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INTRODUCTION

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen.

We return all gory to our only God and Heavenly Father who sustained us and
guided us from the last Synod till this year's Synod. We are grateful to God
for yet another time of refreshing and reflection in His presence. May God’s
name be praised. Amen.

The synod theme from our inception are as follows: 2019 - “You Are Important:
Divine Recognition for Effective Church Growth and Expansion” (Mark 16:15);
2020 - “Sacrificial Giving for Accomplishing God’s Mission and Mandate:
Macedonian Example” (2 Cor. 8:1-19); 2021 - “Encouragement, an inevitable
tool in Kingdom Expansion — the life and work of Biblical Barnabas” (Acts

4:32-37); and in this year 2022 - Discipleship:The Basis for Christian
Growth in the Mission of the Church and Social Transformation
(Matthew 28:19-20).

We pray that the Almighty God will help us to be veritable instruments for
discipleship in the propagation of the gospel in Jesus name, Amen.

APPRECIATION AND WELCOME

We thank God for gathering us in this year's Synod holding at St. Peter’s
Anglican Church, Irete, Irete Missionary Archdeaconry. This gathering is unto
our God and to the blessing of His children. We therefore welcome all
delegates and appreciate your presence in this 2" Session of the 22" Synod
of our Diocese that holds from 29" September to 29 October, 2022, with the
Theme - Discipleship: The Basis for Christian Growth In The Mission Of The
Church And Social Transformation (Matthew 28:19-20).

We welcome and appreciate all our Church leaders and fathers in the Lord
especially His Grace, the Most Rev. David O. C. Onuoha PhD, the Archbishop
of Owerri Ecclesiastical Province and Bishop of Okigwe South and my brother
bishops here present. | salute in a special way our Guest Speaker/Preacher,
the Rt. Rev. Dr. Chijioke B. N. Oti, Lord Bishop, Diocese On the Lake and our
Bible Study Facilitator Rt. Rev. Chigozirim Onyegbule, Lord Bishop of
Ikwuano Diocese.

| welcome and appreciate my wife and partner in progress, Dr. (Mrs.)
Chidiebere Chukwuma Oparah (Mama Owerri), President, Women’s
Ministries. Thank you for your prayers and support. | appreciate our children
as well — Miracle, Marvelous, Magnify, Mmesoma and Melody.

We appreciate all our priests and their wives in their ecclesiastical file and
ranks — Archdeacons, Administrators, Rectors, All Canons, Reverends and all
Evangelists. Well-done, as you continue to serve God and humanity.

Our Legal Officers deserve our appreciation and commendation: Lord
Chancellor, Hon Justice Lady Evelyn Anyadike,our Registrar/Clerk, Barr. Sir
Chukwuma Ekomaru, SAN; Barr. Leslie Njemanze, Barr. Osita Nwanjo, Barr.
Kelechi Akuruka, Barr. Lady Chioma Emukah, Ph.D, Thank you all for always
making yourself available for God’s use.



The Synod Organizing and Management Committee led by the Clerical Synod
Secretary, Ven. Michael Amadi and the Synod Contact and Mobilization ably
led by Sir Henry Ogojiaku are highly welcomed.

We express our gratitude to the entire congregation of Irete Missionary
Archdeaconry and most importantly, to the Archdeacon and wife, Ven.
Onyinyeoma & Dr. Mrs. Udodinma Onyeagocha, the entire church workers,
the LOC ably led by Sir. Prof. Basil Agoha and the good people of Irete
Missionary Archdeaconry for making the venue ready for God and His people.
May God bless your labour of love

We also appreciate and welcome different groups in our Diocese — the
Council of Knights ably led by Sir Chiweuba Amachi. The Lay Coordinator of
the Men’s Ministries, Engr. Sir Baldwin Onozie and the Men’s Ministry,
Women Ministries, AYF (youths), EFAC, ACM, Boys and Girls Brigade etc.
Our Brothers and sisters in our Diocese and in Diaspora that we always
connect through prayers. May God bless you all in Jesus name.

We welcome and appreciate all Synod Delegates, Bishop’s Nominees, invited
Guests, Synod Angels, Choir, Medical Team, Diocesan Staff and all God’s
people here. May God bless you for being here. Amen.

ABRIDGED HISTORY OF IRETE MISSIONARY ARCHDEACONRY

ST PETER’S (ANG.) CHURCH, IRETE

Irete is a town after Eregenwa, the youngest of the five sons of Nwoha, the
fore father of Umunwoha Ofo-Ise. Before the advent of Christianity in Irete in
1915, Irete and her neighbouring villages were engrossed in idolatory,
worshipping idols and deities like earth goddess (nne ala), Amadioha (god of
thunder), Ogbohodu and Nkolo. The year 1915 was significant in the history of
evangelism by the CMS in Irete. The zealous young Christians of Irete Agu-
Ubiam decided to bring the Christian faith in Irete land. The early converts to
Christianity in Irete include John Ogbuebilie, Paul Opara-Ocha, Daniel
Chigbundu, Samuel Igwe, Isaiah lwuoha, Job Nwainwere, Abraham Eluchie,
George Ohiri and Michael Owumalam. They carried the gospel from house to
house, compound to compound, singing and preaching the gospel to their
people. Some of the popular songs they sang then were: “Dibia ukwu no nso
ugbua” Abu 253 which is interpreted as “The great physician is near now”;
“K” uzo ra obu Jisos. The men converts brought out their idols, charms and
amulets for destruction by the Christians.

The then Warrant Chief of Irete, Okenwa Eguzorbe made his court, “Nwabete”
available to the CMS for Church services on Sundays. The stay of the Church
in Chief Okenwa’s court lasted for a few months when they were offered a
more convenient and permanent site for worship by Nze Ogbuehi Eluchie of
Umuoyo lIrete. Later, more land for expansion of the Church was given by
Okenwa and Owuamanam families of Umungada Irete.

The first resident Church workers posted to the CMS Church, Irete was Mr.
George Okeke Anyiwo of Aro-Egbuoma in Oguta Parish. His loads were
collected from Nkwesi by a group of able bodied young men led by Paul



Oparaocha. Mr. Isaiah lwuoha, Paul Oparaocha and Daniel Chibundu were
first set of Christians to receive the Holy Communion/Confirmation. Mr. Job
and Mrs. Ruth Nwainwere were the first couple from Irete to wed at Egbu. The
new faith like the small mustard seed group grew to accommodate more
Christians. Irete Church was granted a Royal licence for wedding in early
1940s.

MARCHING FORWARD AND DEVELOPMENT
PROJECTS
THE FIRST CHURCH BUILDING

The First Church building was completed in Irete in October 1915. The
Church building had a thatched roof with mat walls. It had the capacity to
accommodate about one hundred worshipers.

THE SECOND CHURCH BUILDING

The Second Church building was situated near the present cemetery. Having
gone through the challenges from rivals and persecutions, the Church
embarked on construction of a more spacious building to accommodate her
overflowing membership in 1930. It was built with mat roof and mud, the dwarf
walls with bamboo. The Church had a dimension of 70 by 30 feet.

THE THIRD CHURCH BUILDING

The Third Church building was sited near the present Church building in
between the present Church and the Church hall. As the membership of the
Church increased, there was need to expand the building with another new
edifice in 1944. The third Church building was built with mud blocks and mat
roof. With modernization, the building was given facelift between 1944 and
1948 by replacing the mat roof with corrugated iron sheets while the mud wall
was plastered. The building could house about 500 worshippers; it was well
ventilated and spacious.

The altar was later equipped with modern seats and a baptismal fonts situated
near the western door, typical of an Anglican Church. The building suffered
several attacks from military aircraft during the Nigerian Civil war which
weakened the foundation and the entire structure hence need for another
structure.

THE FOURTH CHURCH BUILDING

The present Church building is the fourth. It is situated southwards to the third
church building. It was built after the Nigeria Civil war, as the population
around Owerri and its environment increased, hence the need to erect an
ultra and a more spacious modern edifice. After a general meeting of the
home and abroad members of the Church, the Church unanimously resolved
on Sunday 2" January 1972 to erect an ultra modern Church building to the
glory of God. The new Church building committee made up of young visionary
and progressive minds were;



1. Chief E.C. Eluchie - Chairman

2. Mr. H.E.G. Anyasodo - Vice Chairman

3. Mr. I.C. Owuamalam - Secretary

4. Mr. J.A. Akowuba - Assistant Secretary
5. Mr. G.A. lwunze - Financial Secretary
6. Mr. F.C. Opara - Treasurer

This move was spurred by then resident Church teacher, Mr. Augustine
lieoma who served from 1971-1973. The foundation laying ceremony was
done by then Bishop of Owerri Diocese, Rt. Rev. Benjamin Nwankiti on
Sunday 20" October, 1979 and was also dedicated on 10" April, 1993.

EXPANSION OF THE FOURTH CHURCH BUILDING

The expansion of the fourth Church building started February 2022, with the
news of hosting of the 2022 Synod of the Anglican Communion, Owerri
Diocese at St. Peter's Church Irete. The Committee for Church building
expansion is chaired by Sir Prof. Basil Agoha an Architect and also the
Chairman of Synod L.O.C. The expansion work is from the chancel area to
the middle of the Church auditorium. This first stage of the expansion is
expected to be completed before the Synod later in September 2022. The
expansion work is the vision of Ven. O.l.G. Onyeagocha the Vicar of St.
Peter’'s Church Irete and the PCC.

THE NEW PARSONAGE

After the dedication of the fourth Church building in 1993, the Church saw the
need to build a befitting parsonage as against the old teacher's house
commonly called “Face cap” because of its amusing front view. The old
teacher’s house was built with mud block but to age and weather conditions, it
collapsed in 1980.

Based on the development the Church decided to erect a befitting parsonage
in 1994 during the time of Rev. Obinna Ulogwara. Subsequent priests and
building committees assiduously determined to achieve the vision. It is worthy
to mention that the plan for parsonage was drawn by Arch. Dr. Basil Agoha at
no cost to the Church. He also offered to supervise brook on this structure.
Many illustrious sons, daughters and friends of the Church facilitated the
realization of the parsonage amongst others was Chief Leo Stan Ekeh, a
friend to the Church who donated 500 bags of Cement towards the decking of
the building during the time of Rev. Chidi Opara in 1988. Sir Goddy Osuji
donated an encouraging sum of N500,000 towards his roofing of the
parsonage in 2003.

The first priest to occupy the new parsonage was Rev. John Akahara (now
Ven) in 2005. This was after mere plastering of the ground floor with fixed
doors and windows. The new parsonage was dedicated to the glory of God on
30" Dec. 2014 by the then Lord Bishop of Owerri Diocese, Rt. Rev. Cyril C.
Okorocha (Ph.d). The parsonage is currently housing the Vicar, Ven. O.1.G.
Onyeagocha at the ground floor while Rev. Canon lkenna Achuko and Ord.
Chimuanya are sharing the upstairs.



CHURCH WORKERS HOUSE

The Church workers house is another vision of Ven. O.l.G. Onyeagocha to
solve the accommodation problem for younger Church workers posted to Irete
Missionary Archdeaconry. In 2021, the vicar directed that a small bungalow at
the back of the parsonage be pulled down for a more comfortable and self-
contained bungalow. The new Church workers house is now housing two
church teachers which are Evang. Noble Akanwa and Ord. Emma Opara. It
was dedicated to the glory of God on 18" Sept. 2022 by the Lord Bishop of
the Anglican Diocese of Owerri Rt. Rev. Chukwuma C. Oparah Ph.D, JP.

THE NEW CHURCH HALL

The St. Peter's Church hall was started as a ground floor by the Women'’s
Ministries of the Church in 2005. It was under the then Vicar's wife, Mrs. P.
Akahara who contributed in no small measure in the construction of the
Church hall. However out of foresight for necessities, the building was
reinforced and fortified to a storey building. It is worthy to mention, the
chairperson of the Home and Abroad Women'’s Ministries Irete, Lady Dr. Kate
Osuji assisted by Dame Ngozi Umah whose regime helped in no small way
towards erecting the St. Peter’'s Church hall to a decking level.

In 2018, a new vicar in the person of Rev. Canon (now Ven) O.l.G.
Onyeagocha came with a new vigour and charisma in his relationship with
people was able to complete the one storey hall building in one and half years.
The hall was dedicated on 11" Dec. 2020 by the Lord Bishop of Owerri
Diocese, Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Oparah Ph.d, JP. The hall is now housing the
St. Peter’s International Christian Academy. Part of the hall is housing two
Church Teachers, upstairs of 2 bedroom flat is housing the resident Ordinand
& Wife, Ord. & Mrs. Ifeanyi Uzuegbu and one bedroom flat housing Ord. &
Mrs. Ekele Nwaiwu of Amazing Grace Ang. Church Umunijo Irete.

PERIMETER FENCING

Prior to the year 2000, the Church compound was open to all manners of
trespass and intrusion from outsiders. Thus posed security threat to the
resident Church workers and the worshippers at large as strange faces were
seen at odd hours in the Church premises. Following a passionate call for
action by Rev. Kelechi Agoha, the then resident Priest, two anonymous
members of the Church decided to fence the entire Church premises with its
adjourning school. This is because the primary school was used as a teacher
training college practicing school for Bishop Lasbrey Teacher's Training
College, Irete. Before the compulsory take-over by the post-war Nigeria
Government.

The fencing took off in 2000 under the pastorate of an Indigenous Priest, Rev.
Festus Opara. In a quite a short time, the Church compound was fenced and
seined. It was also worthy to mention that Engr. Christopher Agoha and the
entire family donated the side gate facing Umunwanlo road in memory of the
late beloved mother while Rev. Kelechi C. Agoha’s family donated the
Western gate facing Onitsha-Owerri road.



ST PETER’S SHOPPING PLAZA

The Shopping Plaza vision came up during the tenure of Ven. O.L.G.
Onyeagocha as the vicar of St. Peters’s Anglican Church Irete. St Peter’s
is situated at the Central Business District (CBD) of Irete. He saw the need to
harness this potential. The construction of the plaza started in 2019, under the
supervision of Late Engr. Kingsley Agu, Engr. Peter Nwosu, Bro Theo Ejiofor
and Arc. Uzoma Oguamalam. The foundation laying ceremony was done on
11t Dec. 2020 by the Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, Ph.d JP, the
Lord Bishop of Owerri Diocese. The Plaza is made up of one (1) storey
building having 58 lock-up shops, with spacious parking space, facing
Onitsha-Owerri road. The shopping plaza was finished on record time amidst
economic constraints and was dedicated to the glory of God on the 18" of
Sept. 2022 by the Lord Bishop of Owerri Diocese, Rt. Rev. Chukwuma C.
Oparah Ph.d, JP. Bro Eric Eluchie was the chairman of the Plaza Building
Committee while Engr. Emma Opara was the Site Supervisor that finished the
work. Arc. Uzoma Oguamalam was assisted by the Evang. Emma Opara as
Site Supervisor that finished the work.

ELEVATION TO PARISH, AREA AND MISSIONARY ARCHDEACONRY
STATUS

St. Peter's (Ang.) Church Irete started agitating for an autonomous parish
status in the 1990s. Hence on Sunday, 10" April, 1993 during the dedication
of the present church building, the Church requested for an elevation to the
Parish status. The Bishop of Owerri Diocese then, the Rt. Rev. B.C. Nwankiti
asked to open up at least one or two churches before they could be
constituted a Parish in line with the Diocesan constitution and regulations. The
vision for Irete Parish never materialized until the year 2003, barely ten years
after. The inauguration was done with our chapel at Umuoma on Sunday 3™
April, 2003 by His Lordship, Rt. Rev. Cyril Okorocha (Ph.d) assisted by the
Archdeacon of Orogwe Archdeaconry, Ven. G.E.l. Nwaneri. The epoch gospel
message was preached by Rev. Josiah Opara (now Ven) at same time priest
of the Church.

AREA AND MISSIONARY ARCHDEACONRY STATUS

Irete as an Area was pronounced by the then Bishop of Owerri Diocese, Rt.
Rev. Cyril Okorocha (Ph.d) on 12" June, 2018 at CATOL with Rev. Canon
O.l.G. Onyeagocha under the Rt. Rev. Emma Maduike who served as the
Supervisory Bishop on Aug. 5" 2018.

On 5" October 2019, at the 2" Session of 215t Synod at St. Luke’s Church,
Achi Mbieri, our Lord Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah,
PhD,JP pronounced Irete as Missionary Archdeaconry.

HOSTING OF DIOCESAN EVENTS

Irete Anglican Community had played host to a number of Diocesan board
meetings, conferences, synods among others. Prominent among them was
the 9" Synod in 1983 tagged Orogwe 1983. The weekly deliberations and
plenary were hosted and held at St. Peters Church Irete. Prominent among



guests was the then Governor of Imo State, His Excellency Chief Sam
Mbakwe and His entourage who graced the occasion at the Monday
Presidential address of the Bishop. The Church also hosted a Diocesan
Trinity Ordination in July 1991 and the Diocesan Women Conference in 2011.
The Diocesan Girls Guild Conference also held in St. Peters in 2020 while the
Diocesan Women Harvest held in 2019.

ESTABLISHMENT OF A TRAINING SCHOOL BY THE ANGLICAN
CHURCH, IRETE.

The stature of St. Peter's church was enlarged and its image widely projected
with the founding and establishment of the Elementary Training Center (ETC)
at Irete by the Anglican Church in 1951. The first intake of twenty five (25)
students and their few staff and their families increased the church population
and also raised the tone and standard of the church services. Later, their
attendances to church services in St. Peter's were limited to only first
Sundays in the month when the college had a chapel.

In 1958, the ETC Irete became a Higher Elementary College (HEC) for the
pivotal teachers and Ex-ETC’s. by 1961, the college was elevated to a
science oriented four year Training College under the Principal 136, 602, Mr.
D.C Erinne who later died in 1962 in a motor accident.

The school was later named after a renown cleric and lover of education,
Bishop Betram Lasbrey. He was then Bishop on the Niger Provinces of the
Anglican Communion in 1922. Bishop Lasbrey College continues to flourish
until in early 1973, when the post-war Nigerian Government took over the
management of schools. In the later 1980’s Teacher Training Colleges were
phased out, giving way for Colleges of Education. In 1990, Bishop Lasbrey
College was renamed, Bishop Lasbrey Girls Secondary School, Irete by the
Imo State government. In 2011-2012, the school was handed back to the
church that hitherto manages and owns it.

ORGANISATIONS IN THE CHURCH

CHURCH FAMILIES
The Church family system began as prayer groups, eight of these groups
existed and were a major source of income to the Church through group
competition. It was divided into 4 groups for men and 4 groups for women.
They were;

1. St. Andrew Prayer Group — First Leader was Mr. H.E.G. Anyasodo

2. St. John’s Prayer Group — Led by Mr. Festus C. Opara

3. St. Paul’s Prayer Group — Led by Mr. Edmund C. Umah

4. St. James Prayer Group — Led by Mr. Samuel O. Owuamanam

The women groups include:
1. Otu Ebere led by Mrs. Mercy |. Oparaocha
2. Otu Udo led by Madam Sussana Okenwa
3. Otu Okwukwe led by Mrs. Fanny Iregbula
4. Otu lhunanya led by Mrs. Janeth Emeali

Since then, the family system has metamorphose to being family and a family
is made up of male and female bearing new names as follows;



St. Andrews, St. Michaels, St. Christopher, St. Francis (changed to Nazareth),
St. Augustine, St. Stephens, St. Paul’s, Glory Family (for all young couples
then), two youth families of Gideon and Caleb and lastly, the Priest Family.

The Ven. O.1.G. Onyeagocha increased the family groups from 11 to 17 by
taking the following actions;

Dissolving Caleb and Gideon to create five youth groups which are Daniel,
Joshua, David, Timothy and Joseph while Christ Royal, Christ Ambassador
and New Jerusalem Family were created out of Glory Family.

Total Families in the Church currently are 17.
The following Church stations are in Irete Missionary Archdeaconry:

St. Peter’s Anglican Church, Irete (The Mother Station)
Bishop Lasbery College Chapel

St. Barnabas Anglican Church Umuoma

St. Andrews Church Umuelele

St. Pauls Church Umuoyo Il Irete

Bethel Ang. Church Umueye Irete

Anglican Church of Divine Favour Umuohia Irete
Triumphant Ang. Church Umunwanlo

Amazing Grace Ang. Church Umunjo

0. New Life in Christ Ang. Church Umuelele

1. Anglican Church of the Trinity Umunjo Extention

LIST OF INDIGENOUS PRIESTS

1. Late Ven. Moses Opara

2 Ven. Lawrence Umar — Calabar

3 Ven. Walter Jacobs — Nigel Delta North
4. Ven. Dr. Barr. Festus Opara — Owerri
5. Rev. Canon Samuel Ogbuegbilie — Calabar
6

7

8

9

1

1

TR0 NORON =

Rev. Canon Josiah Akowuba — Owerri
Rev. Canon |kedi Okoro — On the Lake
Rev. Ben Eluchie — Lagos Mainland

) Rev. Decency Ojijeme — On the Lake

0. Rev. Iheanyi Abiaso — Calabar

1 Rev. Josiah Ebere — Kubwa

OTHERS
12.  Ord. Emmanuel Opara — Owerri
13. Evang. Stephen Duru - Owerri



BRIEF PROFILE OF THE GUEST PREACHER
THE RT. REV. CHIJIOKE BENJAMIN NDIDIAMAKA OTI, Ph.D
Lord Bishop, Anglican Diocese On The Lake

Rt. Rev. Chijioke Benjamin Ndidiamaka Oti is the fourth child and the third son
of an Anglican clergy man , Rev. Canon John C. Oti and Mrs Mary N. Oti both
of blessed memory. He was born on the 12th of July, 1961 in Enugu attended
All Saints Primary School, Abakaliki between 1966 and 1967 when his father
was the Superintendent of the now All Saints Cathedral Church, Abakaliki. He
also attended St. Augustine's Primary Scool, Umunze in present Anambra
State between 1970 and 1973. His father, the Rev. Canon John Oti of the
blessed memory was the Superintendent of Umunze District comprising
Eziagu, Ogbunka and Ezira from January 1970 to January 1975. The family
moved into the parsonage of St. Augustine’s Church, Umunze on January 8,
1970 and on January 12, 1970 the civil war ended.

Bishop Chijioke attended Merchants of Light Secondary School, Oba
Anambra State from 1973 to 1974 and Ibeku High School, Umuahia from
1974 to 1978. He received his theological education at the famous Trinity
theological College, Umuahia where he graduated with distinction in Diploma
in Theology and first class honours in Bachelor of Divinity. He holds a Masters
Degree (M.A.) in Church History from the University of Port Harcourt as well
as a Doctor of Philosophy degree (Ph.D.) with distinction in Church History
from the same University.

Bishop Chijioke attended Federal College of Education, Abeokuta Ogun State
where he studied Agricultural Science. He taught in many secondary schools
in Imo State and retired voluntarily in 1995 when he gained admission into
Trinity Theological College, Umuahia for ordination training. While in Trinity
College, he was the treasurer of the Scripture Union and from 1997 - 1998,
the President of the Anglican Students Union (WE).

Bishop Chijioke was made a deacon in the year 2000 and ordained a priest in
the year 2001 by the Rt. Rev. Cyril Okorocha, Bishop of Owerri Diocese.
From 2000 to 2008, he was the Diocesan chaplain incharge of the ministry to
retired church workers, a ministry he took to enviable heights. In the year
2006, he won the "Best Priest Award" in the Diocese of Owerri. Bishop
Chijioke was the parish priest of Inyishi Central Parish from 2001 to 2005 and
parish priest of Egbuoma Parish from 2005 to 2008 when he was elected
Bishop of the Diocese On the Lake.

The Rt. Rev. Chijioke Oti is a seasoned evangelist, pastor and author. He is
the author of the book, "The Jewish - Samaritan Dichotomy and the Osu
Caste System In Igboland: A Question of Similarity." He was elected
bishop on March 28, 2008 twelve days after he was preffered Canon by the
Bishop of Owerri, Rt. Rev. Cyril Okorocha.

Bishop Chijioke Oti is happily married to Mrs ljeoma Oti, a University
Administrator and they have a son, Chijindu Binyelum Nnaemeka Oti and a
daughter, Chimdindu Belusochukwu Nneka Oti.



Rt. Rev. Chijioke Oti was a member of the governing council of the Imo State
University, Owerri as well as member Imo State Government Youth
Empowerment Trust fund between January 2013 and May 2015. He is also a
member of the American Society of Church History (ASCH). He has written a
number of articles, essays and papers which include the following;

1. Interaction Between the Masquerade Cult and the Gospel in a Rural
Diocese in South East Nigeria.

2. Demonism and Cultism Among Church Members: What Should Be the

Church’s Response?

The Place of the Christian Knight in Providing Effective Leadership in

the Church.

Positioning For Effective Mission in Today’s Church.

The Spiritual Authority of the Christian Father in the Family.

Recovering Our Lost Family Values: The Role of the Church.

Impact of New Techniques of Christian Evangelism On the Growth of

Christianity in Imo State.

8. The Christian Father as a Shepherd in Today’s Church.

9. Towards a Responsible Knighthood.

10.The Role of the Church in the Healing of the Nation.

11.Doing Mission Effectively in a Rural Setting: The Jesus Model.

12.Pragmatic Steps to Being a Living Sacrifice As a Clergy/Clergy Wife.

13.The Place of the Family in the Healing Of the Nigerian Nation.

14.Dealing With Ingratitude, Criticism, and Obstacles in Leadership.

15.Do Churches Have Customers? A Peep into the Business Side of the
Church.
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BRIEF PROFILE OF THE THE BIBLE STUDY FACILITATOR
RT.REV CHIGOZIRIM UKEAKAGHIM ONYEGBULE
BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF IKWUANO

(ANGLICAN COMMUNION)

Early Beginning

Rt. Rev. Chigozirim Ukeakaghim Onyegbule was born on 13™ May, 1969 to
the family of Mr. Philip Onyegbule and Mrs. Dorathy Onyegbule (of blessed
memory) in Umuogba I, Amizi Olokoro in Umuahia South LGA Abia State.
Like the Prophet Jeremiah of whom the Lord said “before I formed you in the
womb, I knew you, before you were born I set you apart, I appointed you as
a prophet to the nations”, young Chigozirim was evidently set apart for
service to God and humanity as very early in life he started to display interest
in the things of the Lord. In 1981 he received Jesus Christ as His Lord and
Personal Saviour and became born again.



Education

In 1975, he commenced his primary education at Umuajata Community
School Olokoro. He completed it in 1981 and obtained the First School
Leaving Certificate. He then proceeded to Ascension Junior Seminary,
Umuebulungwu Asa for his Post Primary education. The Seminary did not only
impact positively on his character formation but exposed him to the guidance
of pious teachers and clergymen who helped to shape him for a career in the
Church Ministry. He graduated from the Seminary in 1987 having obtained
the GCE Ordinary Level.

Between 1987 and 1988, Rt. Rev. C.U. Onyegbule studied at the School of
Basic Studies, Institute of Management and Technology Enugu. In 1989, he
proceeded to the University of Jos where he studied for a Bachelors degree in
Education/Religion. While at the University of Jos, he distinguished himself as
a vibrant evangelist and leader in the Fellowship of Christian Students (FCS).
He was Secretary of the Visitation Wing (1990-1991) and Evangelism
Secretary (1991-1992).These responsibilities which he diligently handled not
only helped him to mentor many young Christians but prepared him
immensely for dedicated Christian service. He graduated from the University
of Jos in 1993 and did his compulsory National Youth Service in the present
day Nassarawa State.

He enrolled for a Masters Degree in his alma mater UNIJOS in 1995 and
obtained a Master of Education(M.Ed) Degree in Guidance and Counselling in
1996 and a Professional Certificate in Christian Education (PCCE) of the
International Institute for Christian Education, USA in affiliation with Ahmadu
Bello University Zaria. After his Masters degree he enrolled at Trinity
Theological College Umuahia for ordination training. He graduated in 1998
from Trinity Theological College Umuahia with a Diploma in Theology(Dip.Th).
Rt Rev Chigozirim Ukeakaghim Onyegbule holds a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
degree in Guidance and Counseling

Pastoral Career

Rt. Rev. C.U. Onyegbule started his Pastoral career in the Lord’s Vineyard in
1989 as a Catechist in St. Paul’s Anglican Church IUTIA Umotowe Parish in the
then Aba Diocese. After his University and Theological education, he was
ordained Deacon in 1998 by Rt. Rev U U Ezuoke, the then Bishop of Umuahia
Diocese who also ordained him Priest in 1999.He served as a Deacon in All
Saints Anglican Church Ugwuavo, Arochukwu in 1998. From 1999 to 2005,
he was a teacher and Chaplain at St Mary Magdalene Anglican Girls Seminary
Ubakala. He was also a Priest at Holy Trinity Anglican Church Ubakala
between 2002 — 2005.

While serving as Priest in the Diocese of Umuahia, Rt. Rev C U Onyegbule
held the following positions; Diocesan MCA Chaplain (2003-2005), Lay
Readers Chaplain (2003-2005), Diocesan Prayer Chaplain (2004-2005),
Secretary, Diocesan Marriage Committee (2004-2005)



Bishop Onyegbule is an educationist, a Counselor, seasoned evangelist, Pastor
and Deliverance Minister. He has traveled wide for crusades and seminars
and has been honoured by his alma mater UNIJOS with a Distinguished
Merit Award on Ecclesiastical Affairs.

Consecration and Enthronement as Bishop

On 13™ March 2005 Rt. Rev C. U. Onyegbule was consecrated Bishop of the
Diocese of Ikwuano at the Cathedral Church of Advent Gwarimpa, Abuja by
Most Rev P J Akinola and enthroned on 16™ March 2005 at St. Philips
Cathedral Ahaba Oloko as the pioneer Bishop of the Diocese of Ikwuano.
Since his enthronement as Bishop, he has vigorously pursued the realization
of the Diocesan Vision Statement which among other things focuses on
evangelism, church planting, discipleship, investment and capacity building.
He is currently the Episcopal Secretary of Aba Province.

Publications

Bishop Onyegbule has authored several books namely; Marital Conflicts
and Remedy, The Dynamics of Spiritual Gifts and Church Growth,
Hearing and Understanding the Voice of God, The Mystery of the
Anointing, Deliverance from Curses, Evil Covenant and Demonic
Entanglement, Contending for your Destiny and a revised edition of
The Dynamics of Spiritual Gifts and Church Growth, unveiling the
mysteries of altars. These books have contributed to furtherance of the
teachings of Jesus Christ.

Family Life

Bishop Onyegbule is happily married to Mrs. Florence O. Onyegbule an
Educationist and Administrator and they are blessed with three children,
Precious, JIL (Jesus is Lord) and Divine Solution. He loves reading, writing
and listening to church music.

NEWS WITHIN THE DIOCESE

Men’s Ministries: Fathers’ Day Celebration 2022

We thank God for the success of 2022 Father's Day which was celebrated on
Sunday, 19" June, 2022 throughout churches in the Diocese. So many
churches inducted their fathers and the father's week brought great healing
and revival in our homes and churches. Praise the Lord.

The 6" Biennial Diocesan AAMA Conference was held at St. James Anglican
Church, Uzii, Owerri, Uzii Archdeaconry from Friday, 24" to Sunday, 26" June,
2022 with the theme: Watch and Pray: A Universal Call for All Men to
Accomplish God’s Work (Matt. 26:40-41).



Christmas Get-Together for Retired Priests & Church Workers and
Wives

The retired Church Workers and wives Christmas get-together was held on
Sunday 16" January 2022 at the Cathedral of Transfiguration of Our Lord
(CATOL), Owerri. We thank God for it was another day of refreshing in God'’s
presence for all our retired Priests and other church workers and their wives.
We bless the Lord for an opportunity to gather His generals(people) who have
once laboured in His vineyard and retired. We thank their Chaplains, Rev.
Canon Chima Ilwuchukwu and Rev Canon Chidubem Dabrinze for their labour
of love.

Diocesan Elders Prayer Forum

The Elders Prayer Forum of our Diocese had their Annual Thanksgiving on
Wednesday 26" January, 2022. They had their Christmas get-together with
the Bishop and Mama Owerri on Sunday 16" January 2022 at the Cathedral
of Transfiguration of Our Lord (CATOL), Owerri. We thank God for their lives
and prayers for the Diocese.

Christmas Get-Together for Clergy and Wives

This was held at St Peter’s Church Irete on Friday, 17" December, 2021. We
thank God for that grace of fellowshipping together and time of refreshing in
God’s presence.

Retreats in the Diocese

We thank God for His enablement as we continue to carry out our mission of

Kingdom Expansion in the area of training and re-training of the church

workers for effective ministry; and as such the following clergy and wives

retreats as well as church teachers and wives were held:

1. Diocesan Clergy and Wives Retreat at St James Church, Uzii with the
Theme: The Role of the Presence of God in the Effective Ministry of the
Pastor, his wife and the congregation from 17t — 20" January, 2022. The
retreatant was the Rt. Rev. Jezreel Vandah, Lord Bishop of ZakiBiam
Diocese.

2. Diocesan Church Teachers & Ordinands and their wives retreat at St.
James Church, Uzii from 25" — 27t February, 20022 with the Theme:
“The Role of the Presence of God in the effective ministry of the Church
teacher, Ordinands, his wife, and the congregation. The retreatant was
Ven. Barr. Festus Opara, Ph.D, Archdeacon of lkenegbu Archdeaconry.

3. Prayer/Retreat on insecurity in our nation — the challenges and solution
was held for the priest and their wives on the 21t June, 2022 at St,
Mark’s the Evangelist Chapel, Bishop’s Court, Owerri.

Proposed Anglican Diocese of Owerri College of Nursing Sciences,
Ogwa

This project was handed over to the Women'’s Ministries of our Diocese. We
are happy for the work already going on the site. The proposed College of
Nursing Sciences building/complex as at today the second decking has taken
place and work is at the window level and the foundation stone was laid on
Sunday, 28" August, 2022 by His Lordship, Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi



Oparah, PhD, JP., Lord Bishop, Anglican Diocese of Owerri. To God be all the
glory, Amen.

Ogwa (Mission) General Hospital Ogwa

We thank God that Ogwa (Mission) General Hospital is meeting the needs of
the patients. We are praying for more support for the hospital. The maternity
building was renovated by Ogwa Community Association, United Kingdom
and lreland. We pray that our God will continue to keep them safe and
provide for them to be able to accomplish more projects in Jesus name, Amen.
We thank Abazu Medical Outreach in partnership with CBN AFRICA and in
loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. Bennaiah Ezeoha on their free medical outreach
in collaboration with Ogwa (Mission) General Hospital held from 24t — 29t
January, 2022. We request prayerfully that individuals/groups will assist in any
way the Lord is leading them.

St. Luke’s Hospital, Uzii Mission Compound, Mbaise Road, Owerri
St. Luke’s Hospital, Uzii Mission Compound, Mbaise Road Owerri is also
doing well. It also meeting the needs of the patients.

We thank God for the staff of both hospitals. May God continue to empower
them for the task ahead in Jesus name, Amen.

New Diocesan Secretariat

The new Diocesan Secretariat has reached the second decking. Work is
ongoing. We pray that our good God will send labourers for this task ahead as
we call for more supports towards this project.

Dedication of St. Mark’s The Evangelist Chapel Building, Bishop’S Court
The new chapel building was dedicated on 10" April, 2022 (Palm Sunday) to
the Glory of God. St. Mark’s the Evangelist Chapel meets every Wednesday
from 8am to 10 am for Prayers/Healing Service, Holy Communion, Fellowship
and Counselling. Please join us every Wednesday morning as we fellowship
together in the beauty of His holiness. We thank all God’s people and our
churches who made themselves available for this noble work. May God bless
you all. Ven. Zion Ngoka led the Team for the Dedication, and all
Archdeacons, Administrators and Rectors represented their Archdeaconries
and Rectories as well.

Ebenezer Camp of Prayer & Retreat Centre (Obi Ekpere Ebenezer), Ogwa
This is modeled to give a befitting Retreat Centre of all classes of people and
race. Ebenezer Anglican Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa opens the venue for the
Camp. We commend the Diocesan Men’s Ministries for undertaken to pioneer
the initial bungalow which is now at the lintel level. The second building took
off on Saturday 11" June, 2022 with the foundation stone laid as one of our
sons who pledged to remain anonymous for now undertook to handle the
project together with his wife and children. We pray that our God of grace and
providence will continue to provide for them as they undertake this project in
Jesus name, Amen. The DPC casting has been completed. We pray that God
will raise men and women who will undertake to build a house for Him which
we will immortalize the donor accordingly.



We equally request some good spirited individuals, families, congregation,
groups/associations, etc who are touched and are led to sow seed to God
Almighty by building a hostel, hall, bishop’s apartment or any specific building
in the Retreat Centre; as it can be used to immortalize a dear one and the
building will be dedicated to God as a memorial to such a person or family.
God bless you as you sow in God’s vineyard.

Anglican Diocese of Owerri Clergy Estate
We want to thank God for this vision of acquiring a large expanse of land for

the Clergy of this Diocese known as Anglican Clergy Estate where our clergy
will retire to with each having his own house after retirement so as not to be
abandoned after retirement. Today this vision has been accomplished as
about 206 plots of land has been acquired at Amakohia-Ubi, Owerri West for
this project with 50 plots out of that dedicated for other Diocesan Projects. We
thank God for the grace and also pray for as many that will want to queue into
this project to please do as perimeter fencing is important in securing the land,
which needs to be done. The allocation of the plots to individual clergy has
been done to the glory of God. We commend the efforts of the Clergy Estate
Land Acquisition Committee ably led by Ven. Dr. James Onyekwelibe, Ven.
Onyinyeoma Onyeagocha, Ven. Barr. Festus Oparah, Ph.D, and the entire
team. May God bless them abundantly, Amen. (See Appendix | for the
Allocation).

Bishop’s Foundation For Mission And Development

In addition to the already existing mission projects, the foundation has
instituted scholarship scheme at secondary school level preferably for the
needy - orphans and half orphans, who will be trained in our Diocesan
mission schools. Presently we have more than 36 less-privileged persons who
are being trained in our Diocesan Mission Secondary Schools. Please we
solicit your support on this project through the Bishop’s Foundation for
Mission and Development; Account No: 4090849092; Polaris Bank.

Donations/Supports

We want to acknowledge the following donations/supports:

(1) Sir & Lady Nnamdi lroegbu (UDU) renovating the ADJS dormitory.

(2) An anonymous donated Eight Hundred Thousand Naira (N800,000.00)
for eight widows at St. Stephen’s Anglican Church, Amankuta Mbieri.
Each of them received One Hundred Thousand Naira (N100,000.00).

(3) Bishop and Mama Owerri under the Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and
Development gave business men and women including farmers of Holy
Trinity Church, Ifakala the sum of Three Hundred and Forty Thousand
naira (N340,000.00). Fourteen business men and women received
N20,000 each while 6 farmers received N10,000 each.

(4) Anglican Church of the Redeemer, Toronto Uratta received from the
Bishop and Mama Owerri two trips of sand, 50 bags of cement, one
power generating set and N20,000 - personal gift from Mama Owerri.



(5) An anonymous donated a parcel of land and promised to build the Church
at Irete Missionary Archdeaconry; and the building is now at the lintel
level.

(6) Bishop Lasbrey Girls’ Secondary School, Irete Old Girls (1995 Set) sunk
a borehole in the school as donation to the school.

(7) Diocesan Women’s Ministries through the President of the Women’s
Ministries, Dr (Mrs) Chidiebere Oparah (Mama Owerri), donated another
set of bands, megaphones and plastic chairs to some churches/chapels
in addition to over 10 set of bands, 10 megaphones, and plastic chairs
earlier donated. The following churches/chapels that benefited now are: (i)
St. Paul’'s Chapel Ubomiri (ii) St. James Church, OkwuOgbaku (iii)
Good news Anglican Church, OwerreNkalu, Nwaorieubi Parish (iv) St.
Paul’'s Chapel, Umunkwo Extension Umuguma (v) St. Paul's Chapel
Umunwanyi, Umuguma.

(8) The sum of N500,000.00 was given to Anglican Church of the Redeemer,
Site & Services, New Owerri by the Bishop’s Foundation for Mission &
Development.

(9) N200,000.00 was donated to Beautiful Gate Anglican Church, Obioku
Orodo by the Bishop’s Foundation for Mission & Development.

(10)2 Trip of sands to Anglican Church of Divine Favour, Umuohia Irete

(11)10 Bags of Cement & 2 trips of sand to Anglican Church of the Trinity,
Umunjo Extension, Irete.

(12)N60,000.00 for Bags of Cement to Beautiful Gate Anglican Church,
Obiokwu Orodo by the Women’s Ministries.

(13)2 Windows to Anglican Church of the Redeemer, Site & Services, New
Owerri by the Bishop & Mama Owerri.

(14) The following donations were made by the Women’s Ministries:

10 Bags of Cement to Bethel Anglican Church, Umueye Irete, 10 Bags of
Cement to Anglican Church of the Trinity, Umunjo Extension, Irete, 4
Bags of Cement, 2 Ceiling Fans and a set of Drum to New Life in Christ
Anglican Church, Military Zone, Irete

Diocesan Music Festival

Our 2021 Christmas Cantata was held on Sunday, 5" December, 2021 at
CATOL by 2.00pm with different choirs drawn across our Diocese. The Easter
Cantata was held on Sunday, 24™ April, 2022. It was all glorious by the grace
of God. Our Diocesan Music Council is doing a great work. They equally
organised a Diocesan Music Retreat.This year Diocesan Christmas Cantata
will be on Sunday, 18" December, 2022 at CATOL, Owerri at 2.00pm. You
are all invited.

Anglican Diocese of Owerri Power-Packed Anointed Convention
(ADOWPAC)

This convention is a Diocesan Yearly Revival Programme, which comes up
every last weekend in November. It was a great gathering of people of God in
this Diocese at CATOL, Owerri. The 2021 edition was held from Wednesday
24" to Sunday, 28™ November, 2021 with the theme Harvest is plentiful,
Labourers are few” with Rt Rev Ephraim Ikeakor, Lord Bishop of Amichi
Diocese and Rt Rev Godfrey Ekpenisi, Lord Bishop of Ika Diocese as Guest



Speakers.This year's ADOWPAC convention will hold from Wednesday 23
to Sunday 27" November, 2022 at CATOL Owerri. May God bless you as you
come in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Train-A-Pastor (TAP)

As part of our mission for Kingdom Expansion, training and retraining of
priests are paramount to us. This is to ensure that our priests have a sound
theological education. In line with that, Trinity Theological College, Umuahia
has a Study Centre in this Diocese, located at Basilica of God’'s Grace
Anglican Church, Orodo.

We are happy to announce that forty-nine (49) persons (priests and ordinands)
graduated from Trinity College Umuahia from our Study Centre on Friday 3
June 2022. Their wives were sent on one week workshop at Trinity College
Umuahia from Sunday 29" May to Friday 3™ July, 2022. Our Diocese is
currently sponsoring Rev. Etim Mkpa, a priest from Uyo Diocese in
Theological Training. He is on our Diocesan Scholarship for Bachelor’s
Degree in Theology. He will be with us during the period of his study which
will last for three years among others. Please if you are led to train a priest let
us know. Twenty-two of our evangelists (Church Teachers) gained admission
this academic session into Trinity Theological College, Umuahia, (Owerri
Study Centre).

Ordination/Preferment
30/12/2021 - Ordinations

Advent Diaconate Ordination
1. Rev. Prince UgochukwuOkii
2. Rev. Sampson Chinedu Ekezie
3. Rev. Patrick Ozoemenam Eze

Advent Priestly Ordination
1. Rev. Chibuzor Sunday Ezeanyika
2. Rev. Prospect Nnamdi Okereke
3. Rev. Benjamin Chisom Ugorji

This year Advent Ordination comes up at St. Stephen’s Anglican Church,
Amankuta Mbieri, Amaike Mbieri East Missionary Archdeacon on Sunday,
11t December, 2022 at 12 Noon.

10/04/2022- Collation of Archdeacons & Installation of Canons

Installed Canons:
1.  Rev. Canon Joseph Nnamdi Onyekuru, Ph.D
2. Rev. Canon lkenna Chidi Achuko, M.Sc.
3. Rev. Canon Chima Chigozie lwuchukwu, B.A.
4. Rev. Canon Michael Chinonyerem Obi, B.Th



Rev
Rev
Rev
Rev
Rev
0. Rev
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. Canon Ikechukwu Nwabueze Onumaegbulam, B.Sc.
. Canon Anthony Meremikwu Okebaram

. Canon Oliver Chukwudi Amaijuoyi

. Canon Engr. Chidubem Basil Dabrinze, B.Eng.

. Canon Joseph N. O. Igbo, M.A

. Canon Christian Akuwudike Oparaojiaku, B.Sc.

Collated Archdeacons

Ven
Ven
Ven
Ven
Ven
Ven
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. Gideon Iheanacho, M.A

. Basil Ubochiegbu, B.Sc.

. Christopher Ndukuba Mba, Ph.D
. Benjamin Nwandikom, M.Sc.

. Obed Okechukwu Nosiri, B. A.

. Uneze Rowland Ukaegbu, B.A.

Parish Inauguration/Induction of Parish Priest

24/04/2022
01/05/2022

12/06/2022

07/08/2022

11/09/2022

-Induction of Rev. Canon Ernest Mbah as the Vicar of Orji Parish
-Induction of Rev. Canon Donald Awujo as the Vicar of Amaulu
Parish

-Induction of Rev. Gabriel O. C. Ekekwe as the Vicar of St. Paul’s
Parish, UmuezeOgwa

-Induction of Rev. Canon Godson Okoro as Vicar of St. Michael
& All Angels Parish, New Owerri North Archdeaconry.

-Induction of Rev. Henry Ashiegbu as Vicar of Afara Parish,
EziamaObiato Archdeaconry

Archdeaconry Inauguration

12/09/2021

27/02/2022

31/07/2022

25/09/2022

Creation of

-Inauguration of Akwakuma Archdeaconry with the Headquarter
at St. Luke’s Church, Akwakuma. Ven. Benjamin Nwaneri was
inducted as the first Archdeacon.

-lInauguration of Uratta Central Archdeaconry with the
Headquarters at Holy Trinity Church, Uratta. Ven. Dr. Evans
Amadi was inducted as the First Archdeacon.

Inauguration of |kenegbu Archdeaconry and Ven. Barr. Festus
Opara, Ph.D was inducted as the first Archdeacon.

Inauguration of Uzii Archdeaconry and induction of Ven. Obinna
Oke as the first Archdeacon.

Missionary Archdeaconries

On the 30" December, 2021 at the occasion of the Dedication of Basilica of

God’s Grace

, Orodo Central Rectory Church building, the following Missionary

Archdeaconries were created:

Ubom

Archb
Amau
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Ohii Missionary Archdeaconry
Amaike Mbieri East Missionary Archdeaconry

iri Missionary Archdeaconry

Awo Mbieri Missionary Archdeaconry

ishop Benjamin Nwankiti Missionary Archdeaconry
lu Mbieri Missionary Archdeaconry

St. Cyprian’s Rectory



Orji

and Ogbaku Administrative Area were upgraded to Missionary

Archdeaconries.

Also new Administrators and Rector were appointed. They are:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

Rev. Canon Kingsley Njoku, B.Th.
Rev. Canon Donald Awujo, M.A.

Rev. Canon Timothy Ashama, Ph.D
Rev. Canon ChinemeremUche, B.Sc.
Rev. Canon Christopher Mejuru, B.Th.
Rev. Canon Ernest Mbah, B.Th.

Rev. Sam Duru, B.Th.

Rev. Chima Nworie, Ph.D., M.Th.

Planting of New Churches/Chapels From 19™ November 2018 to 1st
October, 2022
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26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

23/12/18 - King of Kings Anglican Church, Ogbaku

23/12/18 - Our Saviour Anglican Church, Ogbaku

23/12/18 - Anglican Church of Advent, Ogbaku

27/01/19 - St. John’s the Evangelist Chapel, Christian Kingdom Egbeada
19/02/19 - All Saints Church Chapel, Orji

03/03/19 - St. John’s Church Eke-lhitte, Amaulu Mbieri

10/03/19 - St. Augustine’s Church Ofeogbara, Amaukwu Orodo

10/03/19 - St. Michael & All Angels Chapel, Imo Housing Estate, New
Owerri

07/04/19 -Triumphant Anglican Church Umunwanlo Irete

. 26/05/19 - Good Shepherd Anglican Church Akwakuma

. 28/07/19 - Amazing Grace Anglican Church Umunjo, Irete

. 05/08/19 - St. Mark’s Church Chapel, Umudurudom Umunoha

. 11/08/19 - Bishop George Cockin Anglican Church, Wetheral Road,

Owerri

. 08/09/19 - New Generation Anglican Church, Knights Secretariat, Owerri

. 08/09/19 - Holy Trinity Anglican Church Chapel, Obazu Mbieri

. 08/09/19 - Anglican Church of Divine Favour Umuohia Irete

. 08/09/19 - St. Augustine’s Anglican Chapel, Amaukwu Orodo

. 08/09/19 - Christ Church Chapel Umocha-Ubomiri

. 08/09/19 - Goodnews Anglican Church,Owerre-Nkalu Nworieubi

. 08/09/19 - Christ Church Chapel Umuchilewe Ifakala

. 08/09/19 - Anglican Church Chapel Umunjam Mbieri

. 28/09/19 - New Life in Christ Church, Military Zone Umuelele Irete

. 13/10/19 - Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti Anglican Chapel, Onitsha Road,

Owerri

. 10/11/19 - True Vine Anglican Church Egbeada
. 08/12/19 - St. Michael & All Angels Chapel, Umuebinga Umunweke

Amaulu Mbieri

15/12/19 - Holy Trinity Chapel, Oburo, Ifakala

09/02/20 - St. Paul’s Chapel, New-Cross Hospital, Road Orji
26/02/20 - St. Silas Church Chapel, Amawire Uratta

22/03/20 - Victory Anglican Church Aboha Ohii

22/03/20 - Bread of Heaven Anglican Church, Igwe/Obi Ohii
22/03/20 - St. Bartholomew’s Anglican Church, Eshimeshi Ohii
12/04/20 - St. Peter’'s Chapel, Igweocha, Alaenyi Ogwa



33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.

10/05/20 - Emmanuel Church Chapel Area L. New Owerri
31/05/20 - Anglican Church of the Pentecost Area Old D. New Owerri
31/05/20 - St. Titus Church Chapel Umuoba Uratta

31/05/20 - Holy Trinity Church Chapel Obazu Mbieri

31/05/20 - Holy Trinity Church Chapel Obazu Mbieri (Umuchoke)
31/05/20 - Ascension Anglican Church Umuneke Mbieri

31/05/20 - All Saints Church Chapel Amudam, Awo Mbieri
31/05/20 - All Saints Church Chapel Umuduegwo Awo Mbieri
31/05/20 - All Saints Church Chapel Umuocha Awo Mbieri
31/05/20 - Christ Church Chapel Obilubi Mbieri

31/05/20 - St. Michael & All Angels Anglican Church Chapel Umuerem
Ofekata, Orodo

20/09/20 - Nazareth Anglican Chapel Obiakabo Ohohia

20/09/20 -Beautiful Gate Anglican Church Obeoku Orodo
14/02/21 - Anglican Chapel Dimorji Obokwe Mbieri

14/02/21 - Anglican Chapel Umudu

31/01/21 - St. Philip’s Chapel Choice Area Ohii Orogwe Road
31/01/21 - St. Augustine’s Chapel Umuele Amaukwu Orodo
31/01/21 - St. Michael & All Angels Chapel Umueze /Umuoma Orodo
31/01/21 - All Saints Church Chapel Umuagu Umuguma
31/01/21 - All Saints Church Chapel Diamond Estate, Umuguma
31/01/21 - All Saints Church Chapel Umunkwo Umuguma
14/02/21 - Christ Church Chapel Umuduru Mbieri

21/02/21 - St. Mark’s Church Chapel Uba Orogwe

23/02/21 - St. Mark’s Church Chapel Umunumo Orogwe
28/02/21 - St. John’s Church Chapel Okuku

21/03/21 - St. John’s Church Chapel Umuezu, Ndegwu

21/03/21 - St. Thomas Chapel, Obabo, Eziama Obiato

04/04/21 - St. Matthias Church Chapel Umuike Amakohia Ubi
11/04/21 - St. Paul’'s Chapel Umunaa/Umuabali Layout, Ubomiri
08/08/21 - Anglican Church of the Redeemer, Umuori, Uratta
22/08/21 - Emmanuel Church Chapel, Umuehinta, Avu

22/08/21- St. Cyprian’s Chapel, Ihitte, Afara

29/08/21 - Anglican Church of the Trinity, Umunjo Extension Irete
05/12/21 - Maranatha Anglican Church, Eziome Mbieri

19/12/21 - St. Titus Chapel, Umuokirika, Toronto Uratta
13/02/22 - St. Andrew’s Chapel, Amaeke, Alaenyi Ogwa
06/02/22 - St. Paul's Chapel, Ara, Umuguma

06/02/22 - St. Paul’'s Chapel Umunkwo Extension Umuguma
20/02/22 - All Saints Chapel Umuome Umuguma

27/02/22 - All Saints Chapel Akanuwu Estate Umuguma
24/04/22 - St. Stephen’s Chapel Oriji (Orji Secondary School)
01/05/22 - St. Paul's Chapel, Central Ubomiri

01/05/22 - Christ Church Chapel Amaorji Oforola

25/05/22 - Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti Chapel, Egbeada (Orlu Road)
04/09/22 - All Saints Chapel, Akanawu, Umuguma

04/09/22 - St. Philip’s Chapel, Green Health Road, Aboha, Ohii
11/09/22 -St. Paul’s Chapel, Duruojije, Oburo Umueze Ogwa
25/09/22 - St John’s Chapel Umuokire Okuku

25/09/22 - St John’s Chapel Mgboho Okuku



A total number of Eighty- one (81) churches have been planted since our
episcopacy in November, 2018. We thank God for all our priests and their
wives, evangelists/wives, individuals and collective participation in Church

planting. You are doing well. Congratulations!. Please, let us do more.

Foundation Stone-Laying

21/07/2021 -Transfiguration International Christian Academy, CATOL, Owerri
25/01/2021 -Emmanuel Church Hall, IhitaohaUratta
25/06/2021 -Ebenezer Camp of Prayer & Retreat Centre (Obi Ekpere

08/08/2021
29/08/2021
19/12/2021
09/01/2022
09/01/2022
30/01/2022

30/01/2022
27/02/2022
13/03/2022
03/04/2022
20/03/2022
20/03/2022
05/06/2022
11/06/2022
10/07/2022
28/08/2022

03/09/2022

03/09/2022-

Ebenezer), Ogwa

-St. Michael’s Church building Obinze

-St. Mathias Church Parsonage Amakohia-Ubi

-Goodnews Anglican Church, Owerre-Nkalu Church building
-Emmanuel Church, Oforola Church building

- Christ Church Oforola Church Hall

-Anglican Church of the Pentecost Church building, Owalla,
Uratta

-Anglican Church of the Pentecost Parsonage building, Owalla,
Uratta

-Anglican Church of the Redeemerchurchbuilding, Toronto,
Uratta

-Anglican Church of the Pentecost building, Old Area D, New
Owerri

-St. Michael’'s Church Stores, Amaulu, Mbieri

-Emmanuel Church Parsonage, Eziome, Mbieri

-Maranatha Anglican Church building, EziomeMbieri

-St. John’s Church, New Owerri School building

-Second 12-Room Bungalow building at Ebenezer Camp of
Prayer (Obi-Ekpere Ebenezer), Ogwa

- Beautiful Gate Anglican Church Building Obiokwu, Odumara
Orodo

— Anglican Diocese of Owerri College of Nursing Sciences
Building Complex, Ogwa

- St. Andrew’s Church, Free Zone Umuelele, Irete ACM Building

Amazing Grace Anglican Church Building, Umunjo Irete

Naming of Churches

05/12/2012 - Maranathan Anglican Church Eziome Mbieri
27/02/2022 -Anglican Church of the Redeemer, Toronto, Uratta
01/05/2022 - St James Church, Umuodu Mbieri

01/05/2022 - St John’s Church, Eke-lhitte, Amaulu Mbieri
03/09/2022 -Bethel Anglican Church, Umueye, Irete

03/09/2022 -Anglican Church of Divine Favour, Umunkwenye, Irete
03/09/2022 - Amazing Grace Anglican Church, Ununjo, Irete
03/09/2022 - Anglican Church of the Trinity, Umunjo Extension Irete

5Th Episcopal Anniversary of the Bishop
We thank God for His grace upon us and for the way He has led us for these
past years since our Consecration on 16" November, 2018 as the 4™ Lord



Bishop of Owerri Diocese and our enthronement on 19" November, 2018 on
the See of the Anglican Diocese of Owerri. By God’s grace, next year shall be
the 5" year of our Consecration and Enthronement and we are inviting you all
to join us to celebrate this Great God in November, 2023. Committee will be
duly set up for the planning. To God be the glory, Amen.

CMS Retreat for Prospective Missionaries

This is the outcome of the Joshua Generation Youth Conference held at
Abuja. The retreat was organized for prospective missionaries of the Church
of Nigeria. We want to thank God for these young men who are offering
themselves for the mission of the Church. The Church of Nigeria Missionary
Society (CNMS) is a mission body that the Church of Nigeria is using to reach
the world for God’s mission and evangelism. The retreat was well organized.
We thank our Director For Mission, Evangelism and Development, Ven. Paul
Nwozuzu for coordinating that training properly together with the resource
team that came from Abuja which was led by Ven. Solomon Nnamani.

Proposed Anglican Diocese of Owerri Global Institute of Theology and
Mission (GITM)

The whole vision of this institute is for continuing discipleship and trainings in
Mission and Theology to equip the Church better in serving the Lord both now
and days ahead. The Global Institute of Theology and Mission (GITM) is for
both the Laity and clergy for continuing ministerial formation and discipleship
training. It is an institute that is open for all, particularly Christian leaders who
desire to develop themselves more in various areas of service. The Institute
will commence in October, 2022. The Institute is to be sited inside Bishop’s
Lasbrey College, Irete.

We want to thank the following members of the committee that handled the
development of programmes and curriculum for the Global Institute of
Theology and Mission. The are: Ven. Paul Nwozuzu, Ven. James
Onyekwelibe, Ven. Ferdinand Mbalisi PhD, Ven. Ogechi Ofurum, Ven. Festus
Opara PhD, Ven. Onyinyeoma Onyeagocha, Ven. Emma Agoha PhD, Rev.
Dr. Joe Amako, Ven. Bethel Azubuike, PhD, Ven. Joel Eboh PhD, Ven.
Gideon Emenyonu. May God bless them abundantly in Jesus name, Amen.

The following programmes will be available:

1) Certificate in Church Planting - 2 Semesters (1 Year)

2) Certificate in Christian Discipleship - 2 Semesters (1 Year)

3) Certificate in Anglican Communion Studies - 2 Semesters (1 Year)

4) Certificate in Global Studies - 2 Semesters (1 Year)

5) Certificate in Biblical Studies - 2 Semesters (1 Year)

6) Certificate in Youth Ministries - 2 Semesters (1 Year)

7) Certificate in Teenage Ministries - 2 Semesters (1 Year)

8) Certificate in Children Ministries - 2 Semesters (1 Year)

9) Certificate in Prayer & Biblical Spirituality - 2 Semesters (1 Year)

10) Certificate in Ministry to the Sick - 2 Semesters (1 Year)

11) Certificate in Elderly-Care or Spiritual Gerontology - 2 Semesters (1 Year)

12) Advance Diploma Certificate in Ecumenism & Inter-Faith Studies — 2
Semesters (1 Year)



13) Advance Diploma Certificate in Church Administration & Management — 2
Semesters (1 Year)

14) Advance Diploma Certificate in Mission & Evangelism — 2 Semesters (1
Year)

15) Advance Diploma Certificate in Pastoral Counselling — 2 Semesters (1
Year)

16) Advance Diploma Certificate in Christian Education — 2 Semester (1 Year)

Dedication Of Projects

The following projects were dedicated during the periods under review.

30/12/21 -Basilica of God’s Grace Anglican Church building, Orodo Central
Rectory built by Sir Enoch & Lady Franca Chukwureh.

09/01/22 -Christ Church Parsonage, Oforola

10/04/22 -St. Mark’s the Evangelist New Chapel building, Bishop’s Court,
Owerri

24/04/22 -St. Stephen’s Ultra-Modern Church building, Orji

01/05/22 -St. Michael’s Ultra-Modern Church building, Amaulu Mbieri

27/02/22 -Holy Trinity Ultra-Modern Church building, Uratta (built by Chief &
Lolo John Madu)

27/02/22 - St Michael & All Angels Parsonage building.

10/07/22 -Praise God Anglican Church Building Eziama Orodo (Built by Barr.
Sir Abed & Lady Justice Evelyn Anyandike& Family.

10/07/22 -Praise God Anglican Church Parsonage, Eziama Orodo (Built by
Barr. Sir Abed & Lady Justice Evelyn Anyandike& Family)

24/07/22 -Christ Church Owerri Lock-up shops

07/08/22 -New Owerri North Archdeaconry House

03/09/22 -New Life in Christ Anglican Church, Building, Military Zone,
Umuelele, Irete.

03/09/22 -St. Andrew’s Church Building Freezone, Umuelele, Irete

03/09/22 -St. Barnabas Church Parsonage, Umuoma Irete

03/09/22 -Triumphant Church Building Umunwalo, Irete

18/09/22 -St. Peter’s Church Irete 58 Rooms Shopping Plaza

18/09/22 - St. Peter’'s Church Parsonage, Irete

Confirmation

Within the period under review, we visited these Parishes for Confirmation to
the glory of God. Our joy is that through the grace of God, these confirmed
candidates accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and personal Saviour. Praise
God. We pray for their sustenance and growth day by day in Jesus name,
Amen. We commend the efforts of the Episcopal Pastoral team led by the
Bishop’s Senior Chaplain, Rev Canon Jonah Nwebo. They are as follow:

S/N DATE PARISH/AREA/ARCHDEACONRY | NUMBER
1. 26/12/2021 Amankuta Parish 21

2. 09/01/2022 Oforola Parish 34

3. 23/01/2022 Umuoba Parish 58

4. 01/05/2022 Amaulu Parish 57

5. 22/05/2022 AlaenyiOgwa Parish 48

6. 05/06/2022 New Owerri Parish 134

7. 12/06/2022 Orogwe Parish 70




8. 10/07/2022 Ubaha Orodo Archdeaconry 50
9. 24/07/2022 Owerri Parish 137
10. 07/08/2022 St. Michael & All Angels Parish, 116
New Owerri North
11. 21/08/2022 Umuomumu Parish 43
12. 04/09/2022 Aladinma Parish 106
13. 18/09/2022 Irete Parish 95
14. 25/09/2022 Uzii Parish 85
Total 1054

ARMS OF THE CHURCH

Women'’s Ministries

The Women’s Ministries by God’s grace are doing well. The two-storey
building for the Diocesan College of Nursing Sciences, Ogwa second decking
has been completed and the building is at the lintel stage. We pray that our
God will touch men and women of this Diocese and beyond to be veritable
instruments in actualizing this project. We commend the efforts of Mama
Owerri — Dr (Mrs.) Chidiebere C. Oparah, the Women Executive, the Building
Committee led by Mrs Ebele Nwozuzu and the entire women of the Diocese.
May God continue to use them in Jesus name, Amen. Our Women’s General
Conference this year will hold from Thursday 17" to Sunday 20th November,
2022 at St Paul’'s Church,Ubaha Orodo.

Men’s Ministries

The 6" Biennial Diocesan AAMA Conference was held at St. James Anglican
Church, Uzii,Uzii Archdeaconry from Friday, 24" to Sunday, 26" June, 2022
with the Theme “watch and pray: A Universal Call for All Men to
Accomplish God’s Work” (Matt. 26:40-41). It was a great Conference of
revival and we thank God for the success of the Conference. The Men are
currently handling the first 12-room bungalow at Ebenezer Camp of Prayer &
Retreat Centre, Ekwereazu Ogwa.

Councils of Knights

The Council is doing well under the leadership of Sir Chinweuba Amachi as
the President, Sir Henry Ogojiaku as Vice President |, Sir Emma Nnawuchi as
Vice President IlI, Sir Godswill Nwanguma as Secretary and Lady Phina
Onyekuru as the Lady President. The Council’s Annual Trooping of Colours
was held from Friday 11" to Sunday 13" February 2022 with the theme “Take
up your cross and follow me” Mt 16:24. They have been on with their
Business meetings. Their annual harvest was held on 11t September, 2022.

The Knights are currently embarking on the Church building project for New
Generation Church located inside the Knights Secretariat whose Foundation
stone and naming was done on Sunday, September 13, 2020 by the Lord
Bishop, Rt. Rev Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, PhD, JP. The Lady Auxiliary
has commenced work on their Mega Hall project. We commend the efforts of
our Knights and Ladies and pray for God’s providence and grace upon them.




Evangelical Fellowship in the Anglican Communion (EFAC)

Our Diocesan EFAC is doing well and even at station level as well. The EFAC
National convention was held from 15%™to 21sAugust, 2022 at St. Faith
Cathedral, Awka with the theme “The Kingdom Mandate” Matt. 28:18-
20was attended by our EFAC members.The Diocesan EFAC/Owerri Sub-
Zonal Convention was held at St Andrew’s Aladinma from 26" April to 15t May,
2022 with the theme “Empowered to Manifest”.

Anglican Youth Fellowship (AYF)

The second edition of Joshua Generation International Conference was held
at Moshood Abiola Stadium Abuja with the theme Be strong and
Courageous” Jos 1:9 from Monday 18" to Friday 22" April, 2022 and our
youth attended in their good number and the trip was sponsored by the
Diocesan. We thank God for the success of the conference and the hitch-free
journey granted to them. We congratulate our dear Primate, Most Rev Henry
Ndukuba on these worthwhile innovations. The Diocesan AYF conference for
2022 was held at St Mark’s Anglican Church, Amakohia from 28™ to 31st July,
2022 with the theme “Be strong and Courageous” Jos 1:9. The AYF
National Conference was held at Ondo Province from Wednesday, 3™ to
Sunday, 71" August, 2022. The three Chaplains we have for our Youth have
served their term, by God’s grace.

Anglican Children Ministry (ACM)

This year’'s Diocesan ACM conference was held at CATOL, Owerri from
Wednesday, 3™ to Saturday, 61" August, 2022 with the theme: “Be strong
and of good Courage” Jos 1:9, 1Tim 4:12.Also the National Conference
was held at Faith Plaza, Bariga Lagos State from Thursday 15t to Sunday 4t
September, 2022 with the theme “ Be strong and of good Courage” Jos
1:9, 1Tim 4:12.

NEWS FROM OWERRI ECCLESIASTICAL PROVINCE

Mission And Strategic Workshop on Mission Catalyst

The Province organized a Strategic Workshop on Mission and Evangelism
with the theme “Preparing the Church and her workforce for the 215t Century
Mission”.  Forty-five persons attended from the Diocese of which all
groups/departments were represented.

Thereafter, this same workshop was organized in our Diocese. It also
produced mission oriented results and capacity for mission. We thank Ven.
Paul Nwozuzu, the Director for Mission and Development and his team for
organizing this programme to the grass root. We thank God for the success.

Owerri Provincial Council Meeting

The Diocese of Ideato hosted the Episcopal and Council meetings on the 16t
and 17" March, 2022 with the theme “The Presence of God” Exo 33:14. We
thank God for our participation in all these meetings.

The second meeting is hosted by the Diocese of Ohaji/Egbema on the 28t"
and 29" September, 2022. We thank God for the success of the meeting.



Imo Prays Rally

The Province had a one-day Prayer Rally on November 19, 2021 at Admiral
Ndubuisi Kanu Square, Owerri. It was a huge success. We thank our priests
for great mobilisation of God’s people in our Diocese. This year’s Rally will be
on Friday, 18" November, 2022 at the same venue. We appreciate our
Archbishop, The Most Rev. Dr. David Onuoha for anchoring the programme
and the planning committee led by Rt. Rev. Chidi Oparaojiaku for work well
done.

Provincial Clergy Conference:

The Provincial clergy reunion conference was held at Anglican Goshem
centre with the theme “ Awake thou that sleepest” Isa 60:1 from 10™" -13™ July
2022. Our priests attended massively.

JOINT PROVINCIAL COUNCIL EAST OF THE NIGER

The Joint Provincial Council meeting was held at All Saints Cathedral Church,
Abayi, Umuocham, Diocese of Aba Ngwa North on Wednesday, 20" July,
2022.

Paul University Awka: We want to inform us that this university is our own
and belongs to the Joint Provinces East of the Niger with many accredited
programmes now including Programmes in Law Faculty. We encourage you
to send your children to the university.

NEWS FROM CHURCH OF NIGERIA

Christian Men’s Fellowship

The leadership of the National Steering Committee of the Christian Men’s
Fellowship is headed by Rear Admiral Segun Adebari (Rtd). He is the
National Chairman from Abuja Province. The interest of the Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion) is to have this Men’s Fellowship at the National
Church. The formation is new. We pray that it will continue to grow from
strength to strength.

Divine Commonwealth Conference (DIVCCON)
DIVCCON is an annual conference of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion). Last year’'s conference was held from 16" to 20" November,
2021 at Christian Centre, Abuja. The theme was “We are more than
Conqueror”. Our Diocese was well represented. This year’s DIVCCON will be
from Monday, 7t to Friday, 11" November, 2022.

St. Mathias, Advent and GAFCON Collections

These are special Church collections meant for our National Church, Church
of Nigeria (Anglican Communion). Please whenever your priests/evangelists
call on you do well to comply and support these funds. The fund is purely for
evangelism, helping some Missionary Dioceses and development of our
National Church projects.

Church of Nigeria Standing Committee

This was held at the National Secretariat of the Church of Nigeria, St.
Matthias’ House, Gudu, Abuja from Monday 12 to Friday 16" September 2022
with the theme “Your Kingdom Come, Your will be done” Mt 6:10. We



appreciate our Primate Most Rev Dr Henry Ndukuba and Mama Nigeria
together with the good people of Abuja Diocese for successful hosting.

Retirement
The following Bishops and Archbishops retired from administrative Episcopal
position within the period under review:

(1) Rt Rev. Samuel Sowale - Diocese of llesa

(2) Rt. Rev. Justus Mogekwu - Diocese of Asaba

(3) Rt. Rev. David Bello - Diocese of Oturkpo

(4) Rt. Rev. Ralph Ebirien - Diocese of Niger Delta
(5) Rt. Rev. Idowu Olugbemi - Diocese of llaje

(6) Rt. Rev. Segun Okubandejo - Diocese of Ibadan North
(7)  Rt. Rev. Christopher Omotunde - Diocese of EKkiti

(8) Rt. Rev. S. K. Eze - Diocese of Ukwa

We wish them well in their retirement.

Election And Consecration of New Bishops
The following Bishops were elected, consecrated and enthroned within the the
period under our review.

(1) Rt. Rev. Prof. Nneoyi Egbe - Diocese of Calabar

(2) Rt. Rev. Victor Okporu - Diocese of Western 1zon

(3) Rt. Rev. Kingsley Obuh - Diocese of Asaba

(4) Rt Rev. Ishaya Baba - Diocese of Zaria

(5) Rt. Rev. Ramdi Wonoke - Diocese of Bari

(6) Rt. Rev Beamin Enwuchola - Diocese of Otukpo

(7) Rt Rev Prince C. Anyiam - Diocese of Isukwuato/Umunneochi
(8) Rt Rev Isaac A. Adeniji - Diocese of llaje

Newly elected Bishops

(1)  Ven. Nixon Enekeme - Niger Delta West Diocese
(2)  Very Rev Dr Andrew Adebiyi - Oke-Ogun Diocese

May God bless their episcopacy in Jesus name, Amen.

Translation

(1) Rt. Rev. Manasses Okere of the Diocese of Isiukwuato/Umuneochi
translated to the Diocese of Ukwa

(2) Rt. Rev. Prof. Dapo Asaju, The Bishop Theologian translated to
Diocese of llesa.

(3) Rt Rev Emmanuel Oko-Jaja of Niger Delt West translated to Niger
Delta Diocese

(4) Rt Rev Williams Aladekugbe of Oyo Diocese translated to Ibadan North
Diocese

(5) The Rt Rev Andrew Ajayi of Ekiti Kwara Diocese translated to EKkiti
Diocese

(6) Rt Rev Cornelius Adagbada of Oke-Ogun Diocese translated to Ekiti
West Diocese

(7) Rt Rev Olugbenga Oduntan of Ajaji Crowther Diocese translated to
Oyo Diocese

(8) Rt Rev Abiodun Ogunyemi of Zaria Diocese translated to Ekiti Kwara



Celebrations and Joys

To the Glory of God, we received numerous mercies and blessings from God
as some of us were healed from illnesses, some were promoted, some
married, some got appointments, some had babies. Below are some that we
were able to capture:

18/04/2022
09/07/2022
13/08/2022
14/08/2022

20/08/2022
20/08/2022

04/09/2022

-Wedding of Mr. Chinedu & Mr Obianuju lwuanyanwu (Son of
Engr. Sir Dr Emmanuel lwuanyanwu)

80™Birthday of Sir Ben C. Ihuegbulem

Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Kemdi & Chidera Okafor

10" Year Anniversary of Anglican Church of the New Covenant,
Works Layout, Owerri.

Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Opara

Wedding of Mrs. Obianuju Ifeoma Maduoma (Daughter of Late
Abp. Caleb Maduoma).

80" Birthday of Engr. Sir Dr Emmanuel C. Iwuanyanwu ( Aha eji
aga Mba ndi Igbo)

Our Sorrows
The following joined the Saints Triumphant:

7/10/2021

8/10/2021

22/10/2021

22/10/21

22/10/21

19/10/21

18/11/2021
02/12/2021

08/12/2021
09/12/2021

28/12/2021

07/01/2022

26/01/2022

28/01/2022

04/03/2022

- Burial of Mrs Dorathy Nwanyannwu, wife of Rev Canon
Boniface Nwanyanwu (Rtd) at Christ Church Umuabhii.

- Burial of Chief Godwin Egbuchulem at St Michael’s Church,
Amaulu Mbieri.

- Burial of Ada Zion ljeoma Ahunam, mother in-law of Ven
Onyinyeoma Onyeagocha at St James Church Umueze 1, Isi
Mbano Diocese.

- Burial of Sir Ben Ekedebe at St Paul's Cathedral Ezeoke-Nsu,
Okigwe South Diocese.

- Burial of Mrs Justina Osuagwu, mother in-law to Rev Canon
Ben Nwandikom at Emmauel Church Agbaja, Orlu Diocese.

- Burial of Lady Catherine Onyeme, elder sister to Rev
NnejiAnuka, at St. Philip’s Church, Ohii.

- Burial of Sir Martin Ononuju at St James Church, Ochii Ogwa.
-Burial of Rev. Ferdinand U.J. Osunwa at Cathedral Church of
Christ, Ezihe, Isi Mbano Diocese.

-Burial of Sir Godwin Ohanaka at St. Luke’s Church Achi Mbieri
-Burial of Lady Ezinne Theresa Emerole wife of Sir Raymond
Emerole at Christ Church, Owerri

-Burial of Mrs. Adline Ikpemo, wife of Ven. Shedracklkpemo (Rtd)
at Mbaise Diocese.

-Burial of Mrs. Cecilia Iheanacho, wife of Ven. Bathramlhenacho
(Rtd) at Ebenezer Anglican Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa.

- Burial of Sir Lambert Oyoyo Nosiri at Holy Trinity Church,
Obazu Mbieri.

- Burial of Rt. Rev. Prof. A. O. lwuagwu at St. Stephen’s Church,
Umunkwo, Isi-Mbano Diocese.

- Burial of Lady Esther Ngozi Onozie (Dame Victoria Akanwa’s
brother’'s wife)



04/03/2022 - Burial of Late Ezinne Mercy Aaron (mother -inlaw to Rt Rev
Emmanuel Maduwike, Ph.D) at St Peter's Church Umuoziri
Inyishi, Ikeduru Diocese

22/03/2022 - Burial of Mrs. Sussanah Eregwo Uzoho at All Saints Church,
Abazu Ogwa.

18/03/2022 - Burial of Dame Nnennaya Maduagwu (mother of Sir & Lady
Emeka Maduagwu) at Umunneochi, Abia State.

30/03/2022 - Burial of Lady Bridget Ogwudire at St. John’s Church,
Umuomumu, Mbieri

29/04/2022 - Burial of Lady Patience Ehirim

06/05/2022 Burial of Mrs. NkechinyereAnyasodo (mother of Rev.
ChisomagaAnyansodo) Holy Trinity Chuch Nekede, Egbu
Diocese

20/05/2022 - Burial of Rev. Samuel Samuel Chukwumaeze Okoroafor at
Christ Church, Izombe, Diocese on the Lake.

27/05/2022 -Burial of Ezinne Dorathy Opara at St. Luke’s Church, Achi Mbieri

03/06/2022 -Burial of Ezinne Esther lhuoma Nwanjo, mother of Barr.
OsitaNwanjo at St. Mark’s Church, Idem Ogwa.

30/06/2022 Burial of Lady Franca Chukwureh at Basilica of God’'s Grace
Ororo Central Rectory, Orodo.

08/07/2022 Burial of Lady Stella Ugochi Anyanwu at Nazareth Church,
Ohohia Mbieri

29/07/2022 Burial of Sir Chief Godwin Nwanedo Anokwu at St. Peter’s
Church, Mbutu, Mbaise Diocese.

12/08/2022 Burial of Mrs. Nwosu-Madu at Christ Church, Umuahii Mbieri

30/08/2022 Burial of Dame Phebe Anyanwu (Pioneer Bishop’s wife Mbaise
Diocese) at St. James Anglican Church, Obiangwu, Egbu
Diocese.

06/09/2022 Burial of Mrs. Hope Oluigbo (wife of Ord. Benjamin Oluigbo) at
St. Andrew’s Church, Alaenyi Ogwa.

We commiserate with all these families and others that lost their dear ones.
May they rest in peace and rise in glory, Amen.

THE NATION AND STATE

Formerly you can hear the people of Nigeria sing these songs: “which way
Nigeria, which way to go ... | love my fatherland ... | want to know oo0o0....”;
“Nigeria amaka, ezigbo obodo oma, Nigeria amaka, anyi enweghi obodo 0zo”.
Today, | wonder whether people can still sing these songs happily again in
this present Nigeria with all impending issues , dangers and damages.

Nigeria with all her unfolding stories every day, like the Igbo adage- “Chi buo,
anu ozo”. Every day with its new story, yet none are pleasant to the ears. The
present ASUU strike in this country has lingered beyond expectation. The
government have made several attempts through mediator to no avail. We
call on our President to personally dialogue with ASUU so that there will be an
end to this strike action. We pray that it will not be just an end to this present
strike action of ASUU but an indefinite end to strike actions in the Educational
sector in Nigeria as no nation can progress without education of their children.



The increasing rate of crime in this country is very alarming. It is degenerating
from one crime to the other — in a chronological order and it seems there is no
end to crime in this country. The issues of insecurity/insurgencies are nothing
to write home about. Everybody lives in fear both high and low; there is no
exception including the presidency as his convey was also attacked.
Kidnapping/Abduction, Ritual killing, Banditry, Herdsmen, Unknown gunmen,
Man-slaughter, Drug-addiction/Trafficking, Human-trafficking, incessant
bloodletting/yielding, wanton destruction of property and life are all on the
increase. Where do we go from here? Wasting of human lives and properties
are no longer anything in this nation. We pray that God will come to our
rescue. But we must not fail to call on Government at all levels to ensure the
security of lives and properties of her citizens. We are equally calling on the
Federal Government of Nigeria to ensure the safe release of the remaining
passengers of the train-attack and also the abducted school children in this
country.

We also call on the Federal Government and appropriate stake holders in
Nigeria to tackle the issues of brain-drain and migration of medical personnel
to other countries in search of greener pasture. This greener pasture can be
gotten here if the Government do the needful. It is quite unfortunate and
disheartening that when our ‘big shots’ travel abroad for medical treatment;
most of them are being handled by Nigeria medical personnel who have been
engaged by other countries. When will this country/Government do something
good so that posterity will remember them for good? Today, there is threat of
strike action from the Medical Association of Nigeria for complete shutdown of
the entire health system if their demands are not meant. We pray that there
will be quick intervention by the government in this area.

We must not fail to condemn this issue of ‘get rich quick syndrome’ which is
the major cause of all these social atrocities in this country. We are equally
advising all especially our youths that get rich today and die tomorrow is
nothing what engaging in; rather they should know that there is dignity in
labour.

We must not fail to advice the Federal Government of Nigeria to employ the
use of Satellite Technology in the fight against Crime and Criminality in
Nigeria. No matter the investment on arms and ammunitions without proper
technology to back it up, so that perpetrators can be easily seen, identified,
and singled out; the efforts in fighting crime and criminality may still remain
abortive. The Minister for Information, Culture and Tourism Lai Mohammed
recently assured Nigerians that “the worst is over” yet Nigerians still
experience worst on daily basis in the area of insecurity, banditry, kidnapping,
terrorism, unwanted destruction of properties, incessant killing of both uniform
and ununiform citizens in the Country. We pray that this “worst will be over”
because it is not in the good interest of the country as no country can
progress in the midst of insecurity. Meanwhile, let us shun evil of any kind;
expose every unwholesome act around our environment as we continue to
trust God for our deliverance and freedom.

The 2023 Elections are around the corner. We want to encourage everybody
to guard your permanent voter’s card (PVC) and that it is your right to vote for



the right people of your choice. We equally advise that you should not sell the
future of your children and the country through material gifts/money. Ensure
you vote credible leaders whom God will use to restore the states of affairs in
this country to the pride of our father land. We want to commend the effort of
the Federal Government and INEC in improving the electronic process by the
use of BVAS; but must not fail to advise that if it is possible, let the entire
electioneering process be made completely electronic to eliminate manual
work completely. We want to encourage INEC to ensure we have credible
election - free and fair come 2023.

We must not fail to also commend the Government of Imo State on her efforts
in road rehabilitation in the State. We still encourage him to intensify efforts in
safe guarding the lives and properties of the people in the State.

We are praying for the Peace of our nation Nigeria.
God bless Imo State

God bless Nigeria.



SYNOD THEME

DISCIPLESHIP: The Basis for Christian Growth in the Mission of the
Church and Social Transformation (Matthew 28: 19-20).

In Christianity, disciple means a dedicated follower of Jesus Christ. The word
disciple is seen in the New Testament (Gospels and Acts of the Apostles) only.
In the Ancient world, a disciple is a follower or adherent of a teacher. In the
Ancient Biblical world, a disciple actively imitated both the life and teachings
of the master. Discipleship is not the same as being a student in the modern
sense. Discipleship in the Ancient world was a deliberate apprenticeship
which made a disciple a living copy of the master. For instance the old Saul
(now Paul) and Gamaliel his teacher (Act 22:3 - 16). In the Modern sense
discipleship from Christian point of view is helping people grow in their walk
with God. It is teaching and modeling how to follow Jesus and lead people
into a relationship with Him.

The New Testament records many followers (disciples) of Jesus during His
ministry. Some disciples were given a mission, such as the little
Commission/Mission Discourse (Mt 10), the Commission of the seventy in
Luke Gospel (Lk10), the Great Commission (Mt 28:18 -20) after the
resurrection of Jesus and the conversion of Paul (Act 9: 3-9), making the
apostles, charged with proclaiming the Gospel (the Good News) to the world.
Jesus emphasized that being His disciple would be costly (Lk 9:57-62, Mt
8:18-22,4:19-22 ) even in today’s Church.

The term “Disciple” represents the koine Greek word Mathetes which means
one who engages in learning through instruction from another, pupil,
apprentice or in religious context such as the Bible, one who is rather
constantly associated with someone who had a pedagogical reputation or a
particular set of views, disciple, adherent. The word disciple comes into
English usage by way of the Latin discipulus meaning a learner, but given its
biblical background should not be confused with the more common English
word “student”.

In the world of the Bible, a disciple was a person who followed a teacher,
rabbi, master or a philosopher. The disciple desired to learn not only the
teaching of the rabbi, but to imitate the practical details of their life. A disciple
did not merely attend lectures or read books; they were required to interact
with and imitate a real living person. A disciple would literally follow someone
in hopes of eventually becoming what they are.

A Christian disciple is a believer who follows Christ and then offers his own
imitation of Christ as model for others to follow (1 Corinthians 11: 1). A
disciple is first a believer who has exercised faith (Acts 2:38). This means they
have experienced conversion and put Jesus at the centre of their life and
participated in rites of Christian imitation. A fully developed disciple is also a
leader of others who attempt to pass on this faith to his followers, with the
goal of repeating this process through discipleship (1 Cor. 4: 16-17, 2 Tim.



2:3). A special form of passing on leadership through discipleship is called
‘Apostolic Succession’.

We should note equally that a church congregation can disciple another
Church congregation; a believer another growing believer or new convert.
Let us as a Church/member disciples someone as it goes on for multiplication;
and as we grow in number and strength(spiritually), let us also grow in the
grace of discipleship as we declare operation disciple another.

Exegesis of Matthew 28:19-20

"®Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, 2° and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you. And
surely | am with you always, to the very
end of the age.

When Jesus ascended to heaven after His resurrection, He left His followers
with explicit instructions. Those instructions were both for the people who
were there with Him that day and for every follower of Jesus who would come
after them; and He said “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching
them to obey everything | have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20, NIV).

This instruction is known as “The Great Commission” because these words
represent a critical assignment from Jesus Christ for the Church as His people
await His return, which is the mission of the church. The people whom Jesus
gave these essential instructions had a good understanding of what it is
meant to be His disciples. They had left everything to follow Him, and for three
years they carried on with His instruction, experiencing incredible highs and
lows as they discovered what it is meant to follow their Lord Jesus.

When Jesus told His disciples to go and make disciples of all nations; the
disciples wouldn’t have seen that as a casual assignment to move between
other interests; rather it was to become their primary focus. For believers in
today’s world, we need to take discipleship as our primary focus in the
mission of God through Jesus Christ in our families, different Church groups
such ACM, Youths (AYF), Men’s Ministries, Women Ministries, Council of
Knights, among Priests and Church Ministers, in our different professions and
areas of assignment, etc.

The disciple would have understood Jesus’ words to have some important
implications. We therefore explain this Jesus’ discourse in the following
statement:

“Therefore go”

The word therefore is a conjunction. It connects the preceding statement or
assertion of Jesus that All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
Him, therefore they(disciples) should “go”. This is an explicit instruction for



action. This action involves physical movement. The verb used is not a
passive verb. It is an imperative verb. The question is where are they to go
and what are they to do? What an action verb. This question takes us to the
subject of our discussion in relation to our theme. They disciples where
commanded to go and make disciples. Disciple making is not a passive
activity. It requires intentional, strategic behaviour. Christ’s followers could not
wait for people to come to them and ask to become disciples, rather the
disciples have to go to the people to make them the disciples of Jesus, which
speaks of the strategic and intentional behaviour needed if one is to make
disciples.

“make disciples”

It is worthy to note that this instruction is directed to already made disciples
not yet to be disciples. So once you become a disciple, it becomes imperative
that you must make disciples. For a disciple to make other disciples, in this
case Jesus’ disciples; they have to share the Gospel message - the Good
News of the Kingdom with people who had never heard it before or may have
heard but have not accepted the gospel of our Lord Jesus as their personal
Lord and Saviour. But that was only the first step. A disciple is more than
someone who converts to a new religion, rather it is someone who has
committed his life to following Jesus. Communicating the Gospel is a critical
element of disciple-making, but it is not the end. Once a disciple is made,
there are other essential things needed for the person to grow in the
knowledge of the Truth and to be able to make other disciples. The question
is where is the disciples to be made from?

“of all nations”

Jesus was Jewish by birth, but during His ministry on earth, He taught that
God was not only redeeming the people of Israel to Himself, but also the
whole world. To make disciples of all nations entails that there is no barrier,no
boundary limitations, not even language(tongue), or race. Indeed there are so
many unreached as the harvest is plentiful (Mt 9:37a, Lk10:2a). Around the
same time that He gave the Great Commission, Jesus told His disciples, “you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). This is critical to understand. The Jews despised
Samaritans, but Jesus was tearing down walls of hostility (Eph. 2:14). His
message of peace and reconciliation of restored relationship is not just for
Israel and Samaria alone; it is for the whole world. That is why the command
to make everyone on earth to become a disciple of Jesus Christ through
genuine efforts of His disciples and disciples’ disciples and so on.

“baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit”.

Baptism is an inauguration into God’s church/family as it is written in the Book
of Common Prayer during baptism “we receive this child/person into the
congregation of Christ’'s flock”. A follower of Jesus should declare his/her
allegiance to Jesus by identifying with His death and resurrection, which is
what baptism illustrates. It is clear from this instruction that Jesus’ commission
includes people becoming His followers, but it is not limited to it. It is about
identifying with and surrendering your life to God through Jesus Christ, who



knows you, created you and loves you. This baptism signifies the outward
washing of sins by faith through the water of baptism in the singular name of
the Blessed Trinity(Eph. 4:4-6).

“and teaching them to obey everything I[Jesus] have commanded you”
This is discipleship; teaching them(those that have come to the knowledge of
the truth - the converts) to obey everything(all) I(Jesus) have commanded
you(My disciples). This is where discipleship goes beyond evangelism. The
discipleship process is more than teaching people the right knowledge about
God. A disciple models himself or herself after someone. Making disciples of
Jesus goes beyond teaching facts about Jesus. It means teaching people how
to know and be like Jesus - to obey God and seek His best for their lives.
Discipleship is a journey of intentional decisions leading to maturity in your
relationship with Jesus so that you become more like Him in your
attitudes,character, focus and ultimately behaviour. It requires a commitment
from the potential disciple and the disciple makers. It is not something that
happens by chance /accident or overnight. This is a lifelong commitment with
conscientious efforts to follow God through Jesus Christ with your whole
being from both the disciple and disciple maker; and both learn from the
lifestyle of Jesus and eventually teach others about Jesus, how to follow
Jesus and also be like Jesus.

In a letter to a group of Christians in Ephesus, St. Paul, an early follower of
Jesus who wrote much of the New Testament, explains that God gives His
followers gifts to help them make disciples. He begins by encouraging them to
do whatever they can to maintain the unity of the Spirit (Eph. 4:3). This is
critical because discipleship is intended to happen among a community of
fellow disciples, which the Bible calls “the Church” or “the body of Christ”.

Paul explains that God has equipped His people, the Church with specific
spiritual gifts and talents. These gifts equip God’s people to do His work and
build up the Church — the body of Christ. This will continue until we all come to
such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in
the Lord, measuring up to the fullness and complete standard of Christ (Eph.
4:12-13) . This process of maturing in your faith and becoming more like
Christ is discipleship. This simply implies that discipleship is a continuous
process. Discipleship happens as you are connected to other followers of
Jesus through fellowship, Bible studies, sharing testimonies, etc and
encouraging one another even in difficult times as the Book of Hebrew
Chapter 10:24-25 admonishes, just as iron sharpens iron(Prov 27:17).
Discipleship also involves mentoring. Proper discipleship or disciplining helps
one stand firm in the faith and not tossed by wind of doctrines as St Paul
affirms:

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back

and forth by the waves, and blown here and

there be every wind of teaching and by the

cunning and craftiness of people in their

deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth

in love, we will grow to become in every

respect the mature body of him who is the head,



that is Christ. From him the whole body is
joined and held together by every supporting
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as
each part does its work (Eph. 4:14-16).

“And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age”

What a positive conjunction “and”. A full and strong assurance of God’s
presence with us as we obey and carry out His command. This assurance
was given to Jesus’ disciples then which we equally experience even today in
our walk with Him. Jesus promised His disciples that He will not abandon
them or forsake them or leave them as orphans, that He will send to them a
helper, advocate, Counselor, Spirit of Truth, the Holy Spirit who will teach
them all things and also remind them of all He has taught them(Jn 14:15 -
18,26;15:26) and that promise was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost (Act 2:1-
4). Remember that this promise is for those who are Jesus’ disciples as the
condition was expressly stated that “if you love me[Jesus], you will obey what
| command” as no disciple will hate his master. Once that love is established,
God assures us of His ever-abiding presence which He has given us through
His Son Jesus Christ by the outpouring of His Holy Spirit, which lives in all
believers in Christ. The assurance of His presence in every situations and
circumstances of life (Isaiah 43:2) and to an affirmation of whom He is to His
people Israel (Isa 43:3) and assurance of His presence with them to give them
all round rest (Exo 33:14) even to the very end of the age.

Discipleship process: Six-Step Discipleship Process to Spiritual
Maturity

Discipleship is teaching and modeling how to follow Jesus and lead people
into a relationship with Him. Rimi (2020) states that there is no absolute
formula for making perfect disciples, it is good to be intentional and seek
God’s will for how God would like to guide one in this process. According to
Rimi, a discipleship process is a journey someone goes through to become
more like Jesus. It is a process through which they learn more about God, His
Word, and grow in spiritual maturity, and make more disciples. In fact, Jesus
Christ our perfect example modeled for us how to disciple others and lead
them into a relationship with the Father.

Rimi outlined 6 steps found from Jesus’ example in the discipleship process
as follow:

(1) Love Them with the Love of God

To make a disciple you must love the people you want to disciple with the love
of Christ. No condition is attached to this love. Love as the Father has loved
us and gave His Son as ransom for our sin (1Tim 2:3-6). We should love
because God first loved us (1Jn 4:19). Before the foundation of the world,
God loved us and sent His Son on coming to save us and redeem us, all for
relationship. Because He loved us first, we can now love others. This love
should be the basis of all that we do, and from it comes the basis of discipling



others. When Jesus began His ministry, He went about preaching, teachings,
and healing, as well as leading others to God the Father. He did not
discriminate as He loved the tax collectors and sinners, fishermen, and
normal people. Those were the ones who followed Him, the ones who He
discipled. Because of this, we should teach the ones we are discipling to love
others as well, and not just people who are lovable, but those who may seem
unloveable as well. So, before you start discipling others, know that they are
broken people, people who may seem hard to love. But we are called to love
them no matter what and ask for the grace to do God’s will.

(2) Show Them the Way

When discipling others and leading them along in the discipleship process, we
are called to point them to Jesus and help them live the life worthy of their
calling (Eph 4: 1-6) and show them how to live according to God’s purposes
as we must be imitator of Christ even as St Paul admonished the Corinthians
to imitate him as he imitates Christ(1 Cor 11:1). In likewise manner we should
be modeling Jesus’ love and actions so well that it inspires others to do the
same. And lead others to know Christ the more just as Jesus did (Jn14 :9-10).

We are image-bearers of the Father, so when we are bringing people through
the discipleship process we should remember to show them who Jesus is and
encourage them to imitate Him in everything. It is important that they should
see the life of Christ being lived out in us as James states we should be doers
of the Word not hearers only (Jas 1:22).

(3) Teach Them the Word and Principles of Jesus Christ

As Jesus went throughout His ministry, His disciples followed him in all of his
preaching, teaching, and healing. Along the way, Jesus spoke many parables
and taught large crowds about the Word of God and about loving each other.
Most times the disciples were confused about Jesus’ parables and teachings,
so Jesus took the disciples aside by themselves and taught them about the
word of God and what it meant. In Matthew 13, Jesus speaks of multiple
parables and teaches the people how they should live. After this, Jesus takes
the disciples aside and explains these things to them in more detail, showing
them the value in God’s Word and the importance of living it out. He said to
them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has become a disciple in the
kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his
storeroom new treasures as well as old.” (Mt 13:52). When we teach His word,
it is like bringing out treasure new and old. This is why it is important to teach
disciples about the Bible in the process of discipleship.



(4) Correct Them in Love

Having taught the Word, we cannot expect everyone to get it all correct all
the time. It is important to correct people in love when they make mistakes
and even use the scriptures in doing that and to point them back to Jesus (2
Tim 2:16-17). Even Jesus called Peter out for being worried about human
concerns and not God’s concerns (Matthew 16:23).

We are called to correct people and direct them further to God; not to our own
standards, but to God’s standards. This does not mean being too harsh with
people, but instead compassionate knowing that we are called righteous
because of Jesus’ righteousness, not our own. It is pertinent to note that we
should correct people in love and not to run them down. True disciples will
accept God’s Word and correction and repent if they have gone astray. As we
disciple others, let us help them so that they may be complete and equipped
for every good work.

(5) Equip Them for Every Good Work

When you lead people through discipleship process, know that they have their
God-given gifts (Eph 4:11-13), that can be used when properly harnessed for
the work of the Kingdom of God . Explore their gifts and help them to put it in
good use for the work of God’s Kingdom.

(6) Send Them to the Mission field to make disciples

According to Matthew 28:18-20, it is important to go and make disciples of all
nations. That is the commission. As we have been discipled, Jesus
commissions us to go, and make disciples, telling all the nations about Him.
That is the mission, the sending of disciples so that everyone may know, love,
and worship the Father. The whole world is our mission field , therefore go
and make disciples of all nations, from all the tribes, tongues and languages,
tell them that Jesus is the Lord of all the universe.

The goal of discipleship is multiplication, so as you make disciples and follow
all the steps in this process, remember the ultimate goal. The ultimate goal of
discipleship is to make disciples that will be like Jesus , who in turn make
other disciples like Jesus and the chain continues until the whole world have
come to the full knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ and they will in turn
inherit the Kingdom of God as faithful servants.

Remember, God calls us to be intentional in all that we do, especially when
making disciples. We can follow God’s leading, imitating Jesus as we point
others to Him, teaching, correcting, equipping, and sending them so that
everyone may know the love of the Father. This is the goal, to see others
grow into spiritual maturity and lead them to a relationship with



Jesus, knowing that His love will multiply and transform the lives of people all
over the world through an intentional discipleship process.

The Role of Discipleship in Church Growth and Social transformation

Discipleship helps the Church to grow and also transforms the society through
the transformation of the people who are part and parcel of the society. A
church that is evangelizing the lost, teaching their congregants the Scripture,
and challenging them to share the gospel with lost friends and family is a
Church that will inevitably experience growth both spiritually and otherwise. A
Church that does not practice discipleship has forgotten the faithfulness of
God. One thing is sure, God is faithful to those that put their trust in Him and
do what He has commanded. Doing the Will of God and being faithful to His
commands are the basis for social transformation. Although there are people
who do their personal commands and also prefers to do the teachings of man
rather than God and the Bible refers to such people as false teachers/false
prophets (2 Pet 2: 1-2, 18-22, Mt 7:15 - 23, 24:4-5,11,24); they equally have
their disciples who go about deceiving many and the Bible called them wolves
in sheep clothing (Mt 7:15, Phil 3:18 -19, Act 8:9-23), they are the people
responsible for all the ills in the society today.

Discipleship from the Christian point of view has been defined as the act of
helping other Christians or people, including new converts to follow Christ
Jesus intimately. It involves everything you do to help brethren stand firm in
faith and to live a transformed life - renewed, holy and pleasing to God
(Rom 12:1-2, 1The 2:12).

Therefore, the following are the roles of Christian discipleship in the growth
of the church and social transformation:

It helps to retain new converts

It is not enough to welcome new members/visitors/converts in our churches,
rather it is important that as we welcome new converts/visitors to our
Churches, we should endeavour to keep track of them either by giving them
slips to fill their contact, so that they will be followed up by the appropriate
team where the person will be encouraged to join the followup classes for
proper discipling and teachings of the Bible. Also during Crusades, Revivals,
Evangelism etc., new converts in such events are necessary to be followed
up in order to disciple them for Christ and in His Church. This will help to
retain new converts in our churches and for Christ as we care for them
spiritually as well as physically. Discipleship is usually done by someone who
is spiritually higher than the other that is more mature Christians. The mature
Christians in a local Church should befriend the new converts, pay them visits,
encourage them and ensure they attend Church services regularly and other
church programmes (1 Cor 11:1, 1Cor 4:14-16, Tit 2:1). When proper
followup is done, the Church will hardly lose any of the new converts that she
has toiled to win.

It leads to the Growth of the Church’s membership
It is the aim of every church to grow spiritually and physically. Physical growth
has a lot to do with the growth of the membership of the church (numerical



strength). Apart from birth, which increases the numerical strength of the
Church membership, winning souls is one effective way of growing the
Church physically(Act 2:36-41,47 4:4, 16:1-6). It is possible to lose the
members we have toiled to win. But where we do not lose them, the new
converts add to the numerical strength of the Church. One of the ways of not
losing them is to expose them to the Truth - the Word of God, which will guide
their path and cause them not to stumble or sin against God (Jn 8:12,32;14:6,
Ps 119:11,105). Discipleship when done properly, would lead to retaining all
or most of the new converts won into the Church, leading to the growth of the
Church in no small measure. As a disciple maker, you must be an example
and imitator of Christ (1 Cor 11:1, 1Cor 4 :14 -16, Phil 3:15-17). We call on all
our members to be involved in discipleship. We need to improve greatly on it,
Evangelists, Priests/Pastors, Lay members, delegates of all categories, let us
go to our Churches with new zeal and commitment for discipleship as the
world is in dare need of genuine disciple makers for God’s Kingdom.

It provides avenue to nurture new converts in the Biblical teachings
Jesus was not only interested in our wining souls for Him, but to nurture them
to maturity. He is much interested in our nurturing the new converts in the
teachings of the Bible so that they would learn to do His commands. In
Matthew 28:20a, Jesus emphasizes on “teaching them(new disciples) to obey
everything I(Jesus) have commanded you(old disciples)”. Discipleship also
include the period after conversion within which the Church educates the new
converts about the teachings of the Bible; the dos and don'’ts, the Christian
lifestyle, Christ’s attributes, etc. They should be taught to hunger and thirst for
righteousness( Mt 5:6 ) and for their souls to pant for God (the Word of God)
as the deer pants for the water brooks (Ps 42:1 ). For this reason, it becomes
imperative that churches should set up discipleship classes for new converts
within the church at specific periods of the week where they are taught from a
well-prepared syllabus.These classes continue until they have passed through
all the prepared syllabus. It is also important that Bible study in the church
can be done in groups/segments where people can be group based on their
level of knowledge (maturity) especially the new converts . All these are
intended to equip the disciples with Bible teachings that will be a light to guide
their steps in life (Ps 119:105). Remember that as iron sharpens iron, so one
person sharpens another ( Prov. 27:17).

It provides avenue to acquaint new converts with the church’s core
values, practices, tenets, doctrines, and liturgy.

Anglicans are unique both in conduct and worship. We have our church’s core
values, practice, tenets, doctrines and liturgy which are based on the Bible.
Discipleship class provides avenue to nurture new converts in the core values,
practices, and tenets of the church which are the beliefs the Church firmly
endorses( Tit 2:1-8). It is important that new disciples should be exposed to
them as two cannot work together unless they have agreed to do so (Amos 3:
3 ). For a new convert to find the comfort or the ease to remain in the church,
he must be taught to come to terms with the church’s core values, practices,
and tenets. If he/she is not well acquainted with these things, he/she would
remain a stranger among other church members and this will make him/her
uncomfortable in the church and it will hamper his/her chances of staying;



therefore, proper integration with the church is very essential in reaching the
unity of the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and that can be
fostered through discipleship (Eph 4:12-13).

Encouraging other Christians or one another in the Lord

Christian Community is such a critical element of discipleship that the Bible
says, in the book of Hebrews, “let us think of ways to motivate one another to
acts of love and good works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as
some people do, but encourage one another” (Hebrews 10:24-25).
Discipleship happens as the members of the Church serve and encourage
one another as well as other people. When you opt out of Christian church,
you are opting out of a process that Jesus uses to encourage your maturity,
assist the growth of others and impact the world (Act 4:32 -37).

It produces mature Christians for the church

Knowledge is power. A well-educated and nurtured person stands out and
has a high tendency to become mature and resourceful. One of the benefits of
discipleship is that it has a very high tendency of producing mature Christians
(2 Tim 2: 1-2,15). And you cannot overemphasized the importance of having a
Church composed of mature believers (Eph 4:12-16). Mature Christians
become custodian of the core values, core practices, and the tenets of the
Church as well as the Bible. Their lifestyle becomes worthy examples for
others to emulate; making decency and holiness a common way of life in the
Church ( 1Cor 11:1). They understand how to teach, give and they travail to
win souls for the Church and Christ. But this is not the same of a Church that
is composed of baby Christians (new converts); for leaders of such Churches
have big task/problem on their hands, for they often go for searching,
convincing, and pleading with their members who for some trivial reasons are
refusing to come to Church. Make discipleship for new converts a priority in
the Church for the sake of raising spiritually mature Christians. When Church
members are properly discipled, our homes, the society and the world at large
will benefit from it as the society will be full of people with the life of Christ in
them and that will lead to social transformation as it will curb all the ills in the
society through the biblical teachings of Christ, His commands and lifestyle of
Christians as anyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away
from wickedness (2 Tim 2: 19 -21).

It brings about social transformation

One of the Biblical teachings of the command of Jesus is love for God and
love for your neighbour. The core Christian values are strictly doing the will of
God. This will of God is clearly written in the Bible, which is written by the
inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work (2 Tim 3:16 -17). They are handed
down to us from generation to generation. The law given to Moses at Mount
Sinai contains the ten commandments ( Exo 34: 28, Exo 20:1-21, Deu 5:1-
21). Jesus came as the fulfillment of the law(Mt 5:17) and this was
summarized into two as the love for God and the love for your neighbour (Mt
22:37-39). Every christian is expected to be the custodian of the law, and also
to put the law/Word into practice (Jas 1:22-25, Jn 15:12). When this is done -



knowing and doing the law/Word, which is the Will of God, it will foster healthy
living among the people, thereby transforming the people, which in turn
transforms the society and the society becomes a better place devoid of sin
and promoting healthy living another all men, devoid of all the social vices.

Conclusion

Discipleship is teaching, learning and practicing what Jesus taught and
mentoring relationship to ensure conformity to the image of Christ which is the
ultimate goal of all believers. Discipleship is a continuous process as one
journeys in life.

As a christian, you are called to call others, just as you have been discipled to
disciple others. To be a disciple maker you must be a christian and disciple of
Christ. As a disciple, you are to be the salt of the earth, the light to the world,
renewed, transformed and Christ-like, a mentor to others for God’s Kingdom
to God’s glory in your journey here on earth.

For you to be Christ disciple maker, you must be Christ disciple - having the
detects of Christ as paramount; else you become self-disciple maker where
you produce what resemble you( human nature) and not Christ. Remember
that God created man in His own image, but when Adam sinned; Adam begat
son in his own image (Gen 4:1; 5:3). This is the problem of the world, and
even most of the ‘so called churches’ today try to begat disciples of
themselves and not disciples of Christ because of self gain or interest. The
society suffers today because so many no longer hunger and thirst for
righteousness; rather they hunger and thirst for population and popularity and
that is why so many have failed in the mission of the Church which is - Go
and make disciples of all nations... teaching them all | [Jesus] have
commanded you. Many now teach their own command and not Christ’s
command. Be assured that God’s solid foundation stands sure, those who
name the name of Christ must depart from iniquity.

As Christians, we have a duty to make disciples for Christ in all the nations of
the world and disciple them to be like Christ so that they can also make
disciples for Christ and the chain continues until the whole world has come to
the full knowledge of Christ and His commands thereby transforming the
world positively for Christ for a change society in Christ as Apostle Paul says
“ and the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses
entrust to reliable people who will also be qualify to teach others”.

Dear people of God, | want to assure you that Christian discipleship is the
basis for christian growth and social transformation. | therefore charge you to
go and make disciples of all nations, teaching them to obey all that Jesus
Christ has commanded, also bearing fruit that will last and the God of peace
will be with you always until we wear that glorious crown in Jesus name,
Amen.

Thank you for Listening

Your brother, friend, Bishop



Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah Ph.D, JP
Trinity 15, 2022.
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Appendix 1

ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF OWERRI
CLERGY ESTATE ALLOCATION

AMAKOHIA UBI, OROGWE ARCHDEACONRY

S/INO NAMES PHASE ROAD PLOT
NO.
1. REV. ANYAELE KENNETH 2 RD 16 #46
2. REV. CAN. DONALD N. U. AWUJO 1 RD 1 16
3. REV. SAMUEL CHIKODI DURU 1 RD 1 19
4. REV. CAN. CHIDI JOHN NLEMCHUKWU 1 RD 2 63
5. REV. CAN. MICHAEL ONYEDINEKE 1 RD 2 47
6. VEN. CHIMEZIE ONYENUMA 1 RD 9 122
7. VEN. OKE OBINNA CHIMA 1 RD 9 75
8. REV. CAN. IKECHUKWU ONUMAEGBULAM 1 RD 2 49
9. VEN. NOSIRI OBED OKECHUKWU 1 RD 4 55
10. | REV. CAN. IKENNA CHIDI ACHUKO 1 RD 2 48
11. | REV. CAN. AMAJUQOY| CHUKWUDI OLIVER 1 RD 2 60
12. | VEN. DR. EVANS AMADI 1 RD 1 10
13. | VEN. TIMOTHY CHIDI NMEZ| IGBOKWE 1 RD 3 51
14. | REV. CAN. NJOKU KINGSLEY CHINEDU 1 RD 1 21
15. | REV. ONYEMA ZIMAKO DURU 2 RD 16 #50
16. | REV. CAN. ONUOHA EMMANUEL OBIRINAKANU 1 RD 2 28
17. | REV. OBIDINMA GAIUS ROLAND OKOKO 1 RD 3 66
18. | REV. OPARA CHIMAOBI CHIJIOKE 2 MAJOR RD #1
19. | REV. BETHEL IBEZIMAKO OHAGWAM 2 MAJOR RD #2
20. | REV. IKECHI NNAMDI ONYEYIRI 2 MAJOR RD #3
21. | REV. MAURICE CHIKEREZE UKAEGBU 2 RD 13 #8
22. | REV. SIMON O. UWANDU 1 RD 3 54
23. | VEN. DR. JAPHET NWACHUKWU 1 RD 1 17
24. | REV. JOHN C. UGWUEGBULAM 2 RD 13 #16
25. | VEN. UNEZE ROWLAND UKAEGBU 1 RD 2 25
26. | REV. CAN. JOSEPH N. O. IGBO 1 RD 1 22
27. | VEN. DAVIDSON IHEANACHO OPURUM 1 RD 4 72
28. | REV. CAN. GODSON IHEANYI OKORO 1 RD 1 8
29. | REV. CAN. CHIDUBEM BASIL DABRINZE 1 RD 2 62
30. | REV. CAN. ERNEST AMAGWULA MBAH 1 RD 1 7
31. | VEN. NWANDIKOM BENJAMIN C. U. 1 RD 1 11
32. | VEN. INNOCENT CHUKWUBUIKEM AGUNANNE 1 RD 4 69
33. | REV. DR. AMAKO JONATHAN CHIMA 1 RD 11 64
34. | REV. CAN. AMAEFULA INNOCENT O. 1 RD 3 68
35. | REV. HENRY ANAYOCHUKWU ASIEGBU 2 RD 14 #24
36. | REV. CAN. RAPHAEL ABISICHUWKWU ONUNWA - -
37. | VEN. ONWUKA CHUKWUDUM T. 1 RD 2 27
38. | VEN. DR. DURUJI SIMEON U. N. 1 RD 4 118
39. | REV. CAN. DR. CHRIS N. MBAH 2 RD 16 #62
40. | REV. SAMUEL NDUKWU 1 RD 1 38
41. | REV. NZEAKO OKECHUKWU CHUKWUMA 2 RD 14 #32




42. | REV. CAN. ONWULIRI JOSHUA 1 RD 3 81

43. | REV. CAN. CHIKERE CHINONYE KENNETH 2 RD 14 #24
44. | REV. CHRISTIAN O. OKPE 1 RD 2 41

45. | REV. JOSIAH ONYEKURU 1 RD 2 42
46. | REV. CAN. OPARAOJIAKU CHRISTIAN 1 RD 5 82

AKUWUDIKE

47. | REV. CAN. DR. AKUDINOBI SOLOMON UCHENNA 1 RD 3 67
48. | VEN. CHUKWUMA |. AKAKURU 1 RD 2 43
49. | VEN. BASIL UBOCHIEGBU 1 RD 12 9

50. | VEN. ONYINYEOMA ONYEAGOCHA 1 RD 1 18
51. | REV. KINGSLEY UZOMA 1 RD 2 37
52. | VEN. OGECHI OFURUM 1 RD 10 120
53. | VEN. GEORGE NJOKU 1 RD 4 77
54. | REV. CAN. DR. T. AGOHA 1 RD 3 76
55. | REV. CAN. ANTHONY OKEBARAM 1 RD 1 36
56. | VEN. JAMES ONYEKWELIBE 1 RD 2 45
57. | REV. CAN. CHRIS MEJURU 1 RD 2 26
58. | REV. CAN. ONYEKACHI AWUJO 1 RD 5 83
59. | REV. SAMUEL IHEANY| JOHN 1 RD 1 35
60. | VEN. OZIOMA EJIEKPE 1 MAJOR RD 74
61. | VEN. CHIKE ANURIGWO 1 RD 10 117
62. | REV. BEN EJIHU 1 RD 11 30
63. | VEN. GIDEON IHEANACHO 1 RD 11 39
64. | REV. CAN. JONAH NWEBO 1 RD 11 23
65. | REV. GODSGIFT IKEH 1 RD 1 34
66. | REV. CHIAGOZIE CHUKWUMA 2 RD 15 #52
67. | REV. NNEJI ANUKAM 1 RD 1 33
68. | REV. IKECHUKWU ANOKWU 1 RD 1 32
69. | VEN. FERDINARD MBALISI 1 RD 10 116
70. | REV. KINGSLEY ATASIE 1 RD 5 84
71. | REV. CAN. MICHAEL OBI 1 RD 1 31

72. | REV. BETHEL IROEGBU 1 RD 6 93
73. | REV. CAN. CASMIR UKONU 1 RD 1 15
74. | VEN. MICHAEL AMADI 1 RD 10 121
75. | REV. JOHNSON EGBUJOR 1 RD 5 109
76. | REV. GOSPEL IWUOHA 1 RD 4 115
77. | REV. JOHN ELEKWACHI 1 RD 6 88
78. | REV. BENEDICT DURUEKE 1 RD 5 85
79. | REV. CHISOMAGA ANYASODOR 1 RD 6 86
80. | REV. OKWUCHUKWU NZEAKO 2 MAJOR RD #61
81. | REV. BRIGHT EMERIBE 2 RD 16 #39
82. | REV. CAN. KINGSLEY OPARANOZIE 1 RD 2 44
83. | REV. OKECHUKWU NWACHUKWU 1 RD 6 87
84. | REV. SAMUEL ONONOGBO 1 RD 6 89
85. | REV. KINGSLEY ANUJUE 1 RD 2 40
86. | REV. PAUL OBILOR 2 MAJOR RD #63
87. | REV. CAN. OZIOMA ARIRIATU 1 RD 3 52
88. | REV. CAN. TIMOTHY ASHAMA 1 RD 1 20
89. | REV. CAN. EMMANUEL ACHINEBIRI 1 RD 3 53
90. | VEN PAUL NWOzZUZU 1 RD 1 12
91. | REV. RICHARD NNAWUIHE 1 RD 6 90
92. | REV. FORTUNE ORJI 1 RD 6 94
93. | REV. OBIOMA CHIBUZOR ASIEGBU 1 RD 5 106




94. | VEN. CHUKWUEMEKA EKEANYANWU 1 RD 2 46
95. | REV. G. O. C. EZEKWE 1 RD 6 91
96. | VEN ZION NGOKA 1 RD 10 119
97. | REV. CAN. AARON ORJI 1 RD 2 50
98. | REV. BENJAMIN NLEMCHUKWU 1 RD 5 108
99. | VEN. AUGUSTINE UGBO 1 RD 4 111
100. | REV. CAN. CHIGOZIRIM AKOWUBA 1 RD 8 110
101. | REV. BONAVENTURE C. ANUNONWU 1 RD 4 114
102. | REV. BARNABAS ODIKANWA 1 RD 5 107
103. | REV. CHIDI MBILITAM 1 RD 8 105
104. | REV. CAN. CHIMA IWUCHUKWU 1 RD 8 80
105. | REV. CAN ELEAZAR OKERE 1 RD 4 79
106. | REV. ONYINYE ANOSIKE 1 RD 4 78
107. | REV. KINGSLEY AGOR 2 MAJOR RD #64
108. | REV. CAN. GEOFREY IROENYENWA 1 RD 4 112
109. | REV. AUSTIN IDEMEGBULAM 2 MAJOR RD #65
110. | REV. CAN. BENJAMIN UKWUEGBU 1 RD 2 61
111. | VEN. MICHAEL NDUKWE 1 RD 4 71
112. | REV. CAN. JOSEPH ONYEKURU 1 RD 2 59
113. | VEN. DONALD CYRIL AWAZIANA OGUIKE 1 RD 2 29
114. | VEN. BAR. DR. FESTUS OPARAH 1 RD 2 24
115. | VEN. BENJAMIN NWANERI 2 RD 14 #32
116. | REV. KENNETH UDEMBA 1 RD 4 113
117. | REV. CAN. LIOYD OSUAGWU 1 RD 3 67
118. | REV. CHIJIOKE NWACHUKWU 1 RD 6 92
119. | VEN. DR. CHIDI OPARAH 1 RD 9 73
120. | VEN. DR. EMMANUEL C. AGOHA 1 RD 4 70
121. | REV. EVANS NDUBUISI 1 RD 3 65
122. | REV. CHIBUZO EZEANYIKA 2 MAJOR RD #66
123. | VEN. NGOZI AMAECHI 1 RD 2 56
124. | REV. CAN. CHIDIEBERE AHARA 1 RD 2 57
125. | REV. PATRICK EZE OZOEMELAM 1 RD 2 58
126. | REV. CHISOM UGORJI 2 MAJOR RD #67
127. | REV. IBEZIM CHINONSO HENRY 2 MAJOR RD #68
128. | REV. PRINCE UGOCHUKWU OKII 2 MAJOR RD #69
129. | REV. NNAMDI P. OKEREKE 2 MAJOR RD #70
130. | REV. SAMSOM C. EKEZIE 2 MAJOR RD #71
131. | REV. DR. ROWAND NZEAKO 2 MAJOR RD #60




