola - Bishop of Irele Ese Odo

V. Rt. Rev. Oluwaseun A. Aderogba - Bishop of Jebba

Vi. Rt. Rev. Ebenezer A. Okuyelu - Bishop of Osun North East

vii.  Rt. Rev. Festus S. Sobanke - Bishop of Omu-Aran

viii.  Rt. Rev. Christian O. Onyia - Bishop of Nike

1X. Rt. Rev. Olukayode A. Adebogun - Suffragan Bishop ADOTT, Region 1
X. Rt. Rev. Martyn C. Anabogu - Suffragan Bishop ADOTT, Region 2
xi.  Rt. Rev. Augustine A. Unuigbe - Suffragan Bishop ADOTT, Region 3
xii.  Rt. Rev. Ndubuisi Obi - Bishop of Nnewi

xiii. Rt. Rev. Seyi Pirisilo - Bishop On the Coast

xiv. Rt. Rev. Olugbega Babatunji - Bishop of Osun

xv. Rt. Rev. Foluso Taiwo - Bishop of Oke-Osun

xvi. Rt. Rev. Benjamin Okeke - Bishop of Orlu

xvii. Rt. Rev. Geoffrey Ibeabuchi - Bishop of Umuahia

b. Translations

1. Rt. Rev. Sunday Adewole - Diocese of Kwara
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1. Rt. Rev. Jacob Bada - Diocese of Akoko

c. New/Re-Elected Archbishops

1. Most Rev. Israel Amoo - Province of Kwara
ii.  Most Rev. Emmanuel O. Chukwuma - Province of Enugu (Re-Elected)
iii. Most Rev. Daniel Yisa - Province of Lokoja
iv. Most Rev. Alexander Ibezim - Province of the Niger
d. Retirement
i.  Most Rev Ignatius Kattey - Diocese of Niger Delta North
ii. Rt Rev Cyril C. Okorocha, PhD - Diocese of Owerri

iii. Rt. Rev. Peter I. Onekpe Diocese of Ika
iv. Most Rev. Olusegun Adeyemi Diocese/Province of Kwara
v. Rt. Rev. Evans J. Ibeagha Diocese of Nike

vi. Rt. Rev. Philip Adeyemo - Diocese of Omu Aran

We wish these fathers in God fruitful Episcopacy and healthy retirement life respectively.

THE NATION

We live in a Nation where the populace are getting frustrated day by day with the view that
there is no hope for tomorrow. This can be seen by the rate at which our people especially the
youths and young graduates are leaving the country for other countries. Nigerians are scattered
all over the countries of the world, yet they are not welcomed. Well, who knows! The recent
xenophobia attack in South Africa is an evident of an unwholesome attitude and sign of
unwelcome. In any case, we know Nigerians contributed greatly in the fight against apartheid
in South Africa.

Besides, insecurity, insurgencies and other social vices are on the increase in Nigeria
metamorphosing from one form of evil to the other — Fulani Herdsmen, Boko Haram,
Kidnapping, Killings/bloodshed, Prostitution, Suicide and the likes. In Nigeria, one could not
comfortably sleep with two eyes closed. But we know God will help us. Nigeria is rated as the
62" out of 64" corrupt nations in the world. We call on our people to have a re-think and
change of attitude.

We appeal to our government to rise to her responsibilities of safeguarding lives and properties
of her citizenry. We also call on the Federal Government to shun anything or policies which is
not to the complete interest of her citizenry. The Government should remember that Nigeria is
a multi-national (multi-ethnic) group and should shun anything which could cause the
disintegration of the country. We use this medium to appeal to the government that suspension
of RUGA (Rural Greasing Reserved Area) implementation is not enough but recommend
outright cancellation and expunging of the likes. We commend the South East Governors
who have declared that they do not have land for RUGA or any land for Fulani Colonization.

We also implore the government to provide/create job opportunities for the citizenry especially
the youths in order to cut-down/eradicate all these social vices in the land.
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We also advise our youths and the entire populace that making money is not a do or die affair.
God will bless you in due time, only what you need is to depend on God and don’t despise the
little beginning.

Nigeria as a nation is blessed with so many natural resources, our Government should harness
these resources and use them to develop the country — so that our people will find succour in
this nation. This Nation can flow again with milk and honey if our government will do the
needful. May God bless our country. Amen.

THE STATE - IMO

We want to once again congratulate our own, the Executive Governor of Imo State, Rt. Hon.
Emeka Thedioha, CON, KSC for his election as the Executive Governor of Imo State. We
equally want to advise those who lost in the election to know that this is a race of many, but
only one must emerge a winner. We enjoin all other parties and aspirants to allow the sleeping
dog to rest and accept the INEC’s mandate. We encourage them to come together as a people
of Imo State and help His Excellency to succeed by giving him useful advice and support.

We equally congratulate you on your 100 days in office as governor of Imo State and what
God has used you to do so far. We want to encourage you to move by faith and not by sight.
You may have met many confronting challenges and problems in the State, but we want to
advise that you look beyond the challenges. Like the ten spies that went to spy the Canaan land
in Number 13, they could only see the giants (challenges) in the land; but could not see that in
that same land were milk and honey, which the two spies (Caleb and Joshua) saw. So, we
encourage you to see beyond the giants and see the milk and honey in Imo State for God to use
you to lead Imolites to the promise land.

May God of grace, who you serve, give you the grace to accomplish His will for His people
and your people in Jesus name, Amen.

SYNOD THEME

YOU ARE IMPORTANT: DIVINE RECOGNITION FOR EFFECTIVE CHURCH GROWTH
AND EXPANSION (MARK 16:15)

INTRODUCTION

God created man in His own image, different from other creatures (Gen. 1:28). God blessed them and
said to them “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the
sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground”. God
demonstrated the importance of man by this singular act. Also after the fall of man, God decided to
come in form of human nature through the virgin Mary, to salvage man. The birth of Jesus Christ, the
Saviour of the world is an act of the love of God towards man and shows how important man is to God
through which mankind was redeemed by God.

God has deposited in man gifts/talents to be used effectively in services of God and humanity (1 Cor
12: 1-11, Eph. 4: 11- 13). As one body with many parts, no part is indispensable, therefore we are all
important in the service of God to ensure growth and expansion of God’s kingdom (1 Cor 12:12-27).
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EXEGESIS (Mark 16:15-18)

15. And He said to them, “Go into all the world” and preach the gospel to
every creature.

16. He who believes and is baptised will be saved. “But he who does not
believe will be condemned.

17. And these “signs will follow those who believe. “In My name they will
cast out demons. “They will speak with new languages.

18. They will take up serpents with their hands, And if they drink any deadly
thing, it will not hurt them. “They will lay hands on the sick and they will
recover”.

In Mark 16:14-20 Jesus made a very significant promise to the apostles and early Church.
Unfortunately, these verses that include this promise are often misunderstood. In Mark 16:14-20 Jesus
does not define how the miraculous signs about which He talked would be carried out by those who
believed. He simply says that “those who believe” would do wonderful things. It is probable that the
event of the statements of verses 15-18 took place at a different time and occasion than the events and
statements of Matthew 28:16-20 and Luke 24:44-49. There is no reason to assume that these are all
parallel accounts of the same appearance of Jesus before His ascension. After all, Jesus appeared to the
disciples over a period of forty days after his resurrection and before the ascension (Acts 1:3).

It is necessary to understand Mark 16:14-20 by first understanding that four different meetings or
events are mentioned in the context of these verses. These events or meetings took place at different
times after Jesus’ resurrection and when the disciples went forth to preach. It is important to
understand the chronology of these verses in order to understand the application of the statement of
Jesus.

Verse 14 is an appearance to the eleven apostles immediately after the resurrection. As an original
author, Mark here uses indirect discourse. Indirect discourse is identified by the use of third person
pronouns. Emphasis is on the one or ones who are being discussed. These are the words of Mark who
records this historical narrative of what Jesus said and did in relation to the apostles. The antecedent
of the pronouns of the indirect discourse of Mark’s narrative of these last verses is established here.
The pronouns of the indirect discourses, therefore, must refer back to the eleven apostles of verse 14.
The events in this verse took place sometime before the speech of verses 15-18. There is no reason to
connect the rebuking by Jesus in this verse with the speech that Mark records in verses 15-18.

15, 16 Beginning with the word “go” in verse 15, and extending through the end of verse 18, Mark
records the direct discourse of Jesus. Mark is recording what Jesus actually said on possibly in
another occasion than the occasion of verse 14. These concluding statements in the early presence of
Jesus that are included here are Mark’s concluding narrative of the ministry of Jesus.

Go into all the world: Jesus now makes it clear to the disciples that the gospel is for all the world,
not just the Jew (Jn 10:16). They must go to every village, town and city in the world (Mt. 28:19, 20).
No community must be left untouched by the proclamation of the gospel.

Preach the gospel to every creature: This one statement designates what is to be done (preach), what
is to be preached (the gospel - the good news), and to whom the preaching must go (every creature).
The gospel is the good news of Jesus’ death for our sins and resurrection for our hope (1 Cor 15:1-4).
This is what must be preached to all the world. The gospel must be preached to every man because
every man is a sinner (Rm 3:9,10).
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He who believed: Those who believe will respond to God’s grace through the cross by water of
baptism for the remission of their sins (Act 2:38; Rm 6:3-6). Those who do not believe will not
respond by obedience to the gospel. One’s believe, therefore, must move him to obedience (Heb 11:6;
Js 2:14-26).

Will be saved: Jesus makes it very clear that salvation comes as a result of faith in Jesus and one’s
response to God’s grace that was revealed on the cross (Tit 2:11). If one does not respond to the gospel
of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, there is no hope of salvation (Jn 3:3-5; At 2:38” 22:16; 1
Pet. 3:21). For salvation is found in no other expect only in Jesus Christ (Act 4 12).

He who does not believe: It is useless to talk about obedience to the gospel when one does not believe.
Obedience to the gospel is a response to what God has done for all men through Jesus. But if one does
not believe in the sacrificial offering of Jesus on the cross, then he will not obey the gospel and such a
person is condemned already (Jn 3:18, Jn 18: 18, Mk 16:16).

16,17,18 Those who believe: The group of “those who believe” of the worldwide call through the
preaching of the gospel in verse 17 finds its antecedent in “he who believes” of verse 16. All those
who believe and are baptised form the group of “those who believe”. Reference in these verses is to
the group of Christians in general, not the apostles of verse 14. These Christians would work miracles.
From this we would not affirm that every one of this Christian group would work signs. The passage
simply says that the sign would follow the group of “those who believe”. The fulfillment of the
promise in the book of Acts interprets what is here meant. Not everyone in the church — the group of
those who believed — worked miracles. Only those on whom the apostles had laid their hands were
empowered to work miracles (Acts 8:18; Rm 1:11). Therefore, the interpretation here is that the group
worked miracles by the representation of those who could, by the laying on of the apostles’ hands
command miracles to occur.

Signs: The miraculous signs would be for the confirmation of the message and messengers (Jn. 3:2;
Act 15:12; Rm 15:19; 2 Cor 12:12; Heb 2:3, 4).

Speak with new languages: They would speak languages of men that they had never before studied.
This promise was in the context of the great commission to evangelise the world. Therefore, the gift
of languages was for the purpose of evangelisation. They would not have to spend many months in
learning a new language in order to preach the gospel to a particular cultural group (Act 2:2-11; 10:46;
19:6; 1 Cor. 12:10). The apostle spoke in different languages on the day of Pentecost taught by the
Holy Spirit (Act 2: 1 —12).

Take up serpents: (Acts 28:5). If they drink any deadly things: The test says “if”; in other words,
if the disciples’ enemies seek to kill them, they will not die from such murder plots. Neither would the
disciple intentionally take up serpents or drink that which is deadly. The promise that is given here is
in reference to their protection not in reference to the disciples proving their faith. They have internal
protection from God.

Lay hands on the sick: God will perform miracles through the believers as in the apostles of the old
(Acts 3:6-8; 5:12-16; 9:40; 20:10-12); but not magic like Simon the Sorcerer (Act 8: 9 - 23) as it is
seen in the contemporary false/fake minsters and prophets or the so called “ men of God” (Mt 7:15-20,
Phil 3:19, Rev 24:23-24, 2 Pet 2 :1-3).

However, in Mark’s record of Jesus’ statement in verse 15-18, the pronoun “them” would refer to
people other than the apostles. Reference is to those who believe and obey the gospel. Therefore, not
only would the apostles do miraculous works, “those who believe” would do the same. “Those who
believe” in verse 17 will work miracles. This is certainly a reference to the promise of Joel 2:28 (Acts
2:16,17). This statement of Jesus also has in view Acts. 2:38, 39. It is also a promise that the working
of miraculous signs would go beyond the apostles themselves. This is what Joel prophesied. Jesus
does not explain how the believers would receive the authority to work signs. He does not explain in
these verses when they would receive this authority. He simply states that signs would follow them as
a group, the church, as a result of their believe and obedience to the gospel through Christ Jesus.
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It is also significant to notice that Jesus is here promising that those who believe would ordinarily
receive the privilege to work signs. Their reception of this privilege is assumed in the text. He does
not specify that only the special group of Christ-sent apostles would be given the privilege to work
signs. In fact, the nature of the promise of Joel 2:28 that: all flesh” would receive the “good things” of
the Spirit is in contrast to a select group receiving the Spirit as in the Old Testament period. He does
not say that there would be restrictions or qualifications for them to receive the Spirit other than
“believing” and “obeying” the gospel. He simply states that all those who believe and are baptised
would receive the privilege of working signs.

Another important point to remember is that the receiving of the privilege to work miraculous signs
was not given to those who refused to believe and obey. It was for those who had already believed and
obey by baptism in Christ through the Holy Spirit. In other words, the working of signs was not a
condition for salvation, neither was it a signal of salvation. It was a blessing for the purpose of
confirming the preached word of God before unbelievers, as well as for the edification of the church
through the gift of prophecy. Those who went forth had already believed and obeyed the gospel by
baptism. Those who have not believed and obeyed the gospel, therefore, have no promise of a
reception of the Holy Spirit in any manner or through any means. There is no teaching in the entire
New Testament that affirms that the giving of the Holy Spirit in any manner was for the purpose of
saving individuals (Act 10:11).

Consider also that Jesus did not state that the signs would necessarily follow every believer. He
indicated that the signs would follow the believers as a group. “Those who believe” indicates that the
corporate body of believers (the church) would be followed by the signs wherever they were or went.
Not everyone of the group of believers would be able to work the signs. However, there would be
those in every group of believers who could. The signs would follow the believers as long as they
were a part of the family of God.

After the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Christ-sent apostles in Acts 2, the apostles then went
forth to preach the gospel everywhere with boldness and power starting from Jerusalem and making
disciples who in turn make disciples and the gospel continue to spread. This by implication means
that the gospel when received should be pass down unto others by so doing the gospel will move from
generation to generation through disciples who make disciples to every part of the world.

DIVINE RECOGNITION

Basically, Divine means relating to, coming from, or like God. In our context, Divine is the
Supernatural Being- The God Almighty. Recognition is an agreement that something is true or legal.
It can also be referred to as the identification of someone or something or person from previous
encounters or knowledge. Recognition also means acknowledgement of the existence, validity, or
legality of something. Divine Recognition therefore is the identification of the existence, validity or
legality of something by God Almighty.

When God rejected Saul the king of Israel, God told Samuel to go to the family of Jesse, where he will
anoint a king for the Israelites from one of the children. Truly, Samuel got there but what pleases man
does not please God most times. Though David was not at home when Samuel came for the anointing,
but where he was, he was divinely recognised by God. That is why none was approved by God until
David was identified. May God remember and identify you for good in Jesus name, Amen.

In life, the best and most transformative recognition one can receive is from God. Whoever God
recognizes, bye and large earth must do the same. In Acts 10:1-4, while God was still working on the
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Jews as touching redemption, God recognized Cornelius who was a gentile. Heaven recorded that the
acts of Cornelius was known by God as well as what he lacked, so God finds a special way to reward
him. Cornelius and his household were singled out for salvation, and surprisingly baptised by God, so
that they became a special breed of God’s children, because they are important to God.

God is continuously looking throughout the earth to see anyone He would recognise. Whenever He
finds someone, He concentrates on the fellow, and such life will never remain the same. The
Adulterous woman (Jn 8:1-11), the blind man called Bartimaeus (Mk 10 45ff), the tax collector (Lk
18: 9-14), Zacchaeus (Lk 19: 1-9), the Prodigal son ( Lk 15: 11-31). It is worthy to note that even a
sinner is important to God because it is not His wish that any should perish but come to everlasting life
that is in Christ Jesus (Rm 3:23, Gen 18:17 - 33).

Remember, the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost (Lk 19:10). The above passages
are also illustrations of Divine recognition as Christ recognizes the importance of each one of them to
God regarding their souls. God can use everybody if you make yourself available for His use, even
Mary Magdalene followed Jesus even unto His death (Mt 27: 56-61, Jn 20: 18ff). The Samaritan
woman (Jn 4: 7ff) could proclaim Christ to others after her encounter with Christ.

CHURCH GROWTH

Church growth has become something of great importance in religious promotional materials. In the
minds of many people, church growth is synonymous with evangelism or corporate renewal and
revival. Church growth is viewed in the line of evangelism and reaching out to the lost world and the
needy.

There are some definitions that subscribed to church growth. In the words of Eddie Gibbs (1995),
Church Growth is that science which investigates the nature, function and health of the Christian
Church as it relates specifically to the effective implementation of God’s commission to make
disciples of all nations. This is what is termed Great Commission. This definition clarifies that Church
growth does not represent a total theology of mission, but has a specific focus on the making of
disciples and their incorporation into local churches. This according to Donald McGavran, church
growth principle is a universal truth which when properly interpreted and applied, contributes
significantly to the growth of churches and denominations.

Church Growth is the fundamental interest of the mission of the Church. There are five marks of
church growth, which include:

1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom.

To teach, baptise and nurture new believers.

To respond to human need by loving service.

To seek to transform unjust structures of society.

To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, sustain and renew the life of the earth.

il

The theology of Church Growth is grounded in looking at the scriptures for principles that can be
implicated in any context if proper cultural exegesis is done. For the Church to grow, the Bible is the
best handbook for growing the Church. According to McGraven, Church growth is based on ethno-
theology. Ethno-theology is a theology based on context rather than a systematic look at the scriptures.

In line with this thought of McGraven, many missionaries were doing acts of mercy, but doing very
little preaching. McGraven was concerned that people were missing on the central purpose of mission
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saying “A Chief and irreplaceable purpose of mission growth is premised on the saying of Jesus Christ
where He said “I will build my Church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it” (Matthew 16:18).
To this, Paul confirmed it that, the Church has its foundation in Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11).
Jesus Christ is also the head of the Church (Ephesians 1:18-23) and the Church’s life (John 10:10).
Considering this, church growth is a relative term.

Church growth can be seen in two different perspectives: Spiritual and Physical growth.

Spiritual Growth:

A church can be alive and growing even though the number of members (attendees) are not changing.
If the members are growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus, submitting to His will for
their lives, both individually and corporately, that is, a church that is experiencing growth (Spiritual
Growth). In the same vein, a church can be adding to its rolls weekly, have huge numbers and still be
spiritually stagnant (physical growth).

Physical growth: Can physical growth be measured? People can measure physical growth by what is
seen such as numerical strength of the church, physical structures and infrastructures, hug investments,
etc. done by a church. A church that is growing only in physical (flesh) is symbolized by the
following:

There are so many members (people) in the church, yet they have not known /heard the gospel; they
have known their pastor(s) alone but they have not known Jesus Christ; they are the people the Bible
referred to as a clanging cymbal or resounding gong (1 Cor 13:1). They are like the ten spies that went
to spy the land of Canaan in Numbers 13 and only what they could see are giants, but could not see the
milk and honey in the land. They are the Tobias and Sambalat who could not be of any encouragement
to the gathering of God’s people but causing disagreement and quarrels. They are the Balaam who was
forcing the Donkey so that he could go and speak what his mind (self) is pushing him to do, and not
what God has sent him to say (Num 22). They are the Ananias and Sapphira (Act 5: 1- 10) who could
not speak the truth to the follow members in the body of Christ, the church.

Worthy of note is that a Church cannot grow physically only or only spiritually. An effective growing
church must have a balance between physical growth as well as spiritual growth. It must grow both
spiritually and physically. That is a church must be physically and spiritually balance. A church must
be led by the “head of the church” - Jesus Christ. A church must be spiritually filled and led; and
physically growing in God’s grace ( Act 2: 40 - 47, Act4 : 31- 37).

A spiritually and physically growing church does not depend in the physical strength. They wind blew
and waves roll and they remain faithful to God through Holy Spirit’s leading and guidance. They
were sons of encouragement- the Barnabas (Act 4:36) of our time. They preach Christ and live out the
life of Christ in them (the father of the Prodigal son for instance). They were the representation of the
two (Caleb and Joshua) out of the twelve spies that went to spy the land of Canaan which did not see
the giants (challenges) rather saw the milk and honey in the land (Num13). The spiritually and
physically growing Church must preach Christ and present Christ to the people and not themselves.
They know that Christ is the way, the truth and the life not them. They run the race with perseverance.
They are like the Church in Macedonia (1 Cor 8: 1ff) and the Church in Antioch (Acts 11: 19 - 26).
They made true converts and disciple them for the Lord and not for themselves.

Growth of any kind follows a typical pattern. As with a growing organism, the local church has those
who plant the seed (Evangelists), those who water the seed (Pastors/Teachers) and others who use
their spiritual gifts (encouragers) for the growth of the people in the local church.

Worthy to note, is the fact that, it is God who gives the increase (1 Corinthians 3:7). Those who plant
and those who water will each receive their reward according to their labour (1 Cor 3:8). In line with
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individual importance and role to the church growth, a balance between planting and watering for a
local church to grow must be made, this implies that, in a healthy church, each person must know what
his/her spiritual gift is, so that he/she can function best within the body of Christ.

If the planting and watering gets out of balance, the church will not prosper as God intended (1 Cor 3:
1-9). As a result of that, there is need to have daily dependence upon God and obedience to the Holy
Spirit so that His power can be released to those who plant and water in order for God’s increase to
come. Describing a lively and growing church, this can be found in Acts 2:42-47 where the believers
“devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching and to prayer”. They were serving one another and
reaching out to those who needed to know the Lord, for the Lord “added to their number daily those
who were being saved”. In the light of these, the church will experience spiritual growth, as well as
numerical increase or physical growth, and that is a church which is effective producing result as it is
intended of the owner of the Church — Our Lord Jesus Christ. We must note that before the
manifestation of the physical growth of a church, the spiritual growth must have taken place because
the spiritual controls the physical. It is the Holy Spirit that enables.

CHURCH GROWTH AND THE GREAT COMMISSION

Church Growth is a direct connects to the Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20 where Jesus said
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the father and of the
son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I
am with you always, to the very end of the age”. Great Commission as a premise for church growth
indicates that Jesus Christ is the source and standard governing and driving church growth. The word
“Therefore” demands that the injunction in verse 18 of Matthew 28 should be included as part of the
Great Commission. Then Jesus came to them and said “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me”

Jesus, the Head of the Church, is the one commissioning people to go and make disciples, so we must
get our motivation and direction from Him. In Mark 16:15; Jesus said to his disciples “Go into all the
world and preach the gospel to all creation” (NIV). This is the Scriptural focus of this piece as the
Great Commission is a mandate for church growth. It is a command that must be strictly adhered to
and accomplished to the later by all believers in Jesus Christ; the underlying command is “Go” for
church to grow, we all are expected to reach out to the world by preaching the undiluted gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ, bringing all men to the knowledge of God and His Kingdom. Great Commission
(Church Growth) emphasises on moving to or to go to where people are situated (reach out); with this,
we “Go” into the world and preach the gospel to all creation and to make disciples of all nations. This
makes one to become one and indissoluble part of a lively local church. How good it is when the
church grows as a result of true conversion to Jesus Christ. Church Growth and Great Commission are
aimed at “making disciples”, one of the reasons for church growth is not only to increase attendance or
to become a mega-church, the primary focus must be on making disciples who love the Lord with all
their heart, not minding who they are (status) and also extend same love to other brethren, for it is a
privilege to be in God’s kingdom. Church Growth should impact lives, that is all spheres of human
being “making disciples of all nations”, we are expected to impact the lives of those in our
neighbourhood, our city and all around us not giving cognizance to social status, wealth or academic
achievements.

We want to see the unbelievers come through our doors, that is, our individual and collective efforts in

converting the supposed lost sheep and bringing them back to the Christian fold and the undying love
of Jesus Christ as Jesus stated that the Son of Man came to seek and save what was lost (Lk 19:10).
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A growing Church must be pro-active, pseudo-active (moving and not stopping), it should be a
sending church (missioner) and possess unrelenting concern to the church, that is why Jesus said “But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Act 1:8) NIV. Such church must possess
the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal 5: 22, Col 3: 12- 17, 1 Cor 13).

FACTORS THAT PROMOTES CHURCH GROWTH
Gary L. MclIntosh posited that the following factors can aid church growth:

a.

Spiritual Dynamics: The spiritual dynamics required in church growth are bold faith, biblical
commitment, Christ centeredness, passionate spirituality, regenerated membership, loving
relationship, personal prayer, corporate intercession (prayer), Holy Spirit empowerment,
emphasis on spiritual discipline and obedient life style in conformity with Christ’s life style.

Effective Evangelism: This aspect is tied to spiritual dynamics, as a church it is duty bound to
reach new people for Christ in order to grow. Effective evangelism include; life style approach,
concern for people’s need, desire for conversion and growth, focus on families and their needs
both physically and spiritually, concern for discipling and raising new disciples, outward focus
and disposition, interest in Church multiplication and evangelism training.

Strategic Planning: This has to do with planning and setting of goals. Growing churches must
aim at measuring that which will aid improvement. They are to make bold plans and then
measure their results. Strategic planning includes, the use of appropriate strategy, multiplying
church families/groups, church planting and nurturing, financial base, functional facilities,
prompt and adequate decision making, analysing church activities (programmes), evaluating
church programme outcomes, taking appropriate risks, set the required direction and objectives
(road map), establish vision and mission, rightly discern the church and community and
monitor the results.

Excellent Leadership: The leadership of a church is the navigating point of the growing
Church. It is worthy of note that everything rises and falls on leadership, excellent leadership
requires commitment to growth, effective use of authority, willingness to let others lead,
expectation of growth, proper handling of obstacles and conflicting issues, values, continual
learning and intellectual upgrading, motivation and reinforcement, trustworthiness on the part
of the supporting pastors, understanding and application of various growth principles.

Productive Assimilation: A growing Church is expected to keep more people than to lose
them. The church is to help new comers identify and use their spiritual gifts, develop the sense
of mentoring relationships, use small group to a large extent and yield the required group to a
large extent and yield the required result and build a people flow strategy.

Inspiring Worship: This also contributes greatly to what is required for church growth. This
include everything that makes corporate worship dynamic such as preaching, music,
atmosphere of worship, hymn, prayer and appropriate liturgy etc.

For inspiring worship to be accomplished, the following are required: pastor’s love for the
people, biblical preaching, passionate communication, authentic leadership, spiritually alive,
contextually appropriate messages and team work.

CHURCH/ KINGDOM EXPANSION
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The parables of the mustard seed and the leaven show the external expansion, and the internal
influence of God’s kingdom. Although the kingdom began very small and obscure and inconspicuous,
it will have a glorious ending, spreading throughout the world, and influencing peoples from every
quarter of the globe.

The major theme that dominated Jesus’ preaching was His kingdom (Lk 1:32-33; 4: 43; 6:20; 9: 11, 27,
60; 11:20; 12:31-32).

In all these passages, we learn two important things about the kingdom of God. First, it was the
primary theme of Jesus and the disciples’ preaching. Second, it was an inestimable privilege to be in
God’s kingdom. His disciples were blessed if they were in the kingdom. The one who was least in the
kingdom was greater than John the Baptist. God had granted them the blessing of knowing the
mysteries of the kingdom.

Now, with Jesus putting so much emphasis on the kingdom, the twelve disciples must have been very
confused. They were expecting the kingdom to come with a lot of pomp and fanfare. They were
expecting the king to exercise great military might and political authority, and rule over the gentile
nations with a rod of iron. But where was the palace? Where was the throne? Where was the money?
Where was the crowd of kingdom citizens? Where were the armies? For someone who said He was a
king, He’s sure didn’t act like one! He had no money and almost no possessions except for the clothes
on his back. He had only a handful of ragtag followers. There was the twelve, and then the seventy,
that He sent out to preach and to heal. After He died and rose again, there were 120 in the Upper
Room in Jerusalem who waited for the Holy Spirit. On another occasion there were 500 followers that
met together and saw the risen Lord. However, the number 500 is the largest number we ever read of
concerning His disciples. Five hundred disciples are not a lot of manpower to start a revolutionary
kingdom! A king without a palace.

In John 18:33, Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the King of the Jews?” You see, it wasn’t obvious to
anyone that Jesus was a king. He didn’t look like a king, and he didn’t act like a king. Even in His
death, the sign that they put on His cross was intended to show derision and mockery. “Jesus of
Nazareth, the King of the Jews”.

Then finally, when Jesus was crucified, their last hopes were dashed. The disciples ran. They fled. The
One they had hoped in was dead. It seemed like His mission was a colossal disaster. They must have
wondered what kind of a king could Jesus be. He seemed to be powerless, weak, despised, and poor.

Jesus, knowing the doubt and struggle His disciples must have been experiencing, kindly gave them
these two parables to encourage their faith. These parables were his way of telling them not to despise
the day of small beginnings. My kingdom may look like nothing right now, but one day when I return,
it will be glorious!

And so, Jesus gave them two parables to teach slightly different truths concerning the expansion and
influence of His kingdom (Lk 13:18-20): the Parable of the Mustard Seed and the Parable of the
Leaven

The Parable of the Mustard seed sees that the kingdom of God is going to start very small, but
grow into something very large. Just like growing a young church.
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Luke doesn’t mention the size of a mustard seed, but Matthew and Mark tell us it is smaller
than all the seeds. Indeed, the mustard seed was the smallest of all the seeds that an Israelite
farmer would plant in his garden, in fact, the mustard seed was about the size of 3 grains of
salt stuck together. If you put it on your thumb, it would look just a tiny little dot. Yet, that
tiny little seed would grow into the largest plant in the garden. A mustard plant can grow
anywhere from 8 to 12 feet in height (twice the height of a man), and up to 15 feet in diameter.

All of this points to the small, obscure, quiet, almost invisible beginnings of the kingdom.
There were none of the external, visible trappings of an earthly kingdom. Yet, once it was
planted, it would grow steadily, slowly, and powerfully until it became a mighty force in the
world.

“The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed; nor will they say, ‘Look, here
it is! Or, ‘There is it! For behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst.” The Pharisees
assumed the kingdom hadn’t come yet. They asked when it would appear. They didn’t look at
Jesus and his disciples and say, “Oh, there’s the King, and there’s the kingdom!” No, it was
invisible to most! Here Jesus is trying to dispel the false notions about the kingdom!”. The
Pharisees, along with everyone else, just assumed that the kingdom would be ushered in with
great pomp and power and splendor. Jesus tells them it’s not going to be like that. You won’t
be able to look around and see all the usual trappings of glory. In Jesus’ case, there was no
money, no power, no trumpets, no chariots, no swords, no facilities, no pomp, no noting. But
the kingdom was present nonetheless! It was a tiny little seed, hidden underground.

However, in this parable, Jesus teaches that his kingdom is going to grow. It may be slow,
steady growth, but over time it will be seen as a great and mighty kingdom. The tiny little
underground seed turned into the largest garden plant they had any knowledge of. That is
exactly what has happened to Jesus and the kingdom He started. Although nobody could see it
while He walked the earth, you can’t help but notice it now! It is the largest religion on the
face of the planet! There are 2.2 billion adherents of the Christians faith, nearly 1/3 of all
people on the planet! The next largest religion is Islam, with 1.6 billion adherents. Now, we
understand that these numbers include everyone who makes any kind of profession of
Christianity, Anglicans, Roman Catholics and New generation and other churches alike,
regardless of whether they are born again or not. But still, it does show the size and strength of
that mustard plant! It has grown into a huge plant.

Revelation 11:15 describes how this will all culminate. “The kingdom of the world has
become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever”. The
kingdom of Christ is far bigger now than it was when He walked the earth.

Jesus said that the birds of the air will nest in its branches. The birds were not part of the
mustard tree. They didn’t share the root or the life of the plant. However, they benefited from
the plant.  This points to the unbelieving peoples of the world that will benefit from
Christianity, even though they are not God’s covenant people. The peoples of the world will
find protection, security, and blessing from the Christians who live within their countries. This
has taken place. It was Christians who built the hospitals, and the schools and the universities,
and the orphanages and who ministered to the poor in the countries in which they lived. This
shows how important you are as a church and Christian as people will surely benefit from
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God’s people. So, this first parable simply teaches us that Christianity would start out from a
very small and obscure beginning, but would go on to expand extremely until it is a dominant
force in the world (Act 1:8, Mk 16:15-18, Mt 28:19-20). Remember that Jesus Christ was
born in a small and obscure place (the Manger in Bethlehem).

In the second parable - the Parable of the Leaven, Jesus goes on to tell a second parable that
expands on the first one. In that parable, the woman uses 3 pecks of flour. But all of that
bread was made by inserting just a little bit of leaven into it. The leaven would cause the bread
to ferment, and expand, and bubble up, until it had caused the entire flour to rise; eventually,
that little leaven would permeate throughout all of that dough. In the first parable, we see the
external expansion of the kingdom. In this parable, we see the internal influence of the
kingdom.

This leaven is hidden inside the dough. It is invisible. And, that’s how it is with God’s
kingdom in this world. God’s kingdom people are not recognized by the rest of the world.
Jesus’ kingdom is invisible to most people. The kingdom is all over this world, but most
people don’t have eyes to see it. All they see are world things that are immaterial to the
expansion of the Kingdom. They don’t see that person as an heir of the kingdom prepared for
him from the foundation of the world. They don’t understand that he is indwelt by God, and
possesses eternal life. Romans 8:19 says, “For the anxious longing of the creation waits
eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.” The sons of God are not revealed now. They
will be when Christ returns.

The kingdom of God is like leaven. The kingdom is inserted into the world, and it works,
silently, invisibly, and slowly, but over the long haul very effectively. It permeates, and
spreads, and expands, until its influence can be felt all over the world. Now, when the
kingdom first began, it didn’t have much of an influence on the Jewish religious leaders or on
the nation of Israel. But just give it some time. The kingdom influences slowly and steadily.
Overtime, it has a huge influence on the nations and cultures of the world.

While the people of the world don’t see the kingdom, the kingdom is influencing the world.
Believers are influencing people through their lives, their righteousness, their witnesses, and
their service. Quietly and steadily, God’s people are touching lives and changing lives by
representing Him in the world. The kingdom is bubbling up, and expanding, and permeating
this world with its values and message. Leaven is what actually changes the character of the
bread. If you don’t have leaven, what you get will be dry, flat, hard crackers. Leaven changes
it into soft, puffy, delicious bread. The Christ in Christians makes a difference (1 Pet 2:9, Gal
5:22). So, the leaven can be likened to Christ in the life of a believer or the Word of God in
every Christian that transforms. If every believer will simply and accurately represent Christ
where ever he/she goes, this world would be influenced more and more for Christ. The
advancement and influence of the kingdom is hidden, and it works powerfully as each one of
us shows Jesus to others thereby expanding the kingdom of God.
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What makes for effective Church growth and Expansion
For effective church growth and expansion, the church and her members must possess the following:

(1) The fruit of the Holy Spirit ( Gal 5: 22, Col 3:, 1Cor 13).

(2) The church must be under the leading of the Holy Spirit.

3) The church should not depend on the physical strength alone as the arm of the fresh must
surely fail.

4) The church should practice practical Christianity as in Early Church, what they are known
for — Act 4:32, Js 1:27

(5) The church must be careful of what is sown (Mt 13:24-30, 36 — 43).

(6) In obeying the command “Go” ye and make disciples (Mk 16:15). The church must note that
if you are not a disciple of Christ, you cannot make disciples for Christ.

(7) You cannot serve two masters at a time; you must love one and hate the other (Mt 6:24, Lk
16: 13). Remember, Simon the sorcerer, people thought he was a disciple of Christ until
when he had an encounter with Peter and Paul (Act 8 : 9- 19); that was when the people’s
eyes were opened to know he was not preaching Christ; all the while, people followed him
and thought he could give them that salvation/eternal life.

(8) Jesus the Good Shepherd is our example as a church (Jn 10: 11ff). He knows and hears His
Sheep’s voice, they also know Him and He was not a hired hand.

9) Divine Recognition is important especially, when the divine deposits (gifts) have been used
wisely in the church (Mt 25:14-30); the wise servants put the talent in right use and received
commendation from the master; the foolish one dug ground and put his and he was
condemned. (Mt 25:28-30).

(10)  Every member of the church should know that it is only time shall tell - the separation of
weeds from wheat. (Mt 13:24-30, 36 -43) as every work must pass through fire; whichever
one that does not burn off, but withstand the test of time, will be saved.

(11)  There is absolute need for discipleship in the church (Mt 13:18-23)

(12)  We as a church should not despise the day of little beginnings.

(13) Be an exact representative of Christ. We must be worthy ambassador of Christ speaking out
for Christ and standing out for Christ in all circumstances.

YOU ARE IMPORTANT IN EFFECTIVE CHURCH GROWTH AND EXPANSION

God has created every human being with inner ability which makes them unique. This implies that for
God every human being is important regardless of the social status, academic sagacity, intelligent
quotient, wealth and so on; that is why we are called as a Church especially the one aimed at growth to
apply wisdom in all we do towards others and make the best use of the opportunity we have with
others; knowing that they all possess their relative importance. Colossians 4:5 states thus, “Be wise in
the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity” (NIV).

That is why James admonished the believers in James 3:13 “Who is wise and understanding among
you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom”. For
there to be an effective church growth, the believers (church) must exhibit the fact that all men are
important regardless of age and social background; there is need to lead a good life expressed in
humility and encapsulated in wisdom. The Church is blessed with diverse human beings with diverse
potentials inherent in them as recorded in I Corinthians 12:4-11; therefore, these potentials should be
harnessed properly rather than jettisoning and criticising these gifts and the carriers of these gifts.

For the Church to grow, everyone is needed in order to contribute to the church growth; no one should
place greater importance upon a particular gift rather appreciate and accommodate other gifts because
it is the same person (Christ) that gives them all — Ephesians 4:11 “So Christ himself gave some to be
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apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers” (NIV); that is why Paul admonished the Romans
in his letter to the Romans Chapter 12 from verses 6 through 8 saying “We have different gifts,
according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance
with your faith, if it is serving, then serve, if it is teaching, then teach, if it is to encourage, then give
encouragement, if it is giving, then give generously, if it is to lead, do it diligently, if it is to show
mercy, do it cheerfully (NIV); then he went ahead in Romans 12:9-10 saying “Love must be sincere.
Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in love. Honour one another above
yourselves” (NIV).

If these admonitions are properly observed and kept then the discovery will be that other people and
their potentials are important and needed for church growth and continuous fellowship. Since church
growth took its premise from the injunction of the Great Commission; it is important to note that, it is
God’s mandate and intent that His Kingdom on earth be expanded. Therefore, everyone is important in
the achievement of this great task of expanding the kingdom of God. Like one body with many parts,
no one can claim more important than the other as all is indispensable ( 1 Cor 12: 12 -21). For this to
be achieved, there are relative ways we all can contribute to church growth and expansion, which
include:

a. Everybody needs to do their part in inviting friends and family (role-play) to the church.
) Fellowshipping with one another even within your locality.
c. Everybody is expected to do their part by ensuring that people are coming to Church by
developing church’s friendliness which must go beyond initial greetings and welcoming.
d. Everybody is to do their part in growing the church by meeting the challenging needs of the
people (care and hospitality) as it was in the early church in Antioch.
e. Everyone needs to coordinate activities with one another which is achieved by coordinating the

various groups/ministries and gifts, ranging from the Pulpit Preaching, Sunday School
Teaching and Bible Study and classes.

f. Visitation is very important especially among members who are sick, aged or have been absent
from church activities for sometimes.
g. Encouraging team work as the pastors cannot do all the ministry of the Church, God has given

believers spiritual gifts in various ways considering the various abilities in order for the body
of Christ (Church) to be built up.
h. Encouraging lay participation with appropriate monitoring and mentoring

Conclusion

Dear people of God, our Lord Jesus Christ has recognized the importance of each and every one of us
as Christian in the Mission of the Church, and has charged us all in His Great Commission in the
Gospel of Mark 16:15-19 to go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. It is
indeed the desire of God, that through us, the lost world will come to the knowledge of Christ and turn
from their evil ways and be saved. And those who sincerely preach Christ and live out the life of
Christ there are signs that will follow them. Again, for them that honestly believed and are baptized,
shall be saved. God has also assured the believers of His internal security for them that do his work
and his will all the days of their lives.

Therefore, my dear people of God, I enjoin you all to do the work of Him who has called us now that
it is day, because night cometh when no one shall work. Today is an appointed day, peradventure, you
have not known Christ, you are important to Him, Christ came and died for you, come for He will not
cast you away. For them that are already in the race, I urge you all to run according to the rule,
remember that every work must pass through fire.
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I have special and important announcement to make — YOU ARE IMPORTANT!

May our God of grace keep you unto life eternal, Amen.

Thank you for listening.
Your brother, friend and Bishop,

+ Chukwuma Owerri
Synod 2019
Trinity 15.
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