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INTRODUCTION

We thank God Almighty for the privilege of meeting in this Synod of our Diocese.

We witnessed the Coronavirus Pandemic (Covid-19) in this year and thankfully to God
we have survived it. The Pandemic brought virtually everything to a halt, including our
health sector, educational sector and the economy in general. Therefore, we express
our joy to God that we are here.

Last year Synod 2019 our theme was “You Are Important: Divine Recognition for
Effective Church Growth and Expansion” (Mark 16:15); and this year 2020 Synod, we
are looking at the theme “Sacrificial Giving for Accomplishing God’s Mission and
Mandate: Macedonian Example” (2 Cor. 8:1-9). May God use us as good instruments
for accomplishing His mission and mandate in Jesus name, Amen.

APPRECIATION AND WELCOME

Our coming together as God’s people is a demonstration of God’s sacrificial grace upon
us. Our gathering is unto Him. Therefore, we welcome all delegates and appreciate
your presence in this Synod holding from the 15t to 4" October, 2020.

We welcome all our fathers in God — Archbishops and Bishops in God’s Church of
Nigeria (Anglican Communion) especially the Archbishop of Owerri Ecclesiastical
Province, Most Rev. David Onuoha, PhD.

We welcome the President of our Women’s Ministries, Mrs. Chidiebere Chukwuma
Oparah (Mama Owerri) and appreciate her for her usual support, prayer and
encouragement together with our children.

We appreciate and welcome all our respected Priests and Reverend Gentlemen - all
Archdeacons, Administrators, Rector, all Canons and Reverends, we salute you.

We welcome our Legal Officers, Lord Chancellor, Hon. Justice Lady Evelyn Anyadike,
Registrar/Clerk, Sir Chukwuma Ekomaru, SAN; Barr. Osita Nwanjo, Barr. Leslie
Njemanze, Barr. Kelechi Akuruka, Barr. Lady Chioma Emukah, Ph.D and thank them
for always discharging their God’s given duties creditably.

We welcome the Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and former Minister ,
of Transport and also former Minister of Aviation Amb. Dr. Kema Chikwe, the Key Note
Speaker in this synod.

We appreciate the Synod Organising/Management Committee for the work they have
done under the able directives of our Clerical Synod Secretary, Ven. Chike Samuelson
who doubles as the Director, Trinity Theological College Umuahia (Owerri Study Centre).
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All groups in our Diocese we appreciate you. The Knights and Ladies of St. Christopher
ably led by Sir Gab Oduah, the Men’s Ministries — Anglican Christian Fathers Fellowship
(ACFF), All Anglican Men’s Association (AAMA) and the Diocesan Lay Coordinator, Sir
Baldwin Onozie, Women Ministries, EFAC, AYF, ACM etc. You are all welcome.

We welcome all the Bishop’s Nominees, Synod delegates, invited Guests, the
Media/Press and all the friends of the Diocese. Our special regards and appreciation to
all our office staff, and all other church workers.

We welcome and thank the Synod Contact and Mobilisation Team ably led by Sir Henry
Ogojiaku for work well done.

We acknowledge in a very special way the efforts of the host Church, Holy Trinity
Umuorii Uratta and Uratta Central Administrative Area. We salute all who have
contributed to the success of the hosting of this synod especially the family of Chief &
Lolo John Madu for building this Church building single-handedly. We appreciate all the
faithful that helped in furnishing of this Church building. May God reward you abundantly
in Jesus name, Amen.

Once more we welcome you all in Jesus name, Amen.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF URATTA CENTRAL AREA
What has metamorphosed into what is now known as Uratta Central area started in a
small hut built by the early Christian converts of Umuorii at a dreaded bush called
‘Nwaruanwuu’ (literarily meaning any person that cultivated on the land will die before
harvest season). With this belief, the family that owned it dreaded to farm on it and left it
lie fallow for many years and grow into a thick bush.

The first Umuorii man to embrace the Christian faith was Simon Ebomuche of
Umundumoha, Umuorii, Uratta. He was among the earliest converts by the early
missionaries who arrived Egbu in 1906.

At this period, Simon was staying with his maternal grandmother at Umuayalu Egbu. He
joined his friends in Egbu to attend Church Services and Sunday School classes at Obi
Egbukole. He and his other friends like Odu Maduagwu, James Uwakwe, John Ohale,
Emmanuel Ekeada and Emmanuel Etochie were among the first set of young men to
receive the sacrament of Baptism at CMS Church, Egbu.

Simon usually came home on weekends to visit his parents at Umundumoha, Umuorii
and on one of such occasion he had an encounter with some prison warders who led a



group of prisoners to Umuorii village to forcefully pluck all kinds of fruits and vegetables
they found on their way and also collect fire wood and even tap people palm’s wine.

The villagers usually, watched them in awe. But on that day Simon armed with the little
knowledge of the white man’s language he had learnt in his Sunday school classes at
Egbu challenged the warders by questioning them; “who bring you come here: Go away’.
The effect on the prison warders was unexpected as they quickly turned back and never
came to Umuorii again. The elders of Umuorii were so much impressed by Simon’s
bravery that they summoned him to take them to Archdeacon Dennis at Egbu to request
for the planting of a Church and school in Umuorii in 1910.

Their request was granted and Anamelechi Ekenuyo donated the Nwaruo-anwuu land
for the building of the church and school. The converts gathered at once and built a
small hut which became the first church in Umuorii and neighbourhood. Converts came
from neighbouring towns and villages of Umualum, Umunahu, Uzoagba and Akabo to
attend church service at this new church.

An English Evangelist called Rev. William Payne usually come from Egbu in the
company of people like Amos Ajoku, Fred Egere, Jonathan Njoku to conduct Sunday
Services and teach in the Sunday School classes.

The congregation grew in number and soon the converts from neighbouring
villages/towns started to request for churches to be established in their respective
villages/towns.

The early converts from Umuorii who participated in the clearing of the Nwaruanwuu
bush and building of the hut included Joseph Nnadi, Daniel ahumibe, Jona Chikwendu,
Simeon Ebo, Nathaniel Mbaegbu, Matthias Opara, Amos Mbaoma, Abakporo Nwaiwu,
Paul Nkwopara, Jonathan Anamelechi, Fred Chukwu, Samuel Nnadi, Emmanuel Ejiaku,
Job Uchegbu, |heonuekwu Egbulonu, others were Gabriel Akuta, Madu Ekeji, Ben
Olekaibe Ofurum, George Anam, Thompson Obijuru, Thomas Ekeopara, Peter Ofurum
and Isaac Egekeze. Those from Umualum were |Ihekuna Okoro, Ude Ibeto, Joseph
Ukaga and Others. The converts from Umunahu included Nathaniel Igwe Amako,
Maduaka, Ahumibe, John Nnodi, Job Enwereuzo and others.

The requests for planting of churches at Akabo, Uzoagba and Umunahu were granted
and new churches were planted by the converts in these areas.

The Church at Umunahu (St. Barnabas CMS Church Umunahu 1914 — 24)



The Egbu Mission granted the request by the Chief Ekeopara Alilonu — led delegation
from Umunahu for the establishment of a church at Umunahu in 1914 and the church
was established at “Obi Ekeopara”at Ndokwu Umunahu. The congregation grew in
number and land was donated at Nkporo Nwalanta near Ekemegbuoha. A church and
teacher’'s mud house building were erected. The present site of All Saints Ang. Church
Umunahu.

David Egere, Nathaniel Amako, Daniel Ahumibe engaged themselves in conducting
church services and reading lessons till 1915 when the first church teacher in the person
of Jacob Igwe from Nkweshi Oguta was posted to the church; he was replaced in 1916
by Frederick Okafor also from Nkwesi. The church continued to grow in number till the
coming of the Roman Catholic Mission to Umunahu which reduced the membership of
the Anglican Faithfuls in Umunahu.

St. John’s Church Umuorii /Umunahu

The Church at Umunahu soon faced with the problem of meeting up the payment of
their yearly assessment which led to the withdrawal of their station teacher in 1924. The
CMS at Umunahu — St. Barnabas Church was therefore merge with St. John’s Church
Umuorii in 1925.

Holy Trinity Anglican Church Uratta

In 1970 after the civil war, Anglican faithfuls from Umualum who sojourned in different
parts of Nigeria came back home to settle permanently and the need for a
comprehensive name for the church that would embrace the three villages of Umunahu,
Umuorii and Umualum arose. At the parochial church committee meeting held under the
chairmanship of Late Catechist H.O. Oguike, the all-embracing name, Holy Trinity
Church Uratta, was suggested by Mr. Israel Nnodi was unanimously supported. On 24t
December, 1970, therefore, the Parish Church Council which sat at Christ Church,
Owerri, adopted the new name and the Bishop, Most Rev Dr. B. C. Nwankiti gave his
approval to it thus, St. John’s Church Umuorii/lUmunahu became Holy Trinity Church,
Uratta.

Through the dedication and hard work of the congregation, a befitting church building
was started in 1964 with Late Ogaranya Jude Madu as Chairman of the building
committee. The building was completed and dedicated on 9" April, 1983 by His Lordship,
Rt. Rev. B. C. Nwankiti, the then Bishop of Owerri Diocese.

The Holy Trinity Church Uratta grew from strength to strength and in 1996 there arose a
strong desire in the minds of the congregation to have a parish of their own. Under the
Leadership of Rev. C. |. Anurigwo (now Venerable), an application to that effect was
submitted to the Archdeaconry Board which sat at Christ Church, Owerri through the



Parish standing committee which sat at Emmanuel Church, lhitta Oha, Uratta under the
chairmanship of late Rev. Canon. V. N. Uzoho.

A chapel was therefore, opened at Umunahu at Obi Umunnodi and Ahumibe to satisfy
one of the conditions for the granting of Parish Status with first Church Teacher, Mr
kingsley Anujuo. Rev. C. |. Anurigwo and the church committee worked tirelessly for the
growth of the chapel. However, it was under the late Rev. All Good Anyanwu that the
chapel developed into a full-fledged church in February, 2003. Those who played active
roles in the establishment of the chapel apart from the above mentioned and priest
included late Chief A.O. Nnodi, L/R Mike Anosike (late), L/R Uzoma Anozie, Sir
Christian Ahumibe and others.

That church building later developed structural defects. It was pulled down at great cost
and a new church building foundation was laid during the tenure of Rev. Canon Chris
Mbah Ph.D by one of our illustrious sons Chief John Madu, son of Late Ogaranya Jude
Madu. He started the building new church! Rev. Canon Chris Mbah Ph.D. then invited
our Lord Bishop, Rt. Rev. C.C. Okorocha Ph.D., then Bishop of Owerri Diocese to
consecrate the church hall for church worship.

All Saints Church, Umunahu

On the 16" February, 2003 the Rt. Rev. C.C. Okorocha (Ph.D.) named the church — All
Saints Church, Umunahu and also laid the foundation stone of the church building that
same day. Mr Barnabas Odikanwa (now Rev) was posted to man the church. The
church building had since been completed and dedicated. Construction of befitting
parsonage for the accommodation of the Parish Priest is in progress and is now nearing
completion. On the inauguration, the Rev Canon Kenneth Chikere was inducted as the
first parish priest. He was later replaced by the Rev. Godfrey Iroenyenwa as the vicar.

Uratta Central Area Parish

On the first day of August 2000, the Rt. Rev. Cyril C. Okorocha (Ph.D.) Lord Bishop,
Anglican Diocese of Owerri therefore carved out the two stations of H.T.C. Uratta and All
Saints Umunahu Uratta and was inaugurated as a Parish with the name, Uratta Central
Parish with Headquarters at Holy Trinity Church (H.T.C) Uratta.

St. Michael and All Angles Church, Umuorii,

Again, there arose a desire for the HTC Parish to be upgraded to an Archdeaconry
status, and in the tenure of Rev. Canon Japhet Nwachukwu (Ph.D.) (now Archdeacon),
another chapel was opened at Umuorii on the 19" day of November, 2017. The Rev.
Canon Japhet Nwachukwu midwifed the birth of St. Michael and All Angles Church,
Umuorii, Things happened so fast, and on the 2" December, 2017, the first Parish
service was held in the chapel. He acquired land for the church and started the building



of the area house. He encouraged Chief John Madu in the building of church through
prayers.

On 10" June, 2018, the then Bishop of Owerri Diocese, the Rt. Rev. C.C. Okorocha
(Ph.D.) arrived at the chapel, he not only turned the sod, he also laid the foundation
stone of the church, and named the church, St. Michael and All Angels’ Church, Umuorii
Uratta.

On 12" June, 2018 at CATOL the then Bishop Rt. Rev. C.C. Okorocha (Ph.D.)
pronounced the three churches that made up the parish into an area which he named
Uratta Central area with headquarters at Holy Trinity Church Uratta with Rev. Canon
Evans Chidi Amadi (Ph.D.) as the first Administrator.

The first Priest in the person of Rev Richard Chimaobi Nnawuihe was posted by the Rt.
Rev. C.C. Okorocha (Ph.D.) on 12" June, 2018. Hence after two months the Rev.
Oliver Amajuoyi was posted as the second priest by the Rt Rev. Emmanuel Maduike the
then Supervisory Bishop of Owerri Diocese. Through hard work of Rev Oliver Amajuoyi
and the Vicar the Rev Canon Dr Evans Chidi Amadi, the church building was completed.
7t March, 2020 the Bishop Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Oparah Ph.D, JP, the Lord Bishop
Anglican Diocese of Owerri, during the formal dedication of the church building,
commissioning of borehole, donated by Mr Eric Mbaoma and the laying of the
foundation of the new church parsonage promised to provide materials and labour for
roofing noggin and aluminium cladding of the parsonage. May God bless our Lord
Bishop, in Jesus name, Amen.

The history of Uratta Central Area will not be complete without the mention of Rev
Canon Evans Chidi Amadi, Ph.D, who came, saw and conquered. He was confronted
with an uncompleted church hall, church vicarage, church building, and dilapidated
parsonage. Our indefatigable Canon Evans Chidi Amadi, Ph.D., took the baton from Rev
Canon Japhet Nwachukwu Ph.D (Now Venerable) on arrival to Holy Trinity Church, the
mother church, on 6" August, 2018. The heathen and those who left the church and
hitherto were not coming to church started coming to church and offered themselves for
baptism. Some invited him for liberation where their idols where removed and set on fire.
The HTC Nursery/Primary School which was on closed down received immediate revival
as more teachers were employed because of increase in student population. All other
churches in the Area witnessed unprecedented boast as they all functioned/performed
optimally.

Within three months of his arrival to HTC, the membership of the church swelled! The
new church building and the Area House gave him sleepless nights as he and the
congregation prayed for Chief John Madu and visited him with the Parish Standing
Committee and the Area Board. The result today is this magnificent edifice where to the
Glory God the 2020 Synod is holding.



On the 22" December, 2019, The Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah Ph.D, JP, the
Lord Bishop Anglican Diocese of Owerri formally dedicated the church hall and the ultra
modern Archdeaconry house to the Glory of God upon its completion.

On the 6" October, 2019 at St. Luke’s Anglican Church Achi Mbieri, the Rt. Rev.
Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah Ph.D, JP., by the leading of the Holy Spirit gave the
Uratta Central Area the mandate to host the 2020 synod, with venue at Holy Trinity
Church Uratta, the Administrative headquarter. This wonderful opportunity to host the
synod in their 110 year of existence as a church was warmly welcomed. This agreed
with maiden synod theme of his lordship, “You are Important”. The two parishes that
make up the Area therefore are:
(i) Holy Trinity Church Parish made up of two stations:
(a) Holy Trinity Church Uratta and
(b) St. Michael and All Angels Church, Umuorii.
(i) All Saints Parish Umunahu.

The Area has produced seven (7) indigenous priests serving in various Dioceses in
Nigeria and seven (7) Knights and Ladies of St. Christopher investitured in various
dioceses in Nigeria. It has also produced seven (7) commissioned Lay Readers. The
area has also produced eminent scholars, professors, top ranking civil servants, medical
doctors, engineers and business tycoons.

This new magnificent edifice serving as the Holy Trinity Church, Uratta, just completed
and to be dedicated was built singlehandedly by one of our sons in the person of Chief
and Lolo John Madu. May our Almighty Father bless and reward him abundantly.

The following church teachers, catchiest and priest served in the Holy Trinity church in
the Area.

1. Dan O. Oraemesi - 1910-1917
2. Peter . Odife - 1917-1918
3. A.E. Akpukeme 1918-1920
4. I. A. Aririatu 1920-1922
5. James Okeke 1922-1924
6. F. B. A. Anozie 1924-1928
7. Joshua O. Emeziem 1928-1931
8. P. O. Onwugalu 1931-1933
9. Israel I. ljeoma 1933

10. W.N. Ezenwa 1933-1935
11.  Victor Agorom 1935-1936
12.  J. O. S. Chukwuka 1936-1939
13. Moses D. opera 1939-1940



14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

Obi

D. M Unuogu

J. U. Nwankiti

A. A. Y. Oparanozie

F. D. Uwagwu

A. C. Ibeawuchi

E. K. Ejiaku

Jacob Oyeanu

T. lwuchukwu

H. O. Oguike

P. A. Anuluka

E. N. Amaechi

Cat. R. O. I. Azubike

Rev. Canon S.P.O. Asoronye

Rev. J.M.C. lwuoha

Rev J. O. Iwuajako

Rev C. C. Amadi

Rev. G. I. Anurigwo

Rev Canon D.U.C. Oguamalam
Rev Canon J.C.E. Nwachukwu(Vicar)
Rev A. |. Anyanwu

Rev Canon Sam K. Anumihe

Rev Can. Dr. Chris Mbah

Rev Casmir Ukaonu

Rev Canon Dr. Japhet Nwachukwu
Rev Richard C. Nnawuihe

Rev Canon Dr. Evans Chidi Amadi
Evang. Darlington. Onukwugha

1940-1941
1941-1944
1944-1947
1947-1950
1950-1953
1953-1956
1956-1961
1961-1964
1964-1966
1966-1980
1980-1982
1982-1984
1984-1989
1986-1988
1990-1993
1993-1994
1994-1995
1995-1997
1998-1999
2000-2002
2002-2003
2003-2009
2009-2013
2013-2014
2013-2018
2014-2018
2018-till date
2019- till date

A BRIEF PROFILE OF THE RT. REV. PAUL AMECHI UDOGU
LORD BISHOP, MISSIONARY DIOCESE OF AFIKPO — OUR SYNOD PERACHER &
BIBLE STUDY FACILIATOR

The Rt. Rev Paul Amechi Udogu was born on 1st August 1971 to the family of Late
Chief and Mrs Nwikpo Udogu of Igboezunu Aguleri in Anambra East L.G.A of Anambra
State. Though not born into a Christian family, the young Paul grew up to know and
serve the Lord through the Anglican missions. He later was instrumental to the
conversion of his family to Christianity.

Paul attended Community Primary School Igboezunu Aguleri and Father Joseph
Memorial High School Aguleri for his primary and secondary education respectively.
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He answered the call to full time church ministry in 1990 when he was employed as a
Church Teacher by Diocese of Bauchi. He was admitted into St Francis of Assisi
Theological College Wusasa Zaria for his ordination course. He graduated in 1994 and
obtained Diploma in Theology and Diploma in Christian Religious Education.

Paul was ordained Deacon on 17th July 1994 and priested on 9th July 1995 by The Rt
Rev Dr Emmanuel Chukwuma (The then Bishop of Bauchi Diocese.)

Paul later studied at Theological College of Northern Nigeria Bukuru Jos and Nnamdi
Azikiwe University Awka and obtained B.D and MA (Religion & Society) respectively. He
is currently a PhD student at the same University.

He served as a missionary priest for many years among the Muslim communities of
Bauchi, Gombe and Katsina States where he was instrumental to the planting of many
churches.

He was made Canon on 1st July 2000 by the Bishop of Gombe the Rt Rev Henry
Ndukuba (Now the Primate of All Nigeria). In 2002, Paul was transferred to Onitsha,
Diocese on the Niger where he served as both Diocesan EFAC Chaplain, Vicar of
Immanuel Anglican Church Odume Obosi (2002 to 2004), St Luke's Anglican Church
Okpoko (2005 till his election as Bishop in 2007).

Paul was consecrated bishop on 4th March 2007 at Cathedral Church of Advent
Gwarinpa Abuja and enthroned the Lord Bishop of the Missionary Diocese of Afikpo on
18th March 2007. God is using Bishop Udogu mightly to touch lives and transform
Afikpo and Ebonyi society through his pragmatic and holistic mission that anchored on
spirituality, education, health care, poverty reduction, community project and caring for
the less privileged. GOD has used Bishop Udogu to plant Churches in the 40
communities without Anglican churches before his consecration. Afikpo people see
Bishop Udogu as God's sent and blessing.

Bishop Udogu is a well-known dynamic conference speaker and revivalist both within
and outside Nigeria. He is married to Mrs Blessing Udogu (Nnechigoziri) and their union
is blessed with four Children.

10



VISION STATEMENTS OF ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF OWERRI AS DECLARED BY
HIS LORDSHIP, RT. REV. CHUKWUMA CHINEKEZI OPARAH, Ph.D, JP ON HIS
ENTHRONEMENT DAY, 16™ NOVEMBER, 2018.

It will be appropriate that we recall the vision the Lord gave to us in this diocese which
were expressed in our vision statements during our enthronement as follow:

1. We under God declared the next ten years as Decade of Church Planting,
kingdom expansion and evangelism throughout Owerri Anglican Diocese. We
expect by God’s grace that within this decade more than 200 churches must have
been planted and nursed into maturity. We want to thank God that so far from our
inception to this 2020 a total of 44 churches have been planted within the Diocese.
We salute the Clergy and Laity for carrying out this mandate. Special thanks to
individuals offering their homes, donating lands, and money for planting of
churches. They will surely receive their Divine reward in Jesus name, Amen.
Please we need more people to donate lands, money and other resources to the
Diocese for this purpose.

2. We also wish under God’s guidance and grace to establish Rectories. Rectors
will be appointed to head the Rectories. These Rectors are equivalent in ranks
with Administrators with the primary task of Church planting (soul winning) around
the Rectory. We have under God created one Rectory under the period of review.

3. Training of Priests: We pray by God’s grace that within the next six years, there
will be no priest within this great Diocese without Theological Training. We will
also encourage our priests for Higher University education. We will be committed
to training and re-training of our clergymen through workshops, seminars,
conferences, etc in order to ensure that they are constantly in line with the mission
of the Church and to stand tall in the world mission in whatever capacity they find
themselves. Our workshops/seminars are now on top gear. The Director, Mission
and Evangelism, Ven. Paul Nwozuzu is doing a great work in this aspect.
Venerables Chidi Opara, M.A. and Chike Samuelson, M.Div are the Director of
Ordinands and Director of Trinity Theological College Umuahia, Owerri Study
Centre respectively. Also Ven. Dr. Ferdinand Mbalisi is the Deputy Director of
Trinity Theological College, Owerri Study Centre. We thank God that so many of
our priests and church teachers have gained admission into Trinity Theological
College for their Theological Training and Formation. We are grateful to the
Rector for the Mission Partnership with the Trinity Theological College Umuahia
(In Affiliation with the University of Nigeria Nsukka). So many of our priests have
gained admission for further studies in different institutions of higher learning. To
God be the glory.
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4. Train-A-Priest Fund: We request and appeal to our members to take up training
of a priest or more in our Theological College. Your family can train a man of God
— when you do this, you are expanding God’s kingdom. To train a priest costs
N250,000.00, School Fees only (books and feeding not included) per year. Please
feel free to contact the Bishop. Meanwhile, the account is: “Anglican Diocese of
Owerri Train A Priest (TAP)” FCMB 6017949018. We thank some families and
individuals who have taken up this project of training some of our priests and
ordinands.

5. By God’s grace, the welfare of the priests will also be paramount to this
administration. We encourage you under God to respect, care, honour, pray and
support your priests and their families. We are making concluding plans to
procure land and establish an Anglican Estate — where our priests with their
families will retire to. Each priest is expected to have his retirement house in that
Anglican Estate.

6. We also pray for total revival in every arm of the Church — the ACM, the Youth
Fellowship, the Fathers’ Fellowship, the Women Ministries, Choirs, Bands, EFAC,
Knights/Ladies, etc in fact all arms of the Church. We testify to the glory of God on
the revival and spiritual programmes going on in our churches. May His name be
praised, Amen. Anglican Church in Nigeria and our Diocese in particular is moving
on with revival. Praise God!

7. There will be an Annual Diocesan Revival Convention/Crusade for both the
priests and laity (that is for everybody). The Anglican Diocese of Owerri Power
Packed Anointed Convention (ADOWPAC) will be held every last weekend of
November every year. It will be a great gathering of the people of God in this
Diocese. It is organised to be a camping programme. It is always unique and
spirit-filled. This year's ADOWPAC convention will hold from Wednesday 25" —
Sunday 29" November, 2020. Please mobilise yourself, family and others. We
shall be happy to have you all in that convention.

8. In order to ensure full participation of our youths in the mission of the Church, an
Annual Evangelical Sports Competition and other evangelical programmes will
be mapped out for our youths (Annual Youth Conference). We thank God that this
annual competition has started. We have equally appointed three chaplains for
them. Youth Chaplain | — Rev. Gospel lwuoha, Youth Chaplain Il — Rev. Joseph
Igbo and Youth Chaplain Ill — Rev. Chidi Okpe. Sir Chukwuma Uchegbu serves
as the Chairman of this Evangelical Sports Competition working with a team of
committed brethren.
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9. We shall equally through God’s grace revive all of our institutions and
parastatals and recover our health institutions.
(@) Health Institutions: We want to thank God that our health institutions — St
Luke’s Hospital Uzii Mission Compound Mbaise Road Owerri and Ogwa Mission
General Hospital, Ogwa are all in full operations with Certified Medical Personnel.
The hospital is open to the public 24 hours as there are resident doctors in the
hospitals. Please if you know any way you can assist, let us know. Meanwhile, Mr.
Ben Ihanacho has promised to set up the Dental Department. We thank God for
him. We thank Dr. Benjamin Azubuike, Dr. Emeka Nwolisa, Dr. Mary Mokelu, Dr.
Lutan Onwumere and Rev. Canon Chris Mejuru, Administrator of St Luke’s
Hospital and Rev Dr Yadiri Ekeanyanwu, the Medical Director, Ogwa Mission
General Hospital and the team of doctors in the Hospital together with Rev. G. O.
C. Ekekwe, the Administrator of the Hospital and Ven. Chimezie Onyenuma the
Superintendent. May God continue to bless you all for your labour of love, Amen.

(b) Institutions of learning (Schools)
All our schools in our Diocese are doing well by God’'s grace meeting the
academic and spiritual needs of our students and children.

(i) Archdeacon Dennis Junior Seminary ADJS:

We thank God for the work and contributions of the Old boys of this school. As we
reported last year that the old boys embarked on many building and renovation
projects in the school of which some of the projects have been dedicated during
the 4oth Anniversary celebration of ADJS Mbieri in 2019. We remain grateful for
all the old boys for allowing God to use them.

(i)  Obazu Community Grammar Secondary School (OCOGRAM):

Obazu Community Grammar School is waxing strong by God’s grace. We thank
God for the Old Boys who are currently renovating one-storey building in the
school. Our special thanks to Dr. Sir. Mike lhemaguba, who gave scholarship to
40 students and also assisted in paying the salaries of teachers during the
COVID-19 pandemic. He is a great motivator together with the old boys’ team.

(iiiy PEACE College Owerri: Our Peace College is doing well under
partnership with Prof. Lady Ngozi Anyanwu and family who are the donor and
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) has been signed to that regard. We are
grateful to the Family of Late Prof. Enoch Anyanwu and the wife Prof. Lady Ngozi
Anyanwu for the renovation and face lifting that was embarked upon recently in
the school. May God reward them abundantly, Amen.

(iv) Our Saviour Anglican Academy (OSAA), Amakohia: This Women’s
Ministries project is doing well. They have completed recently a twin two-storey
Classroom Complex awaiting dedication because of the lockdown of schools in
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11.

12,

13.

the country. The school has additional modern laboratories — Chemistry, Physics,
Biology and library which are all housed in the new complex. The school also has
well equipped ICT Centre.

(v) Our Saviour Anglican Secondary School (OSASS): OSASS Abazu
Ogwa, is doing well also and also our Women’s Ministries project. We thank God
for Mama Owerri and her team. To God be the glory.

(vi)  Mary Sumner Schools Amakohia: Mary Sumner Nursery and Primary
Schools are doing well.

(c) Parastatals: Our parastatals such as Transfiguration Press and Publishing
House, Christian Voice Newspapers, Diocesan Bookshop and Wafer Industry are
trying, although we expect that soon they should be contributing meaningfully to
the income of the Diocese. We hope to restructure the parastatals soon for
effective management and result. We thank all that God is using in those areas.

. In order to ensure that our people devout themselves to praying and setting
apart, we shall by God’s grace establish Camp of Prayer and Retreat “Obi
Ekpere” in this Diocese and this will be established in Ebenezer Anglican
Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa with the name — “Ebenezer Camp of Prayer — Obi
Ekpere Ebenezer’ which will be supervised by a Rector. We call our faithful to
please take up some of the building projects as you can immortalize your name
or the name of your dear ones on any project you undertake. May God provide
the lamb for the sacrifice, Amen.

The Diocese will go into physical investments by God’s grace that will create
job opportunities for our people especially our youths and equally provide
spiritual guidance especially in agriculture. We need communities to write
officially to us their willingness to donate massive land for this Diocesan Project.

We look forward under God to establishing an institution of higher learning in
this Diocese — moving beyond secondary institutions to tertiary institution. We
have also set up a committee to look into it and advise us.

Finally, but not the least, we shall by God’s grace build a befitting Diocesan
Secretariat, God being our helper. This project has started; the foundation
stone was laid on Wednesday, 24" July, 2019 as one of the activities that
marked the 60" Anniversary Celebration of our Diocese alongside the Bishop’s
Court New Chapel (St Mark’s Chapel). It is at its first decking stage. We thank
Engr. Edwin Egbuka and Arch. Kelechi Umeh for the supervision of the project
together with their committee members. May God bless them all, Amen.
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We thank God for thus far He has led us in carrying out some of these visions and we
believe He will accomplish them to the glory of His Holy name in Jesus name, Amen.
We thank God for the different Committees set up by the Diocesan to see to the
accomplishment of these projects. Please, if you have ideas, that will help us in this all
these kingdom Expansion projects of our Diocese, please do well to send them across
or see his Lordship. Remain blessed.

% Prayerfully Note that your sacrificial giving will go a long way to accomplishing
God’s mission and mandate in this Diocese through your kind donation to support
God’s work through the Bishop’s Foundation For Mission & Development
(BFMD), Polaris Bank — 4090849092.

NEWS WITHIN THE DIOCESE

Christmas Get-Together for Clergy and Wives:

This was held at St. Augustine Amaukwu Orodo on the 20" December, 2019 and
organised by the Owerri Clergy Fellowship. We thank God for that grace of
fellowshipping together.

Christmas Get-Together for the Retired Church Workers & Wives — This was held at
CATOL on 12t January, 2020. It was a time for all our retired Church workers and their
wives to come together to celebrate our Lord’s goodness upon our lives with the Bishop
and Mama Owerri. We thank God that apart from the usual gift from the Bishop, Mama
Owerri also gave gifts to their wives. We bless the Lord for an opportunity to gather His
generals who have once laboured in His Vineyard and retired. We thank their Chaplain,
Rev. Chima Ilwuchuwku for being a good instrument in the over-sight of our retired
workers and wives.

Diocesan Elders Forum: We thank God for the Diocesan Elders Forum. They had their
thanksgiving this year on Wednesday 15" January 2020. Also, they celebrated
Christmas get-together with the Bishop and wife; where each went home with a gift.

Creation of New Rectory: A new Rectory was created on 2" August, 2020. The
Rectory is Orodo Central Rectory, Orodo. The family of Sir Enoch & Lady Franka
Chukwureh is building the Church building and promised to build the Rector’'s House.
The Church in the Rectory was named Basilica of God’s Grace, Central Rectory Orodo.
We thank God for them, for sacrificially erecting this Church building for God. An Acting
Rector has been appointed for the Rectory. He is Rev. Joseph Igbo.
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Foundation Stone-Laying:
02/11/19 - School Building of St. Paul’s Church, Ubaha-Orodo.

08/12/19 - Church of Resurrection Umudagu Mbieri, Security House,
Sexton House and Convenience Building by Women’s Ministries.
08/12/19 - St. Peter’'s Umunjam Lock-up Shops (Women Ministries).
02/02/2020 - St. Michael & All Angels Church, New Owerri North Archdeaconry
House.
07/03/2020 - St. Michael & All Angels Parsonage, Umuorii Uratta.
29/07/2020 - Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti Anglican Church Amakohia Workers’
House.
02/08/2020 - Basilica of God’s Grace Anglican Church Orodo Central Rectory
30/08/2020 - Christ Church Owerri Rock Water Project and Lock-Up Stores
13/09/2020 - New Generation Chapel, Knights Secretariat, Bishop’s Court, Owerri
11/10/2020 - St. John’s The Evangelist Akwakuma Parish Office
Planting/Naming of New Churches:
(1) 13/10/2019 - Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti Chapel, Onitsha Road, Owerri
(Planted)

(2)  03/11/2019

Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti Chapel, Egbeada, Owerri/ Orlu
Road (planted)

St. Silas Ang. Chapel Amawire Uratta (Planted)

Emmanuel Ang. Chapel Area L New Owerri (Planted)
Anglican Church of the Pentecost Area ‘D’ New

Owerri (Planted & Named).

(3)  26/02/2020
(4)  10/05/2020
(5)  31/05/2020

(6) 31/05/2020 - St. Titus Chapel Umuoba Uratta (Planted)

(7) 31/05/2020 - Holy Trinity Chapel Umuneke Obazu Mbieri — Planted

(8) 31/05/2020 - Holy Trinity Chapel Umueze Obazu Mbieri — Planted

(9) 31/05/2020 - Holy Trinity Chapel Umuafor, Umuchoke Obazu Mbieri —
Planted

(10) 31/05/2020 - Anglican Chapel Obilubi Obazu Mbieri — Planted

(11) 31/05/2020 - St. Michael & All Angels Chapel Ofekata Orodo — Planted

(12) 31/05/2020 - All Saints Chapel Umuduegwo Awo-Mbieri - Planted

(13) 31/05/2020 - All Saints Chapel Amudam Awo-Mbieri — Planted

(14) 23/08/2020 - All Saints Chapel Umuocha - Planted

(15) 22/03/2020 - St. Philip’s Chapel Igwe/Obi, Ohii - Planted

(16) 2018 - Anglican Chapel, Dimorji Obokwe Mbieri - Planted

(17) 2018 - St. Mark’s Chapel Umudurundom - Planted

(18) 2019 - Anglican Chapel Umudu - Planted

(19) 10/03/2019 - St. Michael Chapel Eke Ihitte, Market Square (Ahia

Nweke) Mbieri - Planted

St. Michael Chapel, Umuebinga, Umunweke Mbieri - Planted
St. Michael & All Angels Chapel, Imo Housing Estate, New
Owerri - Planted

(20) 08/12/2019
(21) 07/04/2019
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(22) 20/09/2020 - Beautiful Gate Anglican Church, Obioku Odumara Orodo —

(23) 11/10/2020

Planted and named.
Naming of True God Anglican Church, Egbeada

Twenty—two churches were planted last year while we have planted twenty-two so far
this year making a total of forty-four churches planted since our episcopacy from
November, 2018. We want to thank God for individual and collective participation in
church planting. Please let us do more. To God be the glory. Amen.

Dedication of Projects: The following projects were dedicated between the period of
our last Synod till this Synod:

04/11/2019

23/11/2019

23/11/2019 -

30/12/2019
07/03/2020
09/06/202

30/08/2020

04/11/2020

Diocesan Women’s Ministries Weaving Centre Project at
Orogwe

Five Class-Room Block built in memory of Late Mr. & Mrs.
Lucious & Leticia Onumajuru (Parents of Barr. Collins Onumajuru '88
set) A.D.J.S. Mbieri.

School Refectory built in honour of Chief & Lolo Victor lroegbu
(Parents of Chief & Lolo Nnamdi Iroegbu 87 set) A.D.J.S. Mbieri
St. John’s Church Hall Umuomumu Mbieri

St. Michael & All Angels Church Umuorii and Bore Hole.

Ogwa Mission General Hospital Theatre & Post Theatre

Ward.

Christ Church Owerri Women’s Ministries Kitchen.

Christ Church Owerri Sick Bay

Our Saviour’s Anglican Academy (OSAA) Amakohia New School
Building

Confirmation: We visited these parishes for Confirmation to the glory of God. Our joy is

02/11/2019
17/11/2019
22/11/2019
08/12/2019
14/12/2019
15/12/2019
22/12/2019
29/12/2019
05/01/2020

that through the grace of God, these confirmed candidates accepted
Jesus Christ as their Lord and personal Saviour. Praise God, Alleluia.
We pray for sustenance and growth day by day in Jesus name. Amen.

- Ubaha-Orodo Parish - 32
- Awo-Mbieri Parish - 75
- ADJS, PEACE College, OCOGRAM- 65
- Umunjam Parish - 53
- Ndegwu Parish - 44
- Orodo Parish - 51
- H.T.C. Uratta Parish - 70
- Umuagwuru Mbieri Parish - 35
- Obazu Mbieri Parish - 77
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26/01/2020 - Owerri Parish - 129
02/02/2020 - St. Michael New Owerri Parish - 93
08/02/2020 - Orogwe Parish - 112
09/02/2020 - Obinze Parish - 61
23/02/2020 - Ogbaku Parish - 62
07/06/2020 - CATOL Parish - 118
11/07/2020 - Achii Mbieri Parish - 72
12/07/2020 - Afara Parish - 44
06/09/2020 - St. Silas Parish Ama-Wire - 65
18/10/2020 - Idem-Ogwa Parish - 53
25/10/2020 - St. Cyprian’s Parish, FHE, Owerri 57
08/11/2020 - Blessed Holy Trinity Parish N/Ow 16
24/06/2020 - Installation of Canons

—~
—_—
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(11)

Rev’d Canon Jonah C. Nwebo
Rev’d Canon Ozioma Aririatu
Rev’'d Canon Lloyd Eze Osuagwu
Rev’'d Canon Daniel Nzediegwu
Rev’d Canon Emmanuel Onuoha
Rev’d Canon Chikezie Nwakwue
Rev’d Canon Eleazer Okere
Rev’'d Canon Onyekachi Awujo
Rev’d Canon Ernest Mbah

Rev’'d Canon Donald Awujo
Rev’d Canon Godson Okoro

27/06/2020 - Collation of Archdeacons
(1)  Ven. Timothy Igbokwe
(2)  Ven. Davidson Opurum
(83) Ven. Michael Ndukwe
(4) Ven. Dr. Emmanuel Agoha
(5) Ven. Dr. Japhet Nwachukwu
(6) Ven. Onyinyeoma Onyeagocha
(7)  Ven. Bertram Iheanacho

Parish Inauguration/Induction of Vicars

05/07/2020 - Inauguration of Obilubi Parish and Induction of Reuv.
Michael Obi as the Vicar of the Parish.

09/08/2020 - Inauguration of Nwaorieubi Parish with the headquarters at
Christ Church Nwaorieubi with Rev. Canon Emmanuel
Achinebiri inducted as the Vicar.

30/08/2020 - Induction of Rev. Anthony Okebaram as the Vicar of Afara
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11/10/2020

Parish
- Inauguration of St. John The Evangelist Parish, Akwakuma
with Rev. Evans Ndubuisi as the Vicar

Donations/ Supports/ Palliatives

16/12/19 -

15/01/2020 -

02/02/2020 -

24/04/2020 -

24/05/2020 -

31/05/2020 -

31/05/2020

10/06/2020 -

Nathan Udogu’s Foundation (NGO) with Bishop’s Foundation for
Mission & Development donated food-stuffs, clothes and cash to
needy women in the Diocese for Christmas Celebration.

Bishop donated a Car to Rev. & Mrs. Paul Obilor courtesy of Sir &
Lady Chukwuma Ekomaru, SAN.

Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and Development made a donation
of N400,000.00 to aid St. Michael & All Angels Church, New Owerri
North Archdeaconry in the building of the Archdeaconry House.
Palliatives from Imo State Government to Owerri Ecclesiastical
Province, Anglican Communion as follow: 1,998 No. of 10kg bags of
rice, 994 tubers of yam, 120 No. of 1 litre groundnut oil and 63
sachets of tomato paste.

Out of which Owerri Diocese received 259 No. of 10kg bags of rice,
129 tubers of yam, 15 No. 1 Litre of groundnut oil and 63 sachets of
tomato paste.

Bishop’s Foundation for Mission & Development donated

Three Hundred Thousand (N300,000.00) Naira only to Benjamin
Nwankiti Anglican Chapel Egbeada, Orlu Road, Bishop & Wife
donated Twenty Thousand Naira (N20,000) to the first baby born in
the chapel and three (3) bags of rice to Church members.

Bishop’s Foundation for Mission & Development donated

Four Hundred and Fifty Thousand Naira (N450,000) only to Anglican
Church of the Pentecost, Area ‘D’ New Owerri for Musical
Instruments, Generating Set, etc and Mama Owerri donated Lectern
while the Women’s Ministries donated a set of Musical drums.
Palliatives from Bishop’s Foundation for Mission & Development to
Archdeaconries/Areas in the Diocese; supported by the following:
Men’s Ministries of the Diocese with N2M, Knights of St. Christopher
(N 500,000.00), Women’s Ministries (N500,000.00), Hon. Barr. Okey
Onyekama ( N100,000.00) , Lady Stella Ndogu under the Nathan’s
Foundation (N200,000.00), Prof Lady Ngozi Anyanwu ( N 50,000.00),
Dr Uche Udom (N100,000.00), Sir & Lady Enoch Chukwure (N 250,
000.00).

Palliative from Imo State Government to Owerri Ecclesiastical
Province, Anglican Communion as follow: 380 No of 50kg bags of
rice, 102 No. bags of beans, 100 No. bags of garri, 31 No. 20 Litres
of Palm QOil and 600 cartons of Indomie Noodles. From which Owerri
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Diocese received 49 No. 50 kg bags of rice, 13 No. bags of beans,
12 No. bags of garri, 5 No. 20 Litres of palm oil and 78 Cartons of
Indomie noodles.

21/07/2020 N700,000.00 (Seven Hundred Thousand Naira) for roofing of a

building at OCOGRAM from Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and
Development.

15/09/2020 Bishop’ Foundation for Mission and Development (BFMD) paid initial

N695,000.00 for roofing of the Parsonage (Nogging). Aluminium
Sheets not included yet at St. Michael & All Angels, Umuorii Uratta.

Other Donations received by the Diocese:

Prof. Okey Igbonagwam donated four Computer Systems to OCOGRAM

Mbieri.

Engr. Sir Obioha Dike donated 10 set of desktop computers, 2 laptop

computers, 2 Blue Gate 1.2 KVA UPS, to OCOGRAM Mbieri.

Dr. Mike lhemeaguba donated Sports Kits to OCOGRAM Mbieri and his
scholarship to 40 students of OCOGRAM and Relief Fund for payment of
OCOGRAM Staff.

Diocesan Relief Fund by Engr Sir & Lady Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu — N1M. We
encourage good spirited individuals to support this fund so that we can provide
relief for our people especially during this pandemic and beyond.

Anonymous Donation of a parcel of land for Church Planting at Ohii for St Philip’s
Chapel Igwe /Obi Ohii fenced with 3-room block house.

Bishop Lasbrey Girls’ Secondary School Irete Old Girls (1993 Set) donated a
bus to the School.

Barr. J. C. Uwandu donated a parcel of land for Church Planting at Odumara
Orodo and many others (Please see Archdeaconry Reports).

Umuehinta Avu donated four plots of land to the Diocese for Church planting and
one of them promised to build the Church. May God bless him and his family.

May God bless you all for your kind donations towards the mission and mandate
of His Church and reward you abundantly according to His riches in Christ Jesus
our Lord, Amen.

ARMS OF THE CHURCH

Men’s Ministries: The 5" Diocesan All Anglican Men’s Association (AAMA) Conference
was held at St. Michael & All angels Anglican Church, New Owerri, New Owerri
Archdeaconry from Friday 17" to Sunday 19%" July, 2020 with the theme “| Planted . . . .
“Biblical Reflection of St. Paul the Great Church Planter (1 Cor. 3:6). It was a great
Conference of revival. To God be the glory. The attendance was very encouraging and
so many men gave their lives to Jesus Christ. The ACFF, AAMA and other men’s
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related bodies both now and in future were constituted into one unified body which is
declared by our Lord Bishop to be known as Men’s Ministries. The men also
established a Philemon Ministry to aid in taking care of the sick and needy members
under the Men’s Ministries.

The Men’s Ministries is vibrant under the leadership of our Bishop/President of the
Men’s Ministries Rt. Rev Chukwuma C. Oparah, PhD, JP and Diocesan Lay Coordinator,
Engr. Sir Baldwin Onozie. The Chaplains are Ven. Chimezie Onyenuma (Chaplain 1),
Rev Canon Kingsley Oparanozie (Chaplain II) and Rev Canon Godson Okoro (Chaplain
[lI). The Men’s Ministries last year donated the sum of N2m (Two Million Naira) towards
the on-going Diocesan Secretariat Project. Also, this year 2020, they gave the sum of
N10m (Ten Million Naira) to aid the Diocese for the purchase of 200 plots for the
Anglican Diocese of Owerri Clergy Estate. The Men’s Ministries also gave N2m for
support of the Diocesan Palliatives during the Covid-19 peak.

This is a group that every man in this Diocese must be a member. We have the Men’s
Ministries at the Archdeaconry, Parish and Station levels. Please fit in and identify with
your fellow men. Our Men’s Ministries (ACFF) Conference next year will be hosted by
Ebenezer Anglican Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa, Ibeama-Ogwa Archdeaconry with the
theme “The Beautiful Gate Experience: The Expectation of every Christian Father” (Acts.
3) from Thursday, 24" to Sunday, 27" June 2021.

Women’s Ministries

The women of our Diocese are dynamic both spiritually and physically. We are proud of
you. We thank Mama Owerri — Mrs. Chidiebere Chukwuma Oparah and her Spirit-filled
executive. You are mothers indeed. The ministry has been a blessing to different
families. The Women Conference for this year will be from Thursday 121" to Sunday
15" November, 2020 with the theme “Apart from me you can do nothing: Total
dependency on God” (Jn 15:5).

We thank God for all their physical projects especially the double 2-storey Classroom
Complex at Our Saviour’s Anglican Academy (OSAA), Amakohia, built by the Women’s
Ministries which is ready for dedication with World Class Science Laboratories, library
and ICT centre.

The women also made the following donations to the Diocese:

(1)  N2m for the Diocesan Secretariat Project.

(2) Nb5m to aid in the purchase of the 200 plots for the Anglican Diocese of Owerri
Clergy Estate.

(3) N500,00.00 for Palliatives during the Covid-19 peak.

We are thankful to them. May God continue to bless our homes through them in Jesus
name, Amen.
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Diocesan Council of Knights

Owerri Diocese has one of the most disciplined Knights in Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion). We thank God that the President General of the JCK (Joint Council of
Knights) Nigeria is our own Diocesan President of Knight, Sir Gab Oduah, He is piloting
the affairs of the Knights creditably with the other Diocesan Knights Executive. Their
oneness and commitments are commended. Their supports at all levels, Station, Parish,
Archdeaconry and Diocese are appreciated. Please well done.

The Knights donated N500,000.00 (Five Hundred Thousand Naira) for the palliatives
during the peak of Covid-19. The new Chapel established at the Knight Secretariat by
the Knights is a spiritual rallying point of those living around there. We have posted a
Church Teacher there in the person of Evang. Patrick Eze.

On Sunday, September 13, 2020 the foundation of the new Church Building was laid by
us. Their last Council Meeting/Conference was a success. We continue to pray for our
Knights, her Executives for God’s blessings on them.

Knighthood Investiture 2021

By the grace of God, we proposed to invest some faithful members of our Church into
the Knighthood of St. Christopher of our Diocese on Sunday, 3 January, 2021 at
CATOL, Owerri by 1.00 pm. Please pray for them, that they will indeed be instruments
for accomplishing God’s Mission and Mandate through Evangelism, Development and
Soul Winning for God’s kingdom and blessing of mankind.

Pray also for these Knights-Elect with their wives and families for their retreats that are
ongoing; that they will be discipled to queue into the activities of our Knights and the
visions and mission of the Diocese and above all that they will be worthy soldiers of the
cross, Amen.

Anglican Youth Fellowship (AYF)

The Diocesan Anglican Youth Fellowship Conference for this year was held from Friday,
11 to Sunday 13" September, 2020 with the theme “Godliness with Contentment” (1 Tim.
6:6). We are praying for our youths and their activities. The three Chaplains appointed
by us for them are working so hard to see that our youths are guided spiritually and
administratively — they are Revds. Gospel lwuoha (Chaplain 1), Joe Igbo (Chaplain II),
and Chris Okpe (Chaplain Ill). We advise that parents should do their part in bringing
their children in the ways of the Lord, while the Church does her God-given role. The
Conference was successful.

The Annual Sports Evangelical Festival could not hold this year because of Covid-19
Pandemic. We trust that by next year the Sports Festival will hold effectively. May God
bless our youths, Amen.
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Diocesan Music Festival

This year was intended for several Diocesan Music outings such as Diocesan Music
Festivals, Provincial Music Festivals, Easter and Christmas Cantatas among others but
for the Pandemic, the Council was not able to carry on with the said programmes.

Our Christmas Cantata (2020) is scheduled for Saturday, December 14, 2020 at CATOL
by 2.00pm. Everyone is expected to be present at the music fiesta to join other children
of God in praising God for sparing our lives and singing gloriously unto His name.
Choirs drawn across our Diocese will be on stage to sing unto the Lord. To God be all
the glory.

Anglican Children Ministry (ACM)

The Diocesan ACM Conference scheduled in April at Christ Church Owerri could not
hold due to Covid-19pandemic, however, they have been meeting for classes and
Sunday school lessons in their various stations. The Diocesan ACM is equally doing well.
We commend their leaders, especially the Diocesan ACM Chaplain, Rev. Canon
Emmanuel Achinebiri and A.C.M. teachers at all levels of Church Administration. God
willing by next year, there will be a greater Diocesan Conference.

Evangelical Fellowship in the Anglican Communion (EFAC)

We continue to encourage EFAC ministry in our Diocese. They have been very helpful
in assisting in Church planting and evangelism which is her fundamental mission. The
Diocesan EFAC leaders are organising the EFAC well. We will continue to pray for our
EFAC. The EFAC Conference this year will be at Christ Church Owerri from 16" to 18
October, 2020 with the theme: “Bring up the Ark of God’s Covenant”

Anglican Diocese of Owerri Power-Packed Anointed Convention (ADOWPAC)

This is a great spiritual reawakening programme of the Diocese of Owerri. It is a
programme that everyone looks forward to attend every year. The convention is a camp
programme usually comes up every last weekend in November every year. It is a great
gathering of the people of God in this Diocese. That of last year was unique, with the
DHU, Aguda, Lagos. Please mobilise yourself and family and others to attend this
year's ADOWPAC coming up from Wednesday 25" to Sunday 29" November, 2020
with the theme: “Pulling Down All Stronghold of Satan” (2 Cor. 10:3-4).

Retirement of Priests
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The following priests are due for retirement at the end of this year 2020. We thank God
for them, their wives and families. They have done very well. May God bless them with
good health and reward them abundantly in Jesus name, Amen.

o~

Ven. Chike Samuelson

Rev. Canon Kenneth Chikere
Rev. Canon Dr. Timothy Agoha
Rev. Samuel Mgbeahuru

Celebrations and Joys

03/11/19
04/11/19

27/11/19

30/11/19
01/12/19

07/12/19

21/12/19
26/12/19
27/12/19

28/12/19

28/12/19

30/12/19

02/01/2020
11/01/2020
18/01/2020
28/01/2020
01/02/2020
29/02/2020
27/06/2020
01/08/2020

08/08/2020
22/08/2020
29/08/2020

Reception of Bishop & Wife by Mbieri Community.

Formal Opening of Diocesan Women’s Ministries Skills
Acquisition Centre, Orogwe.

ADOWPAC Convention From 27th Nov to Sunday 3™
December, 2019

Wedding of Engr. & Mrs. lheeanyichukwu Ndukwu
Induction of Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, Ph.D,
JP. by the Imo

State Brigade Command as the Grand Patron.

Silver Jubilee Wedding Anniversary of Prof. Sir & Lady
Emmanuel Inyama

Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Chisom Ogbonna

wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Chukwuemeka Umuenweke
Bishop & Wife celebrated Christmas Party with the Women of
Ebenezer Anglican Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa

Diamond Jubilee Wedding Anniversary of Sir & Lady
Herbert Eronini

25" Wedding Anniversary & 17" Corronation Anniversary
of His Majesty, Eze & Ugoeze Samuel Agunwah Ohiri.
Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Justice Nwafor

Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. lkechukwu lheme

Wedding of Chief & Lolo Jonah Onuoha

Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Chukwuka Opara

Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. lheanyi Onyekuru

Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Steve Obinna

80" & 71st Birthday of Engr. Sir Baldwin & Barr Lady Becky Onozie
Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Nonso

Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. William Okpechi

Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Chidiebere Nwoke

Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Uzoma Alozie

Wedding of Engr. & Mrs. Ugbana Sunday Offia at Uyo
Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Onyebuchi Nwachukwu

24



04/09/202
07/09/2020

Our Sorrows

09/10/19

10/10/19

11/11/2020

27/11/19

28/11/19

05/12/19
17/01/2020

15/01/2020

24/01/2020

13/02/2020

21/02/2020
24/02/2020

28/02/2020

11/03/2020

27/03/2020
05/06/2020

07/08/2020

14/08/2020

21/08/20

Engr. Sir Emmanuel lwuanyanwu 78" Birthday Celebration
Sir Bright Nwelue appointed Special Adviser/Chief of Protocol to the
Governor of Imo State.

Burial of Lady Sabina Nwachukwu ( the wife of Late Prof Sir Mike
Nwachukwu), St. Paul’s Church Ubakuru Mbieri.

Burial of Chief Harrison Uwakwem, father of Dr. Ben Uwakwem, St.
Peter's Church,Umuozu Isi-Mbano Diocese

Burial of Late Sir Samuel Onyenagorom, Uncle to Diocesan
Chancellor, Hon. Justice Lady Evelyn Anyadike at St. Peter’s Church,
Ezioha

Burial of Late Rev. Canon Macaulay Nwogwugwu(Rtd), the

father of Sir Sam Uche Macaulay, Ukwa Diocese.

Burial of Late Noel O. Ezeofor, the father of Bishop Ezeofor

at St. John’s Church, Oko

Burial of late Mr. Maxwell Njiribeako at CATOL

Burial of late Mrs. Janneth U. Iheme, St. Stephen’s Church,
Amankuta

Burial of late Mrs. Lucia Njoku, mother in-law to Rev. Canon Ernest
Mbah at Umuezealagu Nsu

Burial of L/R Nathaniel Madu Okorie at St. Paul’s Church, Ubaha-
Orodo

Burial of late Mr. Ebenezer Ohanyere, father in-law to Bishop of
Abakaliki Diocese at St. Paul’s Church, Umueze Oboro Ogwa

Burial of Sir Sydney E. Nwuba at St. John’s Church, Ndegwu.

Burial of late Lady Felicia Ngozi Ozuzuoma at St. Thomas Church,
Umuagwuru Mbieri

Burial of late Mr. Hilary Emejuru, father of Mr. Solomon Emejuru
(Bishop’s Driver) at St. Thomas Church, Umuagwuru Mbieri.

Burial of Late Engr. Sir Mike C. Chukwuezi at St. Barnabas Church,
Umudim |keduru Diocese.

Burial of Elder Edwin Nosiri at Holy Trinity Church, Obazu

Burial of Ugoeze Lady Comfort Okoro, Holy Trinity Church lhiteoha,
Uratta.

Burial of Sir Abijah Iheanacho @ Ebenezer Church, Ekwereazu
Ogwa

Burial of Chief Sir Enyioma Nwosu @ St. Mary’s Church Ntigha,
Okpala (Father-in-law of Bishop Ugwuozor, Bishop of Aba).

Burial of Sir Godwin Uchechukwu Agu @ St Peter’s Church Inyishi,
Ikeduru.
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28/08/2020 Burial of Hon. Justice Sir Nonyerem Okoronkwo @ CATOL, Owerri
former Deputy Chancellor of the Diocese.
- Burial of Lady Edna Anyanwu @ St. John’s Church, Ihiagwa

- Burial of Lady Florence Akajuba, St John’s Owu-Amakohia Ikeduru

29/08/2020 - Burial of Lady Sabina Onuoha (Mother of Abp. Onuoha) at St. Silas
Lowa

11/09/2020 - Burial of Barr. Ugoeze Njemanze at her Owerri residence

15/09/2020 - Burial of Lady Josephine Ariri @ H.T.C., Uratta

30/09/2020 - Burial of Ezinne Amara Stella Ugwuegbu @ St. Michael’s Church,

Obinze

VISIT OF NATIONAL PRESIDENT OF CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION OF NIGERIA (CAN)
TO OWERRI DIOCESE

The National President of the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), Rev. Dr. Samson
Olasupo A. Ayokunle paid a courtesy visit to us at the Bishop’s Court during his visit to
Imo State on Wednesday, 26" August, 2020, accompanied by the Imo State CAN
Chairman Rev. Dr. Divine Eches with officials/executives of National and State CAN.
We thank him for that honour. We pray for the Christian Church globally especially in
Nigeria. We will continue to play our leading role in Ecumenism in Christiandom
particularly here in Nigeria and Africa.

OWERRI ECCLESIASTICAL PROVINCE

Episcopal and Council meetings:

The Province had three Episcopal and Council meetings for the period under review as
follow: The 34t Regular Meeting held on the 18" and 19t September, 2019 was hosted
by the Diocese of Owerri with the theme “ Look unto Jesus and Live’(Isa 45:22) at
Cathedral of Transfiguration of Our Lord (CATOL) Owerri; the 35" meeting was on the
30" and 31st January 2020 hosted by the Diocese of Mbaise with the theme “The Fear
of the Lord” (Jos 24:14) at St Michael and All Angels Cathedral, Mbaise; and on the 5"
and 6" August, 2020 the 36" Regular meeting was hosted by Diocese of Isi Mbano at
Cathedral Church of Christ, Ezihe with the theme “Perseverance in the face of Hard
times”(James 5:11).

Most Rev. Dr. Caleb A. Maduoma, the immediate past Archbishop of Province of Owerri
retired on the 22" September, 2020. We wish him and his dear wife a happy retirement.

Also, we congratulate our father in God, the Most Rev. David Okechukwu Onuoha, the
Bishop of Okigwe South on his election and presentation on the 22" September, 2020
as the Archbishop of the Ecclesiastical Province of Owerri. We wish him and his wife
well in this new Ecclesiastical position.
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Meanwhile, the new Bishop of Ideato Diocese is the Rt. Rev. Henry Okeke who was
translated from Mbamili Diocese to the See of Ideato. His enthronement was on the 29t
September, 2020. We congratulate him, his wife and family. May God guide them,
Amen.

JOINT PROVINCIAL COUNCIL (EAST OF THE NIGER)
The Eastern Provinces met on 5" — 6" February, 2020 at St. Cyprian’s Church, Port

Harcourt (Diocese of Niger Delta). The meeting went well with the theme “ Knowing
God” (Phil 3:10) .

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OF NIGERIA (ANGLICAN COMMUNION)

Church of Nigeria (CON) Standing Committee meeting

The Church of Nigeria (CON) had the following meetings:

e Standing Committee meeting at the Diocese of Asaba — 23™ to 27" September 2019.
The theme was “Fight the Good Fight of Faith” (1 Tim6:12). One remarkable thing
that took place was the election of our new Primate in the person of His Grace, The
Most Rev Henry Chukwudum Ndukuba the Bishop Of Gombe and Archbishop of Jos
Province on the 24" September, 2020.

e The 2020 Annual Bishops’ Retreat was held at Ibru Centre Centre Agbarha-Otor from
6" to 10" January 2020 with the theme “Restoring the Oneness of the House of
Bishop/Church. (We attached the Pastoral letters).

e General Synod at National Secretariat of the Church of Nigeria, St. Matthias House,
Abuja from the 215t to 25" September, 2020.

Our Diocese was well represented at these meetings. We thank God for travelling

mercies.

The Divine Commonwealth Conference (DIVCCON)

2019 edition of DIVCCON was at National Christian Centre Abuja from 11" — 15"
November 2019 with the theme “O God Our Help in Ages Past’. We participated as a
Diocese. This years’ Conference is from 16" to 20" November 2020 at the same venue
in Abuja. This Conference is a twin brother of our ADOWPAC (Anglican Diocese of
Owerri Power Packed Anointed Convention). It is a spiritual revival programme of the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion).

St. Mathias/Advent Sunday Special Offerings: It is a Special Collection to support the
work of our National Church across Dioceses in the Church of Nigeria Anglican
Communion. Our Diocese made her contribution as well. We thank you all for this
sacrificial giving to our National Church. May He continue to bless us.

Retirement
The following Bishops and Archbishops retired under the period of review:
1. Most Rev’d Nicholas Okoh - Primate
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2. Most Rev'd Ikechi N. Nwosu - Umuahia

3. Most Rev'd Godwin I. Okpala - Nnewi

4. Most Rev’d Bennett Okoro - Orlu

5. Most Rev'd Gabriel Akinbiyi - Akoko

6. Most Rev'd Olusegun Adeyemi - Kwara

7. Most Rev Caleb A. Maduoma - Ideato

8. Rt. Rev’d Abraham Akinlalu - Oke-Osun
9. Rt. Rev’d James Popoola - Osun

10. Rt. Rev’d Prof. Andrew ljenoza - Crowther College
11. Rt. Rev’d Emmanuel Ugwu - Agwu-Aninri
12. Rt. Rev’d Ezekiel Dahunsi - Idoani

We wish them good health and blissful retirement.

Presentation of Our New Primate

We thank God for the success of the presentation of the New Primate of the Church of
Nigeria — The Most Rev. Henry Chukwudum Ndukuba on 25" March, 2020 at the
Cathedral Church of the Advent, Gwarinpa Abuja.

The Archbishop, Metropolitan and Primate of All Nigeria, Most Rev. Henry Chukwudum
Ndukuba succeeded the Most Rev. Dr. Nicholas Okoh who retired on the 29" March,
2020. Most Rev. Henry Ndukuba is from Ogberuru in Imo State. We continue to pray
for him and his wife in this his primacy. We also pray for our retired Primate and wife
Most Rev. Dr. Nicholas & Mrs Nkasiobi Okoh for good health and God’s ever abiding
presence, Amen.

Election and Consecration of New Bishops
The following Bishops were Elected, Consecrated and Enthroned within the period
under review:

The Rt. Rev’d Ndubuisi Obi - Diocese of Nnewi

The Rt. Rev’d Benjamin Okeke - Diocese of Orlu

The Rt. Rev'd Geoffrey Ibeabuchi - Diocese of Umuahia

The Rt. Rev’d Joshua Taiwo - Diocese of Oke-Osun

The Rt. Rev'd Folusho Babatuniji - Diocese of Osun

The Rt. Rev’d Oluseyi Pirisola - Diocese On the Coast

The Rt. Rev’d Felix Olurunfemi - Diocese of Etsako

The Rt. Rev'd Benon Chukwunweike - Diocese of Agwu/Aninri

The Rt. Rev'd Cletus Tambari - Diocese of Gombe

The Rt. Rev’d Olukayode Adebogu - Suffragan Bishop of ADOTT
The Rt. Rev'd Adedokun Adewunmi - Suffragan Bishop of ADOTT
The Rt. Rev’d Martyn Anagbogu - Suffragan Bishop of ADOTT
The Rt. Rev’d Augustine Unuigbe - Suffragan Bishop of ADOTT
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The Rt. Rev’d Scott A. Seely - Suffragan Bishop, CANA West

The Rt. Rev’d Celestine Ironna - Suffragan Bishop, CANA West
The Rt. Rev’d Dr. Peter Oludipe - liebu Diocese

The Rt. Rev’d Adegoke Oludare Agara Idoni Diocese

The Rt. Rev'd Enoch Atuboyedia - Okirika Diocese

The Rt. Rev’d Gabriel Elebor - Esan Diocese

Translation of Bishops
The Rt. Rev’'d Jacob Bada of the Diocese of Etsako was translated to the See of Akoko.
The Rt. Rev’d Henry Okeke of Mbamili Diocese was translated to the See of |deato.

Election and Presentation of Archbishops
Within the period under review, the following Archbishops were elected and presented.

The Most Rev. Alexander Ibezim - Province of Niger
The Most Rev. Isaac Nwaobia - Province of Aba
The Most Rev. Christopher Omotunde - Province of Ondo
The Most Rev. Cyril Odutemu - Province of Bendel
The Most Rev. Marcus |brahim - Province of Jos

The Most Rev. David O. C. Onuoha Province of Owerri

THE NATION AND STATE

We thank God that by Divine providence, He made us the citizens of this country.

In this country, there are many ills which include insecurity, insurgencies, banditry,
kidnapping, herdsmen, boko haram, rape, incessant killings and blood shed, conflicts all
over. We are calling on our government at all levels to secure the lives and properties of
her citizenry. At the same time, we enjoin everybody to get involved in the fight against
these social vices/ menace. There is need for creation of jobs to handle the problem of
unemployment, which no doubt is contributing to the problems in the country as an idle
mind is the devil’s workshop. We believed that all these problems can be eradicated, if
we work on our individual lives and our families, then we will influence our society
positively. Therefore, we encourage everybody to be involved for us to have a better
nation.

The prompt introduction and signing into law of the Company and Allied Matters Acts
(CAMA) by our President, have been a controversial issue especially as relate to the
religious body. We call on our government to look into that once again and ensure that it
represents the good interest of the people, as a Democratic Government, must listen to
the agitation of the populace in order to represent the interest of the people. We advise
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that anything that will not promote peace and unity and the interest of the common man
should be avoided.

We commend the President on how he tackled the Covid-19 Pandemic with his team.
We equally thank the Nigerian Citizens for trying to keep to rules and precautionary
directives by the Presidential Task Force on Covid-19. We call on our Government, both
Federal and State to be ready always by adequately equipping and maintaining of our
health care systems for such unforeseen out-breaks in the future. However, we
sympathised with all who lost their dear ones as a result of the pandemic and the effects
of the Coronavirus in Nigeria and the world at large.

We equally want to advise our politicians that politics is not a do or die affair, we should
learn to play mature politics in this country and stop using togs to fight opponents. A
wise politician must start on time to reach out to the populace and should also be an
example to others in character, conduct, etc (1 Tim 4:12). We need selfless people to
govern our land even as the election is around the corner come 2023. God is looking for
a man who will change the political life and governance of this nation.

In addition, we commend the Governor of Imo State on his quest to rehabilitate roads
and build new ones, however, we advise our Government that any road to be
constructed should be done properly and with proper supervision to such contracts.

The plight of pensioners and payment of workers’ salaries need to be looked into. The
confusion of those paid and not paid is on increase. The salary and pension of workers
should be the first priority of any government. We equally advise our governments to
listen to the yearning of the people. We are praying for the success of this government
and call on all to support and pray for those in authority.

We commend the efforts of the Governor and the State COVID-19 Taskforce in handling
the Pandemic in this State. We also thank the health workers who sacrificed their lives
in fighting this pandemic. Your labours of love will never be in vain. We encourage all
the people in this state and country to continue to observe the COVID-19 rules and
precautionary measures until this virus is completely eradicated.

The introduction of buses for civil servants in the State by the State Government so as
to ease the transportation problem in the State is highly commended.

We bless the government and the people of Imo State and Nigeria, Amen.
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CONFERENCE THEME:
SACRIFICIAL GIVING FOR ACCOMPLISHING GOD’S MISSION AND MANDATE:
MACEDONIAN EXAMPLE (2 COR. 8:1-9)

Introduction

Giving is one of the demonstrations of God’s love to mankind. His sacrificial giving
made Him to give all to mankind — His only begotten Son as a gift to the whole world. In
the creation history in Genesis account, the Garden of Eden was a gift from God to man
for him to enjoy the creatures of God. It was glorious. Giving at whatever stage it is
demonstrated brings joy to the receiver and the giver as well. God enjoins us to give as
giving attracts blessings. No wonder the scriptures in St Luke’s Gospel Chapter 6 verse
38a states “Give, and it will be given to you.” Once you give, it attracts the blessings of
receiving in return.

The theme of this Synod points to the fact that giving is important for God’s work.
Nonetheless, giving sacrificially is most appropriate for accomplishing God’s mission
and mandate for His people/church on earth.

Exegesis (2 Cor. 8:1-9) NIV
1 And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the
Macedonian churches.
2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty
welled up in rich generosity.
3 For | testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their

ability. Entirely on their own,
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4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the
saints.

5 And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord
and then to us in keeping with God's will.

6 So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to
completion this act of grace on your part.

7 But just as you excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in
complete earnestness and in your love for us — see that you also excel in this
grace of giving.

8 | am not commanding you, but | want to test the sincerity of your love by
comparing it with the earnestness of others.

9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for
your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.

The Macedonian Church is known for her example and excellence in sacrificial giving.
Chapters 8 and 9 of 2 Corinthians are a follow-up appeal to the Corinthians concerning
the Judean and Jerusalem famine relief contribution of 1 Corinthians 16:1-3. Paul had
already taken a collection from the Gentile churches of Macedonia (9:1-2). He was now
headed for Corinth to gather the collection they had promised to make a year before. His
purpose for gathering the contribution was first to bring relief to the famine-stricken
victims of Judea (Jerusalem). However, he also wanted to let the Jewish disciples in
Judea know that the Gentile disciples cared for them. The generous contribution of the
Gentile churches would produce unity between the Jewish and Gentile churches. The
historical context of Paul’s statements in the first few verses of chapter 8 are made to
spur the Corinthians on to make the contribution by letting them know that the
Macedonian churches had already made their contributions.

St Paul’s in verse 1 wrote about the grace of giving which the Macedonian churches
have, which is different from other churches. In his first few words on this subject, Paul
shows he considers both the opportunity and the willingness to give as gift from the
grace of God to the Macedonian Churches, which is the northern part of Greece.

The southern part was called Achaia, and the city of Corinth was in the region of Achaia.
Paul writes about the example he sees in the churches of Macedonia. The churches of
Macedonia were in cities such as Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea.

Macedonians despite their great trial of affliction and though they were in deep poverty,
still gave generously (abounded in the riches of their liberality/ well up in rich generosity)
as in verse 2. The trial of affliction of the Macedonian Churches can be likened to the
situations of trial and afflictions, hardship in the present-day Nigeria and even the world
at large, yet the Macedonian Churches were able to give willingly without being
compelled and even gave all.

One may wonder why Paul wrote about giving and what he was collecting money for?
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Paul was simply raising money to help the Christians in Jerusalem, who were very poor.
He had previously mentioned this effort in 1 Cor 16: 1- 4. The poverty of the
Macedonians is confirmed by secular history as the Romans took most of their wealth
when they conquered this former homeland of Alexander the Great. Yet in their poverty
and affliction, they were able to give willingly and beyond their abilities for the work of
God in Jerusalem. In the contemporary era, one can hear people say “are they not
better than us? or giving is not to be compulsory.” This is not the case of the
Macedonian churches. They gave without compulsion or comparison of their wealth or
poverty.

In verse 3, Paul noted that the Macedonians gave in two ways. First, they gave
according to their ability although, their gift wasn’t very much but they gave all. It was not
a “large” qift in a total sense of it. Secondly, since their heart was freely willing to give,
and they gave in proportion to the little they did have, they gave beyond their ability
without being compelled. Their giving can be likened to the widow’s giving in Luke 21:
1-4 (The widow’s mite). The widow only gave two mites, which was a very small amount
of money in a common man’s sense, but she gave according to her ability. Nevertheless,
since she gave all she had — after all, she might have kept one mite to herself — she
gave beyond her ability as she gave all, and that giving was acknowledged by Jesus
Christ. The same principle of giving was evident in the Macedonian Christians as was
also acknowledged by Apostle Paul.

Paul didn’t have to beg for money from the Macedonian Christians (which he wouldn’t
have done anyway). Instead, they were begging him (imploring us) to receive the gift.
What a church! Inasmuch as the Macedonian Christians didn’t have much to give, they
really wanted to give. They saw it as a privilege to give. True Christian generosity can’t
be measured by how much you have to give; rather the willingness to give irrespective
of what you have.

Another most stricken aspect of Macedonian churches’ giving is that they did not only
give their substances but rather they gave themselves first in keeping with God’s will
(verse 5). No wonder, St Paul’s in Rom12:1, admonishes the brethren to offer
themselves as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. This by implication simply
means that we should be a worthy sacrifice before the Lord, for us to present an
acceptable gift to God. Besides, there is need for experiential knowledge of God as
one’s knowledge of God and what God can do in keeping with His promises outburst in
what one can give to God. Therefore, there is need for us to accept Jesus as our Lord
and personal Savour; be discipled into Christian maturity which then can be evident in
our Christian giving.

In verse 6 Paul was encouraging the Corinthian Churches to give as Titus was sent to
deliver the letter to the Corinthian churches, who was believed should as well encourage
the Corinthian churches to give him the collection which he would give to Paul. Titus
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was supposed to make sure that they actually followed through giving on what they had
intended to do earlier. One reason why Titus was sent with this letter was to complete
this grace in the Corinthian Christians and make certain they followed through on their
original intent. We may have intentions of what we may like to do, except those
intentions are actualized or backed up by actions, it remains mere dreams.

Another reason for Titus bringing the message from Paul was for the Corinthians to
complete the grace of giving. The Corinthian Christians may have intended to give. They
may have thought about giving. They may have been favourable to the idea of giving.
Yet all of this was useless unless they complete this grace, which is to give. Our
intentions, vows, and resolutions are useless without action. It was time for the
Corinthian Christians to act, and Titus was sent to help them do that.

Paul’s encouragement to the Christians in Corinth admonishing them to excel in the
grace of giving as they have excelled in everything — faith, speech, knowledge, diligence
and even their love for them - the servants of God. Paul encouraged them using the
example of the grace of giving which the Macedonian churches demonstrated which he
had earlier attested to as the grace which they have received from God. St Paul was
encouraging the Corinthian churches to queue into the grace of giving, which St Paul
sees not as command but also as a test of their sincerity of love to God and to others
(verses7 -8).

Paul also reminded the Corinthian Churches of the grace of God through Jesus Christ to
them and all mankind. That Christ the ultimate giver gave all for our sake, He was poor
that we may be rich, He gave out everything including His thrown to come in a human
form and to die for our sake so that we can get everything including life eternal, He
gave all sacrificially for us to be made rich(verse 9). Alleluia!

Will you also queue into this grace as St Paul admonishes the Corinthian churches and
as we also encourage you today?

Giving

Giving may refer to the following according to Wikipedia free encyclopaedia:

- Gift, which is the transfer of something without the expectation of receiving
something in return.

- Generosity, which is the habit of giving freely without expecting anything in return.

- Charity, which is the giving of help to those in need who are not related to the giver.

In any case, giving have to do with surrendering or handing over something which could

be money, other material things both physical and non-physical but tangible to someone

or organization such as church. In giving, two parties are always involved. The person

who is giving out (handing over something - the giver, and the person who receives what

is being handed over — the receiver. In giving from the above definitions, the giver does

not expect anything in return from the receiver as it is not trade by barter. This is the
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application of giving from the human point of view. But in Biblical principle, giving
attracts something in return; but it may not necessarily come from the direct person who
is receiving the gift. The reward usually comes from God Almighty. That is why the
Bible says, give and it will be given to you (Lk 6:38). Once you give, there is something
in return. But what you receive in return is determined by the quality of your gift. No
wonder Luke 6:38 continues “... good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and
running over will be put into your bosom, for with the same measure that you use, it will
be measured back to you.” There is no gain say that one(giver) receives reward for
what he/she has given. That is the Biblical principle, for whatever a man sows that he
will also reap (Gal 6:7). If you sow sparingly you reap sparingly and those who sow
bountifully reap bountifully (2 Cor 9:6). Furthermore, it is worthy to note that every
giving that one made is unto God. This simply means that as you give you are giving to
the Lord no matter the medium (receiver) through which your gift is made, it could be
through your fellow human being or the donations or offerings or gifts to the church or
ministers of God. The rewarder of every gift is God Himself. As it is written:

God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that

in all things at all times, having all that you need, you

will abound in every good work ... Now he who

supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will

also supply and increase your store of seed and will

enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be

made rich in every way so that you can be generous

on every occasion, and through us your generosity

will result in thanksgiving to God (2 Cor 9:8-11).

Types of Giving

There are different types/forms of giving that can be made in the church which include
tithe, thanksgiving, offering, stewardship, vow, first fruit, harvest, secret thanksgiving,
alms giving, donations, etc.

According to Franchitte, giving can be summed up into four types as follow:

Tithes, Seed or offerings, first fruits and Alms-giving. But for the purpose our discussion,
we will be more elaborate than restricting it to four types. We quickly look at the types
as it is applicable to our churches/diocese by being detailed as follows.

Tithes- Tithes are 10% of your income. The money/gift belongs only to God, and you
should give it only to Him regularly. Tithes are more of an act of recognition. It's also a
way of giving thanks for all the blessings that you are receiving. It is to honour and
acknowledge that God is your provider. Paying of tithe is must and non-debateable for a
Christian; as God commanded that it be brought into the storehouse, that there may be
food in the house of God (Mal 3:10). A writer says that ten percent is no longer a
command, it's a goal - a goal in personal giving to the Lord that demonstrates strong
faith; spiritual maturity; confidence in the future; concern for the lost; and devotion to the

35



church; etc (Mazzalongo, 2020). (See Lev 27: 30-33, Gen 28:22, 2 Chr. 31:6, Mal 3:10,
Jer. 33:11). May God help us to faithful pay our tithe in Jesus name, Amen.

Offering - An offering is that which is freely given by Christians to the work of the Lord,
the local Church, and/ or ministries and missions. Offerings are far more than money or
resources. We are to offer much more to God than materials and resources. Rm 12:1
exhorts us to offer our bodies as living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God as part of our
worship. Rm 6:13 gives the reason for offering ourselves. Because we are those who
have been brought from death to life and as such should offer the parts of our body to
Him as instrument of righteousness. God is more interested in our submission and
obedience than material offerings. This is one unique thing about the Macedonia giving
(2Cor 8:5). God owns everything we have and has the absolute right to control them the
way He wants (Job 42:2, 12-16), but what God desires from us is a pure heart
overflowing with gratitude and thanksgiving to Him who save us ( 1 Pet 2: 9) and gives
us all things, knowing our needs before we even ask (Mt. 6:8).

Harvests — It is a form of thanksgiving to God. It is a time to thank God for the
numerous blessings we have received including the yield from our land which God
himself has caused to grow and bear good fruits. There are different forms of harvest
which include first fruit harvest, cash/silver harvest, crop/main harvest/Annual harvest,
etc, as the name may imply. During harvest thanksgiving, you are showing gratitude for
what God has blessed you with, and His saving grace and nobody should appear before
the Lord empty-handed (Deu. 16: 13 -17, Lev.23: 8-40). We come to show God's
goodness in the harvest seeing all the various stages, from the sowing of the seed to the
reaping time; from the sweet greenness of spring to the golden glow and manifold
glories of harvest. All this is just God. During all the ages of the past, God has blessed
the labours of the husbandman, and every year we see new proofs of his faithfulness,
and enjoy richer manifestations of his love and bounty (Forsyth, 2010). God established
harvest through the covenant He made with Noah “While the earth remaineth, seedtime
and harvest...shall not cease" (Gen. 8:22) and as we come for harvest, we are simply
praising the name of our God and in keeping with the covenant God established. The
most important of harvest is for us all to be partakers of the Harvest of the Lamb (Rev.
14: 14 -16, Mt. 13: 30). Our prayer is that we be gathered as wheat unto God’s barn
when He will come to harvest His Church in Jesus name, Amen.

Alms-giving - Aims-giving is given made to man. Alms are for humankind, but we must
bear in mind that every gift you are giving is as unto the Lord who is also the rewarder.
James 1:27 states that “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is
this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being
polluted by the world. This giving should not pollute you. It shouldn’t lead you to sin as to
attract reward; as the Bible says:
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“...But when you give to the needy, do not let
your left hand know what your right hand is
doing, so that your giving may be in secret.
Then your Father who sees what is done in
secret will reward you” (Mt 6:1-4).

Your giving could be by rendering services to someone or in your churches. Peter gave
arm by rendering his spiritual gift to one in need as seen in Act 3 :6:

“...Silver and Gold | do not have, but what | do

have | give: In the name of Jesus Christ of

Nazareth rise up and walk....” (Act3:6-7).
But remember, you need to have the right intentions and motives when giving. Your
heart should be pure and clear when doing such selfless acts and God will bestow His
blessings upon you. (Gal 6:6-10).

Vow: Vow is a promise or pledge of what you have proposed to give to God when you
receive an answer to your pray or desire. It is a promise to worship God with a certain
offering in the future, motivated by gratitude for God’s grace in the life of the giver
(offerer). The reason for the delay in making the offering was that the offerer was not
able at that moment to make the offering. The vow was made, promising to offer
something to God, if God would intervene on behalf of the individual. The Leviticus
chapter 27 outlines the different categories of things that can be used to make a vow
to God as follow: People (vv1-8), animals (vv9-13), houses (vv14-15), inheritance (family
land) (vv16-21), land (non-family) (vv22-25), or any other material gift you have pledged.

Vows are not to be made hastily (Eccl 5:2). Vows are usually between the giver and
God. For example, Hannah made a vow to God when she was asking God for a baby (1
Sam 1:10-11). Other instances of people that made vows to God include Jacob who
vowed to pay tithe if God would bless and keep him (Gen.28:20-22); Manoah and his
sterile wife who made offering before the birth of Samson (Judg. 13); when the
Israelites fought the Canaanites king of Arad, they vowed to utterly destroy their cities if
God gave them victory ( Num. 21:1-3); Jephthah vowed to offer God the first thing to
come from his tent to greet him which proved to be his only daughter (Judg. 11:29-40);
Jonah made a vow in the belly of the fish that swallowed him (Jonah 2:9).
Whenever, a vow is made to God, endeavour to fulfii the vow as there may be
tendencies of not fulfilling the vow, in which case you are still indebted to God and God
sees that person as a fool.

“When you make a vow to God, do not delay

in fulfilling it. He has no pleasure in fools;

fulfil your vow. It is better not to vow than to

make a vow and not fulfil it. Do not let your

mouth lead you into sin. And do not protest to

the temple messenger, “My vow was a
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mistake.” Why should God be angry at what

you say and destroy the work of your hand?”

Eccl 5:4-6.
Note our God is a covenant keeping God and He must surely fulfil His part (Ps 89:28-34,
Lk1:72-75).

Thanksgiving: This is what you have willingly decided to give to God in
acknowledgement of what God has done or what God is to you. It is grateful
acknowledgement of benefits or favours received from God. Some do daily
thanksgiving, some weekly or monthly or yearly and some as occasion or events unfold.
It is given for the work of God in our local churches (1 Cor. 16:1-2). It is worthy to note
that everyday is a day of thanksgiving so long as we are alive. We should thank God for
His keeping and mercies upon our lives (Ps 103: 1- 11). It is a means of showing
gratitude to God for all He has done for us. It is also a way of making our requests
known to God (Phil 4:6).

Stewardship: This is also known as planned giving. This is what one has planned to
give to God and how and when to give. This is usually done on weekly basis in our
churches in support of God’s work. The important thing is that it is what you have
planned to give as God loves a cheerful giver (2 Cor 9:7).

Worthy of note is that every giving ought to be sacrificial, willingly made and God will be
glorified through your giving for that to attract God’s blessings. Unfortunately, many have
given without receiving any blessing. Cain made an offering (giving) to God and Abel
also did, while God accepted Abel’s gift, Cain’s gift was rejected (Gen 4:3-5). We should
be careful whenever we offer any gift to God.
There are some gift (giving) that in human sight, it is “glorious”; it is as if God has
accepted that, yet before God, it is blemish. That is why Malachi says:

“ ... If  am a father, where is my honour due me?... It is

you, O priests, who show contempt for your name?

“You place defiled food on my altar... when you bring

blind animals for sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you

sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong?

Try offering them to your governor! Would he be

pleased with you? Would he accept you? Says the

LORD Almighty.” Now implore God to be gracious to us.

With such offerings from your hands, will he accept

you? ....” (Mal 1: 6 -9)
May God help us to offer an acceptable sacrifice unto Him in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Sacrificial Giving

One may ask what is sacrificial giving: Sacrificial Giving is the act of giving or

surrendering something of value for the sake of having something of a higher value or a
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pressing claim. It is to give out/give away goods or properties regardless of the profit or
its worth. It is when you give away something that is dear to you or costly, for the sake
of honouring God. It has to be of a great personal value/cost to the giver. Simply put
sacrificial giving is giving willingly beyond our means. It is a sacrifice that is a proof of
faith and trust in God as well as demonstration of our love for God. This kind of giving
will not ordinarily come except for the knowledge and love of God. It is a sacrifice that is
made that in the eyes of a “common/ordinary man”, he sees that as “stupid” or “crazy” or
‘waste” (Mk 14:3-9, Gen 22: 2-12). A woman came with an alabaster jar of very
expensive perfume... and poured the perfume on his (Jesus’) head... “Why this waste of
perfume?” ... And they rebuke her harshly” (Mk 14: 3-5). This woman was identified by
John as Mary (Jn 12:3). Abraham sacrificed his only son (Gen 22:12). Note the
woman that poured costly oil on Jesus was rebuked harshly not softly for the waste,
even Abraham sacrificing his only son, does it not look crazy or stupid? But in any case,
God gave them greater reward (Mk 14: Gen 22: 13 -18, Mk 14: 6- 9). The widow at
Zarephath never had any bread, but first made a bake of bread for the man of God
Elijah with the only little oil and a handful of flour in a jar and her oil never run dry and
her flour was never used up during the drought (1 Kg17:8-16). They early Church
shared all they had, sold their possessions to give to everyone in need and there were
no needy among them (Act 2:44, 4:32). There is no doubt that sacrificial giving awakens
God’s grace and blessings upon the giver (Mal 3:10, Dt. 28: 1 14, Heb. 6:13 15). Jesus
says “If you then, though are evil knows how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!” (Mt 7:11).
May God give us the hearts to give sacrificially to Him in Jesus name, Amen.

Hinderances to Sacrificial Giving

There are many hinderances to sacrificial giving, we will simply look at three as follows:
(1)  Heart hinderance: According to him, if your hearts have not been surrendered to
God as a living sacrifice (Rom 12:1-2), then sacrificial giving will remain an inner
struggle. But when our lives are surrendered to God, then our resources will also be
surrendered to God as well. It becomes easy for one to acknowledge that all that | am,
and all that | have belong to Jesus. The rich fool never realized that until his life was
taken from him (Lk 12:17- 20).

(2) Love hinderance: If you love the world and the things of the world, your love for
God is superficial (1 Jn 2:15-16). If you look at the things of the world, you cannot do the
will of the Father. No wonder the Bible says that friendship with the world is enmity with
God (Jas 4:4). Besides, you can’t serve two masters at a time, you will love one and
hate the other (Mt 6:24).

(3) Debt hinderance: Until we understand that someone has paid our debts, we will
still be feeling indebted and cannot be free to give sacrificially. Jesus has paid all your
debt and as such you are not indebted to anything/anyone, so nothing should hinder you
from giving sacrificially and receiving the blessings inherent in sacrificial giving (Mt
18:24-27).
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God’s Mission and Mandate

Mission is a set of tasks that fulfils a purpose or duty; an assignment set by an employee.
Mandate is an official or authoritative command; an order or injunction; a commission.

The word Mission comes from the Latin verb Missio, which means “to send”. Missions
have to do with sending. In the Scriptures, we see the verb to send being used in many
ways. The way the whole life of the Church and the whole experience of the Christian
are rooted ultimately in some kind of sending that is founded in the authority and the
action of God Himself which was carried out by God sending His only Son (Jn 3:16).

It is God who institutes, sanctities, and mandates the mission of Church. The mission of
God is not to condemn the world, but that the world through His Son Jesus Christ could
be saved, that is for the redemption of mankind (Jn 3:17).

As God has sent His Son Jesus Christ so also Jesus sent His disciples into the world
(Jn 17:18). This is the basis for the mission of the Church. God sent Christ; Christ then
sent the Church. Remember that Christ is the head of the Church, and we are the body
of Christ whom Christ has sent.

God’s Mission can be accomplished through church planting, medical care, education,
agricultural resources, provision of social amenities like pipe-borne water in addition to
the most importantly preaching the gospel. We need more labourers in fulfilling the
mandate from Christ to take the gospel to the ends of the earth. No wonder the Bible
says that the harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few (Mt 9:37).

It is of utmost importance to fulfil the mandate from Christ to carry the gospel to the ends
of the earth (Mt 28:19- 20, Mk 16: 15-18).

It is worthy to note that the mission of God has always been a sending programme. God
spoke to Abram in the land of the Chaldeans and sent him to a new land where he
would be father of a great nation (Gen 12:1-9). He appeared to Moses in the wilderness
and sent him to Pharaoh to let His people go (Ex 3:7-10). God sent His children out of
Egypt and into the promised land. When the children of God (lsraelites) were
disobedient to the Covenant that God had made with them, He sent the prophets to
warn them. When that didn’t bring them around, He sent His Son (Jn 3:16).

In the time of the New Testament, an apostle was one who would carry the authority to
speak in the name of the one who had sent Him. The first Apostle in the New Testament
is Christ Himself; who was sent by the Father (Jn 3:16). When Jesus was about to
ascend into heaven, He told the disciples (Apostles) to wait for the power from above
(Holy Spirit) so that they can complete the ministry (mission) of Christ to the world - to
every tongue, every nation, every tribe, to the utmost end of the earth (Act 1:8). This is
to ensure they are adequately equipped for the task ahead in the mission field.
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Paul in Rom 10:13 says that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be
saved. Paul went further to ask;

‘How, then can they call on the one they have not
believed in? And how can they believe in the one of
whom they have not heard? And how can they hear
without someone preaching to them? And how can they
preach unless they are sent?” (Rom 10:14-15).

From Rom 10:14-15, it becomes imperative that someone must be sent to preach the
good news to the people; so that they can hear, understand, believe and be able to call
upon the name of Jesus to be saved. This is the mission of God, established by Christ
Himself and handed over to the Church (disciples) to continue unto the end (Mt 28:19-20,
Mk 16:15-18). What a great commission! This great commission is God’s mandate for
the Church; that the gospel be preached from ages to ages; to the uttermost part of the
earth so that the lost world will come to the knowledge of Christ and be saved as it is not
God’s intention that any should perish but have everlasting life (Mt 18:4, Jn 6:40-47, 2
Pet 3:9).

Conclusion

God’s mission is to save mankind. As it is written in the scriptures that the will of God is
not that anyone should perish but to have everlasting life that is in Christ Jesus (Jn 3:16,
Jn 6:40, Jn 10:10, 2 Pet 3:9, Mt 18:14).

God’s mission is to save mankind; to give life eternal to man. He came that man can
turn from his original sinful ways of life that is devoid of life in Christ and enter into life
eternal which only Jesus can give. In order to restore man to Himself, God sent His only
begotten son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life
(Jn 3:16). Jesus is the only way to eternal life (Jn 14:6) and He was sacrificed for us to
have life.

God’s Mission to save man was achieved through Jesus Christ and who came to the
world to reconcile man to God and also preaching and teaching (disciplining people) to
come to the salvation in Christ Jesus. When Jesus was about to leave the world (going
back to the Father); He gave the mandate of God to the disciples to accomplish which
they could only do when they receive power from above (Act 1:8). And God’s mandate
was given explicitly to the disciples by Jesus Christ (Mt 28:19-20, Mk 16:15-16) as thus:

“Go into the world and preach the good news to all creation....” (Mk 16:15) as recorded
by St Mark or “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations .....” (Mt 28:19) as
recorded by St Matthew.
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Jesus commissioned and empowered the disciples by fulfilling the promise of the Father
in Act 2 by sending the Holy Spirit.

We charge you therefore in order to accomplish God’s mission and mandate, sacrificial
giving is required from everyone who is a Christian and committed in doing God’s will.
The mandate is “Go” and ‘Go’ is an action word. This by implication is that we as
Christians must take action in accomplishing this mandate and one of such is giving for
the mission work and giving sacrificially for us to actualize the purpose/mandate of our
calling.

Such sacrificial giving can include giving yourself to render services, give your time,
talent and material resources such as money, land, buildings, vehicles, space, animals,
or sponsoring people in the mission field, etc.

You should give them willingly and cheerfully without compulsion as the Macedonian
churches remembering what God has done for you and who God is. Above all, you must
give your life as the Macedonian churches first gave their lives and their sacrifices were
acceptable unto God.

Dear people of God, some have given and attracted blessings to themselves and some,
their gifts were abomination before God. Cain and Abel gave to God (Gen 4:2- 14), The
early church gave (Act 4: 32- 35), Barnabas (Act 4:36-37), Ananias and Sapphira (Act 5:
1-10), Peter( Act 3:6-10), Abraham (Gen 22: 2-14), Hannah (1 Sam 1: 20), Noah ( Gen
8:18- 22), the widow at Zarephath (1 Kg17:8-16) to mention but a few. Noah’s sacrifice
made God changed His mind concerning mankind. What are you giving to the Lord? Will
it attract blessings? May God help us to give acceptable gifts to Him as we can actually
know what is acceptable and not acceptable to God (Lev 22: 17 -23, Mal 1: 6- 14, Rom
12:1).

Dear people of God, God gave all for your sake, He gave Himself for you. He owns your
life and wealth. May | remind you once again in our Igbo saying: “Chukwu nwe ndu gi,
Chukwu nwekwa ihe nile.” What then are you giving to the Lord?

Thank you for listening and please join me as we sing Abu 128 / A&M 361

A &M 361 Abu 128

1 Take my life, and let it be 1 Were ndum, Nna, K’o buru
Consecrated, Lord, to thee; Ih’edoro nso nye Gi;
Take my moments and my days, Were ubochim nile,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. Ka ha neru n’otuto.
Take my hands, and let them move 2 Wer’ akam ka ha neme
At the impulse of thy love. K’ihu-n’anya-Gi si cho;
Take my feet, and let them be Were ukwum, me ka ha
Swift and beautiful for thee Di nfe n’ije-o0zi-Gi.
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2 Take my voice, and let me sing

Always, only, for my King;

Take my lips, and let them be
Filled with messages from thee
Take my silver and my gold;

Not a mite would | withhold.

Take my intellect, and use

Every power as thou shalt choose

Take my will, and make it thine;
It shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart: it is thine own;
It shall be thy royal throne.
Take my love; my Lord, | pour
At thy feet its treasure-store,
Take myself, and | will be

Ever, only, all for thee.

Were olum, ka m’nabu
Abu nye nani Ezem;
Were irem, me k’o jue
N’ozi oma si na Gi

Were akum na egom,

O nwegh nke gafodurum;
Were uchem n’ikem dum,
Me ka o si di Gi nma.

Wer’ ochichom, me ya nke-|
O gagh-abu nkem 0zo;
Were obim: Gi nwe ya,

O gabu och’eze-Gi.
Onye-nwem, ihu-n’anyam
Ka m ‘togboro n’ukwu-Gi;
Wer'onwem, agamabu

Nani nke-Gi mgbe nile.

Amen Amen.
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