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INTRODUCTION:

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen.

We return all gory to our only God and Heavenly Father who sustained us and guided us from
our last Synod till this year's Synod. We are grateful to God for the gift of one another, which
reflects the beauty of God and for the encouragement we exhibit to one another. May God’s
name be praised.

In 2019 our Synod theme was: “You Are Important: Divine Recognition for Effective Church
Growth and Expansion” (Mark 16:15)

In 2020 we looked at the theme “Sacrificial Giving For Accomplishing God’s Mission and
Mandate: Macedonian Example (2 Cor. 8:1-19).

In this year 2021, under the direction of God, we are looking at this all important theme:
Encouragement, an inevitable tool in Kingdom Expansion — the life and work of Biblical
Barnabas (Acts 4:32-37).

We pray that the Almighty God will help us to be an instrument for encouraging one another in
Jesus name, Amen.

APPRECIATION AND WELCOME

We thank God as a people for His enablement for us to gather in this year’'s Synod holding at St.
Peter's Anglican Church, lkenegbu, Owerri. This gathering is unto God and to the blessing of
His children. We therefore welcome all delegates and appreciate your presence in this Synod
that holds from the 30" September to 3™ October, 2021.

We welcome and appreciate all our Church leaders and fathers in the Lord especially His Grace,
the Most Rev. David O. C. Onuoha, the Archbishop of Owerri Ecclesiastical Province of Owerri
and Bishop of Okigwe South and my brother bishops here present. | salute in a special way our
Guest Speaker/Preacher, the Rt. Rev. Stanley David Fube, Lord Bishop of Langtang, Plateau
State and our Bible Study Facilitator, Rt. Rev. Jezreel Vandal, Lord Bishop of Zaki-Biam, Benue
State.

| welcome and appreciate my partner in progress, Mrs. Chidiebere Chukwuma Oparah (Mama
Owerri), President, Women’s Ministries. Thank you for your prayers and support. | appreciate
our children as well — Miracle, Marvelous, Magnify, Mmesoma and Melody

All our priests and their wives — Archdeacons, Administrators, Rector, All Canons and
Reverends and all Evangelists. Well-done, as you continue to serve God and humanity.

Our Legal Officers deserve our appreciation: Lord Chancellor, Hon Justice Lady Evelyn
Anyadike,our Registrar/Clerk, Barr. Sir Chukwuma Ekomaru, (SAN); Barr. Leslie Njemanze,
Barr. Osita Nwanjo, Barr. Kelechi Akuruka, Barr. Lady Chioma Emukah, Ph.D, thank you all for
being an encouragement to us.

The Synod Organising and Management Committee led by the Clerical Synod Secretary, Ven.
Michael Amadi and the Synod Contact and Mobilisation ably led by Sir Henry Ogojiaku. We
appreciate you.

We also appreciate and welcome different groups in our Diocese — the Knights and Ladies of St.
Christopher ably led by Sir Chiweuba Amachi. The Lay Coordinator of the Men’s Ministries,
Engr. Sir Baldwin Onozie and all men, Women Ministries, AYF (youths), EFAC, ACM, Boys and
Girls Brigade etc. our Brothers and sisters in our Diocese and in Diaspora we are always
connected through prayer. May God bless you all in Jesus name.



All Synod Delegates, Bishop’s Nominee, invited Guests, Synod Angels, Choir, Medical Team,
Diocesan Staff and all the people here. May God bless you for being here. Amen.

HISTORY OF IKENEGBU AREA

ST. PETER’S (ANG.) CHURCH, IKENEGBU, OWERRI
CHURCH PLANTING/INCEPTION

Event starts a history; thus, the history of St. Peter's (Ang.) Church, Ikenegbu, Owerri, started with a
stupendous event in March, 1992. The event which was a weeklong crusade stretching from 9t to 14t
march, 1992 was organized by St. Andrew’s Anglican Church, Aladinma, Owerri through her Evangelism
Wing headed by Mr. Albert Ukonu (as then was) and under the leadership of Rev. S.M Obi (later
Archdeacon and now late) and assisted by Rev. C.C Esonu. Speakers during the crusade were Rev.
Sam C. Chukwuka (as then was) from St. Baths Anglican Church, Enugu who later grew to the status of
Bishop and was the Bishop of Isukwuato/Umunochi Diocese and Rev. lkechukwu Eze from St. Michael’s
& All Angels(Ang.) church, Aba. The aim of this Crusade was to foster church growth through
evangelism; providing a place of worship for Anglicans in lkenegbu Community as the area was
developing rapidly as a result of encroaching urbanization.

The weeklong crusade culminated to the first Sunday worship on 15" March, 1992 at the long-
abandoned Youth Fellowship Center, No. 22 Ekwema Crescent, Ikenegbu, Layourt Owerri. The church
then kick-started from this cradle with such a euphoria that made the congregation spontaneously and in
unison, nicknamed her; “Bethel (Ang.) Church (a place of encounter with God). This church was
eventually officially christened in Nov, 1997 as St Peters Anglican Church which is the current name
she bears by His Lordship, Most Rev. Benjamin C. Nwankiti (of the blessed memory), the then Bishop of
the Diocese of Owerri and Archbishop of the Old Province Il (East of the Niger) in the Church of Nigeria.

Rev. S.M. Obi,( as then was), as Priest incharge of St. Andrew’s Church, Aladinma, played a
supervisory role at St. Peter's Church, lkenegbu till Rev. Clinton C. Esonu was officially posted to the
new church as the first Priest incharge. The Ikenegbu church had its first Parochial Church Committee
(PCC) election on 22" March, 1992. Mr. Albert Ukonu (LaterVenerable and of the blessed memory)
became the first Pastor's Warden; A.C Dike (now K.S.C), the first People’s Warden and Treasurer and
other elected executives.

THE PARISH STATUS.

St. Peter's (Ang.) Church, Ikenegbu, started as a station under Aladinma Parish, as mentioned earlier
under the pastoral charge of Rev. Clinton Esonu. It continued as a station till 23 February, 2003, when
it was elevated and inaugurated as a Parish under the tenure of Rev. Jonathan C.E. Nwachukwu (now
Venerable in the Diocese of Ikeduru), by the then Bishop of Owerri Diocese, His Lordship, Rt. Rev. Cyril
C. Okorocha (Ph.D), now retired.

St. Peter's Church has since then steadily continued to progress from this stage/level.

THE AREA STATUS

On Sunday 6th of October 2019 during the maiden Synod thanksgiving service of the present
episcopacy, the church was further elevated and pronounced an “AREA”, having made a giant stride in
planting two other churches under its superintendence. Subsequently, the Rev Canon Barr Festus
Opara (as then was) was appointed the Administrator of the new Area by the Bishop. Furthermore, the
new Administrator was preferred the Archdeacon of lkenegbu Area on Sunday, 28" March, 2021 during
a colourful Palm Sunday Service by Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, Ph.D, JP, Lord Bishop of
Anglican Diocese of Owerri. It hoped that having now an installed Archdeacon, the Area will be made a
full-fledged Archdeaconry in the near future.

CHURCH FORMATIONS/STRUCTURES

THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COMMITTEE (PCC)

The Church could not have done anything in terms of infrastructural and all other forms of development
without a well-organized P.C.C. The composition of the first generation of P.C.C is shown below:
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Rev. S. M. Obi ( as then was) -
Rev. C.C Esonu (now Venerable) -
Sir S.D Okorie -

Chairman
Curate
Secretary

A. A. Ukonu (Later Venerable and of the blessed memory)

Arc Dennis S Nkachukwu (now Retired Canon)

Sir Amos C. Dike
J.N Aralu

James Nwangboku
Sir Levi A Kamalu
Sir Godwin Osuji
Sir S.I. Nwaigwe
Nwogu

Mr. E.C Uba

Mrs. Sophy Nwosu
Asso. Prof Godson Adindu
T.U Alozie (Late)

Pastors’ Warden/Leader St. Stephen’s Family
-Fin. Secretary

- Peoples Warden /Treasurer
- Member

- Member

- Member

- Youth Leader

- Leader St. Paul's Family

- Leader St .Barnabas Family
- Member

- Member

- Member

- Member

The lists of all Church Wardens ,Treasurers and Secretaries inception include;

Pastors Wardens

Peoples’ Wardens

Mr. Albert A. Ukonu (now Venerable)

Sir Amos C. Dike

Arc. D.S Nkachukwu (now Retired Canon)

Lady Rose Osisiogu

Mr. Ndubusi Nwaubani

Engr. I.G Onyeje

Chief Golden O. Ibezim (KSC)

Dr. Chibuike Nwachukwu

Dr. Chibuike Nwachukwu

Sir Chuks Azuonwu

Sir Laz Urenyere

Sir Ken Dimeke

Sir Chuks Azuonwu

Mr Okechukwu Jonas

Mrs Adanma Egwuatu

Dr Murphy Uchechukwu

Mr Chibuike Unamba

Mr Chima Onyedineke

Mr Okwuchukwu Nnaobi

Mrs Esther Nwanguma

Treasurers

Secretaries

15t Sir Amos C. Dike

15t Sir S. O Okorie

2" |_ady Rose Osisiogu

2" Mr. J.O Benjamin

3 Lady Ify Onyeali

3 Sir Golden O. Ibezim

4" Mrs. Ngozi Osui

4t Mr. S.U. Anyanwu

5" Mr. Tim Onyenanu

5t Barr Nnenna Eronini

6" Mr. Ken Udemba

7" Sir Goddy Osuiji

8" Sis Edna Echeanyanwu

9t Mr Edwin Irechukwu ( Jnr)

SERVED AND SERVING CHURCH WORKERS

The following are the lists of church workers posted to St Peter's Church lkenegbu in a tabular form;

S/N | Name of Priest(s) Duration Position/Office

1. Rev. Clinton Esonu 1992-1993 Priest I/C

2. Ord Albert Ukonu 1993 Ordinand

3 Rev. Chimezie Onyenuma 1993-1994 Priest I/C

4. Ord Chukwudum Onwuka 1993 Ordinand

5 Rev. J.0.J. Ezeji 1994-1995 Priest i/c

6. Ord. (later Rev.) Ben. Nwaneri 1994-1995 Assisting Priest

7. Rev. Eleazer Kayode 1995-1997 Priest I/C

8. Rev. C.T. Onwuka 1995-2000 Assisting Priest/ later Priest 1/C
9 Rev. Chimezie Onyenuma 2000-2002 Priest I/C

10. | Ord( Later) Innocent. Agunanne 2000-2001 Ordinand/Later Deacon




11 Ord. (later Rev.) Akajiaku Chukwuocha 2001-2002 Church Teacher/Deacon
12. Rev. J.,C.E. Nwachukwu 2002-2005 Priest I/C/lIst Vicar

13. Rev. Evans Amadi 2002-2004 Curate

14. Tim Ashama 2003-2006 Youth Pastor/ Church Teacher
15. Rev. Chidiebere Njoku 2004-2006 Curate

16. | Rev. (later Rev. Canon.) Clinton Ogbugh 2005-2013 Vicar

17. Mr. Uche ljeoma 2006 Church Teacher

18. Engr. Chidi Mbilitam 2006-2008 Church Teacher

19. Rev. Ray Onukwugha 2008-2009 Curate

20. Mr. (later Revd.) Obioma Ashiegbu 2008-2013 ChurchTeacher/ Curate Il
21. Rev. C.U. Nwakwue 2009-2013 Curate |

22 Rev. (later Ven .) Dr. Festus Opara 2013- Till Date Vicar/lst Archdeacon

23 Rev. Sam Ndukwu 2013-2018 Curate

24, Mr. Uche Okoronkwo 2017-2019 Church Teacher

25 Rev Aaron Orji 2019-2020 Curate

26 Rev Dr Joseph Onyekuru 2020-Date Curate

ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT

The Church has a functional office established in 2014 with a Secretary/Clerk and two support staff. The
Church at present has 10 families plus a family for the priests. The Church families include; Praise
Family, New Covenant family, New Life family, Redemption family, Testifiers family, Transfiguration
family and Victory family for adults. The rest are youth families, which include Chosen Generation family,
Pacesetters family and Living Spring family.

SPIRITUALITY/MEANS OF GRACE
The area of focus in this sub-head is the area of Sunday services, bible studies, confirmation classes,
evangelical programmes, etc.

SUNDAY SERVICES

At the inception of the church in 1992, the church held regular Sunday services at the present church
hall which was formerly the abandoned Youth Centre Hall. Only combined services were run due to the
number. As time went on, the church ran a two-service structure at 7.00am and 10.00am apart from
harvest days and other special celebration Sundays as the Vicar deems fit. Normally, the Eucharistic
service holds every first Sunday of the month or otherwise announced. During the heydays of the
COVID-19 restrictions /lockdown, five worship times were instituted to achieve social distancing in
compliance with COVID Protocols of 50 worshippers per service. After that era, the church established a
three services structure namely; 6:00am-8:00am, 8:00am-10:00am, 10:00am-12noon.As a celebrating
church, the sung Eucharistic is in use in most of the communion services. Much thanks to the choir for
singing well. Apart from the Eucharistic services, our usual matins are most lively and enrapturing as we
approach every worship time before God's presence.

CONFIRMATION SERVICES /CLASSES

Confirmation classes hold Sunday evenings or whenever scheduled by the facilitators. The church have
hosted the Bishops of the Diocese at several times for confirmation services. According to records
available, the church hosted a confirmation service in April 2013. The church hosted the 2017
confirmation 1t Holy Communion service on August, by His Lordship, Rt. Revd. Cyril C. Okorocha Ph.D.
It was a wonderful time as the confirmands were imbued with the Holy Spirit. Our parish had about 41
candidates as at that time. Another confirmation service was held on Sunday 11" August 2011 for
Ikenegbu Parish by His Lordship, Rt Revd Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah Ph.D, the Bishop of Owerri.
The Parish had 87 candidates. The Church hosts another confirmation service on Sunday,26™
September, 2021.

PROJECTS
THE OLD VICARAGE
Records have it that the old bungalow vicarage was started in 1994 under the residency of Rev. J.O.J.
Ezeji. The edifice was completed under Rev. E.O. Kayode in 1996, Several renovations and expansion
have been done by almost all church administrators that served in the church.
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NEW ULTRA-MODERN VICARAGE

Sometime in 2015 shortly after the dedication of the church building and landscaping the entire church
compound, an idea to erect an ultra- modern vicarage was mooted at the then P CC. This move was
unanimously supported hence the project committee was mandated to commence the preliminary
logistics towards achieving such a laudable feat. Subsequently, an architectural plan was drawn and
presented for approval by the PCC. About 70% of the materials needed for the construction were
procured with the hope of having the ‘fastest completed parsonage in the Diocese.” The project proposal
was later presented to the then Bishop, Rt Revd Cyril . C . Okorocha Ph.D, who preferred the building of
a school block to that of a Parsonage for obvious reasons. Hence the church embarked on the erection
of the Secondary school block under construction till date.

Consequent upon the conferment of the 2021 Synod hosting rights on lkenegbu Area, the need for a
befitting parsonage remained effaced. In January 2021, the idea to build a parsonage was approved by
the PCC and the drawing having earlier = endorsed by the Lord Bishop in 2020 after visiting the
proposed site. In February same year, the four — room Primary School block at the present site was
demolished to make way for the new building. In the month of March following, excavations on the
approved site commenced in earnest under the leadership of Ven Dr Festus Opara as Archdeacon/
Vicar and Arc Ifeanyi Amarabe as Project Committee Chairman and Site supervisor, Arc Bill lheanacho
(Co- supervisor), Sir Engr Amah Njoku and Bro Uche Ibekwe . Much thanks goes to Bro Uche Ibekwe
who assisted in no small measure in the supply of the materials for the building and for the financial
accommodation given to the church to this regard of which the church is extremely grateful. The
dedication of the new parsonage was on 26" September, 2021 by the Lord Bishop, Anglican Diocese of
Owerri, Rt Revd Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, Ph.D. JP, accompanied by his wife, Mama Owerri, Mrs.
Chidiebere C. Oparah.

CHURCH HALL

The present Church/School hall was an abandoned and dilapidating Diocesan Youth Centre which was
built around the 1980’s. The Center was hitherto abandoned and was left to be a rubbish bin and unholy
haven for the mentally- challenged and drug peddlers. At the imprimatur of the then Bishop of Owerri
Anglican Diocese, Late Rt. Rev. Benjamin Nwankiti ( of the blessed memory) , the center was
rehabilitated for regular Sunday worship for the church at her inception. Upon all the donations, records
had it that Engr. Ezekiel Izuogu (now late) donated the first ceiling fans for the Church. The edifice
served as a temporary place of Church worship until 18" July, 2007 when Sunday services were moved
to the present Church auditorium. In 2015, the present administration of Rev. Canon Festus roofed the
decked hall so as to preserve the building and to make it conducive for school learning and usage.
Following the conferment of the hosting rights to lkenegbu Area at Holy Trinity Church, Uratta 2020
Synod, the Church under the charge of the present Vicar and Archdeacon, Ven Barr Festus Opara,
commenced the remodeling and modernization of the hall, Thus, another hall was built making it a
storey building so as to host the teeming number of delegates to the Synod. At present, the block has
about two large halls with the capacity of accommodating five hundred persons (500) each. The hall
block was dedicated on Sunday, 26" September, 2021 by His Lordship, Rt Rev Chukwuma Chinekezi
Opara Ph.D, JP, the Bishop of Owerri Diocese as one of the activities marking the 2021 synod
preparations.

CHURCH BUILDING

On November 1%t, 1997, His Grace, the Most Revd. Benjamin C. Nwankiti (now of the blessed memory)
led the foundation of the present church building. Various resident priests and vicars worked assiduously
towards achieving the feat of erecting a befitting place of worship. Among the various administrations/
priests incharge that saw to this actualization include; Rev. (now Ven) C.T. Onwuka, Rev, (now Ven.)
C.C. Onyenuma, Rev. ( now Ven) J.C.E. Nwachukwu and Rev. Canon Chris Ogbugh who saw to a
large extent the completion of the structure. The Church auditorium was eventually completed and
dedicated by the Rt. Revd. Cyril C. Okorocha, Ph.D, the then Bishop of Owerri on Saturday, 14"
December, 2013 under the charge of Rev Barr Festus Opara( as then was). Numerous aspects of the
Church building project were undertaken by several priests- incharge. The foundation was laid in 1994
under Rev., Canon C.T. Onwuka’s residency, Rev. C.C. Onyenuma continued with the structure. It was
under the administration of Rev. J.C.E. Nwachukwu that the galleries and entire structure reached the
lintel level. The building was roofed in 2007, later the Church floor were tilled. The marble lectern,
reading desk, pulpit, and baptismal font were donated from the harvest proceeds from defunct St. Silas
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family in December, 2011. The Church ceiling was done in December 2012 by the Women’s Ministries
of which an anonymous donor gave a donation of N3 million. The ceiling work was completed in
February 2013. All these accomplishments were done under the regime of Rev. Canon Chris Ogbugh.
At the take-off of the residency of Rev Barr Festus Opara in May 2013, the church completed the tilling
of the Church especially of the outer and inner stairs, the painting of the church auditorium and the
ceiling of the porch. The marble alter rail was a donation by a philanthropist who preferred to be
anonymous. The Church pews were donations from several individuals in the Church. The chair stall
and vestry were projects of the choir. The office of the Vicar, the boardroom and secretariat were
installed during the dedication period. Some doors and windows were installed at the Boardroom and
other places at the Church. The electrification project of the Church was done and the media
accessories were installed in the Church. It is on record that various Works/Project Committee head
included; Mr. (now Rev.) E. Aniam, Sir S.I. Nwigwe, Mr. N.D. Nwaobunwa, Engr. I.J. Onyeje, Engr. Sir
Amah Njoku assisted by Arc. Nnamdi Iwuamalam, Engr Henry Onuoha and Arc Ifeanyi Amarabe. At
present, last remedy has been done to the water leakage of the auditorium as work continues at the
building.

THE CHURCH WORKER’S HOUSE

The Church workers quarters were built under the administration of Rev. J.C.E. Nwachukwu. It was
significant that the Women’s Ministries gave an initial grant of N100,000 awards its actualization
following the issuance of quit notice to priests of St Peters residing in other parishes.

THE CHURCH CONVENIENCE

The Church toilet was constructed in 2008 in preparation of the hosting of the Owerri Diocesan ACFF
Conference at the Church under the pastorate of Rev Canon Chris Oghugh.. After the dedication of the
church, more renovations were done as the facility was tiled.

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES’ KITCHEN

The women’s kitchen was built by the Women Ministries in 2007 under the leadership of Mrs. ljeoma
Ogbugh, the wife of Rev Canon Chris Ogbugh. The structure was dedicated by His Lordship, Rt Revd
Cyril Chukwunonyerem Okorocha on 17" of November 2007.

GENERATOR/GENERATOR HOUSE

A 60KVA generator was bought in 2011 by the Canon Chris Ogbugh’s administration. The project was
partly sponsored and initiated by the Women Ministries who gave the sum of N1 million out of the cost of
N2.5 million. The generator house was built to accommodate the generator. An adjoining store was
renovated and refurbished in 2015 under the Rev. Canon Festus Opara.

NEW BETHEL PRIMARY SCHOOL BLOCK

The New Bethel Primary School block which is adjacent to the Vicar was built in 2013 to contain with the
growing population of the school. The project is courtesy of the School Board headed by Sir Engr. Amah
Njoku and coordinated by the project committee of the Church, Arc. Nnamdi Iwuamalam. The four-room
block was to accommodate part of the primary section from the overflow for the school church hall.
However owing to the on —going development of the church occasioned by the need to erect a befitting
parsonage, the block was demolished to give way to the new ultra- modern parsonage in January, 2020
FENCING OF THE CHURCH

Prior to this, the entire Church compound especially the frontal view had dwarf fences. In order to
achieve aesthetics and entrance security, the front fencing was properly built up, plastered and designed
with a stone base. Also all the walls bounding the church were raised plastered and security light were
affixed to them. The project was realized in 2013 prior to our church dedication in December 1, 2013
during under the watch of the present church leadership.

SECONDARY SCHOOL BLOCK BUILDING

The secondary school block behind the Vicarage and workers quarters was started in 2016. Before
commencing the project, the Works' Committee through the PCC proposed to build a befitting
parsonage for the priests. At the project presentation before the then Diocesan, he directed that a
secondary school block should be built instead. He however gave permission for the project to
commence pending the cutting of sword and foundation laying ceremony. In January, 2016, the project
commenced in earnest and is ongoing by the Project Committee led by Arc Ifeanyi Amarabe and under
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the charge of Rev Dr Festus Opara as the Vicar. The secondary school block at completion will emerge
a two-storey building containing twenty-six sizeable classrooms/laboratories, a large assembly hall,
three staff rooms, offices and other appurtenances. The foundation was laid on August, 26, 2018 by the
then Supervisory Bishop of Owerri Diocese, Rt Revd Emmanuel Maduwike JP. It is hoped that all things
being equal and with God providing for God’s people, the project will be completed in a very short time.

CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS

THE WOMEN MINISTRIES

This structure was established to carry all the confirmed married women along in the service of the Lord
under the platform of the church.

The Women's Ministries overtime has done a lot of accomplishments. They donated from our records a
lawn mower, two in one door for the Church, ultra-modern kitchen with conveniences, 60KVA generator,
and ceiling for the church. The Women’s Ministries built from foundation to completion, a modern
security house with appurtenant rooms under the leadership of Engr Mrs Ngozi Juliet Opara, (the wife of
Rev Canon Festus Opara) after their Mothering Sunday activities in 2019. In every tenure, the women
have made donations of over a million naira to support various church projects.

A.C.M/CHILDREN MINISTRIES

The children ministry was established to nurture children in the administration of the Lord as a way of
assisting godly parents. The first A.C.M. Leader was Lady Edith Dike, followed by Ignatius Onyeje, and
next by Bro. Ben Nwaeze who served for a very time and was replaced by the present leader, Sis.
Blessing Okongwu.

The A.C.M has been very vibrant and active. The A.C.M has acquired lots of equipment for their
teaching aids through the help of their Patrons and Patronesses. The Ministry has a projector, study
materials, megaphone, etc, at the moment.

ACFF/MEN’S MINISTRIES

The Men's Ministries established in 2005 with Sir C.B. Nwanguma as the first Coordinator, have grown
to caps and bounds. In 2013, a new elected executives were constituted and headed by Bro. Chibuikem
Nwachukwu( Lay Coordinator), Barr. Chike Eludie,( Secretary), Arc. Ifeanyi Amarabe (Financial
Secretary) and Sir A.C. Ohia, (Treasurer). They donated about 250 plastic chairs and 50 plastic tables to
the Church. Subsequently, another new executives of the Fathers were constituted this 2017. They
include; Mr. Bill Uchendu (Lay Coordinator), Arc. Ifeanyi Amarabe (Asst. Lay Coordinator), Barr. Chike
eluchie (Secretary), Mr. Edwin Irechukwu (Jnr.), Financial Secretary, Mr. Festus Mgbemere (Treasurer)
among others.

The record of the ACFF cannot be complete without giving kudos to the church for providing the venue
for the hosting of the Diocan ACFF in May, 2008, by the then Archdeaconry, St. Titus (Ang.) church,
Umuoba, Uratta, under Ven. J.B.C. Njoku. The Chairman of the Archdeaconry Local Organizing
Committee was Bro. J.O Benjamin while Sir I.L. Kamalu, served as the Chairman of the L.O.C of St.
Peter's (Ang.) Church, lkenegbu. The conference was a huge success as some members were given
awards of “Worthy Fathers” including the two chairmen.

THE YOUTH FELLOWSHIP

As a structure, the A.Y.F. was established at the inception of the church to providing a rallying point for
all the youths of the church and as a way of carrying them along in the worship of God. The youths are
supposed to serve God as it is written in Ecclesiastes 12 “Remember now your creator in the days of
your youth while the evil days come not”.

Accordingly, Bro Goddy Osuiji, now K.S.C, then a youth, was elected the first youth leader. He served for
a long time and organized the youths properly for the goal of the church. Onyinyeoma Onyeagocha
(now, Ven.), succeeded Bro Goddy Osuji and followed the steps of his predecessor till he joined the
pastoral vocation.

In 2017,the A.Y. F. has since been reconstituted for more vibrancy and in line with the realities of the
age with the new Youth Leader , Bro Andy Agomuo. They meet for fellowship every Sunday, at 5pm.
The fellowship is expected to work hard to gain more membership to her fold. In 2015, the fellowship
donated the present church main gate under the leadership of their former leader, Miss Ozioma Nnanna
(now Mrs Ozioma Nwaiwu).



EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP IN THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION (EFAC).

The first fellowship which failed in 1995, was at the behest of the then Vicar of the church, Rev. Eleazar
Kayode who called a group of four trusted elderly members to be the Patriarchs of the fellowship in the
church, in line with what obtained in other Anglican churches. These four (S.U. Anyanwu, J.O. Benjamin,
Engr. I. Onyeje and Goddy Osuji accepted and invited Rev. (Engr.) Eugene Obioma Okere, for its
inauguration on a particular Sunday in Nov, 1995. Unfortunately, the inauguration could not hold as the
aim and ministry of the group was grossly misconstrued by the then P.C.C who saw the group as a
threat to the church. Rev. Okere then left not only in annoyance, but also disgrace and shame. The
EFAC then was forgotten but the four Protagonists kept on praying about till in 1997 July, when Rev. C.T.
Onwuka, was posted to the church, by then, the P.C.C of 1995 had been dissolved and a new one
sworn in. The same Rev. Okere was again invited to inaugurate the fellowship. He did everything
successfully to the joy of the church and all that thirsted for the word of God through the ministry of
EFAC. At the first election that was conducted, Sir S.U. Anyanwu emerged as the first leader while Engr.
Ignatius Onyeje became his assistant. J.O. Benjamin became the first Bible Study leader, while Sir
Goddy Osuiji took the position of the first Evangelism leader. EFAC was meeting every Wednesday until
sometime in 2013 when it was changed to Tuesday to give way for the “Time of Refreshing”’(Church
Midweek programme) which holds every Wednesday.

EFAC has been progressing since then under different leaderships. Unfortunately, the number which
used to be almost the entire church, has, in recent times, been depleting. It is hoped that with the
support of the church leadership, the membership will be revived. EFAC has contributed immensely to
both the spiritual and physical development of the church; in 2012. They donated the altar stalls and
chairs. The current leader is Arc. Timothy Metu who took over from Bro David Nnamocha.

THE CHOIR

As an indispensable organized instrument of the church in songs and praises to God, as it is in Heaven,
St. Peter’s established her choir right from its inception. The first choirmaster and leader was Sir Sam
Achinihu Others are Dr. (Mrs.) Meg Opara Onukwugha, Sir |.L Kamalu, and Bro Goddy Osuiji, Mr Uche
Ibekwe, Arc Udo Ugoriji,Mr Charles, Mr Chidiebere Nnanna who served in turns as leaders. Modern
choirs cannot do without the service of organists, thus, the following rendered their services as church
organists; Mr. Joseph Nwoke, Mr. Anyiwo. Rev. Chidi Njoku, and Sir Sam Achinihu, Hon Onyekuru, Mr
Mcpherson Agah, Mr Raphael Amadi, Mr Kenneth Elekwachi, Mr Kelechi Temple, Mr Collins Owisi, Dr
Zuby lhedioha, Mr lyke Achinihu among other organists have emerged since after the service of these.
The choir has been very assiduous in ministering melodies to God and the church.

However, the choir has not been without serious challenges. In recent times, the choir has undergone
reshufflements through elections. The choir under the new leadership is now bubbling in spirit and zeal
in an atmosphere of peace and tranquility. Under successive regimes of many choir Leaders, the choir
executed several projects. This project are the sowing of new choir robes and purchase of musical
instruments under Sir Sam Achinihu and Dr Mrs Meg Opara- Onukwugha, the building of the choir stall
under Dr Mrs Meg Opara- Onukwugha. The installation of the stall microphones, purchase of electronic
organ, buying of instruments for the orchestra, making of new sets of choir robes and the furnishing of
the choir vestry was done during the leadership of Bro Uche Ibekwe.

THE WORKS/BUILDING COMMITTEE

This Committee/Building Committee — one body, is the field manager of the P.C.C and invariably, the
church. All infrastructural developments of the church are handled by this Committee. The Committee
took off just at the inception of the church to ensure that the physical development of the church went on
in tandem with the spiritual development and other forms of development.

The first composition of the committee was headed by Chief L.A. Chukwu, of blessed memory. During
this time, there were very few Technical/Engineering Professionals in the church. The church had Chief
L.A. Chukwu, Engr. G. Onyeli (KSC), Arc. Okereke, Arc. D.S. Nkachukwu, Engr. Ignatius Onyeje, Engr.
Eugene Anyiam, Engr. Ogbonna, Arc. Nnamdi Iwuamalam and Engr. G. Amah Njoku. The next
leader/Chairman of the committee was Chief T.U. Uzoijie of blessed memory.

The third was Agric Nwaiwu (a.k.a BURHAM), when Agric Nwaiwu relocated outside Ikenegbu, Engr.
Eugene Anyiam now Revd. was appointed to head Works/Building Committee. Anyiam introduced a
slogan , “Material rain” which made members to donate building materials willingly— sands, Chippings,
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cement, rods, woods etc. When Eugene Anyiam left to prepare for priestly ordination, Engr. Ignatius
Onyeje was appointed to take up the headship of Works/Building Committee. Pursuit of higher degree
made Engr. Ignatius Onyeje to relinquish the headship of Works/Building Committee.

Sir Chukwumerije Nwigwe was appointed to take over from Ignatius Onyeje. Although Mr Chukwumerije
Nwigwe’s tenure was short-lived, he was able to deck the gallery of the church building in a very short
time

In 2004, Sir Engr. G. Amah Njoku was appointed seventh chairman of Works/Building Committee at St.
Peter's Church lkenegbu during the period of Rev. J. C Nwachukwu (Now Venerable) was the Vicar.
While accepting to serve her requested for two things Viz (a) the committee shall have nothing to do with
“WAYS AND MEANS” and (b) he should be permitted to select some members of the new Committee.
After securing approval to nominate some members, he went ahead to recommend some Elders of the
church, viz Sir S. | Nwigwe the first and only member of KSC at that time, Engr. G, Onyeali , Mathias
Agbugba (Now late) to serve in the committee. He also recommended Arc Nnamdi Iwuamalam, Engr.
Ogbonna, Ndubujsi Nwaubani (now late). The PCC approved these nominations and they took off. With
those appointed by PCC, G Amah Njoku and his team served from 2004 to 2014 under 3 Vicars. On his
own request, the PCC permitted them to co-opt her Finance officers into Works/Building Committee to
ease financial protocols. Mr. Ken Udemba, and Mr. Onyenanu joined them from PCC. It is also
noteworthy that other committed young men, Sirs S.U Anvanwu, Chuks Azuonwu helped greatly to
make the Committee thick.

Works Building Committee under his leadership completed block works on the church building,
roofed, plastered, ceiled, tiled, and painted the complicated edifice known as St. Peter's Church
Ikenegbu. The Porch electrical/Plumbing works as well as Furnishers were accomplished by them.
They saw to the dedication of the building in 2004.

In addition to the church building, they also built the Curates Quarters which was initiated by Women
Ministries of the Church.

They adapted the Committee System of Administration in carrying out assignments. Thanks all who
made his tenure successful especially the ELDERS who guided them.

Lady Rose Osisiogu was the only female member of the committee who assessed applicants for
various jobs correctly.

He thanks Sir S. | Nwigwe who convinced him to serve as Leader of former St. Paul’'s Family and
Works/Building Committee by stating that Committees in the Anglican Communion are designed to
produce future leaders. He is grateful to his wife and children who continued to advise him to do the
work of God. On his request, Sir (Engr.) G. Ama Njoku stepped down in 2014. On his
recommendation Nnamdi lwuamalam and Ifeanyi Amarabe were appointed to replace him.

Some other Accomplishments by Sir Amah Njoku were:

(1)  Wiring/Painting of Vicar's quarters
(1)  Construction of Curates/Church Teacher’s quarters

(i11)  Completion of Water Project started by Chief & Mrs. Sam Obaiji including tiling of the
altar

(iv)  Fencing of the entire church compound etc.

Much remarks ought to be made of the leadership of Arc Ifeanyi Amarabe who took over from two
successive Chairmen viz; Arc Nnamdi lwuamalam and Engr Henry Onuoha. Arc Ifeanyi Amarabe’s team
led to the completion of several projects in the church. They include; the foundation and erection of the
Secondary School Block, the reconstruction of the Church Hall and the construction of the Ultra -
Modern Parsonage in a record time.

CHURCH FAMILIES

Church families which are departmental formation and a sort of administrative decentralization, took off
at the inception of the church with the formation of these families: namely, St Paul’s family headed by Sir
S.l. Nwigwe, St. Stephen’s family headed by Albert Ukonu and later by Bro Dallas K. Anyanwu, St.
Barnabas’s family headed by Mr. Nwaogu and Mr. Kingsley Ofurum, St. John’s family headed by Sir J.
Iroapali.
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The second generation families formed by Rev C.C. Onyenuma( now Ven) were; St. Andrew’s family led
by Godwin Osuji and later Bro Tim. Onyenanu; St. James’s family led by Mr. James Nwagboku and later
by Dr. Chibuike Nwachukwu and Sir Theo Obasi, (now late), St. Lukes’s family led by Engr. Ignatius
Onyeje and later Bro J.O. Benjamin; St. Mark’s family led by Mr. E. O. Onu later by Mr. K.C. Ofurum and
Sir A.C. Ohia, in turns, St. Philip’s family led by Sir Golden O. Ibezim and later by Sir Chuks Azuonwui;
finally, St. Silas’ family led by Sir C.B. Nwanguma and later by Mr. Anyalewechi Onyekwere. These were
the families of the church till 2014 when the current Vicar rearranged the families as follows; Praise
Family led by Mr John Esinulo , later Mr Chinedu Odoemenam; New Covenant family led by Mr Festus
Mgbemene, later Mrs Esther Nwanguma; New Life Family led by Arc Ifeanyi Amarabe and later Barr
Henry — Eagle Njoku; Transfiguration Family led by Mr Henry Uzoma, later Mr Alfred Ofurum and Mr
Emeka Aguwa; Redemption Family led by Mr Chijioke Opara and later Mr Francis Onwuzuruike;
Testifiers Family led by Arc Nnamdi lwuamalam, and later Engr Ugonna Oforji; Victory Family led by Mr
Charles Benson, later by Mr Fortune Madu and Mr Godwin Iwuiji

THE HARVEST COMMITTEES

As a primordial order by God before and after the flood, Harvest is an integral part of worship in the
Anglican Communion; thus, Harvest Committee was immediately formed right from the inception of the
church . Available church records have the following harvest committee chairmen; Mr.'Solo Erekaha
(2005-2006),Engr. U.1.U. Elizie (2007-2008),Dr. Chibuikem Nwachukwu (2009-2010),

Lady Stella Akuwudike (2011, 15t woman chairman), Sir Chuks Azuonwu (2012),

Hon. Stella Chukwu (2013), Chief A.N. Obi (2014),Mr. Okwuchukwu Nnaobi (2015), Arc Ifeanyi Amarabe
(2016),Mr. Edwin Irechukwu (Jr.) (2017),Mr. Fortunatus Madu (2018),Pharm Karachi Chikwe (2019),Sir
Alex Iroapali (2020)

and Dr Mrs Ogechi Azubuike ( 2021). So far the harvest trophies have been given out and the pledges
redeemed.

CHURCH WELFARE COMMITTEE

The Church Welfare Committee as a body started from the time of Rev. C.T. Onwuka but properly
formalized during the time of Rev. J.C.E Nwachukwu with the first drafted constitution and chairmanship
by J.0 Benjamin who held the position till 2014 when Late Dr.Echefu took over. The present leadership
is headed by Mr Okwuchukwu Nnaobi with Mr. John Esinulo as the Secretary . The Church Welfare
Committee has been reconstituted severally to make them functional and efficient. Members of the
committee are drawn from all the families.

The welfare package is being reviewed and will be operative soonest .A welfare collection/return of
welfare cards is being done every 3™ Sunday of the month. Apart from the general welfare, the Church,
the Church has helped most of her members for charity.

BIBLE STUDY FACILITATION

This team which has now been formalized as an integral department of the church started somewhat
informally from 1992 when Arc. D.S Nwachukwu, now retired Rev. Can, was the first Bible study
Coordinator. He led the team and later handed over to Bro. J.O. Benjamin who has been holding the fort
till date with his team of facilitators. He is assisted by Lady Edith Dike and for 2" service and, during
third service by Mrs.Adanma Egwuatu.

THE TEENAGE CHURCH

Sometime in 2017, the idea to form a Teenage church was mooted by some ACM facilitators who were
burden with the lacuna in discipleship of some teens who graduated from the ACM. This categories of
young adult often remain spiritually floating and seen loitering about during the adult services and
leaving the church quite very early immediately after they have given the first offering. This spiritual
passion led to formation of the teens church to cater for the spiritual needs of the teens. A meeting was
called at the instance of the Vicar to propose a solution to this problem. Those who were present at the
said meeting included; Sisters Blessing Okongwo, Edna Echeanyanwu, Chidubem Alioha(all of the ACM
facilitators)and Bro Chiderah Ohia, Engr Andy Agomo( the church Youth coordinators) and Sister
Adaeze Ohia ( the Church secretary and clerk) . In that meeting convoked by Vicar, Rev Dr Barr
Festus Opara (as then was), he mandated some youths including Bro Andy Agomo, Chiderah Ohia,
Ifenna Moneke and Sis Adaeze Njoku, Chisom Maduwuike. Alioha etc to start the ministry with
immediate effect. He further requested that the ACM facilitators should graduate all the children above
13 years to join the new Teens Church and those already at the main church should withdraw and join
the newly created group. Subsequently, Bros Andy Agomo and Chiderah Ohia were pronounced
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coordinators. The corp members posted to the church one Bro John James and Sister Chisom
Maduwike were asked to assist them.

Thus in the month of August 2017, the first Teen church started with about 50 teenagers and a canopy
hired as they worshipped at the site of the New Bethel secondary school beside the church parsonage.
The first preacher at the Teens church was Evang Uche Okoronkwo, the then Chaplain and his text was
taken from Proverbs 1:1-10, while Bro Chiderah Ohia conducted the service. The ministry at inception till
presently grappled with the problem of accommodation. At the beginning, canopies were hired for their
services but owing to the cost and the inconveniences, the teens relocated to the church hall and shared
the hall auditorium with the ACM but not with attendent inconveniences, noises and disturbances. At
present, the teenagers worship at the built up shelter at the site of the school building still in construction.

Sometime during the Easter season in 2018, the Vicar, Rev Canon Dr Festus Opara mandated that the
teenagers relocate their Sunday worship activities to a site in Wetheral Road Owerri which was deserted
and dilapidated (thus made an unholy haven for mentally-challenged men) as foot soldiers to help
consolidate the church hold on a Diocesan property and eventually commence an Anglican Church
chapel there. Hence, on May 27, 2018, services commenced at the site now later called Bishop Cockin
Anglican church Wetheral Road, Owerri. The teens started the church at Wetheral despite the daunting
challenges of having trek long distances, several attacks and interruption from mentally challenged men
illegally occupying the then deserted premises and the danger of some teens crossing the ever- busy
Wetheral Road every Sunday with musical equipments, canopies, chairs thus exposing them to possible
danger. It is worthy to note that from the very beginning of their service there, Barr Henry Eagle Njoku
not only joined them but gave them the much- needed ‘legal’ cover and surveillance all through their
sojourn in the place. The church later built a 200 capacity tent on the property to help cushion the cost of
regular Sunday hire of canopies. The first sermon preached at the Wetheral Road was given by the
Vicar, Rev Canon Dr Festus Opara with his text taken from Acts 2:37 and the theme was ‘Jesus is Lord’
The service was conducted by Evang Uche Okoronkwo and Bro Andy Agomo led in the prayers. Barr
Henry Eagle Njoku took the first bible reading and Bro Chiderah Ohia took the second reading. They
continued their services there until sometime in October 2018 when a Church Teacher, Evang Moses
Mbagwu was officially posted to the church and later they were asked to return to their usual place of
worship at St Peters Church Ikenegbu Owerri. The Teenage church so far have had three successive
Presidents and executives which include, Bro Cyril Nlemadim (First Teens President), Sis Chinazom
Echefu ( First Vice President) and Bro Enyinaya Ajonuma (Second Teens President ), Bro Akuwudike
Uzodinma, Sisters Success Uzoma, Akudo Eluwa, Nnenna Eronini (jnr), Bros Chibuike Egwuatu,
Chidubem Azuonwu, Nnaemeka Ofurum, Rejioce Nmezi, Godswill Owama among others. Also they
have held about four (4) successive Teens’ Camp at Graceland Prayer Camp with an average of eighty
(80) teens in attendace. These camps include,

2018- Theme: Exceeding Great Army

2019- Theme: Manifestation of sons

2020- Theme: Launch out into the deep

2021- Theme: In His Footprints

ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW BETHEL SCHOOLS
The New Bethel Nursery and Primary School was established by the church in October 2008 by the then
Vicar's wife, Mrs. ljeoma Ogbugh as the founding Headmistress. At inception, it has initial intake of
Daycare and Nursery | and Nursery pupils. At present, the School now has up to Primary six classes.
Records had it that Mrs. ljeoma Ogbugh nurtured the School from cradle up to 2012 when she handed
over to Dame Chinyere Ugwuegbu in 2012. Subsequently, the School through the Board engaged a new
Headmistress, Mrs. Ann Idimogu as the New H/M in 2016. The School is partly housed in the church hall
which was remodeled and roofed to ease the accommodation of the pupils. The School has a Board
appointed by the PCC. The members of the Board appointed as at 2013 include;

(1) The Vicar

(2)  Sir Engr. Amah Njoku (Chairman)

(3) Dr. Chibuike Nwachukwu (member)

(4) Lady Oby Nwanebu (member)

(5) Mrs. Adanma Egwuatu (member)
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(6) Lady Edith Dike
(7) The Headmistress (Secretary)
(8) The Assistant Headmistress (Recorder).

In 2016, the School was given approval to run the Nursery and Primary sections by the Imo State
Government through her Ministry of Education and Technology after thorough inspection by the same
ministry.

LAND ACQUISITIONS

The place of Church building and the space behind the workers house was acquired by the then
Bishop, Most Revd. Benjamin Nwankiti during the tenures of Revds E. Kayode and J.C.E. Nwachukwu.
A perimeter fencing of behind the church was done thereby safeguarding the Church from trespassers
and vandals. In 2018 and under the direction of the Lord Bishop of Owerri as at then, the Rt Revd Cyril.
C. Okorocha Ph.D, the church moved to repossess and occupy a Diocesan land at Wetheral road
Owerri which was almost lost. The said site lies the present Bishop George Cockin Church, Wetheral
Road. Further in June 2019, the church purchased a piece of land at Mbari end of |kenegbu for the
permanent site of Bread of Life Anglican Church Off, Item Street. All these were done under the charge
of the present Church Vicar. The Churches were named by our Lord Bishop, Rt. Rev. Chukwuma
Chinekezi Oparah, Ph.D, JP.

HOSTING OF DIOCESAN CONFERENCES/MEETINGS

As mentioned earlier, the Church has played and is playing host to a number of Diocesan programmes.
These programmes include the July 2007 Diocesan Youth Bible conference. In May 2008, Diocesan
Anglican Christian Father's Fellowship (ACFF) Conference was held in the Church Sir I.L. Kamalu (JP)
and Mr. J.O. Benjamin served as LOC Chairman at the Parish and Archdeaconry levels. Among all,
the Church hosted the Diocese at the Collation of Archdeacons on Saturday 27" June 2020. This very
colourful service was held during the peak of the COVID -19 restrictions and in full compliance with the
COVID Protocols. The epoch service saw the Collation of Venerables ; Mike Ndukwe, Timothy
Igbokwe, Davidson Opurum , Emmanuel Agoha, Onyinyeoma Onyeagocha and Bethram |heanacho
( Retired)by His Lordship, Rt Revd Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah Ph.D JP, Bishop of Owerri. Again, on
Sunday, 4™ October 2020, the Church was granted the 2021 Synod Hosting Rights and thus hosts the
1st Session of the 22" Synod from Thursday, 30" September through Sunday. 3 October 2021.
BB/GB

The BB/GB of the Parish is very much active. Their captain at present is Ebuka Amadi. They meet for
Bible studies and band rehearsal every Saturdays and Sundays. They seldom organize for compound
cleaning once a month.

THE ST. PETER'S GOSPEL BAND

The Gospel band is quite active and have had impressive leadership. These leaders include; Engrs John
Onuoha, Emeka Ahunam, Johnny Amadi and Oscar Uchechukwu. The present leadership is being
headed by Bro Chiderah Ohia They meet on Saturdays for their rehearsals.

HISTORY OF BISHOP COCKIN (ANG.) CHURCH, WETHERAL ROAD, OWERRI

Preamble:

The history of the establishment of an Anglican Church in Wetheral Road, Owerri is best described as
an act of God. Driving through the long but busy road of Wetheral until recently, one will conspicuously
notice that there was no Anglican presence.

We thank God that the fullness of time and Anglican Church was planted in Wetheral Road, to God be
the glory.

THE MANDATE

Sometime in 2016, the Parochial Church Committee of St. Peter's Church Ikenegbu went on a courtesy
call on the then Bishop of Owerri, Rt. Revd Cyril. C.Okorocha Ph.D. in that eventful meeting the Bishop
directed the Vicar, Rev. Dr. Festus Opara (as then was), together with the P.C.C to liaise with the
Registrar of the Diocese and the Clerical Synod Secretary to ensure that a Church is planted at a plot
belonging to the Diocese, adjacent to the UBA, Wetheral Road. This direction was incessantly
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deliberated upon for execution by the then PCC but could not be actualized due to some circumstances
beyond their control.

THE DARING BEGINNING
Owing to Providence, in May, 2018, the Vicar, Rev Canon Dr. Festus Opara in company of some youths
led by Engr. Andy Agomo and Oscar Uchechukwu hoisted a chapel signpost at the said plot of land.

Upon consequent direction by the then Bishop, Rt. Revd Cyril, Chukwunonyere Okorocha, the Vicar,
Rev Canon Dr. Festus Opara, the Church Teacher, Evang Uche Okoronkwo in company of the Teenage
church members ably led by Engr. Andy Agomo and Chiderah Ohia had its first Church ever service at
the Wetheral Road plot on Sunday, 27" May, 2018 being Children’s Day. Evang Uche Okoronkwo
conducted the service, Barr. Henry Njoku took the first Bible reading, Engr. Andy Agomo read the
second Bible reading while Rev. Canon Dr. Festus ChukwunyereOpara preached the sermon with the
topic, “Jesus is Lord”.

In that epoch service, the Vicar directed that the Teenage Church of St. Peter's Ikenegbu should be
worshipped at the Wetheral Road. The first Resident Church Teacher, Evang. Moses Mbagwu was
posted to the Chapel and began work on 14" October, 2018.

THE CHURCH BUILDING

At the inception of the chapel, the church worshipped under rented canopies. With the help of the
mother church, St. Peter's Church Ikenegbu, a 200 capacity tent was built for the Chapel to protect the
worshippers from the hazards of the weather. The canopies suffered incessant falls owing to windstorm
and heavy torrential rains. Early this year, precisely in February, 25" 2019, the tent of worship fell down
again. The Management Team of the Chapel let by Bro Moses Mbagwu, the Church visited the Vicar
and the P.C.C upon goodwill of eminent Parishioners, logs of plank were obtained for the Church project.
Subsequently the shelter was modernized and lock added to beautify it. We thank God for the state of
building today.

CELEBRATION OF ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY

On Sunday, 2™ June, 2019 the Chapel marked her one year Anniversary. Evang. Moses Mbagwu
conducted the service, Rev. Canon Dr. Festus Opara preached on the theme; ‘Rehoboth: The Lord has
made a room for us’. The service ended with thanksgiving and praise after the fundraising activities for
the Chapel.

THE HISTORIC NAMING

At the Central Cathedral Alter during the Pre-60" Anniversary Celebration of Anglican Diocese of Owerri
on Sunday 218t of July, 2019, our Lord Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, Ph.D, JP
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit named three symbolic Churches, the names of past Bishops of
Owerri. The Wetheral Chapel was named Bishop George Cockin Anglican Church Wetheral Road,
Owerri in honour of late Rt. Revd. George .E.l. Cockin, the pioneer Bishop of Owerri who laid the
foundation of the Diocese.

FORMAL CHRISTENING

On Sunday, 11" August, 2019, the Lord Bishop, Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, Ph.D, JP came
to the Wetheral Road Church after having paid several unscheduled project inception visits for a formal
christening service. The historic Pontifical service saw the foundation laying ceremony of the two
churches in the Parish. The Rev Canon Dr Festus Opara conducted the service while the Bishop himself
preached the powerful homily. The highpoints of the service was the formal proclamation of the name of
the church as Bishop George Cockin Anglican Church Wetheral Road, the ceremonial foundation laying
and the unveiling of the church signpost. We thank God for His glory.

PARSONAGE BUILDING

The posting of the pioneer church worker, Evang Moses Mbagwu highlighted the need for an
accommodation for workers. At the interim, he was housed at the mother church which on its own had
accommodation problems. The urgent need arose when a new priest was posted to St Peter's Church
hence there was every need to find an alternative accommodation for the Church Teacher of the new
chapel as at then. After deliberations at the PCC of St Peters under the Chairmanship of Rev Canon Dr
Festus Opara as Vicar, it was decided that that an abandoned structure at the site of the Chapel be
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remodeled and renovated for that purpose despite the challenge of the place being a shelter for some
mentally —challenged brethren. A committee was set up to actualize this decision. This led to the
eventually eviction of the mentally-challenged brethren and remodeling and restructuring the building to
a three- bedroom flat (in suites) with a kitchen and a parlour. The building is set for dedication on
Sunday, 26" September, 2021.

CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS

THE FIRST PCC

At the beginning of the church, she was administered as a chapel under the mother church and in
collaboration of a Chapel Caretaker. With the formal Christening of the Church later 2019, the PCC was
elected. The PCC include: Mrs Joy Eme (Pastor's Warden 1), Mr Chimaobi Aguguam(Pastor's Warden
II), Mr Chika Onyeso(People’s Warden), Sister Phreda Anyaele(Treasurer), Mrs Grace Uju-lbe(Financial
Secretary) and Lady Chibuzo Okonkwo ( Secretary). Other officers include Miss Miracle Nwogu( Chief
Usher) and Mr Chijioke Ugwunali.

CHURCH FAMILIES

Upon the christening of the church, the church Teacher formed three Adult families and a Youth Family.
These families include Ambassadors of Christ, Bread of Life Family,Mount Zion and Rehoboth.Their
pioneer leaders include, Mr Morrison Ibe for Ambassadors,Mr Godson Okechukwu Nwogu for Bread of
Life,Mr Humphrey Chimezie for Mount Zion and Mr Chimaobi Aguguam for Rehoboth Family. The
families are alive to their responsibilities in supporting the church.

MEN’S MINISTRIES

The Men’s Ministries are up and doing ably led by Evang Moses Mbagwu. Thus, the pioneer Lay
Coordinators are Messrs Goddy Ogbonna and Morrison Ibe In preparation to the dedication of the
church, they procured some pews.

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES

The Station Women’s Ministries were led by the wife of the Evangelist, Mrs. Hope Mbagwu who have
motivated the women. Among the achievements of the women are provision of furniture for the new
parsonage, provision of deep freezer, building of shelter for the Children Ministry, supporting the church
financially to build the church convenience among others.

CHOIR

It is proper to note that before the formal inauguration of the church, the Teenage choral wing were
ministering in songs at the chapel. With the withdrawal of the Teenage Ministry after a successful
completion of their mission, a choir was formed by the Resident Church Teacher. The pioneer Choir
Master is Mr Anthonius Egejuru, assisted by the organists: Mr Emmanuel Ubochi and Bro Noble
Chijioke-Mbagwu

CHILDREN MINISTRY

The Children Ministry started shortly after the founding of the Chapel with children from the
neighbourhood. The ACM Leader is Lady Kate lkeme and Mrs Hope Mbagwu ( Wife of the Church
Teacher ) doubles as the Coordinator.

ANGLICAN YOUTH FELLOWSHIP

Having noted that the church Started as a Youth Church by the Teens of St Peters; the AYF was birthed
immediately with the posting of the First Church Teacher. The pioneer AYF Executives are Mr Barnabas
Anunobi( Youth Leader),Mr Dennis Nwapi(Assistant Leader),Mr Chikamso Williams, Pharm Udochukwu
Udemba( Youth Patron) and Paul Onyeanusi( Co- Patron)

DONATIONS.

At the commencement, the church was a product of unparallel generosity. Many notable individuals in St
Peter's gave generously towards the fencing of the church and the structural construction. The mother
Church commenced the present church building from foundation to almost its completion. Later as the
church progresses, more donors distinguished themselves in the ‘Barnabas Ministry’. The lists of donors
include but not limited to: Madam Hellen Onukwugha, who paid for the cost of tilling of the chancel and
donated some musical instruments; Evang Moses Mbagwu who willingly gave the musical instruments in
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use; Bro Chukwudi Ohazuruike who donated the marble lectern:Mrs Adanma Egwuatu who donated a
kneeler and a seat and Pharmacist Dr Ezeudo Nwozuzu, who donated the marble Altar table among
very many others. The members are commended for their generosity in giving.

HISTORY OF BREAD OF LIFE ANGLICAN CHURCH IKENEGBU, OWERRI

PREAMBLE

Prior to the establishment of the Mbari Church, efforts were made by the Ikenegbu Anglican Parish in
2006 to establish a satellite Church to befit her Parish status. Ikenegbu Extension was mapped out for
the possible place to open a new Church. Before then, an Anglican Chapel was opened at relief Market,
still within the jurisdiction of Ikenegbu Extension Layout by the sister Christ Church Archdeaconry. This
stalled the efforts of St. Peter's Parish towards starting a new Church at the neighborhood as two
Anglican Churches could not exist in same proximous locality.

RENEWED VISION

Upon the inception of the new Vicar, Rev Canon Barr Festus Opara Ph.D, the vision for a baby Church
was revived in 2013. The P.C.C then earmarked Mbari Ikenegbu, a populous part of Ikenegbu town as a
place for the expansion. A Committee of Reference led by Sir Chuks Azuonwu, Mr. Innocent Echefu and
others set out to see to its realization. Owing to the efforts of Mr. Innocent Echefu, a rented place was
found at St. Juliana’s Nursery and Primary school. The School Management leased the School Hall to
the Church for establishment of a Chapel with a rent of N700,000, which was paid by St. Peter’s
Anglican Church lkenegbu, Owerri.

THE BOLD VENTURE

A weekend crusade was held at the site of a new Chapel. The Vicar, Rev. Canon Dr. Festus Opara
preached the message from Matthew 11:28-30, “come unto me”. An epoch inaugural service of the
Church was held on Sunday 15t November, 2015 being All Saints’ Day . Rev. Sam Ndukwu, the Curate
conducted the service while the Vicar, Rev Barr. Festus Opara (as then was) preached the sermon with
the theme, “Advancing unto greater heights” taken from Deut. 1:5-8.

This service marked the formal opening of an Anglican Church at Mbari Ikenegbu.

THE CHURCH IN DISTRESS

The Chapel at her formation worshipped in the rented school hall. Owing to discomforts and incessant
threats of ejection, precisely, on January, 2019, the Chapel was forced to give up possession of the
tenement upon a quit notice by the landlord.

An Anglican hymn writer (A & M 181) was right to have said “behind a frowning providence He (God)
hides a smiling face”. The Church sought ‘refuge’ at a plot of land off Mbonu Ojike Junction which the
owner hoped to sale. Due to financial constraints, the Church was unable to buy the said plot of land.
The church service was held for the third Sunday in July 2019 at the house of Mr & Mrs Nene Ukabiala
owing to a ravaging flood that covered the temporary place of worship thus preventing faithful from using
the place.

FACING THE CHALLENGE

The mother Church, St. Peter’s faced the challenged frontally to raise funds to purchase a piece of land
for the Chapel. A Committee led by Sir. Chuks Azuonwu with Rev. Sam Ndukwu as Chaplain organized
for a fundraising the 15t of July, 2018 being St. Peter's Day celebration of that year. In that service, some
amount of money was realized. Evang. Chiaka Onyeneze preached the service while the Vicar Rev.
Canon Dr. Festus Opara conducted. The service was held at St. Peter's Church lkenegbu. The Vicar
pledged on behalf of St. Peter's Anglican Church Ikenegbu to commit all harvest proceeds towards the
purchase of the Chapel land acquisition. It should be recalled that financial remittances of previous
anniversary celebrations of Mbari Chapel were plunged to the venture. A second fundraising was done
on Sunday, 3™ March, 2019 at St. Peter’'s (Ang.) church lkenegbu. The Committee was headed by Mr.
Okwuchukwu Nnaobi and Hon. Mrs. Stella Chukwu.

The Vicar, Rev. Canon Dr. Festus Opara conducted the service, Ven. Dr. Ngozi Manly Amaechi
preached.
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THE APPOINTED TIME

Providentially, a new piece of land was sighted at Plot 128B Okigwe Road Layout, off Item Street
Ikenegbu, Owerri on exactly Monday 3™ of June, 2019 the land was bought for the development of Mbari
Chapel. The Chapel now stands at Plot 128B, Okigwe Road Layout Extension, off Item Street, lkenegbu,
Owerri.

THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE BUILDING

Evang. Uche Okoronkwo, the Church Teacher, with Arc Timothy Metu as site supervisor started to erect
a place of building for the Chapel upon instructions by the Vicar, Rev Canon Dr Festus Opara. The
building which commenced on 8™ July, 2019 was fast- tracked. The mother Church provided the wood,
blocks, other materials and roofed the Church. The present site suffers from flooding of which the Parish
project committee is struggling to grapple with.

CHRISTENING

On the 11t August, 2019, the Lord Bishop, Rt Revd Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah Ph.D, JP scheduled
a ‘marathon’ pastoral visit to Ikenegbu Parish. Part of the Episcopal functions he performed was the
christening of the Chapel. The colourful service started about 10:00am. The Vicar, Rev Canon Barr
Festus Opara conducted the service and the Bishop himself preached the soul- searching sermon while
Sir Chuks Azuonwu read the only lesson. The service climaxed with the declaration of the name of the
church by the Bishop as ‘Bread of Life Anglican Church’ to the joy of all present. The Church Teacher,
Evang Uche Okoronkwo and wife, Mrs. Amarachi Okoronkwo were prayed for by the Bishop. A special
fundraising was done for his sponsorship to Theological Seminary in September that year (2020).

CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS

MEN’S MINISTRIES

The Mens’ Ministries started at the birth of the church with Sir Chuks Azuonwu as the Lay Coordinator,
while Mr Chidiebere Edi was later appointed the Secretary. The Mens’ Ministries though small in number
have made tremendous impact on the Church.

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES

During the era of Chapelhood, the wife of the Vicar at St Peters coordinated the Women’s Ministries.
Mrs Adaugo Nwosu was appointed the Interim Secretary. At present, Mrs Amarachi Okoronkwo
Coordinates the Women as the Church Teacher’s wife, with other Executive members. The Women of
the Church are very generous in their regular cash donations in support Church Projects.

ANGLICAN CHILDREN MINISTRIES

The ACM started at the same time with the new chapel as children had separate services and join the
adults later. Among the foremost ACM facilitators were Mrs Bertha Nwachukwu, Mrs Ebere Odo and
Sister Christy Ulonnam. Others include: Sisters Chizoba Osuji, Adaeze Ekezie among others
ANGLICAN YOUTH FELLOWSHIP

When the chapel was established, Mr Timothy Metu was appointed the Chapel AYF Leader and was
assisted by Miss Onyekachi Vincon. Miss Peace Enwerem was the Secretary.

PIONEER PAROCHIAL CHURCH COMMITTEE

Until the formal inauguration of the church, she was administered from the mother church with the
assistance of a Caretaker Committee . However, the following officers served in the Caretaker
Committee: Sir Chuks Azuonwu (Pastors’ Warden), Mr Innocent Echefu( People’s Warden), Sis
Onyekachi Vincon (Financial Secretary),Mrs Nene Ukabiala etc. The first set of PCC members were:
Evang Uche Okoronkwo( Church Teacher), Sir Chuks Azuonwu (Pastors’ Warden)Mr Innocent
Echefu( People’s Warden), Sis Onyekachi Vincon (Secretary), Mr Chris Egornu JP (Treasurer), Mrs
Adaugo Nwosu( Financial Secretary),Mrs Dorathy Nmezi ( Member), Pharm Dr Ezeudo
Nwozuzu( member), Mr Sidney Ukabiala (Member), Sir Goddy Osuji( Member) and Mr Timothy
Metu(Member)

CHOIR

The first set of choir robes were made shortly after the planting of the church at the encouragement and
coordination of the Vicar, Rev Barr Festus Opara. The first choir leader is Bro Goddy Osuji. They sing
well to the glory of God. The present Organist is Mr Ebenezer
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CHRISTIAN GENEROSITY — We thank the members for their generosity in giving to the Lord. We thank
especially

Dr Sir &Dr Lady Ben Azubuike paid in full the cost of ceiling of the entire church

Pharm Dr & Mrs Ezeudo Nwozuzu paid for the tilling of the church altar,

Mr Prosper Opara donated the Marble Altar table,

Sir & Lady Chuks Azuonwu donated the marble pulpit,

Ven Dr Festus Opara and siblings in memory of Late father, Sir Festus Opara donated the lectern,
Ord & Mrs Uche Okoronkwo donated the Reading desk, marbel altar kneelers, chairs etc.

Mr & Mrs Innocent Echefu single- handedly painted the entire church building among others,

. Sir Barr Obinwanne &Lady ljeoma Chukwu gave the bags of cement towards the casting of the
church floor.

ONOO A WN T

GENERAL CONCLUSION
In all, we remain grateful to God for a humble beginning from an ‘abandoned and dilapidating ‘ Youth
Hall to a mega church with many spiritual children and very promising future if Christ tarries.
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BRIEF PROFILE OF RT. REV’D STANLEY DAVID FUBE, LORD BISHOP,
ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF LANGTANG - OUR GUEST PREACHER
Cert.(Theo.) Dip. (Engr.) Dip. (Theo.) BDD. MA. (Biblical Studies)

PERSONAL DATA

Born to the family of Late Nde David & Evangelist (Mrs.) Rahila Fube Bewarang 19th of August
1965 of Kanke Local Government Council of Plateau State. Married to Mrs. Eunice

Fube on 27th December 1997 and are blessed with three children: Stanley Jnr,

Princess Muhurret & Graces- Goodnews Nenmanorit

SCHOOL ATTENDED

Attended Central Primary School Pankshin, Government Secondary School,
Bet-Pankshin, Government College Bokkos and Kufena College Wusasa-Zaria.
Plateau State Polytechnic Barkin- Ladi, Christian Institute Jos and

Evangel Theological Seminary Jos.

CERTIFICATES OBTAINED

First School Leaving Certificate
SSCE/WASC

Diploma Electrical/Electronic Engr.
Certificate in Theology

Diploma in Theology

BD Degree

Master, Biblical Studies

WORKING EXPERIENCE WITH DATE

Worked as a casual labourer 1985-1987,

Catechist 1994,

Ordained Deacon 14th December 1997, Priested 31st may 1998.
Preferred Canon 2004,

Archdeacon June 2005, elected and enthroned bishop 14th May, 2008.

As a young priest in Jos diocese | served as AYF Assistant Chaplain, leader of all youth groups
chaplains, served as a Catechist in: St. Paul’s Parish (now Cathedral Church, Pankshin) Holy
Trinity Wase, St. Timothy Church Yan- Trailer, curate Cathedral Church of St. Luke Jos,
Supervising Priest Mangu and K/VVom Archdeaconries,

Archdeacon K/Vom, Langtang/Wase and Langtang Archdeaconries.

RESPONSIBILITY HELD THUS FAR:

Lecturer: Christian Institute Jos, Board Member St. John's college Jos,

Teacher: Bishop Kwashi Catechetical School, Pankshin (Pankshin Diocese),

Director of Mission and Liturgy Anglican Diocese of Pankshin,

Board member St. Francis of Assisi Theological Seminary, Wusasa- Zaria.

Vice Chairman CCN and CCN Chairman on the Plateau State also serve as CAN Vice
Chairmen and currently Secretary, CAN Plateau State Chapter.

Have travelled far and wide in the course of preaching the gospel as a man under Grace.
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BRIEF PROFILE OF BISHOP JEZREEL VANDEH.JP, LORD BISHOP,
ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF ZAKI-BIAM - OUR BIBLE STUDY FACILITATOR

The Rt. Rev. Jezreel Vandeh was born to the family of late Mr Daniel N and Mrs Mary Vandeh
of Amur, Mbagyeren, Mbaterem in Ukum LG of Benue state. He first gave his life to Christ as a
Teenager in 1989 while in secondary school in Kaduna state. He answered the call into the
ordain ministry in 1995 after his teachers trainning. He had his seminary training at St. Francis
of Assisi Theological College, Wusasa Zaria, Kaduna State and Theological College of
Northern Nigeria (TCNN) Bukuru, Jos Plateau State respectively between 1995 and 2005. He
also did a post graduate diploma program in Peace and Conflict resolution and Education
respectively. He also did a course with Alexander College Jerusalem, Israel.

He started his ordained ministry in the Diocese of Minna Niger State, Where he was made a
Deacon in 1998 and ordained priest in 1999. He was preferred and collated a canon in 2006
and preferred archdeacon in 2008. Until his election as the second Bishop of the Missionary
diocese of Zaki-Biam, Ukum LG Benue state, he was vicar of the Cathedral Church of St. Peter
Minna where he served for about Ten (10) years.

He has held many positions in the church. Chaplain to many groups both at diocesan and
provincial levels. He held the position of Parish priest, District Chairman, Cathedral Vicar, CAN
Coordinator, Minna Municipal, CCN Vice Chairman Suleja Chapter etc. He believes in
ministerial Contentment and serving God with his all.

Besides, Bishop Vandeh’s interest in Theological studies is Old Testament. He has written
three inspirational books on different topics namely:Meaning of some great names, Pastoral
Relocation and The Armor of God.

Bishop Vandeh is married to Mrs. Gladys Vandeh a civil servant and is blessed with two
biological Children Praise Angbiandoo and Austin Torbem. He also has two foster children
Doofan and ThankGod. His ministerial Motto is; With God Nothing is impossible (Luke 1:37).

NEWS WITHIN THE DIOCESE
FATHERS’ DAY CELEBRATION 2021

The Fathers’ Day 2021 was celebrated on Sunday 20" June, 2021 in all our churches. It was
an occasion for our men to be inducted as Anglican Christian Fathers. The celebration brought
restoration and rededication among fathers in our churches as many of our churches had
revival programmes within the week. The 12" Diocesan ACFF Conference was held at
Ebenezer Anglican Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa, Ibeama Ogwa Archdeaconry from Thursday,
24" to Sunday, 27" June, 2021. Also the foundation-stone-laying of the Diocesan Retreat
Centre (Camp of Ebenezer (“Obi Ekpere Ebenezer”) was on Saturday, 25" June, 2021. To God
be the glory.

CHRISTMAS GET-TOGETHER FOR RETIRED CHURCH WORKERS AND WIVES

It was held at the Cathedral of Transfiguration of Our Lord (CATOL), Owerri on Sunday 17%
January 2021. It was a gathering for all our retired church workers and their wives to celebrate
our Lord’s goodness upon our lives with the Bishop and Mama Owerri. We thank God that apart
from the usual gift from the Bishop, Mama Owerri also gave gifts to their wives. We bless the
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Lord for an opportunity to gather His generals who have once laboured in His vineyard and
retired. We thank their Chaplain, Rev. Chima lwuchukwu for being a good instrument in the
over-sight of our retired workers and wives.

DIOCESAN ELDERS PRAYER FORUM
The elders of our Diocese had their Thanksgiving for this year on 20" January, 2021. We thank
God for their lives.

CHRISTMAS GET-TOGETHER FOR CLERGY AND WIVES
This was held at Cathedral Church of the Transfiguration of Our Lord (CATOL), Owerri on
Saturday, 19" December, 2020. We thank God for that grace of fellowshipping together.

RETREATS IN THE DIOCESE

As part of Train and Re-training of the Church Workers for effective Kingdom Expansion, the

Clergy and Wives had series of retreats. Our Church Teachers and their Wives also had theirs.

1. 19 — 22" January, 2021 — Diocesan Clergy and Wives Retreat at Uzii with the Theme:
Clergy and Wives as example of Kingdom Expansion. 1 Tim. 4:12. The retreatant was the
Rt. Rev. Johnson C. Onuoha, Lord Bishop of Arochukwu/Ohafia Diocese.

2. 234 — 25" February, 20021 — Diocesan Church Teachers/ Ordinands and their wives
retreat at St. James Church, Uzii with the Theme: “Church Teachers, Ordinands and Wives
as example of Kingdom Expansion. 1 Tim 4:12. The retreatant was Ven. Onyinyeoma
Onyeagocha, Archdeacon of Irete Missionary Archdeaconry, Diocese of Owerri.

PROPOSED COLLEGE OF NURSING SCIENCES

This project was handed over to the Women’s Ministries of our Diocese to execute. We want to
thank our mothers for the job they are doing already on the site of this proposed College of
Nursing Sciences inside Ogwa (Mission) General Hospital, Ogwa. The building as at today is
now at the first Decking level. Please join us as we continue to pray for our Women’s Ministries.

OGWA (MISSION) GENERAL HOSPITAL OGWA

Special thanks to our God that our Hospital, Ogwa (Mission) General Hospital is meeting the
needs of the patients. We are praying for more supports for the hospital. We thank Dr. Bennett
Ihenacho who is currently equipping the Dental Department with state-of-art modern equipment
in memory of their late father Pa Dennis Ihenacho. The dedication of the Dental Department
was held on Friday, 25" June, 2021. We have high hopes for the future of the hospital. May our
good God reward him abundantly in Jesus name. The maternity building is being renovated by
Ogwa Community Association, United Kingdom and Ireland. We Pray that our God will continue
to keep them safe and provide for them to be able to accomplish the project in Jesus name,
Amen.

ST. LUKE’S HOSPITAL, UZIl MISSION COMPOUND, MBAISE ROAD, OWERRI

St. Luke’s Hospital, Uzii Mission Compound, Mbaise Road Owerri is also doing well. We thank
God for the staff of both hospitals. May God continue to empower them for the task ahead in
Jesus name, Amen. Also, we are encouraged by Dr. Sir Azubuike and Dr. Sir Nwolisa. May
God bless them.

NEW DIOCESAN SECRETARIAT

The new Diocesan Secretariat has reached its first decking and decking completed. It is a two-
storey building that will house so many Diocesan offices. We need more support towards this
project.

ST. MARK’S THE EVANGELIST CHAPEL, BISHOP’S COURT OWERRI NEW BUILDING
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The new chapel had been roofed with iron. St. Mark’s the Evangelist Chapel meets every
Wednesday for Prayers, Healing Service, Holy Communion, Fellowship, and counselling from
8am to 10am. We thank God for His blessings upon his people. Join us every Wednesday
morning as we worship God together in the beauty of His Holiness.

EBENEZER CAMP OF PRAYER RETREAT CENTRE (OBl EKPERE EBENEZER), OGWA
This is modelled to give a befitting Retreat Centre of all classes of people and race. The
foundation stone of the Retreat Centre was laid on Friday 25th June 2021 during the 12
Diocesan ACFF Conference at Ebenezer Anglican Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa. We commend
the Diocesan Fathers Fellowship for undertaken to pioneer the initial bungalow in this Retreat
Centre. We request that our congregation, members, families, groups, or individuals who are
touched and are led to sow seed to God Almighty by building a hostel, hall, Bishop’s apartment
or any other specific building in this Retreat Centre to please indicate as you can use it to
immortalise a dear one and the building will be dedicated to God as a memorial to such a
person or family. God bless you as you sow in God’s vineyard.

ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF OWERRI CLERGY ESTATE
We want to thank God for this vision of acquiring a large expanse of land for the Clergy of this

Diocese known as Anglican Clergy Estate where our clergy will retire to with each having his
own house after retirement so as not to be abandoned after retirement. We want to
acknowledge the donations of ten million naira (10M) already made by our Men’s Ministries
towards this project and five million naira (N5, 000,000) from the Women’s Ministries of this
Diocese as an aid in the acquisition of the land for the Clergy Estate. Today it is a vision
accomplished as about 20672 plots of land has been acquired at Amakohia-Ubi, Owerri West
for this project including 50 plots dedicated for Diocesan Projects. We thank God for the grace
and also pray for as many that will want to queue into this project to please do as perimeter
fencing is important in securing the land, which needs to be done. We commend the efforts of
the Clergy Estate Land Acquisition Committee ably led by Ven Dr. James Onyekwelibe, Ven.
Onyinyeoma Onyeagocha, Ven. Barr. Festus Oparah, Ph.D, and the entire team. May God
bless them abundantly, Amen.

PURCHASE OF COASTER BUS
The Diocese now has a coaster bus which will now aid her in evangelical/missionary
outreaches. We thank God for that provision.

BISHOP’S FOUNDATION FOR MISSION AND DEVELOPMENT

In addition to the already existing mission projects, we have now instituted scholarship for the
less-privileged persons at Secondary School level preferably orphans and half orphans, who
will be trained in our diocesan mission schools. We support this project through the Bishop’s
Foundation for Mission and Development, and we pray for your support in this Synod.

DONATIONS/SUPPORTS

We want to acknowledge the following donations/supports:

(1)  Anonymous donation of a Parcel of Land for Bread of Heaven Anglican Church Igwe/QObi
Ohii, fenced with 3-room Block House.

(2) Bishop Lasbrey Girls’ Secondary School Irete Old Girls (1993 set) donated a Bus to the
School.

(3) Barr. J. C. Uwandu donated a parcel of land for Church planting at Beautiful Gate
Anglican Church Obioku Odumara Orodo.

(4)  Umuehinta Avu donated four plots of Land to the Diocese for Church planting and one of
them promised to build the Church.
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(5) Nathan Udogwu’'s Foundation (NGO) with Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and
Development hosted over 100 indigents women at the Bishop’s Court on 16" December,
2020 with 100 bags of rice, wrappers, beverages, tin tomatoes and cash of N3,000 each.

(6) Over 10 Set of Bands, 10 Megaphones and plastic chairs donated to our newly planted
churches/chapels by the Diocesan Women Ministries through President of the Women’s
Ministries Mrs. Chidiebere Oparah (Mama Owerri). The following churches/chapels
benefited from this donations: (i) Beautiful Gate Anglican Church, Obi Orodo, (ii) True
Vine Anglican Church Egbeade, (iii)) St. Mark’s Church Chapel Oba Orogwe, (iv) St
Michael's & All Angel Chapel Umuerem Ofekata Orodo_ (v) All Saints Church Chapel,
Umuagu Umuguma, (vi) All Saints Church Chapel,Diamond Estate Umuguma, (vii) All
Saints Church Chapel, Umunkwo Umuguma, (viii) Christ Church Chapel Umuduru
Mbieri Umuahii Parish, (ix) Anglican Church Obiakobo Mbieri Umuahii Parish, (x) St.
John’s Chapel Okuku, (xi) ADJS Mbieri,

(7)  Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and Development donated N1m to the Chapel of the
Holy Spirit, IMSU towards the ceiling of their Church on 7" February, 2021.

(8) Mama Owerri donated Lectern for the Christ Church Chapel Umuduru Mbieri (personal
donation) on 28" February, 2021.

(9) Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and Development donated N1m to St. Peter’'s Church
Umuguma for the building of their Parsonage on 30" May, 2021.

(10) Aid of N1m to Christ Church Nweorieubi for the purchase of land for their chapel at
Owerrenkalu.

(11) The Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and Development renovated the old Chapel/
Administrative Building at ADJS Mbieri which is now serving as temporary dormitory for
the Seminary and also furnish the principal office.

(12) Sir & Lady Nnamdi Iroegbu (UDU) is currently renovating the ADJS dormitory.

(13) An anonymous donated N100,000.00 each for 8 widows at St. Stephen’s Amankuta.

(14) An Anonymous donated a parcel of land and promised to build the Church and
Parsonage at Irete Missionary Archdeaconry.

DIOCESAN MUSIC FESTIVAL
Our 2020 Christmas Cantata was held on Saturday, December 14, 2020 at CATOL by 2.00pm
with different choirs drawn across our Diocese. It was glorious.

The Diocesan Music Competition sponsored by Sir Sam & Lady Chinwe Obaji was held at
CATOL on Saturday, 8" May, 2021. We thank God for them and pray for God’s blessings upon
them. The choirs were given cash prizes. The results of the Competition are as follow:

Grade 1

St. Peter’'s Church Umunjam Choir - 15t Position
St. Luke’s Akwakuma Choir - 2nd Position
Grade 2

St. Mark’s Amakohia Choir - 18t Position
St. Peter’'s Church Choir Ohuba Ubomiri - 2" Position
Grade 3

Alaenyi Ogwa Archdeaconry Choir - 18t Position
New Covenant Church Works Layout

Owerri Choir - 2" Position

ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF OWERRI POWER-PACKED ANOINTED CONVENTION (ADOWPAC)

The convention is a diocesan revival programme, which usually comes up every last weekend
in November every year. It was a great gathering of the people of God in this Diocese at
CATOL, Owerri, last year, which was anchored by DHU, Aguda, Lagos, from Wednesday 25"
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to Sunday 29" November, 2020 with the theme: “Pulling Down All Stronghold of Satan” (2
Cor. 10:3-4). This power packed convention comes up this year from Wednesday 24" to
Sunday, 28" November, 2021. Please make yourself available. The Venue is CATOL Owerri.
May God bless you as you come in Jesus’ name, Amen.

TRAIN A PASTOR

As part of the mission for Kingdom Expansion, training and retraining of a priest and to have a
Theological Formation in the Diocese, Trinity Theological College, Umuhia now have a Study
Centre in Owerri Anglican Diocese. The Diocese is sponsoring Rev. Etim Mkpa, a priest from
Uyo Diocese in our Theological College. He is studying for Bachelor's Degree in Theology.
Meanwhile, he is a priest in this Diocese, serving with his wife at St. Mark’s Church, Amakohia.

ORDINATION/PREFERMENT

20/12/2020 - Advent Diaconate Ordination

Rev. Chibuzor Sunday Ezeanyika

Rev. Prospect Nnamdi Okereke

Rev. Benjamin Chisom Ugorji

Rev. Chibuzo Samson Nnanekwu (From Bishop Felix Orji, Diocese of the
West, USA)

Rev. Gideon Uzochukwu Ibe (From Bishop Felix Oriji, Diocese of the West,
USA)

28/03/2021 - Installation of Canons

Rev. Canon Joshua Okechukwu Onwuliri, M.A
Rev. Canon Chigoziem Josiah Akowuba, B.A.
Rev. Canon Solomon Uchenna Akudinobi, Ph.D.
Rev. Canon Aaron Chimezirim Orji, B.A

Rev. Canon Kingsley Uchenna Anujue

Rev. Canon Benjamin Chijioke Agwah, Ph.D.
Rev. Canon Kingsley Oluchukwu Uzoma

Rev. Canon John Chinagorom Ugwuegbulam

. Rev. Canon Godfrey Udochukwu Iroenyenwa
10.Rev. Canon Engr. Michael Chidiebere Arimanwa, Ph.D.
11.Rev. Canon Samuel Chidorom Mgbeahuru

BN

o

CONDORWN =

Collation of Archdeacons

1. Ven. Chukwuemeka Ekeanyanwu

2. Ven. Innocent Chukwubuikem Agunanne

3. Ven. Evans Chidi Amadi, Ph.D.

4. Ven. Barr. Festus Chukwunyere Opara, Ph.D.

ADVENT DIACONATE & PRIESTLY ORDINATION

We will be holding our Advent Diaconate and Priestly Ordination on Thursday, 30" December,
2021 at Basilica of God’s Grace, Central Rectory, Orodo. This Church was built by Sir & Lady
Enoch & Felicia Chukwureh and the children. Also the Basilica of God’'s Grace Church will be
dedicated on the said date.

Those to be made Deacons are:
(1) Ord. Patrick Eze

(2) Ord. Samson Ekezie

(3) Ord. Prince Okii

Those to be ordained Priests are:
(1) Rev. Chibuzor Sunday Ezeanyika
(2) Rev. Prospect Nnamdi Okereke
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(3) Rev. Benjamin Chisom Ugorji
(4) Rev. Chibuzo Samson Nnanekwu (From Bishop Felix Orji, Diocese of the West, USA)
(5) Rev. Gideon Uzochukwu Ibe (From Bishop Felix Oriji, Diocese of the West, USA)

RETIREMENT OF PRIESTS/DIOCESAN STAFF
The following priests are due for retirement by 315t December, 2021. We thank God for their
families and we congratulate them.

(1

Ven. Benjamin Nwaneri

)
(2) Ven. Dr. Japhet Nwachukwu
(3) Rev. Josiah Onyekuru
(4) Rev. Goddy Iroenyenwa
(5) Mrs. Keziah Njoku

We wish them well in their retirement from active ministry.

PARISH INAUGURATION/INDUCTION OF PARISH PRIEST

11/10/2020 - Inauguration of St. John the Evangelist Akwakuma Parish and Induction of
Rev. Engr. Evans Ndubuisi as the Vicar.
29/08/2021 - Amakohia-Ubi Parish with the Headquarters at St. Matthias Church

Amakohia-Ubi with Rev. Johnson Odiwonma Egbujor as the Vicar.

ARCHDEACONRY INAUGURATION

Following the creation of Akwakuma Missionary Archdeaconry from Amakohia Archdeaconry at
the 2019 Synod at Achi Mbieri, the inauguration as full-fledged Archdeaconry was held on 12
September, 2021 with the Headquarter at St. Luke’s Church, Akwakuma. Ven. Benjamin
Nwaneri was inducted as the first Archdeacon.

CENTENARY CELEBRATION

22/11/2020 - St. James Church Uzii celebrated the 25 years Anniversary of the Church
and was pronounced Archdeaconry by His Lordship, Rt. Rev. Chukwuma
C. Oparah, Ph.D, JP.

28/12/2020 - St. James Church Ochii Ogwa celebrated their 100 years Centenary.
11/04/2021 - 100 years Centenary Celebration of St. Matthias Church Amakohia-Ubi
and creation of Amakohia-Ubi Parish with Rev. Johnson Egbujor as the first
Vicar.
18/04/2021 - Christ Church Owerri celebrated her 112 years Anniversary.

PLANTING OF NEW CHURCHES/CHAPELS FROM 19™ NOVEMBER 2018 AFTER OUR
ENTHRONEMENT AS BISHOP OF OWERRI - 30™ SEPTEMBER, 2021

1. 23/12/18 King of Kings Anglican Church, Ogbaku

2. 23/12/18 Our Saviour Anglican Church, Ogbaku

3. 23/12/18 Anglican Church of the Advent, Ogbaku

4. 27/01/19 St. John’s the Evangelist Chapel, Christian Kingdom Egbeada

5. 19/02/19 All Saints Church Chapel, Orji

6. 03/03/19 St. Michael’s Church Chapel Ekeihitte, Amaulu Mbieri

7. 10/03/19 St. Augustine’s Church Ofeogbara, Amaukwu Orodo

8. 10/03/19 St. Michael & All Angels Chapel, Imo Housing Estate, New Owerri
9. 07/04/19 Triumphant Anglican Church Umunwanlo Irete

10. 05/05/19 All Soul’s Anglican Chapel, F.M.C., Owerri
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11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.

26/05/19
28/07/19
05/08/19
11/08/19
08/09/19
08/09/19
08/09/19
08/09/19
08/09/19
08/09/19
08/09/19
08/09/19
08/09/19
28/09/19
13/10/19
10/11/19
08/12/19
09/02/20
26/02/20
22/03/20
22/03/20
22/03/20
10/05/20
31/05/20
31/05/20
31/05/20
31/05/20
31/05/20
31/05/20
31/05/20
31/05/20
31/05/20
31/05/20

20/09/20
14/02/21
14/02/21
20/09/20
31/01/21
31/01/21
31/01/21
31/01/21
31/01/21
31/01/21
14/02/21
21/02/21
23/02/21
28/02/21
21/03/21
04/04/21
11/04/21
08/08/21
22/08/21
29/08/21

Good Shepherd Anglican Church Akwakuma

St. Peter’'s Church Chapel, Okwuele Irete

St. Mark’s Church Chapel, Umudurudom Umunoha
Bishop George Cockin Anglican Church, Wetheral Road, Owerri
New Generation Anglican Chapel, Diocesan Knights Secretariat
Holy Trinity Anglican Church Chapel, Obazu Mbieri

St. Peter’s Church Chapel Umuohia Irete

St. Peter’s Church Chapel Technical School Umueye Irete
St. Augustine’s Anglican Chapel, Amaukwu Orodo

Christ Church Chapel Umocha-Ubomiri

Christ Church Chapel Owerre-nkalu Ifakala

Christ Church Chapel Umuchilewe Ifakala

Anglican Church Chapel Umunjam Mbieri

St. Peter’'s Church Umuelete Irete

Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti Anglican Chapel, Onitsha Road, Owerri
True Vine Anglican Church Egbeada

St. Michael & All Angels Chapel, Umuebinga Umunweke Mbieri
St. Paul’'s Chapel, New-Cross Hospital, Road Orji

St. Silas Church Chapel, Amawire Uratta

Victory Anglican Church Aboha Ohii

Bread of Heaven Anglican Church, Igwezi/Ogingwu Ohii
St. Bartholomew’s Anglican Church, Eshimeshi Ohii
Emmanuel Church Chapel Area L. New Owerri

Anglican Church of the Pentecost Area Old D. New Owerri
St. Titus Church Chapel Umuoba Uratta

Holy Trinity Church Chapel Obazu Mbieri

Holy Trinity Church Chapel Obazu Mbieri (Umuchoke)
Annunciation Anglican Church Umuneke Mbieri

All Saints Church Chapel Amudam, Awo Mbieri

All Saints Church Chapel Umuduegwo Awo Mbieri

All Saints Church Chapel Umuocha Awo Mbieri

Christ Church Chapel Obilubi Mbieri

St. Michael & All Angels Anglican Church Chapel Umuerem Ofekata,
Orodo

Nazareth Anglican Chapel Obiakabo Ohohia

Anglican Chapel Dimorji Obokwe Mbieri

Anglican Chapel Umudu

Beautiful Gate Anglican Church Obeoku Orodo

St. Philip’s Chapel Choice Area Ohii Orogwe Road

St. Augustine’s Chapel Umuele Orodo

St. Michael & All Angels Chapel Umuerem & Obiloma

All Saints Church Chapel Umuagu Umuguma

All Saints Church Chapel Diamond Estate, Umuguma

All Saints Church Chapel Umunkwo Umuguma

Christ Church Chapel Umuduru Mbieri

St. Mark’s Church Chapel Uba Orogwe

St. Mark’s Church Chapel Umunumo Orogwe

St. John’s Church Chapel Okuku

St. John’s Church Chapel Umuezu Ndegwu

St. Matthias Church Chapel Umuike Amakohia Ubi

St. Paul’s Chapel Umunaa/Umuabali Layout, Ubomiri
Holy Trinity Chapel, Umuori Uratta

Emmanuel Church Chapel, Umuehinta Avu

St. Peter’s Church Chapel, Umekwune Irete
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A total number of sixty-three churches were planted since our Episcopacy from November 2018.
We thank God for individual and collective participation in church planting. Please let us do
more. To meet the spiritual needs of these newly founded churches/chapels, a total of 121
Church Teachers (Evangelists) were employed so far from November 2018 to date. We request
that you support them and God’s work. We hope to employ more who are called as the work of
God is expanding. To God be the glory. Amen.

FOUNDATION STONE-LAYING

11/10/2020 - True Vine Anglican Church Chapel, Egbeada.

16/12/2020 - All Saints Church, Area C New Owerri Parsonage
17/12/2020 - Triumphant Anglican Church Building Irete

17/12/2020 - St. Andrew’s Anglican Church Parsonage Freezone, Irete
17/12/2020 - St. Barnabas Church Building Umuoma Irete

24/01/2021 - Victory Anglican Church, Aboha, Ohii

24/01/2021 - Bread of Heaven Anglican Church Igwezi/Obingwu Ohii
24/01/2021 - St. Bartholomew’s Anglican Church, Eshimeshi Ohii
24/01/2021 - St. Philip’s Anglican Church Secondary School, Ohii
14/02/2021 - St. Stephen’s Anglican Church Parsonage, Umuobom Mbieri
14/02/2021 - Christ Church Parsonage, Umuabhii

28/02/2021 - Anglican Church of the Holy Spirit, Control Post, New Owerri
16/05/2021 - Ascension Anglican Church Umuneke Obazu Mbieri Parish
30/05/2021 - St. Peter’s Church Parsonage, Umunwanyi Umuguma
21/07/2021 - Transfiguration International Christian Academy, CATOL, Owerri
25/01/2021 - Emmanuel Church Hall, Ihitaoha Uratta

08/08/2021 - St. Michael’s Church Building Obinze

29/08/2021 - St. Matthias Church Parsonage, Amakohia-Ubi

DEDICATION OF PROJECTS: The following projects were dedicated during the periods under
review.

10/11/2020 - Our Saviour Anglican Academy (OSAA) Classroom Complex Amakohia

01/12/2020 - Rev. Dr. & Dr. Mrs. Yadiri Ekeanyanwu’s House

06/12/2020 - Emmanuel Church Parsonage, Area L New Owerri

16/12/2020 - All Saints Church Area C, New Owerri Children’s Hall

22/12/2020 - H.R.H. Eze Mike Okere’s Palace, Avu

24/12/2020 - Trinity Eye Care Centre Built by Rev. & Dr. (Mrs) Sam Duru at Ubomiri

07/02/2021 - Chapel of the Holy Spirit Parsonage, IMSU Owerri

24/02/2021 - Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti Workers House, Egbeada, Amakohia
Archdeaconry

05/04/2021 - Ven. Augustine Uchehara Chapel, ADJS Mbieri

09/05/2021 - St. Barnabas Church Parsonage, Obeakpu Umunoha

16/05/2021 - Holy Trinity Church Obazu Mbieri Belfry

06/06/2021 - All Saints Church Nkwo Orji Parsonage

12/09/2021 - St. Philip’s Church Parsonage, Akwakuma

26/09/2021 - Bread of Life Anglican Church Item Street, Owerri

26/09/2021 - Bishop George Cockin Anglican Church, Wetheral Road, Owerri

26/09/2021 - St. Peter’'s Church Parsonage, Ikenegbu

CONFIRMATION: We visited these Parishes for Confirmation to the glory of God. Our joy is
that through the grace of God, these confirmed candidates accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord
and personal Saviour. Praise God. We pray for their sustenance, maturity and growth day by
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day in Jesus name, Amen. We commend the efforts of the Episcopal Pastoral team led by the
Bishop’s Senior Chaplain, Rev Canon Jonah Nwebo. They are as follow:

S/IN PARISH/AREA/ARCHDEACONRY NUMBER DATE

1 Idem Ogwa Parish 41 18/10/2020
2 St. Cyprians F.H.E. Owerri 48 25/10/2020
3 Blessed Holy Trinity Parish, New Owerri 25 08/11/2020
4 Eziama Obiato Parish 56 22/11/2020
5 All Saints Parish Umuguma 32 31/01/2021
6 Umuahii Mbieri Parish 46 14/02/2021
7 Avu Parish 85 02/05/2021
8 Umunoha Parish 45 19/05/2021
9 Ohohia Mbieri Parish 24 25/05/2021
10 | Umuguma Parish 54 30/05/2021
11 | Orji Parish 140 06/06/2021
12 | Ubakuru Mbieri Parish 26 13/06/2021
13 | Uratta Parish 100 25/07/2021
14 | Owerri Parish 134 15/08/2021
15 | Amaukwu Orodo Parish 44 22/08/2021
16 | Akwakuma Parish 55 12/09/2021
17 | Ikenegbu Parish 90 26/09/2021

Summarily, a total of 956 persons were confirmed within the period under review. To God be all
the glory.

ARMS OF THE CHURCH

WOMEN'’S MINISTRIES

The Women’s Ministries by God'’s grace are trying. The women are presently embarking on the
construction/building of two-storey building for College of Nursing Sciences at Ogwa. We pray
that our God will touch men and women of this Diocese and beyond to be veritable instruments
in actualising this project. We commend the efforts of Mama Owerri — Mrs. Chidiebere C.
Oparah, the Women Executive and the entire women of the Diocese. We thank God for the
revival and meaningful contributions that are seen in different families through the spiritual
teachings from our mothers. May God continue to use them in Jesus name, Amen. Our
Women’s Ministries Mothers’ Union Conference this year will hold from Thursday 18" to
Sunday 215t November, 2021 at Christ Church, Owerri. Pray for the success of the Conference.

MEN’S MINISTRIES/ACFF CONFERENCE 2021: The 12" Diocesan ACFF Conference was
held at Ebenezer Anglican Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa, Ibeama Ogwa Archdeaconry from
Thursday, 24" to Sunday, 27" June, 2021 with the Theme “The Beautiful Gate Experience: The
Expectation of Every Christian Father” (Acts 3). It was a great Conference of revival and we
thank God for the success of the Conference.

COUNCILS OF KNIGHTS
28




Fifty (50) new Knights together with their ladies were investitured as Knights of St. Christopher
of the Anglican Diocese of Owerri at CATOL, Owerri on Sunday, 3 January, 2021.

The Council of Knights had their Annual Trooping of Colours from Thursday 14" to Sunday, 17
January, 2021. We thank God for successful completion of the tenure for the immediate
Executive of the Council, ably led by Sir Gabriel Oduah. We appreciate all their efforts
throughout their tenure in piloting the affairs of the Council and pray that our good Lord will
reward their labour in Jesus name, Amen. We also thank God for the appointment of the new
Executive of Owerri Council of Knight with Sir Chinweuba Amachi as the President, Sir Henry
Ogojiaku as Vice President I, Sir Emma Nnawuchi as Vice President Il, Sir Godswill
Nwanguma as Secretary and Lady Phina Onyekuru as the Lady President. We pray that our
God of grace will see them through in this assignment in Jesus name, Amen. The council had
their Business meeting at St. Andrew’s Church, Aladinma on Saturday, 5" June, 2021. It was
well attended. The Knights are currently building the church located inside the Knights
Secretariat whose Foundation stone and naming was done on Sunday, September 13, 2020 by
the Lord Bishop, Rt Rev Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, PhD, JP. The Annual Harvest
Thanksgiving of the Council was well attended. We commend the Knights and Ladies for a
fruitful harvest.

EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP IN THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION (EFAC)

The Diocesan EFAC Convention this year was held at Christ Church Owerri from 16™ to 18"
October, 2020 with the theme: “Bring up the Ark of God’s Covenant”. The Owerri EFAC
Subzonal was hosted at Christ Church, Owerri from 15" — 18" April, 2021 with the theme:
Serving the Lord in the Prescribed way.

ANGLICAN YOUTH FELLOWSHIP (AYF)
The Diocesan Anglican Youth Fellowship Conference was held from Wednesday, 28" to

Sunday, 1%t August, 2021 with the theme “Go Forward” (Exodus 14:15) at St. Paul’'s Anglican
Church, Ubaha Orodo. The Conference was successful to the glory of God. The Joshua
Generation Youth Conference organized by Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) was
held at the University of Nigeria Nsukka from 5 to 10" April, 2021. The Church of Nigeria AYF
National Bible Conference was held at Imo State Polytechnic, Umuagwo, from Wednesday, 11t
to Sunday, 15" August, 2021. Our youths attended in their great number.

ANGLICAN CHILDREN MINISTRY (ACM)

Our ACM from the Diocesan level to station levels are doing well. Great thanks to our ACM
chaplains and teachers. ACM Conference this year was held from Wednesday 4™ to Saturday,
7t August, 2021 at St. Mark’s Church, Amakohia. They also participated in the National ACM
Conference.

CELEBRATION AND JOYS

06/11/2020 - Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Rowland Onyeukwu

29/11/2020 - Chief Hon. Willy Amadi 58™ Birthday

05/11/2020 - Wedding of Barr. & Mrs. Gery Kelechi Amadi

12/11/2020 - Wedding of Dr. & Mrs. Udogwu, son of Lady Stella Udogwu (Nathan
Udogwu’s Foundation)

23/12/2020 - Wedding of Mr. & Barr. (Mrs) Ifeanyi Okenkwo

27/12/2020 - Thanksgiving of Prof. Ernest Emenyonu

28/12/2020 - 10 years Episcopacy of Rt. Rev. Chamberlain Ogunedo of Mbaise Diocese

29/12/2020 - Thanksgiving of Chief Sir & Lady Nnamdi Iroegbu (Udu) on his 50%

Birthday.

31/12/2020 - 80t Birthday of Nneoma Grace Nwaneri

02/01/2021 - Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Christian Anyiam

08/01/2021 - Dedication of St. Peter’s Cathedral Church, Owerrinta, Isiala Ngwa South
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OUR SORROWS

08/10/2020
09/10/2020

14/10/2020

15/10/2020
30/10/2020

06/11/2020

06/11/2020
27/11/2020
03/12/2020
12/12/2020

18/12/2020

23/12/2020
24/12/2020

30/12/2020
15/01/2021
29/01/2021

13/02/2021
church,

25/02/2021

26/02/2021
25/05/2021
26/03/2021
26/03/2021

30/03/2021
07/04/2021
Church

08/04/2021

Diocese.
Thanksgiving Service of Most Rev. Hency C. Ndukuba, Primate of Church

Nigeria

Dedication of 46 rooms Guest House of Diocese of Okigwe
Dedication of Cathedral Church of Christ, Ezihe, Isi-Mbano Diocese
Thanksgiving of Mr. & Mrs. Obinwanne Iheama at Ebenezer Anglican
Church Ikwereazu Ogwa

Diocese of Egbu Celebrated 25 years Anniversary

Diocesan Singing Competition sponsored by Sir & Lady Obaiji.
Golden Jubilee Wedding Anniversary of Sir & Lady Sunny Nwosu

We thank God for the release of Dr. Mrs. Ojiugo Akakuru, wife of Ven.
Chukwuma Akakuru (Rtd). To God be the glory.

Burial of Mrs. Joy Ukwuegbulem at Ebenezer Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa
Burial of Hon. Justice Sir Godson Maduabuchukwu Nkwoada at St. John’s
Church, Ihiagwa.

Burial of Barr. Sir Jeptha Chukwunyere Achuko (father of Rev. lkenna
Achuko) at Christ Church Umuahii

Burial of Mrs. Comfort Ejiekpe (Mother of Ven. Ozioma Ejieke at Mbaise).
Burial of Chief J. O. Ahumaraeze (father of Hon. Chijioke Ahumaraeze) at
St. Thomas Church, Eziama-Obiato.

Burial of Ven. Charles I. Ojiruka (father in-law of Bishop Ezeoke of Aba and
Archbishop Onuoha) at Abia State.

Burial of Mrs. Abigail Uchegbu at H.T.C. Obazu Mbieri

Burial of Engr. Ezekiel 1zogu at Ideato

Burial of Mrs. Esther Onwuabiaubuka (Mother in-law of Bishop Chijioke Oti
Burial of Rev. Canon Godwin Okpara of Ideato Diocese at All Saints
Church Urualla.

Memorial Thanksgiving of Sir Emenike lhekwaba at St. Paul’s Church,
Nkwerre, Orlu Diocese.

Burial of Mrs. Elfrida Agubosim at St. Stephen’s Church, Amankuta Mbieri.
Burial of Mrs. Anumibe (Wife of Evang. Frank Anumibe DHU) at Ezihe, Isi
Mbano Diocese.

Burial of Mrs. Eunice Chinyere Ukwuegbu at St. James Church Ochi Ogwa
Burial of Sir Herbert Eronini at All Saints Church, Awo-Mbieri

Burial of Ugoeze Lady Phoebe Chienyenwa Obichere at Christ Church
Oforola.

Burial of Rt. Rev. Godson Echefu (Rtd Bishop of lIdeato) at St. Paul’s

Nkwere.

Burial of Dame Grace Iwuagwu (Wife of Bishop Iwuagwu (Rtd Bishop of
Aba) at St. Stephen’s Church Umunkwo Isi-Mbano Diocese

Burial of Mrs. Promise Ejiba at H.T.C. Obazu Mbieri.

Burial of Mrs. Joy Ogechi Ofoegbu at Emmanuel Church, lhitaoha

Burial of Sir Harold C. Ihemaguba at H.T.C. Obazu Mbieri

Burial of H.R.H. Eze Sir Alphaeus Uwaoma Chikezie at St. Thomas Church
Eziama Obiato

Burial of Rev. Cletus A. Agukwendu (The elder brother to Mama Owerri)
Burial of Mrs. Eunice Dike at (Mother of Bro. Dan Dike) at St. Mary’s

Amandugba, Orlu Diocese.
Burial of Rev. Japheth Okoro at St. Michael’s Church, Obinze
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17/05/2021

Burial of Mr. David Madujibeya (father —in-law to Rev. Joseph Igbo) at
H.T.C. Obazu Mbieri

21/05/2021 Burial of Ezinne Tryphina Chitumogu Oparaojiaku (mother of Bishop
Oparaojiaku) at H.T.C. Obazu Mbieri.

27/05/2021 Burial of Ven. Davidson Ozuzu Ph.D at H.T.C. Obazu Mbieri

28/05/2021 Burial of Mrs. Selina Ndukuba (mother of Most Rev. Henry Ndukuba,
Primate of Church of Nigeria) at St. Peter’'s Church, Ogberuru

03/06/2021 Burial of Mrs. Duruamaku (wife of Ven. Prof. Chukwuemeka Duruamaku) at
H.T.C. Obazu Mbieri

12/06/2021 Burial of Rt. Rev. Dr. Augustine A. Omole, Bishop of Sokoto

09/07/2021 Burial of Most Rev. Caleb A. Maduoma at St. Stephen’s Church, Awalla,
Ideato Diocese.

27/08/2021 Burial of Hon. Justice Sir Duke Nijiribeako (Former Chancellor of Diocese of
Owerri) at CATOL, Owerri

10/09/2021 Burial of Mrs. Eucharia Mba Onyeji at St. Paul’s Ubakuru Mbieri

17/09/2021 Burial of Ven. Chris Okeke at Diocese on the Niger On the Niger

24/09/2021 - Mrs. Peace Nwakama (Mother-in-law to Rev. Bright Emeribe)

28/09/2021 - Burial of Mrs. Vidah Iwuoha (Mother of Rev. Gospel Iwuoha) at Nazareth

Anglican Church, Ohohia-Mbieri.

May the Lord comfort all the families that lost their ones including those not captured in this
address and grant eternal repose to the deceased in Jesus name, Amen.

NEW FROM OWERRI ECCLESIASTICAL PROVINCE

Our Province organised a programme tagged Strategic Workshop on Mission and Evangelism
with the theme “Preparing the Church and her Work force for the 215t Century Mission”. This
came as a vision from the Archbishop of our Province, The Most Revd. David O. Onuoha, Ph.D.
45 persons attended from our Diocese, they include Archdeacons, representatives from
Women Ministries, Men’s Ministries, Council of Knights, ACM Chaplain, Anglican Youth
Fellowship, Boys & Girls Brigade. Mama Owerri was among them. It was held at Goshen
Retreat Centre, new Owerri from Sunday, 5" to Wednesday, 8" September, 2021. The Bishops
of our Church had this workshop as well at Lagos West Diocese.

Provincial Episcopal Synod And Council Meeting

The Provincial Episcopal and Council meetings were hosted by Diocese of Okigwe South from
3 — 4t February, 2021 and Diocese of Egbu from 14t — 15" September, 2021. We thank God
for the meetings and participation of all Dioceses in our Province (Owerri Ecclesiastical
Province). We congratulate the Bishops for a successful hosting.

Joint Provincial Council East Of The Niger

The Joint Provincial Council meeting was held at our CATOL, it was jointly hosted by all the
Dioceses in our Province from 17" — 18t March, 2021. The Joint Provincial Council covers the
55 Dioceses East of the Niger.

NEWS FROM CHURCH OF NIGERIA

Bishops Annual Retreat:

The Bishops of our Church had their Annual Retreat at Ibru Centre Agbarha-Otor, Delta State
from January 4" to 8t 2021 with the theme “Servant Leadership: The Imperative of Jesus
Christ”. We express our joy to God for using our Primate, Most Rev. Henry Ndukuba to organise
the retreat.
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Church of Nigeria Standing Committee:
This was held at All Saints Cathedral, Onitsha, Diocese On the Niger from 8™ to 12t February,
2021 with the theme — Costly Commitment: The Imperative in following Jesus Christ.

Divine Commonwealth Conference (DIVCCON)

This Annual Conference was held at the National Christian Centre, Abuja from 15" to 19
November, 2020. The theme was, we are more than conquerors. We were spiritually lifted. We
thank God that many faithfuls from our Diocese attended including your Bishop and his wife,
some Clergy and the Laity.

This year’s (2021) DIVCCON will hold from 8" to 12" November, 2021. We are also planning to
attend in our great number. The online registration is on.

Episcopal Strategic And Empowerment Programme
This workshop was held and hosted by Lagos West Diocese from 20" to 24" April, 2021. The
workshop could be described as a “Catalyst For Mission”. We thank God for the workshop.

St. Matthias, Advent, GAFCON Special Offering:
These are special offerings to support the work of God’s Mission and Kingdom Expansion in the
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion). Our Diocese has been paying our dues appropriately.

Church of Nigeria All Clergy Conference

Our Diocesan clergymen participated actively at the Church of Nigeria Clergy Conference 2021
held at Cathedral of St. Paul, Diobu, Port Harcourt, Rivers State from Monday, 23 — Friday 27
April, 2021. This unique Conference is held every four years.

Retirements:
The following Bishops retired from Episcopal Service:

e The Most Rev. Tunde Adeleye - Diocese of Calabar
e The Rt. Rev. Edafe Emamezi - Diocese of Western Izon
e The Rt. Rev. Amos Fagbamiye - ADOTT — Anglican Diocese of the Trinity, USA.

Election, Consecration and Enthronement of New Bishops, and Election and
Presentation of Archbishop

e The Rt. Rev. Obiora Ugochukwu - Diocese of Mbamili

e The Rt. Rev. Oluwagbemiro Fabuluje Diocese of Oke-Osun

e The Rt. Rev. Victor Epidade Okporu Diocese of Western I1zon
e The Rt. Rev. Prof. Nneoyi Egbe - Diocese of Calabar

Also, The Most Rev. Blessing Eyinda, Lord Bishop of the Diocese of lkwere was elected
Archbishop of Niger Delta Province and he has been presented.

We congratulate all of them.

THE NATION AND STATE

We will not stop calling on all Nigerians (both at home and diaspora) to come together to rebuild
our nation. It is still alarming that the security situation in our nation is still in shambles. Does it
mean that our security agencies cannot combat the menace of this insecurity? The rate of this
menace is threatening to all citizenry. The Buhari led administration is encouraged to wake-up
and champion this to see that we handle it once and for all. The enlisting of repentant Boko
Haram fighters into our military is totally condemned. The military is supposed to be men and
women of integrity and covering the territories of our country and state. The herdsmen carrying
gun and weapons must be handled according to law. We salute the courage of the South-South
Governors on their stand on open grazing which will drastically reduce the incessant killings of
innocent citizens.
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Corruption has eaten deep into the fabric of our nation. Who will salvage us? The corruption
saga must be salvage by everyone of us. The Church and her leaders must stand and preach
against it and provide a sound morality for our populace. Who will deliver this nation? God is
searching for a true leader who will drastically reform and positively turn this nation around.
God is not sleeping!

Covid is real! Please avail yourself the opportunity for free vaccine now. We encourage you to
encourage others so that we can protect ourselves and our Nation.

We have earlier called on the Federal Government during our Men’s Ministries Conference this
year to extend railway/rail transport services to Imo State.

We need good roads in Imo State. It is pitiable that apart from few good tarred roads within
Owerri Municipal. Many others out there is a dead trap.

The irregularities in payment of salaries and pensions in our State is highly condemned. Let's
raise a workable formula that will change the plight.

The state of Alvan lkoku College of Education Owerri needed to be heightened. President
Buhari on taking over from his predecessor, Goodluck Jonathan, automatically put on hold the
university status given to Alvan Federal College of Education with the Vice Chancellor
appointed. Up till today, the President Buhari led administration has not lifted that ban. We had
taught that the President’s visit to Imo State in September, 2021 would have made the
difference. In this regard, the Synod calls passionately to the State Governor, Distinguished
Senator Hope Uzodinma to champion this course. It will be a welcome development in Imo
State.

We pray that we continue to pray for Imo State and our nation and her leadership. One day
under God a new dawn will break and the people of this nation will shout for joy and publicly
acknowledge the Sovereignty of God that God is among His people. Let us encourage one
another with these words.

CONFERENCE THEME:
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ENCOURAGEMENT, AN INEVITABLE TOOL IN KINGDOM EXPANSION - THE LIFE AND
WORK OF BIBLICAL BARNABAS (Acts 4:32-37)

Introduction

In our elementary Bible Knowledge class, we were taught of the twelve Apostles of Jesus Christ
as well as Saul “the persecutor of brethren” who was later called Paul after his conversion and
who was responsible through the inspiration of God for writing most of the New Testament
books. Apart from them, there are other great men and women of faith in the Scriptures, of
which one of them is Barnabas. Barnabas introduced Paul to the brethren after his conversion
and was highly influential when it comes to the spread of gospel and he has been known as
Apostle of encouragement. In our discourse, we are going to look at the life and work of
Barnabas as it has been captioned “Encouragement, an inevitable tool in Kingdom Expansion —
The life and work of Biblical Barnabas” (Act4: 32-37).

Before proceeding, lets quickly look at the key words:

Encouragement: Encouragement according to English Dictionary is defined as follows (1) The
act of encouraging; incitement to action or practice. (2) That which serves to incite, support,
promote or advance as favour, countenance, reward; incentive; increase of confidence.
According to Oxford Dictionary, encouragement is the action of giving someone support,
confidence, or hope. It is persuasion to do or to continue something; or the act of trying to
stimulate the development of an activity, state or belief. — Encouragement is the giving of
courage, confidence, hope, support and help. It is a process of building each other up, coming
alongside another, strengthening the weak and sick and consoling the troubled.
Encouragement can help one build self-confidence, effort, motivation, success, self-esteem
and validation.

Inevitable: Impossible to avoid or prevent, that is unavoidable, inescapable. It is something
you cannot do without.

Tool: It is a device intended to make a task easier. An equipment used in a profession; a
device that aids in accomplishing a task; a means to an end.

Inevitable tool: An instrument you cannot do without (necessary and sufficient) in achieving a
goal. The goal in this context is kingdom expansion - making Jesus known in all generation.

Kingdom Expansion: This is making Christ known in all the earth. It has to do with soul
winning; making the lost world come to the knowledge of Christ and believing in Him also. It is
the command of Jesus Christ to His disciples as He was leaving (Mt 28: 16 -20, Mk 16 :15 -20,
Act 1: 8) and this has been passed down from generation to generation until it gets to us which
we are also to pass down to the generation after us if Christ tarries. This is known as the Great
Commission.

EXEGESIS OF ACTS 4:32-37
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32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed
that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared
everything they had. 32 With great power the apostles continued to
testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was
upon them all. 3* There were no needy persons among them. For
from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them,
brought the money from the sales 3% and put it at the apostles’ feet,
and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.

36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called
Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement), 37 sold a field he
owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet.

When Peter and John were captured and released (Acts 4:23-31) by the religious leaders/sects
(leading priests, the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees) because of their
preaching on resurrection and the resurrected Lord Jesus which gave birth to 5,000 men
believing the gospel, it was a gospel explosion, which accompanied the boldness they received
on the day of Pentecost (Act 2) which was yielding results. This resulted in a new manifestation
of God’s presence among them and a new boldness empowered by the Holy Spirit (Act 4:31)
and a people united in prayer.

The early Christian community was growing that the Scripture recorded that three thousand
were baptised on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:4) and kept on increasing that those who heard
the Word and believed as recorded in Acts 4:4 were five thousand men (excluding women and
children) as it was the custom of the day. If we are to include women and children (ACM) we
should double the number with little addition, so you could imagine those who heard the Word
of God and believed in it.

The early Church was not a small band of Christians who could gather in someone’s house, no,
it was far more substantial group than that — it was brand new, fast growing group. Our text
(Acts 4:32-37) shows that they have achieved a remarkable unity and harmony. The Church is
living in a world that is hostile/aggrieved against her in all of her programmes and plans — till
today. No wonder Jesus prays the prayer of oneness of believers in St John’s Gospel “ ... that
they may be one just as we are one” (Jn 17: 21-22).

The Council (Sanhedrin) has tried Peter and John for preaching the resurrection (or for healing
a lame man Acts 3:1-4:22). They could not see any fault just because they were more popular
than them, but Peter and Paul stood their ground to preach Christ hence they were called by
God and that they would obey God rather than the council (Acts 4:19-20). After these incidents
the Church prayed earnestly for courage/boldness to preach the gospel.

The Christian community according to Acts devoted themselves in prayer, worship, instruction
(Discipleship), fellowship and sharing. What follows in Acts 4:32-35 is just important examples
of the generosity of Barnabas (4:36-37), which is contrasting the deceit of Ananias and
Sapphira (5:1-11). The two stories feature opposing reactions to the call to share, and more
importantly, the acts of opposing forces. Whereas Barnabas a Christian correspond with those
inspired by God’s Spirit (cf 4:3-35, 36-37); those of Ananias and Sapphira are attributed to
Satan (5:3). However similar is the donations of these paired examples; the narrative aligns
their respective generosity and refusal with cosmic forces — which explains the condemnation of
the latter couple.
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In Acts 4:32, ‘All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his
possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had.’ Their common ownership
was not an imposition on them by Church leadership but their generosity is in their unity of heart
and soul. To add to the unity of heart and mind is that they had unity of purpose as they were
testifying to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus and much grace (Charis) was upon them all.
These Christian brethren loved themselves and took care of one another just as in a biological
family of which they were in Christ Jesus - the new family of Christ called ‘Christians’ in Antioch
(Act 11: 20 - 26) as people saw the unique attributes of Christ in them. The Church promotes
helping those in need but does that according people’s needs. No wonder Peter rebuked
Ananias and Sapphira for trying to deceive the Church by making it appear as if they were more
generous than they really were. Peter comments “While you kept it, didn’t it remain your own?
After it was sold wasn't it in your power? How is it that you have conceived this thing in your
heart? You haven't lied to men but to God (Act 5 :4). In other words, their sin was dishonesty as
their gift was completely voluntary.

The unity seen in the early Christian Church was a wonderful evidence of the work of God’s
Spirit among them. Because of their unity, they regarded people more important than things.

They had all things in common: they recognised God’s ownership of everything; that whatever
they have all belonged to God and they give it back to God (1 Chr. 19: 11-14). Because God
had touched their lives so deeply; they found it easy to share all as they obey the injunction of
Jesus Christ to store up treasure in heaven (Mt 6:19 -21, Lk 12:32 -34).

It is worthy of note that what is remarkable about the generosity of the early church is that it was
entirely voluntary, and sacrificial. Their generosity was free and it was abundant. It was free, as
no one forced them to do it. They gave willingly and voluntarily. It was their choice. The first
church in Act 4 was a Christian family, not a Communist state. Their generosity was not forced
upon them by a government agency or at gunpoint. They gave willingly and freely because they
wanted to. They gave freely and willingly to their fellow Christians because they viewed them as
fellow family members — as brothers and sisters in Christ. It was their heart’s desire to support
one another financially; as it was pointed out by Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 9 :7 that all
Christians should give freely and wholeheartedly as it is stated “Each of you should give what
you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.”

Our text in Acts (4: 34-35) states that they did not only give away some of their income, but they
also sold some of their assets and laid them at their church leaders’ feet as it is recorded in
verses 34 and 35: “from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the
money from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had
need.” The early Christians did not cling on to the assets they had. They were willing to let them
go if they saw a need that had to be met. They were even willing to sacrifice their personal
assets, their accumulated wealth and even their ‘family inheritance’ all for the sake of the wider
church.

In verse 36, one man’s sacrificial giving was singled out for special mention from all the giving:
“‘Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of
Encouragement), 3" sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the
apostles’ feet.”
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There is no doubt that the Lord Jesus would have approved of Barnabas’ sacrificial giving. His
giving may be likened to that of the widow in St Luke’s Gospel whom Jesus Christ recognized
her generous and sacrificial giving (Lk 21:2-3). Her coins were not worth much, but they were
all she had. The widow’s small but sacrificial giving was pleasing to Jesus, as the sacrificial
giving of generosity of Barnabas would have pleased Him too.

It is worthy to note that the generosity of the early church was motivated by the fact that the
early Christians knew they were children of a generous God. Their generosity was a grateful
response to the generosity and grace that God had shown to them by given His only begotten
Son Jesus Christ for their salvation. They knew that their heavenly Father had handed over His
Son, His most precious possession, to be crucified for us. Faced with such generosity from God,
they should give generously to God’s people and to His work as expression of their gratitude to
God. God also gave His Holy Spirit. In fact, God first gave them all (1Jn 3:16 —17, Jn15: 13, 1Jn
4:19 - 21, Dt 15: 7- 8) and there is no other way to reciprocate that love than to give to God and
His church. This is worthy of emulation especially for us Christians today.

One thing that the Holy Spirit does in Christians is the change of heart. He changes our hearts
to help us love God and His God’s people. As we grow in our Christian faith, we should not be
surprised if our love for our Christian brothers and sisters increases; it is a sign that the Holy
Spirit is at work in us.

The Holy Spirit was certainly at work in the early church. Nothing else could explain the unity of
heart and mind that they enjoyed together. Nothing else can explain why they were motivated to
give so generously to one another and towards God’s work.

May God fill us with His Holy Spirit so that like the early Christians, we should encourage one
another through our giving such that people with genuine needs will be ministered according to
their needs in Jesus’ name.

THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE BIBLICAL BARNABAS

Barnabas was a Levite from Mediterranean island of Cyprus. His real name was Joseph, which
is a Hebrew name meaning he will add or increase, but the apostles nicknamed him Barnabas
meaning “son of encouragement,” or “son of consolation” (Act 4: 36) because he loved to
encourage others. Barnabas’ name appears 23 times in Acts, and 5 times in the letters of Paul.

Barnabas is an evangelizing apostle; a church leader with a model of integrity and character.
The Book of Acts calls him a good man (11:24), a prophet and teacher (13:1), an apostle (14:14)
and one through whom God worked miracles (15:12) and loads him with accolades. Acts
recounts the times he faced persecution (13:45; 14:19) and risked his life for the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ (15:26). Barnabas believed that Saul truly had been converted (9:27), saw
the potential of his kinsman John Mark (12:25), and championed them both at different times
(11:25-26; 15:36-41). 1 Corinthians 9:6 affirms his character by noting he worked while serving
congregations in order not to burden them. He was nicknamed Son of Encouragement (Acts
4:36), because he seeks out and assists others. The Biblical text highlights this twice with
Saul/Paul (9:26-28; 11:25-26), once concerning the vibrant church in Antioch, Syria (11:19-30)
and once in connection with his younger kinsman, John Mark (15:36—41). Often these other
individuals and groups are believers in Jesus who, for whatever reason, run a bit against the
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grain of mainstream thought and action. Instead of banishing them, Barnabas not only
deliberately encounters them, but also listens to them and welcomes them warmly.

Despite the many times Barnabas appears in the Biblical text, he lacks the scholarly attention
accorded to his evangelist and writing colleague, Saul who was later called Paul after his
conversion (Robin, 2020). Robin stated that according to early traditions, Barnabas was taught
by Gamaliel and became a follower of Jesus. Among his first converts was Mary, his
kinswoman and John Mark’s mother. Barnabas accompanied Jesus during his travels in Galilee
and Jesus chose him as one of the Seventy Apostles. That Barnabas also tried to convert Saul,
and Gamaliel’s pupil, but Saul rejected his teaching and chose instead to persecute the new
believers.

Robin says that the Bible typically remains silent about his physical descriptions; yet clues
provide boundaries for the imagination. On a missionary journey with Paul to Lystra, a miracle
took place—a lame man walked and the astonished people call Barnabas Zeus and Paul
Hermes, because Paul was the chief speaker (Acts 14:11-13). Busts of Zeus, the supreme
ruler of Mount Olympus, depict a middle-aged but physically powerful and muscular man who is
both regal and commanding. Perhaps that describes Barnabas.

Acts of Apostles introduces Barnabas as Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, with a story about
money and giving (Acts 4:36-37). In this first mention of Barnabas, Luke, traditionally regarded
as the writer of both Luke and Acts, recounts his generosity: Barnabas sells a field and places
the money at the apostles’ feet. This public gesture and his humbleness stand in sharp contrast
to the subsequent Lucan example regarding money: the conniving, lying, hording attitude of
Ananias and Sapphira (5:1-11).

The text gives no indication that Barnabas’ gift responded to a call from church leadership for
money. Unlike other New Testament situations (1 Cor. 16:1, 3), there seems to have been no
pressing need for a large financial contribution. Instead, Barnabas’ gesture sparkles with
spontaneity and joy. Barnabas gives the gift without stipulations and for the use of the Christian
community. The field’s sale and the donation of its proceeds put Barnabas in an immediate
leadership position, even though he is not part of the original Twelve disciples or a member of
the Seven, the Greek-speaking servants of the widows who dealt with the daily distribution of
food (Acts 6:1-2, 5). Robin (2021) however noted that his single act of generosity
unquestionably earned him lifelong favor and standing in the early Christian community and his
action shows he acknowledges the apostles’ authority and submits to it.

The Church tradition developed outside of the canon of the New Testament describes the
martyrdom of many saints, including the legend of the martyrdom of Barnabas. It relates that
certain Jews coming to Syria and Salamis, where Barnabas was then preaching the gospel,
being highly exasperated at his extraordinary success, fell upon him as he was disputing in the
synagogue, dragged him out, and, after the most inhumane tortures, stoned him to death. His
kinsman, John Mark, who was a spectator of this barbarous action, privately interred his body.
Barnabas was martyred for the Christian faith on Cyprus in 61 AD. Barnabas the Apostle is
remembered in the Church of England with a Festival on 11 June.

The life and work of Barnabas should be a challenge to us believers of today both in our
personal lives and ministries and these are some lessons from his life and ministry:
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Barnabas was focused on living wholeheartedly for God, especially in unselfish
ministry to others. In like manners, our main objective is not to build up our distinctive
“brand identity” as Christians, rather, it is to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit's leading
and invest our time and talents in evangelizing the lost, edifying the saints, and
exalting the Lord.

He puts others first, especially in providing encouragement and exhortation which
should remind us that Christian service is primarily not about us, but about those
whom the Holy Spirit directs us to serve. No matter the circumstances and situations
around us we are empowered by God to encourage others especially those who are
demoralized and those who are wavering in their faith.

Barnabas ministered effectively in both Jewish and Greco-Roman contexts as he did
not discriminate to where he was to go. It is also required of us that we should go
wherever the spirit is directing we should go as You dear not choose your lot (A&M
356); but we must equip ourselves especially with the understanding of the world in
which we live, along with the Word we seek to proclaim and being flexible and skilled
as we encounter the unsaved in unfamiliar cultural contexts.

Barnabas was so mindful of God’s eternal kingdom while he was living in the world so
we also should be mindful that our existential horizon is not limited to our brief life on
earth, but everlasting glory that will be revealed in Christ and that should spur us into
kind and generous spirit. Barnabas modeled, including the -cultivation of an
openhanded attitude towards earthly possessions so as to be free to operate
responsibly and charitably toward others in need.

His ministry in the church was distinguished by his substantial generosity, which is one
of the hallmarks of salvation- letting go of our greed and right to control our own
finances and selfish interest.

He took risks as he vouched for Paul’s integrity as a genuine disciple of Jesus and so
we may have the God-given privilege of putting our lives on the line for the sake of the
gospel, but we must be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s leading in ministering on behalf of
others, even when it may contradict the shortsightedness of conventional wisdom.

Barnabas stands out for his exceptional character as it is true of Jesus’ disciple that
involves maintaining an unshakable confidence in the Lord and living in the power of
the Holy Spirit to follow Christ’s leading through every life circumstance, so as to grow
in Christlikeness and flourish as faithful followers of Christ.

Barnabas rather than work alone sought the help of others, such as Paul which is an
attitude that is not common with our contemporary, independent-minded Christians.
He braces a team-oriented approach to Christian ministry which includes proactively
seeking out other believers with whom we can partner in reaching the lost with the
gospel and building up Jesus’ disciples in their faith. He worked as a team, and not in
isolation knowing that the body of Christ is one (1 Cor 12: 12).

Barnabas takes into account how others around him are doing. In like manner, the
Holy Spirit can enable us to partner with other Christians to alleviate the suffering of

39



(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)
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people in distress, which is a tangible way for us to show the love of Jesus and the
power of the gospel to transform lives.

Barnabas recognized that serving as a disciple of Jesus involved more than just
meeting the temporal (physical) needs of people. As an apostle, prophet, and teacher,
he was committed to proclaiming the gospel to the lost. We are also encouraged to
proclaim the good news to the unsaved as our act of generosity is good but cannot be
substituted for sharing the saving truth about Jesus with our family, friends, neighbors,
and coworkers.

Barnabas understood the importance of prayer in the effective spread of the gospel as
such the importance of prayer for our lives and ministries cannot be overlooked as
Jesus wants us, as His Spirit-filled disciples, to go before the Father’s throne of grace
with our petitions (Phil 4:6).

For Barnabas, the ultimate goal was bringing as many unsaved as possible to faith in
Christ Jesus as that should be our utmost objective or goal.

Barnabas did not insist that other believers financially support him in his ministry
endeavors this simply means we have the distinctive privilege of offering the good
news to the lost based on the monetary resources God has made available to us
through our employment or live endeavours.

We should be mindful of how people see our belief, behavour and actions as
Barnabas cared about how other believers perceived his beliefs and actions.

We should not rule out controversies in the ministry as Barnabas willingly faced the
controversies that arose in the ministry of the gospel, as there are others who have
distorted views about the teachings and priorities of the Church. But we need not fear
moments of dissention and debate as with the first generation of Christians, the Holy
Spirit can guide us to remain humble in our attitude, biblically grounded in our
theological convictions, and civil in our responses to others who disagree with us.

Barnabas was willing to forgive other believers. He was also eager to give them
another opportunity to become more effective in their service for Christ. Though
Barnabas had seen the failures and limitations of John Mark in other settings,
Barnabas also saw the potential for growth and restoration. He was right’. Even Paul
later admitted that John was a valued colleague in the work of the ministry.

The trajectory of Barnabas’ life included his work as an apostle, prophet, and teacher.
Similarly, the legacy of our accomplishments as Jesus’ disciples spans the arc of our
decades-long walk with the Lord. It requires that we remain committed to serve others
in His name and for His glory.

****Implications of works and life of Biblical Barnabas to the churches today
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There are lots of implications of the works and life of the Biblical Barnabas to today’s
churches and believers which are outlined as follow:

(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)

(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)
(15)

Our lives should be an encouragement to others.
We should care for one another.

The spread of the gospel of our Lord Jesus should be our utmost priority. That is
ensuring that gospel reaches the unreached/unsaved.

We should work as a team and not in isolation as harmonious team work is paramount to
our corporate existence

We should consider people’s gifts and allow them to exercise their gifts.
We should not consider others better than ourselves as we but consider others first.
We should be “good men, full of Holy Spirit and faith” — Christ-like in all our dealings.

We should have forgiving spirit and be accommodating knowing there are individual
differences and also make allowances for one another.

Giving to God and to others should be voluntary, done with a cheerful heart and not by
compulsion or grudgingly.

We should not loose sight of prayer as prayer opens the door for God to hear our
petitions and enables us to overcome trails and temptations (Lk 22 :32).

We should not take the place of God in our lives and ministry especially when God is
moving or performing wonders/miracles through us.

We should be ‘peoples person’ as Robin Gallaher describes Barnabas which in our Igbo
translation is “madu oha”, but should not forget that we are not of the world. Barnabas
may have been given this attribute because he is a good man and easily approachable.
Therefore, we should be easily approachable.

We must be ready to let people know the truth about others at any point in time as
Barnabas was able to introduce Saul the repented persecutor of brethren to the Christian
community.

We should be trustworthy, humble and discerning.

Our Ministry should be fact-finding mission, mentorship and not of hostility and jealousy.

Encouragement as an inevitable tool for Kingdom Expansion

Encouragement is the giving of courage, confidence, hope, support and help. It is a process of
building each other up, coming alongside another, strengthening the weak, the sick and
consoling the troubled. It can help one build self-confidence, effort, motivation, success, self-
esteem and validation. It has been seen as an inevitable tool in kingdom expansion. It is a must
use instrument in achieving the mission and mandate of Christ in all generation. As Christians
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we have been admonished to encourage one another even as the day is drawing near (Heb.
10:25b).

Encouragement can come in different forms, but all these forms can be summed them into
three namely words, thoughts and deeds(actions).

Words: Words can serve as encouragement to people or an individual. These words could be
written, spoken, exhortation, praise, admonition, etc which can be collectively called words of
encouragement. St Pauls in his words of encouragement to believers concerning the
persecution and other prevailing circumstances in this world especial afflictions of this present
age and the hope of the glory to be revealed states “/ consider that our present sufferings are
not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us” (Rm 8:18). Paul also encourages
the believers through his writing by reassuring them that Jesus will come again as he states
“Come, O Lord!” — “Maranatha” (1 Cor 16:22b). Jesus in His words of encouragement to His
disciples about His departure and the challenges ahead of them says “Let not your hearts be
troubled. Trust in God, trust also in me” (Jn.14:1). Joshua was personally encouraged by God
as God assured him that He will be with him as He was with his predecessor to lead his people
to the promised land (Jos 1:5-7).

Certainly, words can be huge lots of encouragement in the spread of the Gospel (Kingdom
expansion). There are times it seems all hopes are lost especially in the journey of life to
eternity, but when one remembers the encouraging and comforting words of the Lord; one is
encouraged to continue as there is a race to be run and victory to be won, only when one
endures to the end (1 Cor 9:24-27, Mt 10:22, 24: 13, Mk 13:13). This may be the reason why
the book of Hebrew admonishes us to encourage each other as the day is drawing near.

Thoughts: Encouragement can come in form of thoughts, perception, plan, warning, thinking,
behaviour/lifestyle. When you know there is a thought or perception which someone or people
have for you which is not evil but good, it encourages you. It is there to encourage one in the
faith. These thoughts can be expressed in form of prayers being offered for you which you may
or may not be aware of. But knowing that some brethren are upholding you in prayers is a big
encouragement. As a church or body of Christ we should have good thought for one another
even as God has for us “For | know the plans | have for you declares the Lord, plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plan to give you hope and a future.” NIV (Jer 29”11). In another
version, it says “For | know the thoughts that | think toward you, saith the Lord, thought of peace,
and not of evil, to give you an expected end’ (KJV).

The Lord also assumed us of answered prayers as the thought He has for His children (Jer 33:3.
Jer 29:12). St Paul’s also encourages that our behaviour or life style should also be an
encouragement to one another in the faith as he states “imitate me as | imitate Christ’ (1 Cor
11:1).

Deeds/Actions: Our different act of kindness, show of love expressed through giving/alms -
giving, visitations, fellowshipping, cares, etc are all deeds or actions which can be an
encouragement to someone or group of people especially in the household of faith.

Barnabas’ giving to the early church was a very huge encouragement especially in the spread
of the gospel which cause his name to be changed from Joseph his Hebrew name to a
nickname Barnabas - the son of encouragement(Act 4:36), which took over his birth name.
Barnabas visit to the church in Antioch was an encouragement to the Church and his teachings
and their life style fetched them the name Christians meaning Christlike (Act 11: 22-26). The
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book of Hebrew admonishes us not to neglect the fellowship of believers and also to look for
ways to spur one another onto good deeds (Heb. 10:24-25). No wonder the King separated the
sheep from the goat and put the sheep at the right hand and said to those at the right hand:

“Come, you who are blessed by the Father, take your inheritance,

the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For |

was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and

you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited

me in, | needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you

looked after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me” (Mt 25:

34 -36).

Note that your words, thoughts and deeds should be encouragement to others in the spread of
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ as your life should reflect the life of Christ.

Conclusion

We say to you, be like Barnabas. In Barnabas, we find an excellent example of a Christian
mentor. He encouraged Paul and believed in him when no one else trusted him after his
conversion, and his testimony about Paul is true. He provided Paul with opportunities to
minister in Antioch and traveled with Paul on their first missionary journey. He was also willing
to let Paul advance as he moved on to encourage the next mentee John Mark who needed his
support.

And for both Paul and John Mark, Barnabas did an excellent job in preparing them for ministry
and the life after here. In fact, Paul ended up being more prominent than Barnabas and by the
end of their missionary journey in Acts 15:2, they were no longer referred to as Barnabas and
Paul; instead, they were called Paul and Barnabas; yet Barnabas was not perturbed, which is
not likely to augur well with some today’s believers.

Note that Barnabas is still human, but striving to be like Christ. So, we should not rule out
completely mistakes, but we must not die in our mistakes, but must strive to be out of it and ask
God for grace not to go into such mistakes again. Remember, the righteous may fall several
times, but must also rise----- (- )

Be an Encourager to other believers. Like Barnabas we should be source of encouragement to
others in their journey through life to point them to Jesus and help them grow in ministry just as
others have held our hands through different stages in our own lives.

Note that problems or controversies are bound to come but your ability to handle that and forge
ahead with the gospel of our Lord is what is paramount. Barnabas had problem with Paul but
that did not stop the spread of the gospel rather it facilitated the wide spread of the gospel,
which finally Paul acknowledges what Barnabas did as good as John Mark continued in the
same mission in which the two of them were committed to. Remember that the mind of Paul in
relation to the issue of John Mark did not depict the mind of Christ as there must be room for
forgiveness and reconciliation as that is the ministry of Christ as Christ rightly pointed out that
He has come to seek the lost ( Lk 19:10, Mt 9:13). Well, that is human nature in man which we
must not allow to control us in ministering to God’s people (kingdom expansion). St Paul in Gal
5:17 states that the flesh is in constant war with the spirit. Thank God that Barnabas being a
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leader did not succumb to Paul’s pressure or advice, who knows where John Mark would have
been by now in the history of Christianity, but Paul later realized and commended John Mark’s
efforts.

***It is also important to know that conflict between believers—even apostles—can happen.
However, two factors that are crucial in avoiding or minimizing conflict are first, prayer (1:14;
2:42; 6:4; 9:11) and decond, the need for a mediator or peacemaker.

Barnabas “was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith.” We should also strive to be as
such, but the question is Are you ‘a good man’ and in what respect? Hope it is not in what the
world describes as good, yet it is evi. Remember you are not of the world in as much as you
are in the world. It was written that the disciples were called Christians for the first time in
Antioch (Acts 11:26) . Perhaps the character traits of Barnabas such as his goodness, faith, big
heartedness, courage, generosity, humbleness, self-sacrifice, open-mindedness, boldness and
the fact the he was full of the Holy Spirit were also seen on the other believers.

| charge you therefore to be like Barnabas in the spread of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Barnabas stood firm, led others to Christ and did extraordinary work for the kingdom. He was
really a “man of encouragement”. He gave his life to the Church and sacrificed much for the
faith. Barnabas and Paul together with other Church leaders were instrumental in spreading the
gospel across the world, converting both Jews and Gentiles. Because of him and other
missionaries, today we know Jesus. Barnabas indeed was a great missioner and an
encouragement to the spread of the Gospel.

Thank you for listening.

Your brother, friend and Bishop,

+ Chukwuma Owerri
Synod 2021
Trinity 18
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SECOND NIGER BRIDGE: The Church commends the Federal Govumu -
the construction of the Second Niger Bridge, whilst appealing for speed to see e
the work is complete in record time,
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