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INTRODUCTION
In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen.
We give God all glory for His blessings and sustenance on us as a people of this Diocese. May
His name be praised. Halleluyah!

The Synod theme from our inception are as follows: 2019 - “You Are Important: Divine
Recognition for Effective Church Growth and Expansion” (Mark 16:15); 2020 - “Sacrificial
Giving for Accomplishing God’s Mission and Mandate: Macedonian Example” (2 Cor. 8:1-19);
2021 - “Encouragement, an inevitable tool in Kingdom Expansion – the life and work of Biblical
Barnabas” (Acts 4:32-37); 2022 - Discipleship: The Basis for Christian Growth in the Mission of
the Church and Social Transformation (Matthew 28:19-20) and in this year 2023 the Theme is
Effective Use of Your Spiritual Gifts For Service and Church Growth (Eph 4:7-13).

We pray that the Almighty God will help us to use our gifts to build His Church and our society,
and in building one another in Jesus name, Amen.

APPRECIATION AND WELCOME
We thank God for gathering us in this year’s Synod holding at Christ Anglican Church, Owerri,
Christ Church Archdeaconry. This gathering is unto our God and to the blessing of His children.
We therefore welcome all delegates and appreciate your presence in this 3rd Session of the 22nd
Synod of our Diocese that holds from 28th September to 1st October, 2023, with the Theme -
Effective Use of Your Spiritual Gifts For Service and Church Growth (Eph 4:7-13).
.
We welcome and appreciate all our Church leaders and fathers in the Lord especially His Grace,
the Most Rev. David O. C. Onuoha PhD, the Archbishop of Owerri Ecclesiastical Province and
Bishop of Okigwe South and my brother bishops here present. I salute in a special way our
Guest Speaker/Preacher, the Rt. Rev. Dr. Chidi Collins Oparaojiaku, Lord Bishop, Diocese of
Ohaji/Egbema.

I welcome and appreciate my wife and partner in progress, Dr. (Mrs.) Chidiebere Chukwuma
Oparah (Mama Owerri), President, Women’s Ministries. Thank you for your prayers and support.
I appreciate our children as well.

We appreciate all our priests and their wives in their ecclesiastical file and ranks – Archdeacons,
Administrators, Rectors, All Canons, Reverends and all Evangelists. Well-done, as you continue
to serve God and humanity.

Our Legal Officers deserve our appreciation and commendation: Lord Chancellor, Hon Justice
Lady Evelyn Anyadike,our Registrar/Clerk, Barr. Sir Chukwuma Ekomaru, SAN; Barr. Leslie
Njemanze, Barr. Osita Nwanjo, Barr. Kelechi Akuruka, Barr. Lady Chioma Emukah, Ph.D,
Thank you all for always making yourself available for God’s use.

The Synod Organizing and Management Committee led by the Clerical Synod Secretary, Ven.
Michael Amadi and the Synod Contact and Mobilization ably led by Sir Henry Ogojiaku are
highly welcomed.

We express our gratitude to the entire congregation of Christ Church Archdeaconry and most
importantly, to the Archdeacon and wife, Ven. Dr. Simeon U. N. & Mrs. Chibuzo Duruji, the
entire church workers, the LOC ably led by Ven, Onyinyeoma Onyeagocha and the good people
of Christ Church Archdeaconry for making the venue ready for God and His people. May God
bless your labour of love
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We also appreciate and welcome different groups in our Diocese – the Council of Knights ably
led by Sir Chiweuba Amachi. The Lay Coordinator of the Men’s Ministries, Engr. Sir Baldwin
Onozie. Women Ministries, AYF (youths), EFAC, ACM, Boys and Girls Brigade etc. Our
Brothers and sisters in our Diocese and in Diaspora that are always with us. May God bless you
all in Jesus name.

We welcome and appreciate all Synod Delegates, Bishop’s Nominees, invited Guests, Synod
Angels, Choir, Medical Team, Diocesan Staff and all God’s people here. May God bless you for
being here. Amen.

THE CRADLE OF THE ANGLICAN CCHURCH IN OWERRI.
When the Missionaries led by Archdeacon T. J. Dennis arrived in Owerri in 1904, they were
received by Chief Igwe Igbe, the village head of Amawom village at the time. The Colonial
Administrator of Owerri at that time was Mr. Douglas. Chief Igwe Igbe and Mr. Douglas knew
themselves as leaders of Owerri in their respective rights. In the manner of those days of
Colonial administration, Chief Igwe Igbe would need the co-operation and consent of Mr.
Douglas (the then Colonial Administrator) to allow the missionaries stay on or settle in Owerri.
The missionaries spent about two weeks in while it was being debated and consultations being
made on whether or not to allow them to stay on. During this two weeks, the missionaries
preached the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ to the people of Owerri. In the consultations that
ensured with his people, Chief Igwe Igbe through Chief Njemanze Owerri Iheanacho consulted
the Colonial Administration's District interpreter, Mr. Igbani Okponkata from Bonny, whose
parents were from Amaigbo Nkwerre, Imo State, on behalf of Mr. Douglas on whether or not the
missionaries were to stay on. In the battle of wits that followed, Mr. Igbani Okponkata ordinarily
saw the leader of the missionaries, Archdeacon T. J. Dennis as a potential rival to his master,
Mr. Douglas and so, was not favorably disposed to the missionaries being allowed to settle in
Owerri. As a result, Mr. Igbani Okponkata, on behalf of Mr. Douglas advised Owerri people
against allowing the missionaries to settle in Owerri. In connivance with this advice, Chief Igwe
Igbe decided that the missionaries must move on, and so, passed them on to his next door
neighbor Chief Egbukole Okoroafor of Egbu, who warmly received the missionaries, as the
Village head, and assisted in setting up a thatched roof mud house in his compound, which
served as a Church where the people worshipped and listened to the Holy Gospel. The
missionaries were also given a piece of land to settle down and be free to spread the Gospel;
this marked the foundation of the first Church in Owerri and its environs. This notwithstanding,
Owerri remains the first ground where the early missionaries started Christianity. It was
gathered that the language of Owerri was the language of the District. In his recommendation,
Archdeacon Dennis on his return to Onitsha admitted that Owerri town was "an admirable
Center on account of the dense surrounding population... with excellent roads which have been
made in every direction", but observed that Owerri town was not an ideal spot for a mission
because it was dominated by the Government. Instead he preferred the town of Egbu (about 3
miles from Owerri) where perhaps Government interference would be minimal. Owerri town was
ruled out because of the presence of soldiers and the (Colonial) government. The choice was
limited to- two towns namely; Egbu and Naze. Egbu was chosen because there were no
soldiers or government functionaries there, and also because of its strategic location standing
on rising ground in the midst of a thickly populated district with its good supply of clean water.
Douglas himself admitted that most people in Owerri were decidedly hostile to the government
and refused to accept its rule. Even Bishop Tugwell during his travels in Owerri gathered that
Douglas' misrule and brutalization of the natives had engendered a strong dislike for any
Whiteman, associated with government.On 27th of September,1906, Archdeacon Dennis was
transferred to Egbu from Onitsha bringing with him T. D, Anyaegbunam (his co translator of the
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Bible in Igbo) and Catechist A, C. Onyeabo. They stayed temporarily with Chief Egbukole
Okoroafor.

ESTABLISHMENT OF CHRIST’S CHURCH, OWERRI

A few years later, Owerri had started assuming a more metropolitan status with its attendant
heterogeneous society. This was as a result of the influx of people of various callings and
endeavors most of whom had attended Churches in Egbu and elsewhere. The interaction of
these people with Owerri people had started influencing the native populace towards embracing
Christianity, the people of Owerri thus realized their mistake in rejecting the early missionaries,
and so sent a delegation to Egbu to plead with Archdeacon T. J. Dennis to send missionaries to
Owerri. At the head of the delegation were Daniel Agunonu, Frederick Ejiogu and Amos Osuji all
from Umuororonjo. Archdeacon Dennis granted their request. This was in 1909.At inception, the
missionaries came from Egbu to Owerri every Friday and their base was the home of one Mr.
Obihara Agunonu in Umuororonjo. After preaching the Gospel they returned to Egbu on Sunday
evenings. On some occasions they used the Native Court Hall for Divine service on Sundays.

In the year 1909, the missionaries requested for land to use. Obihara Agunonu approached the
head of Umuororonjo Village, Chief Nze Nwagbaraocha who happily donated a piece of land to
the missionaries for temporary use. On this land was built a small mud thatched house and was
named CHRIST’S CHURCH, OWERRI where the people worshipped and evangelized. That
land is presently known as No. 45 School Road, Owerri. It is a corner piece which abuts School
Road and Onumonu Street facing Zander Street, Owerri.

The first baptism in that Church was conducted in 1910, and the first person to be baptized was
Obihara Agunonu who was christened Daniel and so became Daniel Agunonu. Others who
were baptized after Daniel were Ndukwe Ejiogu Iwuala who was Christened Frederick and
Amos Osuji. This trio supported the work of the Church tremendously. Their support for the
Church witnessed the growth of the congregation both in numerical strength and spiritually.
Frederick Ejiogu was licensed as a lay Reader and he later became the treasurer as well as the
District Auditor because of his educational background. However due to some inexorable
disagreement, Daniel Agunonu and Amos Osuji broke away to join other Churches. It is
pertinent to note that the first resident Church worker was posted to Owerri in 1913. His name
was Isaac Jibunoh who hailed from Asaba. He came under the supervision of Reverend A. C.
Onyeabo posted to Egbu in 1912. Mr. Isaac Jibunoh was accommodated in Umuororonjo village,
from where he preached the Gospel to Amawom and Umuodu Villages. Mr. Jibunoh remained in
Umuororonjo till 1914, when he was replaced by Mr. Thomas Emenike, who continued the work
of evangelism through open air services. In 1916, Oha Osuji Manuka, donated the present site
of the church to the Church Missionary Society.

DEVELOPMENT OF CHRIST’S CHURCH, OWERRI
The land donated by Oha Osuji Manuka of Umuororonjo, in 1916, was regarded as bad bush
according to the custom of those days. It was a thick forest called "MKPORO" or "AJOHIA". It
was a bush where people whose deaths were considered as an abomination were buried. It was
a dreaded bush by the people in the manner of those days. The bush was cleared by the new
converts (Daniel Ihebom, Benjamin Madu, Frederick Anyagwa, Daniel Nwaneri, Alfred Odor-,
Emmanuel Ekpe, Joseph Ofurum, James Kamalu, Josiah Ejelonu, Ubochi Isiodu, Jeremiah
Onyeagocha) in 1916. The first Church building set up in the premises was located at the spot
where the Church Hall now stands. Church and school go together. Once the church was
established, the first primary School was started in 1926. The Church building, which was a mud
house roofed with Zinc, served a dual purpose of both Church hall and classrooms for the
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primary school. Teachers were drawn from the products of the Central School at Egbu. By 1947,
the Christ’s Church congregation had numbered 400. It is pertinent to note that it was about this
time that the Rtd, Archbishop of Province II and former Bishop of Owerri Diocese, Late Most
Rev. Dr. Benjamin Chukwuemeka Nwankiti joined the staff of Christ’s Church. He was fresh
from Awka college, and became the Church Agent in 1947. He was later sent to Emmanuel
College, Ibadan, and on the 1s1 July, 1951 was ordained Deacon, He was in 1969 consecrated
Bishop of Owerri (after Bishop Cockin) and became the youngest Bishop in the Province of
West Africa. It was from this Church building that the idea to build an edifice befitting Owerri was
conceived and concretized. Thus, in 1955 the first church building was commenced and was
completed and dedicated in 1963 by His Lordship Bishop G. B. Cockin ably assisted by Bishop
Nkemena.
From 1963 till date, the Church has continued to grow from strength to strength in leaps and
bounds. Following the creation of Imo State out of East Central State and the exodus of Civil
Servants and others into Owerri, the new State Capital, the population of the congregation of
Christ’s Church grew tremendously (albeit understandably). As a result, the church building
could no longer accommodate a combined service of Igbo and English Sessions. It is necessary
to pause here for a while, and note that the development of two Separate Section of Services
Igbo and English in Christ’s Church is not a recent event. It started as far back as 1940. The
English Session became necessary because of the English audience brought about by the
presence of some public servants whose native tongue was not Igbo, these included Senior
Hospital Staff, majority of the staff and students of the Government Secondary School, the
Police and the Prisons and later Students of Emmanuel College. The English Session used to
be a small congregation numbering about 120; with a Choir made up of Students of Emmanuel
College with their Principal, Mr. S. S. U. Osuji as the Choirmaster and organist, assisted by Ben
Okagbue of the Government Secondary School and the young Choir Leader Emmanuel Ofurum
(now late) from Emmanuel College. There were combined service on such occasions as Easter,
Christmas and Harvest Sunday. This situation changed following the creation of Imo State and
its concomitant population outburst. As at 1991 it was recorded that Christ’s Church had four
new congregations, which would number up to 2,500. The Igbo Choir under Sam Ojukwu was
legendary. The Church designed to accommodate 900 members was now reaching a mark of
over 3000. So it became necessary to expand the Church. The first launching for the expansion
of the Church building was thus held in 1991 in the presence of the Late Rtd. Most Rev. Dr. B. C.
Nwankiti (Arch Bishop Emeritus)'who was then the Bishop of Owerri Diocese. The Vicar of
Christ’s Church then was Late Archdeacon E.C.N. Onwubuariri.

Christ’s Anglican Church, Owerri, became a Parish in 1947, with Christ Church as its
headquarters. In 1976, what used to be Owerri Parish became a Deanery with Christ Church as
its headquarters. In 1988, what used to be a Deanery became Owerri Archdeconry with Christ
Church as its headquarters. In 1998, it now became Christ Church Archdeaconry.
As at date the Church has the credit of these Churches as her off shoot:

 St Andrews, Aladinma.
 St Marks, Amakohia.
 CATOL, Owerri.
 St John’s, New Owerri.
 St Paul’s, Umuguma.
 St Stephens, Orji.
 St Cyprian’s, FHE.
 All Souls, AICE.
 St James, Uzii.
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 Christ’s Anglican Church, Adapalm in Ohaji/Egbema Diocese
 Healing Cross, Oparanozie.
 Chapel of Christian Unity Government College Owerri.
 Anglican Church of the Holy Spirit in Control.
 Christ’s Ascension Anglican Church Ekwema Hill.
 Church of Redemption Water Side.
 All Saints, Area C New Owerri.
 F.M.C Chapel

It’s worthy to note that most of these churches are now Archdeaconries and Parish
Headquarters. The latest is Christ’s Ascension Anglican Church Ekwema Hill which was
inaugurated into a parish on the 15th of April 2023 by His Lordship, Rt.Rev Chukwuma
Chinekezi Oparah Ph.D J.P

Indeed “The Mother of all Churches”.

CHURCH WORKERS FROM INCEPTION

Church services began in 1909, but it was not until 1913 that the first Church Workers was
posted here. The list is produced hereunder:

1. MR. ISAAC JIBUNOH 1913
2. MR. THOMAS EMENIKE 1914
3. MR. REUBEN UKATA 1915
4. MR MOSES ONWUDIWE 1916
5. MR PHILIP UYAELUMOH 1917-19
6. MR. JEREMIAH NKPARU 1920 Agent
7. MR VICTOR NWORA 1921-22 Catechist
8. MR.J.COZURUMBA 1923-24 Catechist
9. MR GEORGE IJEOMA 1923-24 Agent
10.MR OKEKE 1925-26 Catechist
11.MR. J.A. NZEGBU 1927-28 Agent
12.MR. J.O. OKONKWO 1929-30 Catechist
13.MR. SAMUEL NDIBE 1931 Catechist
14.REV. ELIJAH ONONYE Pastor
15.MR. JEREMIAH IWUORA 1932-33 Catechist
16.MR. B.O. DILIBE 1934 ,,
17.MR. FREDERICK ORUCHE 1935-36 ,,
18.MR. R.N.CHIEJINA 1937-41 ,,
19.MR AARON EMOLE 1942-43 ,,
20.MR. V.K. ANGA 1944-45 ,,
21.MR. J. CHRISTOPHER AKPARANTA 1946-47 ,,
22.MR. BENJAMIN NWANKITI 1947 Agent
23.MR. FELIX NWORIE 1947-48 Pastor
24.MR. BENJAMIN NWANKITI Agent
25.REV. J. UDEANYIWO 1949-50 Pastor
26.MR. F.M. OPARA 1949-50 Catechist
27.MR. ENOCH OFORMA 1951-52 Catechist
28.MR A.N. OCHEI 1963-54 Catechist
29.MR. REV. C MBONU 1955-57 Pastor
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30.REV. C.O. IWUNO 1958-59 Pastor
31.REV. O.I.PONYEJEKWE 1960-62 ,,
32.REV. S.O. OBIEFUNA 1863-64 ,,
33.REV. G.A. ANUSIEM 1965-66 ,,
34.REV.L.I. UNEGBU 1967-68 ,,
35.REV. G.C. ECHEFU 1969-70 ,,
36.REV. H.S. ABARA 1971 ,,
37.REV. G.N. UGOKWE 1972 ,,
38.REV. C.C. ANYANWU 1972 ,,
39.REV. S.C. AARON 1973 ,,
40.REV. G.C. ECHEFU 1974 -77 ,,
41.REV. CANON J.C.I. OPARAOCHA 1978 Vicar
42.REV. G.C. ECHEFU Pastor/Clerical synod Secretary
43.REV. D.O. UCHEGBU Pastor
44.REV.E.E. ONWOCHEI Pastor
45.REV. J.O. NWAGBARAOCHA ,,
46.MR. C.O. OKERE Catechist
47.REV. CANON J.C.I. OPARAOCHA 1979 Vicar
48.REV. G.E. OPARA Pastor
49.REV. G.C. ECHEFU ,,
50.REV. J.O. NWAGBARAOCHA ,,
51.REV. CANON A .O .IWUAGWU ,,
52.REV. S.K. UDENSI ,,
53.REV. MARK UDEARIRI ,,
54.REV. S.I. IHENACHO ,,
55.REV. E.N. OMEIRE ,,
56.REV. CANON S.P.O. ASORONYE 1980 Vicar
57.Rev. E.N. OMEIRE Curate
58.REV. CANON S.P.O. ASORONYE 1981 Vicar
59.REV. G.N. UGOKWE 1982 ,,
60.REV. G.O.C. OKERE Curate
61.REV. G.O.C. OKERE 1983 Vicar
62.REV. G.C. ECHEFU 1984 Vicar
63.REV. G.E.I. NWANERI Curate
64.REV. G.O.COKERE Curate
65.REV. CANON C.P.A. OKAFOR 1985 Vicar
66.REV. CANON G.E.I. NWANERI 1986-87 ,,
67.REV. C. IROAPALI Curate
68.REV. H.C. ONYENWE 1988 Archdeacon, Vicar & Parish Priest
69.REV. E.C.N. ONWUBUARIRI Curate
70.REV. EGEONU Curate
71.VEN. S.C. AARON 1989-90 Archdeacon, Vicar & Parish Priest
72.MR. CHUKWUMA CHINEKEZI OPARAH 1990-91

(Now Lord Bishop of Owerri) Church Teacher
73.REV. E.C.NONWUBUARIRI Curate
74.REV. S.KUDENSI Curate
75.REV. E.C.N. ONWUBUARIRI 1991 Vicar
76.REV. B.J.EOGU (Later Lord Bishop of Mbaise) Curate
77.REV. E.O. KAYODE Curate
78.REV. E. ODOEMENA Curate
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79.REV. E.C.N. ONWUBUARIRI 1992 Vicar
80.REV. E.O. KAYODE Curate
81.REV. E.O. ONUOHA Curate
82.REV. J.O.J EZEJI Deacon
83.MR. ERNEST OSUAGWU Church Teacher
84.REV. E.C. NWANGWU 1993 Vicar
85.REV. E.O. KAYODE Curate
86.REV. E.O. ONUOHA Curate
87.MR. ERNEST OSUAGWU Catechist
88.VEN. DR. D.J.I. EBO 1994 Archdeacon of Owerri
89.REV. CANON E.C. NWANGWU Vicar
90.REV. E.O. KAYODE Curate
91.REV. J.I.O. EMERIBE Curate
92.REV. HARFORD ONYEOCHA Deacon
93. MR. M.C.

NDUKWE Church Teacher
94.REV. CANON E.C. NWANGWU 1995 Vicar
95.REV. POLYCARP IWUANYANWU Curate
96.REV. J.I.O EMERIBE Curate
97.REV. J.O.J. EZEJI Curate
98.REV. HARFORD ONYEOCHA Curate
99.REV. CANON E.C. NWANGWU 1996 Curate
100. REV. OBINNA ULOGWARA Curate
101. REV. HARFORD ONYEOCHA Curate
102. REV. I. EMEAHARA Curate
103. REV. S.I. NWABUGWU Vicar
104. REV. CANON J.O. NWAGBARAOCHA Curate
105. REV. OBINNAULOGWARA Curate
106. REV. I. EMEAHARA Curate
107. REV. OZIOMA EJIEKPE Deacon
108. REV. CANON S.I. NWABUGWU 1998 Vicar
109. REV. C.E. NZEH Curate
110. REV. O.C. ULOGWARA Curate
111. REV. I. EMEAHARA Curate
112. REV. CANON EGLBERTNZEAKO Curate
113. REV. EVANS KEMKA Curate
114. REV. ALBERT UKONU 2000 Vicar
115. REV. (ENGR) OBIOMA OKERE Curate
116. REV. I.C. IWUJI 2000 Curate
117. REV. SIMEON DURUJI 2002 Curate
118. REV. STEPHEN ANOKAM ,, Curate
119. REV. EMMA AGOHA ,, Curate
120. Mr. TIMOTHY NWACHUKWU ,, Church Teacher
121. REV. SYDNEY AKUWUDIKE 2000-04 Curate
122. REV. CHINEMEREMUCHE 2003-04 Curate
123. VEN. JAMES ONYEKWELIBE 2004 Vicar
124. REV. CHIKE SAMUELSON Curate
125. REV. CANON CHUKWUMA CHINEKEZI OPARAH (Now Lord Bishop of Owerri)

2004-07 Curate
126. REV. DONALD AWUJO Curate
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127. REV. EMEKA EKEANYNWU Curate
128. REV. ERNEST MBA Curate
129. REV. EMMA ONYEMOBI Curate
130. VEN. DENNIS ONYEKURU Vicar
131. REV. KENNETH CHIKERE Curate
132. REV. MIKE OBI Curate
133. VENFERDYMBALISI Vicar
134. REV. CANON JAPHET NWACHUKWU Curate
135. REV. EMMA ONYEMAOBI Curate
136. REV. SAM DURU Curate
137. REV. IKECHUKWU ANOKWU Curate
138. VEN ZION NGOKA 2013-2019 Vicar
139. REV. GODSON OKORO
140. REV. DR. YADIRI EKEANYANWU
141. REV CANON AARON ORJI
142. REV. CHIDUBEM DABIRINZE
143. VEN DR. SIMEON U.N. DURUJI 2019 Vicar
144. REV CANON LYOD OSUAGWU
145. REV. CANON GODSON OKORO
146. REV. OKWUCHUKWU NZEAKO
147. REV CHIJIOKE NWACHUKWU
148. REV. OKECHUKWU EGWUMBA
149. ORDINAND NDUKAKU ADIKURU(NOW REVEREND)
150. EVANG. GODSAVEUS ERNEST

INDIGENOUS PRIESTS

1. Late Ven.J.O.Nwagbaraocha
2. Ven. Solomon Okoronkwo
3. Ven. Zion Ngoka
4. Ven.OnyinyeomaOnyeagocha
5. Rev. Ikechukwu Anokwu
6. Rev. UcheOkoronkwo
7. Rev. UcheOguoma

OTHER INDIGENOUS church workers:

8. Mr William Nwagbaraocha

Several workers who passed through Christ Church have been elevated; notable amongst them
are the ones who became Bishops. Prominent amongst them is our current Diocesan Bishop –
Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, Ph.D, J.P, Rt Rev. Edward Osuegbu, Rt. Rev. Bright
Ogu (Bishop of Mbaise (Rtd), Late Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti, Late Bishop G.C. Echefu,
Diocese of Ideato.

Christ Church has also produced the timber and calibre in the Anglican Church. Notable
amongst them are Hon.JusticeB.ANjemanze the former Lord Chancellor of Egbu Diocese, Late.
Justice Nonye Okoronkwo former Deputy Lord Chancellor of Anglican Diocese of Owerri, Late.
Justice Duke Njiribeako former Lord Chancellor Anglican Diocese of Owerri. Late.Sir. D.C.A
Njemanze (SAN) former registrar Anglican Diocese of Owerri, Sir NdukweNnawuchi (SAN)
former Registrar Anglican Diocese of Owerri e.t.c
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The Current Archdeacon is Ven. Dr Simeon Duruji &his wife Mrs Chibuzo Duruji and his team
are –Rev Okwuchukwu & Mrs. Grace Nzeako, Rev Chijioke& Dr. Mrs. Chidinma Nwachuwkwu,
Rev. Okechukwu & Lady Christy Egwumba, Evangelist Godsaveus Ernest( Christ Church); Rev.
Barr. Collins & Mrs. Chika Egwuagu (All Souls Chapel); Rev. Canon Joshua and Mrs Chidinma
Onwuliri (Healing Cross Oparanozie), Rev Sam and Mrs Chinedu John (Chapel of Unity); Rev
Chris and Mrs Ugochi Okpe, (Christ Church of Ascension, Ugwu Ekwema);Rev Iyke and Mrs
Jane Anokwu (All Saints, Area C, World Bank); Evangelist Timothy & Mrs. Ifesinachi Biarie
(F.M.C Chapel).
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BRIEF PROFILE OF RT. REV. CHIDI COLLINS OPARAOJIAKU, Phd
Lord Bishop, Anglican Diocese of Ohaji/Egbema (Our Synod Guest Preacher)
Tel: 08033121063Email:chidioparaojiaku@yahoo.com

Profile

Bishop Chidi is a conference speaker, manager of human and material resources, conflict and leadership
crisis manager, seminar presenter, motivational speaker, astute administrator, crusade speaker, pastor,
evangelist and teacher of the word. He consults for over twenty–five organizations both within Nigeria
and Overseas, corresponds for over five (5) Journals and have authored about 42 books with over ten
(10) written materials and thesis (unpublished).Married to Dr. (Mrs.) Joy O. Oparaojiaku, with four
children.

Skills

Education

 Rivers State University of Science and Technology (RSUST),
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Management (Business Strategy and Policy)

 University of Port Harcourt
Master of Science, Economics

 Imo State University,
B.Sc. Economics

 Trinity Theological College, Umuahia
Theological Studies

Memberships and Personal Development Trainings

 Member, Chartered Institute of Personnel Management (CIPM)
 Emotional intelligence at International Centre for Management Research and training (CIMRAT)
 Special Study in Israeli Agriculture at Alexander College Jerusalem, Israel. A 15 day course.
 Advanced Leadership Seminar at Haggai Institute
 Church growth conference South Korea 2007 and 2015

Work Experience

Period: 2008- Till Date
Role: Bishop, Church of Nigeria, Anglican Communion, Diocese of Ohaji/Egbema.

Summary: Serves as the Bishop; Church of Nigeria, Anglican Communion, Diocese of Ohaji/Egbema.

Period: 2007 – 2008,
Role: Archdeacon, Rector and Vicar of Saint Andrew’s Anglican Church

 People Management Skill
 Strong Interpersonal &

Relationship Skills

 Leadership
 Motivational Speaking
 Crisis Management

 Value Driven
 Proficiency in

MS Office Tools
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Summary: Functioned as the Archdeacon, Rector and Vicar of Saint Andrew’s Anglican Church
Rumuobiakani, Rumuobiakani Deanery Rivers State.

Period: 2001 – 2007
Role: Administrator/ Chaplain and Resident minister of Chapel of Redemption

Summary: Administrator/ Chaplain and Resident Minister of Chapel of Redemption, Rivers State
University of Science and Technology, Nkpolu, Port Harcourt.

Period: 2000 – 2001
Role: Administrator and Vicar of Port Harcourt Central Archdeaconry and Saint Matthew’s

Anglican Church Nkpogu,

Summary
Mandated by transfer-of-service to serve as both Administrator and Vicar of Port Harcourt
Central Archdeaconry and Saint Matthew’s Anglican Church Nkpogu, Trans-Amadi, Port
Harcourt, Rivers State respectively.

Period: 1996-1999
Role: Deacon & Priest, Cathedral Church of St. Paul’s Diobu Port Harcourt, Rivers State

Period: 1999 – 2000,
Role: Administrator and Vicar, Port Harcourt West Archdeaconry and Good Shepherd Anglican

Rumueme respectively.

Volunteering & Community Development Activities

 Tennessee Ambassador of Goodwill – 20th August, 2011
 Chairman, Church of Nigeria Economic and Financial Think Tank.
 Church of Nigeria Business Manager, an arm of Church of Nigeria Anglican Communion
 Chairman, Superannuation Fund Investment Management Committee
 Grand Patron: Global Right and Development International (GRDI) on 10th December, 2011.
 Member, Imo State Youth Empowerment Trust Fund Management
 Member Governing Council of Nigeria Fellowship of Evangelical Students (NIFES)
 Chairman Monthly Contribution Investment Plan (MCIP)
 Founder and President, Andrew’s Foundation Incorporated (NGO)
 The President Mbieri for Christ (MFC)
 Adjunct lecturer, Trinity Theological College, Umuahia, Abia State.
 Member Board of Directors for Anglican Cable Network Nigeria (ACNN)
 Prayer secretary NIFES Imo State University Okigwe 1989 – 1990
 President NIFES Imo State University Okigwe 1990 – 1991
 Evangelism Secretary NCCF Kano / Jigawa State
 Prayer Secretary NCCF Kano / Jigawa State
 Prayer Secretary Joint Campus Christian Fellowship Imo State University, Okigwe
 Member, Evangelism, Leadership and Missions International Institute (ELMI) Board of Trustees.
 President, NIFES – ABSU, Alumni Fellowship
 Member Advisory Board, Youth Enhancement Organization, Nigeria.
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 CEO / MD Change Narrative KonsultLtD
 He has undergone professional trainings on
 Emotional intelligence at International Centre for Management Research and training (CIMRAT)
 22nd and 26th Church Growth International conference by Church Growth International Seoul,

Korea 2017 and 2015 respectively.
 Advanced Leadership Seminar at Haggai Institute 2006
 Special Study in Israeli Agriculture at Alexander College Jerusalem, Israel. A 15 day course.
 Chidi consults for over twenty –five organizations both within Nigeria and Overseas.

Books

 Reading
 Writing
 Sporting
 Watching adventures films

Interests/Hobbies

 Reading
 Writing
 Sporting
 Watching adventures films.

References

Available on Request

 Doctrine of prosperity (Biblical Economics
and Financial Management)

 Overcoming weapons
 It is your decision
 Prayer war and prayer weapons
 40 days of spiritual warfare
 The Politicians and the rest of us

 Maximizing your financial privation
 Theology of catechism 1,2 &3
 Maximizing your disappointment
 Purposeful decision
 Anointing for creativity,
 Living Epistles etc.
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NEWS WITHIN THE DIOCESE

Fathers’ Day Celebration 2023
The Fathers’ Day 2023 was celebrated on Sunday 18th June 2023 in all our Churches. It was a
period for our Men to be inducted as Anglican Christian Fathers. The celebration brought
restoration and rededication among fathers in our Churches as many of our Churches had
Revival programmes within the week. To God be the glory.

Men’s Ministry Conference 2023
The 13th Diocesan Anglican Christian Fathers’ Fellowship (ACFF) Conference was held at Holy
Trinity Anglican Church, Obazu, Obazu Mbieri Archdeaconry from Thursday 22nd to Sunday 25th
June, 2023 with the Theme: “One Thing Is Remaining: A True Reflection For All Christian
Fathers (Mark 10:21).

Christmas Get-together for Retired Church Workers and Wives
It was held at the Cathedral of Transfiguration of Our Lord (CATOL), Owerri on Sunday 22nd
January, 2023. We thank God for that grace of fellowshipping together. Thanks to their
Chaplains, Rev. Canon Chima Iwuchukwu and Rev. Canon Engr. Chidubem Dabrinze for their
Labour of Love.

Diocesan Elders’ Prayer Forum
The Elders’ Prayer Forum of our Diocese had their Annual Thanksgiving on Wednesday 25th
January 2023. Meanwhile, their annual get-together with Bishop and Mama Owerri was held on
Sunday 22nd January 2023 at the Cathedral of Transfiguration of Our Lord (CATOL), Owerri.
We thank God for their love and prayers for the Diocese. We appreciate the donation of twenty
thousand naira made by the Diocesan Elders’ Prayer Forum in support of the new Diocesan
Secretariat building. May God richly reward them in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Christmas Get-together for Clergy and Wives.
This was held at Holy Trinity Church Obazu, Mbieri on Friday 16th December, 2022. We thank
God for that Grace of fellowshipping together and time of refreshing in God’s presence.

Retreats in the Diocese
We continue to thank God for His enablement as we continue to carry out our mission of
Kingdom Expansion in the area of training and re-training of the Priests and Church Workers for
effective ministry. The following Clergy and Wives retreats as well as Church Teachers and
Wives retreats were held:

1. Clergy and Wives Retreat held at St. James Church Uzii with the theme: Clergy and wives
making disciples for Spiritual and Social Transformation in the 21st Century (Isaiah 6:8, Mt.
28:19-20) from 18th to 20th January. The Retreatant was the Rt. Rev. Dr. Stephen K. Okobe,
Lord Bishop Anglican Diocese of Kabba, Lokoja Province, Kogi State.

2. Retreat for the New Parish Priests and Wives at St. James Church Uzii from 16th-18th January
2023.

3. Church Teachers & Ordinands and Wives Retreat at St. James Church Uzii from 24th-27th
January, 2022 with the theme: Church Teachers & Wives making disciples for Spiritual and
Social Transformation in the 21st Century (Isaiah 6:8, Mt. 28:19-20). The Retreatant was Ven.
Timothy Igbokwe, the Archdeacon of Uratta South Archdeaconry.

4. Clergy and Wives Workshop held on the 6th September, 2023 with the Theme: One Thing is
Remaining: A True Reflection for every Clergy & Clergy Wife.
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Proposed College of Nursing Sciences, Ogwa
This project was handed over to the Women’s Ministries of our Diocese to execute. We are
happy for the work already going on in the site. The proposed College of Nursing Sciences
building /complex as at today is almost 80% completion as it is at the finishing stage. The
construction of the Male Hostel is ongoing. It is a twelve-room bungalow. The hostel building is
at the Lintel level. The Foundation Stone was laid on Sunday, 3rd September, 2023 by the
Bishop, His Lordship, Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, Ph.D, JP, Lord Bishop, Anglican
Diocese of Owerri. To God be the glory.

Ogwa (Mission) General Hospital, Ogwa
We thank God that Ogwa (Mission) General Hospital is meeting the needs of the patients. The
maternity building was renovated by Ogwa Community Association. United Kingdom and Island.
We are praying for more support for the Hospital. We request that individuals/groups should
prayerfully assist in any way the Lord is leading them.

St. Luke’s Hospital, Uzii Mission Compound, Mbaise Road, Owerri
St. Luke’s Hospital, Uzii Mission Compound, Mbaise Road, Owerri is also doing well. It is also
meeting the needs of the patients.

We thank God for the staff of both hospitals. May God continue to empower them for the task
ahead in Jesus’ Name, Amen.

New Diocesan Secretariat
The new Diocesan Secretariat is a two-story building that will harbour so many Diocesan Offices.
The new Diocesan Secretariat building has been roofed and plastered. We pray that our good
God will send laborers for this task ahead as we call for more support towards this project to
ensure its completion at a recorded time. The dedication will be on the 12th of December, 2023
by the Primate of All Nigeria, The Most Rev Henry Ndukuba during the Bishop’s 5th Year
Episcopal Anniversary. Please cheerfully support the work that is going on in the new secretariat.

St. Mark’s The Evangelist Chapel Bishop’s Court
St. Mark’s The Evangelist Chapel Bishop’s Court meets every Wednesday from 8am – 10am for
Fellowship which features Prayers/Healing Service, Holy Communion, Counselling, etc. Please
join us every Wednesday morning as we fellowship together in the beauty of His holiness.

Ebenezer Camp of Prayer & Retreat Centre (Obi Ekpere Ebenezer), Ogwa.
This is modelled to give a befitting Retreat Centre of all classes of people and race. Ebenezer
Anglican Church, Ekwereazu Ogwa opens the venue for this camp. We commend the Diocesan
Men’s Ministries for undertaken to pioneer the initial bungalow which has now been roofed.

The second bungalow took off with the foundation stone laid on Saturday 11th June, 2022. This
second bungalow has been roofed and the plastering is going on now. We want to commend
the efforts of Sir Ben S. & Lady Cecilia Uhuegbulem and family for their love and commitment in
the things of the Lord. May our good God continue to uphold them and their entire family in
Jesus name, Amen.

We want to encourage good-spirited individuals, families, congregation, Groups/Association, etc
who are touched to handle any project such as building a hostel, hall, Bishop’s apartment or any
specific building in the retreat to God’s glory to please do as God loves a cheerful giver. Note



16

that when undertaken can be used to immortalize the donor or any dear one. God bless you as
you give to the work of the Kingdom of God.

Anglican Diocese of Owerri Clergy Estate
The Diocese has acquired about 206 plots of land at Amakohia-Ubi, Owerri West for this project
to enable our clergymen have a retirement house of their own, with 50 plots out of that
dedicated for other Diocesan projects. The allocation of the plots has been done. We thank
God for that grace and also pray for as many that will like to queue into this project to please do
as perimeter facing is important in securing the land, which needs to be done.

Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and Development
In addition to the already existing projects, the foundation has instituted scholarship scheme at
secondary school level preferably for the needy – orphans, half orphans and other needy
members who will be trained in our Diocesan Mission schools. Presently, we have more than 36
less-privileged persons who are being trained in our Diocesan Mission Secondary Schools.
Please we solicit your support on this project through the Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and
Development, Account Number 4090849092; Polaris Bank.

Donations/Supports

1. Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and Development donated N1M to the Chapel of the Holy
Spirit, IMSU towards the ceiling of the Church building.

2. Bishop’s Foundation for Mission and Development to handle all the wood work for the for
the roofing and payment for the labour.

3. New Bethel Anglican Church Egbeada Industrial Layout Onitsha Road, Owerri – one (1)
trip of chipping, 1500 pcs of inches blocks, microphone and Amplifier was donated by the
Bishop’s Foundation for Mission & Development. Women’s Ministries donated one set of
drum (band) for them.

4. Bishop’s Foundation for Mission & Development donated 1 trip of sand to St. Peter’s
Church, Ebom Mbieri.

5. The Bishop’s Foundation donated to Anglican Church of the Trinity, Ofekata Orodo
(a) 3,000 building blocks
(b) N50,000 for plastic chairs
(c) 1 trip of sand
The Women’s Ministries also donated local musical instruments to the Church.

Diocesan Music Festival
Our 2022 Christmas Cantata was held on Sunday 18th December, 2022 at CATOL by 2:00pm
with different choirs drawn across our Diocese. It was glorious by the grace of God. Our
Diocesan Music department is doing a great work. They equally organized a Diocesan Music
Seminar on Saturday, 26th August, 2023 at St. Mark’s Church, Amakohia. This year Diocesan
Christmas Cantata will be on Sunday, 10th December, 2023 at CATOL Owerri by 2pm. You are
all invited. Sir & Lady Sam Obaji is setting up Diocesan Music school at St Andrew’s Aladinma,
we thank them specially for that and pray for God’s blessings on them.

Commissioning of Boys & Girls Brigade Chaplains
On the 23rd of November 2022 and 26th July, 2023 respectively, we commissioned the Boys and
Girls Brigade chaplains in the Diocese. All the chaplains are priests and Ordinands that
graduated from Trinity College Umuahia (Owerri Study Centre). This will go a long way in
preparing them for Youth Ministry especially in Boys & Girls Brigade.
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Anglican Diocese of Owerri Power Packed Anointed Convention (ADOWPAC)
This convention is a Diocesan yearly Revival Programme, which comes up every last weekend
in November. The 2022 Convention was held from Wednesday 23rd to Sunday 27th November,
2022. This was handled at the Parish levels with Revival Programmes and Diocesan
thanksgiving on Sunday 27th November, 2022 at Catol.
The 2023 ADOWPAC Convention will hold from Wednesday 22nd to Sunday 26th November,
2023 at CATOL Owerri. May God bless you as you come in Jesus name, Amen.

Global Institute of Theology and Mission (GITM)
The whole vision of this institute is for continuing discipleship and trainings in Mission and
Theology to equip the Church better in serving the Lord both now and days ahead. The Global
Institute of Theology and Mission (GITM) is for both Laity and Clergy. It is an institute that is
open for all, particularly Christian Leaders who desire to develop themselves more in various
areas of service. The institute started on 31st October, 2022 at Bishop’s Lasbrey College, Irete
and her maiden Matriculation was held on Wednesday, 24th May, 2023 with about 81
matriculating students. The next Admission is ongoing. The Director Ven Barr Festus Oparah,
PhD and the team of lecturers, we salute you. You are doing well.

2023 Theological Mission Conference will be on Tuesday, 24th to Friday, 27th October at GITM
Irete. All the Priests, Ordinands, Church Teachers, Knights, Prospective Knights, entire
members of Anglican Diocese of Owerri are encouraged to attend.

The following programmes are available in the Institute:
1) Certificate in Church Planting - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
2) Certificate in Christian Discipleship - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
3) Certificate in Anglican Communion Studies - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
4) Certificate in Global Studies - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
5) Certificate in Biblical Studies - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
6) Certificate in Youth Ministries - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
7) Certificate in Teenage Ministries - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
8) Certificate in Children Ministries - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
9) Certificate in Prayer & Biblical Spirituality - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
10) Certificate in Ministry to the Sick - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
11) Certificate in Elderly-Care or Spiritual Gerontology - 2 Semesters (1 Year)
12) Advance Diploma Certificate in Ecumenism & Inter-Faith Studies – 2 Semesters (1 Year)
13) Advance Diploma Certificate in Church Administration & Management – 2 Semesters (1

Year)
14) Advance Diploma Certificate in Mission & Evangelism – 2 Semesters (1 Year)
15) Advance Diploma Certificate in Pastoral Counselling – 2 Semesters (1 Year)
16) Advance Diploma Certificate in Christian Education – 2 Semester (1 Year)

Train-A- Pastor (TAP)
As part of our mission for Kingdom Expansion, training and retraining of Priests are paramount
to us. This is to ensure that our priests have a sound theological education. In line with that,
Trinity Theology College Umuahia has a study centre in the Diocese, located at Basilica of
God’s Grace Anglican Church, Orodo.

We are happy to announce that eleven (11) persons (Priests & Ordinands) graduated from
Trinity College Umuahia from Owerri Study Centre on 2nd June, 2023. We congratulate them.
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Our Diocese is currently sponsoring three priests from outside the Diocese in Theological Trinity
to acquire Bachelor’s Degree in Theology from Theology College Umuahia, Owerri Study Centre.
They are on Diocesan Scholarship. They are:

(1) Rev. Etim Mkpa (from Uyo Diocese, Akwa Ibom State)
(2) Rev Kingsley Dzegeor (from Diocese of Zaki-Biam, Benue State)
(3) Rev Ephraim Tarhuan Ayangeaor(from Diocese of Zaki-Biam, Benue State)

They will be with us during the period of their study.
Presently, twenty-two of our Church teachers gained admission into Trinity Theological College
Umuahia, Owerri Study Centre during the last academic session 2021/2022. Please if you are
led to train a priest, let us know.

Fourteen of our Evangelists (Church Teachers) gained admission this year academic session
into our Theological Colleges.

ORDINATION AND PREFERMENTS
Advent Diaconate and Priestly Ordinations were held on 11th December, 2022 at St. Stephen’s
Anglican Church, Amankuta Mbieri, Amaike Mbieri East Archdeaconry. They were as follow:

2022 Advent Diaconate Ordination
1. Rev. Moses Chijioke Mbagwu
2. Rev. Okechukwu Ernest Egwumba
3. Rev. Chimaobi Moses Nwachukwu
4. Rev. Osondu Chris Okoro
5. Rev. Obinna Kingsley Ugwuegbulam
6. Rev. George Chigozie Eze
7. Rev. Uche Reginald Okoronkwo
8. Rev. Udochukwu Oluebubechukwu Elukposi

The above Deacons will be priested on Saturday 16th December, 2023 at the Cathedral Church
of the Transfiguration of Our Lord (CATOL), Owerri.

2022 Advent Priestly Ordination
1. Rev. Dr. Benjamin Ugochukwu Nlemchukwu
2. Rev. Ugochukwu Prince Okii
3. Rev. Sampson Ekezie
4. Rev. Patrick Eze

Collation of Archdeacon and Installation of Canons
On 2nd April 2023 (Palm Sunday) during our pilgrimage to CATOL, the following priests were
installed Canons of the Cathedral of Transfiguration of our Lord, Owerri and one collated
Archdeacon:

Installed Canons
1. Rev. Canon Dr. Samuel Chukwukaodi Duru
2. Rev. Canon Benedict Durueke
3. Rev. Canon Dr. Chima Nworie
4. Rev. Canon Chigozie Chukwuma
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Collated Archdeacon
(1) Ven. Kingsley Njoku

2023 Trinity Diaconate Ordination and Collation of Archdeacon
There was Trinity Diaconate Ordination and collation of an Archdeacon on Sunday 30th July
2023 at St. Titus Anglican Church, Umuoba Uratta, Uratta North Archdeaconry.

The following Ordinands were made Deacons:
1. Rev. Chijioke Azuoma Ukaga
2. Rev. Christmas Iheanyichukwu Darlington Ofurum
3. Rev. Chimuanya Onyemaechi Iheanacho
4. Rev. Abraham Oghenemega Ovwonuri
5. Rev. Vincent Ikechukwu Osuji
6. Rev. Uchenna Chidera Oguoma
7. Rev. Victor Ugochukwu Nnabugwu
8. Rev. Ndukaku Ginikachi Adikuru
9. Rev. Uchenna Ginikanwa Mbanali
10. Rev. Andrew Okechukwu Agoha
11. Rev. Isaac Chinanu Ibibie
12. Rev. Samuel Nwaobilor Onyeche
13. Rev. Uchechukwu Benedict Onwusukwu

Canon Collated Archdeacon
Ven. Timothy Agoha,PhD.

Newly Created Parishes on 11th December, 2022.
The following 24 Parishes were created during the Advent Ordination at St Stephen’s Church,
Amankuta, Amaike Mbieri East Missionary Archdeaconry held on 11th December, 2022 by His
Lordship Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Chinekezi Oparah, PhD, JP, Lord Bishop, Anglican Diocese of
Owerri.

S/N Parishes Parish headquarters Pioneer Vicar
1. Christ Ascension Parish Christ Ascension Anglican Church,

Ekwema Hills, Owerri
Rev. Christian Okpe

2. Owalla Parish Anglican Church of the Pentecost,
Owalla

Rev. Canon Kingsley Uzoma

3. Ezioha Parish St. Peter’s Anglican Church,
Ezioha

Rev. Bright Emeribe

4. Ofekata Orodo Parish St. Michael & All Angels,Anglican
Church, Ofekata, Orodo

Rev. Samuel Ndukwu

5. Umuanunu Parish, Obinze All Saints Anglican Church,
Umuanunu, Obinze

Rev. Kenneth C. Udemba

6. Redemption Estate
Parish, Obinze

Anglican Church of the Advent,
Obinze

Ven. Dr. Japhet Nwachukwu,
Ph.D

7. Ezihu Obokwe Parish Christ Anglican Church, Obokwe Rev. Samuel Ononogbo
8 Obeakpu Parish St. Barnabas Anglican Church,

Obeakpu Umunoha
Rev. Jonathan Amako, Ph.D

9 Anglican Church of the
Holy Spirit in Control
Parish, New Owerri

The Anglican Church of the Holy Spirit
in Control, New Owerri

Rev. Canon Engr. Michael
Arimanwa, Ph.D
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10 Emmanuel Anglican
Parish, New Owerri

Emmanuel Anglican Church, New
Owerri

Rev. Canon Mike Obi

11 New Covenant Parish,
Works Layout

Anglican Church of the New
Covenant, Works Layout, Owerri

Rev. Canon Aaron Orji

12. Eziome Mbieri Parish Emmanuel Anglican Church,
Eziome Mbieri

Rev. Canon Chigozirim
Akowuba

13 St. Michael & All Angels
Parish, Umuorii, Uratta

St. Michael & All Angels Anglican
Church, Umuorii, Uratta

Rev. Canon Oliver Amajuoyi

14 Bread of Life Parish, Item
Street, Ikenegbu

Bread of Life Anglican Church, Item
Street, Ikenegbu

Rev. Simon Uwandu

15 Bishop Cockin Parish,
Wetheral Road, Owerri

Bishop Cockin Anglican Church,
Wetheral Road, Owerri

Rev. Chiagozie Chukwuma

16 Umuoma Irete Parish St. Barnabas Anglican Church,
Umuoma, Irete

Rev. Canon Timothy Agoha, Ph.D

17 Umuoyo 2 Irete Parish St. Paul’s Church, Umuoyo 2, Irete Rev. Canon Ikenna Achuko
18?? Umuelele Irete Parish St. Andrew’s Anglican Church, Free

Zone, Umuelele Irete
Rev. Onyinyechi Anosike

19 All Saints Parish, Orji All Saints Ch, Orji Rev. Canon Engr. Ben. Agwah
20 St. John’s Anglican

Parish, Ogbaku
St. John’s Anglican Church,
Ogbaku

Rev. Okechukwu Nzeako

21 Umuobom Parish St. Stephen’s Anglican Church,
Umuobom Mbieri

Rev. Godsgift C. Ike

22 Ohuba Parish, Ubomiri St. Peter’s Anglican Church,Ohuba
Ubomiri

Revd. Canon Eleazer Okere

23 Umuonyeali-Ugo Parish All Saints Church, Umuonyeali-Ugo Rev. Chimaobi Opara
24 Umudagu Mbieri Parish Anglican Church of the

Resurrection, Umudagu Mbieri
Rev. Dr. Yadiri Ekeanyanwu

Note:
Odumara Orodo Parish was created on Sunday, 10th July, 2022 during the dedication of Praise
God Anglican Church Building, Eziama Orodo. These parishes were created to intensify
missions

Parish Inauguration/Induction of Parish Priests

16/10/2022 Induction of Rev. Canon Jonah C. Nwebo as Vicar of Umuguma Parish, Umuguma
Archdeaconry.

13/11/2022 Induction of Rev. Canon Dr. Samuel Duru as the Vicar of Ogbaku Parish, Ogbaku
Missionary Archdeaconry.

10/04/2023 Inauguration of Eziome Mbieri Parish with the Headquarter at Emmanuel Church
Eziome and Induction of Rev. Canon Chigozirim Akowuba as the Vicar.

09/04/2023 Inauguration of Umudagu Parish with the Headquarters at Anglican Church of
Resurrection Umudagu and Induction of Rev. Dr. Yadiri Ekeanyanwu as the Vicar.

15/04/2023 Inauguration of Christ Ascension parish with the Headquarters at Christ Ascension
Church Ekwema Hills and Induction of Rev. Christian Okpe as the Vicar.

23/04/2023 Inauguration of Ezioha Parish with the Headquarters at St. Peter’s Church Ezioha
and Inauguration of Rev. Bright Emeribe as the Vicar.

11/06/2023 Inauguration of New Covenant Parish with the Headquarters at New Covenant
Anglican Church, Works Layout Owerri with Rev. Canon Aaron Orji as the Vicar.
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06/08/2023 Inauguration of Ofekata Orodo Parish with the Headquarters at St. Michael & All
Angels Church, Ofekata Orodo with Rev. Samuel Ndukwu as the Vicar.

13/08/2023 Inauguration of Owalla Parish with the Headquarters at Anglican Church of the
Pentecost, Owalla with Rev. Canon Kingsley Uzoma as the Vicar.

24/09/2023 Inauguration of Anglican Church of the Holy Spirit in Control Parish with the
Headquarters at Anglican Church of the Holy Spirit in Control, New Owerri with
Rev. Canon Engr. Michael Arimanwa as the Vicar.

Planted Churches/Chapels from 19th November 2018 to 24th June, 2023
1. 23/12/18 King of Kings Anglican Church, Ogbaku
2. 23/12/18 Our Saviour Anglican Church, Ogbaku
3. 23/12/18 Anglican Church of Advent, Ogbaku
4. 27/01/19 St. John’s the Evangelist Chapel, Christian Kingdom Egbeada
5. 19/02/19 All Saints Church Chapel, Orji
6. 03/03/19 St. John’s Church Eke-Ihitte, Amaulu Mbieri
7. 10/03/19 St. Augustine’s Church Ofeogbara, Amaukwu Orodo
8. 10/03/19 St. Michael & All Angels Chapel, Imo Housing Estate, New

Owerri
9. 07/04/19 Triumphant Anglican Church Umunwanlo Irete
10. 26/05/19 Good Shepherd Anglican Church Akwakuma
11. 28/07/19 Amazing Grace Anglican Church Umunjo, Irete
12. 05/08/19 St. Mark’s Church Chapel, Umudurudom Umunoha
13. 11/08/19 Bishop George Cockin Anglican Church, Wetheral Road, Owerri
14. 08/09/19 New Generation Anglican Church, Knights Secretariat, Owerri
15. 08/09/19 Holy Trinity Anglican Church Chapel, Obazu Mbieri
16. 08/09/19 Anglican Church of Divine Favour Umuohia Irete
17. 08/09/19 St. Augustine’s Anglican Chapel, Amaukwu Orodo
18. 08/09/19 Christ Church Chapel Umocha-Ubomiri
19. 08/09/19 Goodnews Anglican Church,Owerre-Nkalu Nworieubi
20. 08/09/19 Christ Church Chapel Umuchilewe Ifakala
21. 08/09/19 Anglican Church Chapel Umunjam Mbieri
22. 28/09/19 New Life in Christ Church, Military Zone Umuelele Irete
23. 13/10/19 Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti Anglican Chapel, Onitsha

Road, Owerri
24. 10/11/19 True Vine Anglican Church Egbeada
25. 08/12/19 St. Michael & All Angels Chapel, Umuebinga Umunweke

Amaulu Mbieri
26. 15/12/19 Holy Trinity Chapel, Oburo, Ifakala
27. 09/02/20 St. Paul’s Chapel, New-Cross Hospital, Road Orji
28. 26/02/20 St. Silas Church Chapel, Amawire Uratta
29. 22/03/20 Victory Anglican Church Aboha Ohii
30. 22/03/20 Bread of Heaven Anglican Church, Igwe/Obi Ohii
31. 22/03/20 St. Bartholomew’s Anglican Church, Eshimeshi Ohii
32. 12/04/20 St. Peter’s Chapel, Igweocha, Alaenyi Ogwa
33. 10/05/20 Emmanuel Church Chapel Area L. New Owerri
34. 31/05/20 Anglican Church of the Pentecost Area Old D. New Owerri
35. 31/05/20 St. Titus Church Chapel Umuoba Uratta
36. 31/05/20 Holy Trinity Church Chapel Obazu Mbieri
37. 31/05/20 Holy Trinity Church Chapel Obazu Mbieri (Umuchoke)
38. 31/05/20 Ascension Anglican Church Umuneke Mbieri
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39. 31/05/20 All Saints Church Chapel Amudam, Awo Mbieri
40. 31/05/20 All Saints Church Chapel Umuduegwo Awo Mbieri
41. 31/05/20 All Saints Church Chapel Umuocha Awo Mbieri
42. 31/05/20 Christ Church Chapel Obilubi Mbieri
43. 31/05/20 St. Michael & All Angels Anglican Church Chapel Umuerem

Ofekata, Orodo
44. 20/09/20 Nazareth Anglican Chapel Obiakabo Ohohia
45. 20/09/20 Beautiful Gate Anglican Church Obeoku Orodo
46. 14/02/21 Anglican Chapel Dimorji Obokwe Mbieri
47. 14/02/21 Anglican Chapel Umudu
48. 31/01/21 St. Philip’s Chapel Choice Area Ohii Orogwe Road
49. 31/01/21 St. Augustine’s Chapel Umuele Amaukwu Orodo
50. 31/01/21 St. Michael & All Angels Chapel Umueze /Umuoma Orodo
51. 31/01/21 All Saints Church Chapel Umuagu Umuguma
52. 31/01/21 All Saints Church Chapel Diamond Estate, Umuguma
53. 31/01/21 All Saints Church Chapel Umunkwo Umuguma
54. 14/02/21 Christ Church Chapel Umuduru Mbieri
55. 21/02/21 St. Mark’s Church Chapel Uba Orogwe
56. 23/02/21 St. Mark’s Church Chapel Umunumo Orogwe
57. 28/02/21 St. John’s Church Chapel Okuku
58. 21/03/21 St. John’s Church Chapel Umuezu, Ndegwu
59. 21/03/21 Anglican Church of the Pentecost, Obabo, Eziama Obiato
60. 04/04/21 St. Matthias Church Chapel Umuike Amakohia Ubi
61. 11/04/21 St. Paul’s Chapel Umunaa/Umuabali Layout, Ubomiri
62. 08/08/21 Anglican Church of the Redeemer, Umuori, Uratta
63. 22/08/21 Emmanuel Church Chapel, Umuehinta, Avu
64. 22/08/21 St. Cyprian’s Chapel, Ihitte, Afara
65. 29/08/21 Anglican Church of the Trinity, Umunjo Extension Irete
66. 05/12/21 Maranatha Anglican Church, Eziome Mbieri
67. 19/12/21 St. Titus Chapel, Umuokirika, Toronto Uratta
68. 13/02/22 St. Andrew’s Chapel, Amaeke, Alaenyi Ogwa
69. 06/02/22 St. Paul’s Chapel, Umunwanyi, Umuguma
70. 06/02/22 St. Paul’s Chapel Umunkwo Extension Umuguma
71. 20/02/22 All Saints Chapel Umuome Umuguma
72. 27/02/22 All Saints Chapel Akanuwu Estate Umuguma
73. 24/04/22 St. Stephen’s Chapel Orji (Orji Secondary School)
74. 01/05/22 St. Paul’s Chapel, Central Ubomiri
75. 01/05/22 Christ Church Chapel Amaorji Oforola
76. 25/05/22 Bethel Anglican Church, Egbeada (Orlu Road)
77. 04/09/22 All Saints Chapel, Akanawu, Umuguma
78. 04/09/22 St. Philip’s Chapel, Green Health Road, Aboha, Ohii
79. 11/09/22 St. Paul’s Chapel, Duruojije, Oburo Umueze Ogwa
80. 25/09/22 St John’s Chapel Umuokire Okuku
81. 25/09/22 St John’s Chapel Mgbolo Okuku
82. 11/09/22 St. Silas Church, Umuduruojije Umueze Ogwa
83. 15/10/22 Holy Trinity Chapel, Oboro, Ifakala
84. 27/11/22 All Saints Chapel Ogbor Osisi (Timber Market) Umuonyeali-Ugo
85. 27/11/22 St. Peter’s Chapel, Mann Street/Uratta Street, Ikenegbu Owerri
86. 04/12/22 St. Cyprian’s Chapel, Afor Amaocha, Afara
87. 30/04/23 St. Paul’s Chapel, Umuchoke/Umuogide Ubomiri
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88. 30/04/23 St. Paul’s Chapel Umuowa Ubomiri
89. 24/04/23 St. Paul’s Chapel, Umudimagu, Ubaha Orodo
90. 16/07/23 Emmanuel Chapel, Lowa, Ogbaku
91. 27/07/23 All Saints Chapel, Uratta
92. 27/08/23 Migrant Anglican Chapel, Port Harcourt Road, New Owerri

A total of Ninety-Two Churches has been planted since our Consecration (16th November, 2018)
and Enthronement (19th November, 2018). We thank God for all our priests and their wives,
evangelists/wives, Individuals and collective participation in church planting and Kingdom
Expansion. You are doing well. Congratulations, please let us do more.

Foundation Stone Laying
06/11/2022 St. John’s Church Ndegwu Parsonage and Church Hall.
13/11/2022 St. James Church Parsonage Ogbaku
28/12/2022 ADJS 3 Bedroom class
29/1/2023 St. Silas Anglican Church Building Oboro Umueze Ogwa
19/2/2023 New Bethel Anglican Church Building Industrial Layout Onitsha Road, Owerri.
05/03/2023 St. John the Beloved Parsonage Ochii Ogwa
05/03/2023 St. James Church Hall Ochi Ogwa
09/04/2023 Anglican Church of Resurrection Vicarage Umudagu Mbieri
10/04/2023 St. Paul’s Church Archdeacon’s House Abazu Ogwa
28/05/2023 St. Thomas Archdeaconry House Eziama Obiato

Naming of Churches
29/01/2023 St. Silas Anglican Church Oboro Umueze Ogwa
19/02/2023 New Bethel Anglican Church Egbeada Industrial Layout, Owerri
28/05/2023 Ascension Anglican Church Umuaghara, Eziama Obiato.
28/05/2023 Anglican Church of the Pentecost, Obabo, Eziama Obiato
06/08/2023 Anglican Church of the Trinity, Ofekata Orodo

Dedication of Projects
The following projects were dedicated during the periods under review.
16/10/2022 St. Paul’s Church AYF Car Wash Umuguma.
30/10/2022 St. John’s the Evangelist Church Office Akwakuma
04/12/2022 New Covenant Church Parsonage Works Layout, Owerri
11/12/2022 St. Stephen’s Amankuta Church Building Extension,
28/12/2022 ADJS Hostel renovated by Sir. & Lady Nnamdi Iroegbu (Udu)
28/12/2022 ADJS Sickbay Built by Late Dr Kingsley Onwuzuruigbo 1988 set.
28/12/2022 ADJS 3- Classroom Block Built by HRH Eze Dr Uche Egenti, MON
29/01/2023 St. Paul’s Church Parsonage Umueze Ogwa
05/02/2023 Basilica of God’s Grace Orodo-Rector’s House
19/02/2023 New Bethel Anglican Church Parsonage Egbeada Industrial Layout
05/02/2023 Christ Church Belfry Oforola
29/04/2023 Anglican Church of Resurrection Umudagu Church Teacher’s House

& Convenience
23/04/2023 St. Peter’s Church Vicarage & School Building Ezioha
27/04/2023 Late Rev. Canon Chris Oparaojiaku’s House.
07/05/2023 Ebenezer Anglican Church Modern Security House Ibeama Ogwa
29/05/2023 – St. Thomas Church Archdeaconry House Eziama Obiato
25/06/2023 Classroom Block of Obazu Community Secondary School, Mbieri built by Rt.
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Hon. Henry Nwawuba.
13/08/2023 Vicarage of Anglican Church of the Pentecost, Owalla, Uratta

Confirmation
Within the period under review, we visited these Parishes for Confirmation to the glory of God.
Our joy is that by the grace of God, these confirmed candidates accepted Jesus Christ as their
Lord and personal Saviour. We pray for their sustenance and growth day by day in Jesus name.
Amen. We commend the effort of the Episcopal Pastoral Team led by the Bishop’s Senior
Chaplain (Special Duties), Rev. Canon Jonah Nwebo, Rev Canon Joseph Igbo (Bishop’s Senior
Chaplain) and Rev Patrick Eze (Bishop’s Chaplain) . They are as follows:

S/N DATE PARISHES/MISSION/ARCHDEACONRY NUMBER
1. 09/10/2022 Obazu Mbieri Parish 47
2. 16/10/2022 Umuguma Parish 43
3. 20/10/2022 Akwakuma Parish 32
4. 13/11/2022 Ogbaku Parish 32
5. 04/12/2022 Our Schools (ADJS), Peace College, Bishop

Lasbrey, Irete
61

6. 29/02/2023 Umueze Ogwa 32
7. 05/02/2023 Orodo Central Rectory 38
8. 19/02/2023 Archbishop Benjamin Nwankiti Parish 37
9. 05/03/2023 Ochi Ogwa Parish 38
10. 08/04/2023 Eziome Mbieri Parish 27
11. 07/04/2023 Umudagu Parish 21
12. 10/04/2023 Abazu Ogwa Parish 24
13. 14/04/2023 Christ Ascension Parish 34
14. 23/04/2023 Ezioha Parish 26
15. 07/05/2023 Ibeama Ogwa Parish 48
16. 23/05/2023 Eziama Obiato Parish 69
17. 11/06/2023 New Covenant Parish 29
18. 06/08/2023 Ofekata Orodo Parish 28
19. 13/08/2023 Owalla Parish 29
20. 10/09/2023 Christ Church, Owerri 140

TOTAL 835

ARMS OF THE CHURCH

Women’s Ministries
The Women’s Ministries by God’s grace are doing well. The women’s two-storey building for
College of Nursing Sciences, Ogwa is almost 80% completion. We pray that our God will touch
men and women of this Diocese and beyond to be veritable instruments in actualizing this
project. We commend the efforts of Mama Owerri, Dr. (Mrs) Chidiebere C. Oparah, the Women
Executive and the entire women of the Diocese. May God continue to use them in Jesus name,
Amen.

Our Women’s Mothers’ Union Conference this year will hold from Thursday 16th to Sunday 19th
November, 2023 at St. Paul’s Church, Umuguma, Umuguma Archdeaconry with the theme:
Transforming the family, church and society through Godly teaching: Teach the right
thing (Titus 2:1).
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Men’s Ministries/AAMA Conference 2023
The 13th Diocesan Anglican Christian Fathers’ Fellowship (ACFF) Conference was held at St.
Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Obazu, Obazu Mbieri Archdeaconry from Thursday 22nd to
Sunday 25th June, 2023 with the Theme: “One Thing Is Remaining: A True Reflection For All
Christian Fathers (Mark 10:21). It was a great Conference of revival and we thank God for the
success of the Conference. The men donated 10.6m towards the building of the Secretariat
Complex during our last Father’s Conference. To God be the glory. Joyfully they continue to
give.

Council of Knights
The Council is doing well under the leadership of Sir Chinweuba Amachi as the President, Sir
Henry Ogojiaku as the Vice President I, Sir Emma Nnawuchi as Vice President II, Sir Godson
Nwanguma as Secretary and Lady Phina Onyekuru as the Lady President. The Council’s
Annual Trooping of Colours was held from Friday 10th to Sunday 12th February, 2023 with the
theme: Pressing Towards the Mark: A Call Unto Discipleship (Phil. 3:13-14). They have
been carrying on with their Business meetings. Their annual harvest was held on Sunday 10th
September, 2023. The Knights are embarking on the Church Building Project for New
Generation Anglican Church located inside the Knights Secretariat. The Lady Auxiliary has
commenced work on their Mega Hall Project. We commend the efforts of our Knights and
Ladies and pray for God’s providence and grace upon them.

Evangelical Fellowship in the Anglican Communion (EFAC)
Our Diocesan EFAC is doing well even at station level as well. The Diocesan EFAC/Owerri Sub-
Zonal Convention was held at St. Andrew’s Anglican Church, Aladinma from 27th to 30th April,
2023 with the theme “The Kingdom Mandate”. The EFAC National Convention was held at Ekiti
Diocese from 21st to 26th August, 2023 with the theme: “The Kingdom Mandate” (Matt. 28:16-20).

Anglican Youth Fellowship (AYF)
The third edition of Joshua Generation International Conference was held at Moshood Abiola
Stadium, Abuja with the Theme: “Understanding the Time (1 Chronicles 12:32) from Monday
10th to Friday 14th April, 2023. Our youth attended in their good number and the trip was
sponsored by the Diocesan. We thank God for the success of the Conference and the hitch-free
journey granted them. We congratulate our dear Primate, Most Rev. Henry Ndukuba on these
worthwhile innovations. The Diocesan AYF Conference for 2023 was held at St. Mark’s Anglican
Church, Amakohia from 3rd to 6th August, 2023 with the theme “Born Identity” (Jer. 1:5). The
AYF National Conference was at Diocese of Okrika from 9th to 11th August, 2023 with the theme:
“Born Identity” (Jer. 1:5). We thank God for their Chaplain Rev Canon Chris Mejuru and
congratulate him on his appointment as the Youth Chaplain.

Anglican Children Ministry (ACM)
This year’s Diocesan ACM Conference was held at St. Mark’s Church, Amakohia from
Wednesday, 2nd to Saturday, 5th August, 2023 with the theme: “Our Church, our children, our
future”. Also, the National Conference was hosted by Nike Diocese, Enugu Province.

NEWS FROM OWERRI ECCLESIASTICAL PROVINCE

Owerri Provincial Episcopal and Council Meetings
We had two Episcopal and Council meetings. The first was held at at Cathedral of
St. Peter, Umuokanne, Diocese of Ohaji/Egbema on the 28th and 29th September,
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2022 with the theme “Watch and Pray” (Mt 26:41). The second was hosted at
Cathedral of Mary Magdalene Oguta, On the Lake Diocese on 3oth March, 2023.
The Episcopal Synod was held within the provincial Bishop’s and wife retreat from
30th to 31st January, 2023 at Goshen Retreat Centre, Owerri.

On 16th and 17th August, 2023, a seminar/workshop was organized for Provincial
Justice, Society and Development Commission (JSDC). Also on 26th September,
2023, we had our Provincial Episcopal meeting at Goshen Anglican Centre,
Owerri and the Provincial Council will be on 19th October, 2023.

Imo Prays Rally
This prayer rally was held on Friday, 18th November, 2022 at Admiral Ndubuisi
Kanu Square, Owerri. This prayer rally is a yearly event and it has now been fixed
to hold every first Saturday in December. The date for this year’s prayer
conference is 2nd December, 2023 at the same venue.

Presentation of Christian Council of Nigeria National (CCN) President
We want to congratulate our Archbishop, Rt Rev Dr David O. C. Onuoha on his election as the
National President of CCN. His presentation as the 21st indigenous National President was done
on Sunday 30th April 2023 at Cathedral of Transfiguration of Our Lord (CATOL) Owerri which
was preceded by 3 days CCN National Retreat. We thank God for the success and also thank
the Primate of All Nigeria, Most Rev Henry Ndukuba for gracing the occasion.

Joint Provincial Council East of The Niger
The Joint Provincial Council meeting was held at All Saints Cathedral Church, Abayi,
Umuocham, Diocese of Aba Ngwa North on Wednesday, 20th July, 2022 with the theme “Feed
my Lambs” presided over by the Most Rev’d Dr. Emmanuel and Dr.(Mrs) Joyce Chukwuma.
We thank the province of Aba and Diocese of Aba Ngwa North for hospitality.

NEWS FROM CHURCH OF NIGERIA

Bishops Retreat
The 2023 Bishops’ annual retreat was jointly held with the Bishops’ wives at the Faith Plaza,
Lagos from January 9 – 13th 2023 with the theme Diligence in serving the only true God (Jn
17:3-4).

Standing Committee Meetings
The period under review witnessed two meeting: The first meeting was held from Monday 12th to
Friday 16th September, 2022 at Cathedral Church of Advent, Life Camp, Gwarimpa and
Matthias House/Basilica of Grace, Gudu, Diocese of Abuja with the theme Your Kingdom
Come, Your Will Be Done (Mt 6:10).
The second meeting was held at Diocese of Kubwa from 13th to 17th February 2023 with the
themeWatch and Pray (Mt 26:40).

Divine Commonwealth Conference (DIVCCON)
DIVCCON is an annual conference of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion). Last year’s
DIVCCON was held from Monday 7th to Friday 11th November, 2022 with the theme “At the
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Name of Jesus” Phil 2:9-11 at National Christian Centre, Abuja. We thank God for the success
of the programme. The 2023 edition will hold from 7th -12th November 2023.

GAFCON IV Conference
The fourth edition of the Global Anglican Future Conference (GAFCON IV) was held in Kigali
Rwanda from 17th to 21st April, 2023 with the theme To whom shall we go? (Jn 6:68). 288
Delegates from Church of Nigeria participated among the 315 Bishops, 456 Clergy and 531
Laity from 52 countries of the world in attendance. We thank God for the journeying mercies
granted for us to be there. The Bishop, Mama Owerri, Bishop Senior Chaplain (Special Duties)
Rev Canon Jonah Nwebo and Ven Onyinyeoma Onyeagocha were in attendance.

Election and Consecration of New Bishops
The following Bishops were elected, consecrated and enthroned within the period under our
review.

(1) Rt. Rev Bein Enwuchola - Diocese of Otukpo
(2) Rt Rev Prince C. Anyiam - Diocese of Isukwuato/Umunneochi
(3) Rt Rev Isaac A. Adeniji - Diocese of Ilaje
(4) Ven. Nixon Enekeme - Niger Delta West Diocese
(5) Very Rev Dr Andrew Adebiyi - Oke-Ogun Diocese

Newly Elected Bishops, Archbishops and Dean Church of Nigeria

1. Venerable Collins Babalola for Ajayi Crowther Diocese
2. Venerable Festus Nwafili for Ndokwa Diocese
3. Venerable Ifedola Okupevi for Lagos Diocese
4. Venerable Ebenezer Saika for Akoko Edo Diocese

The Archbishops-Elects are:

1. The Most Rev’d Dr. Michael Fape of Remo Diocese for Lagos Province
2. The Rt. Rev’d Timothy Yahaya of Kaduna Diocese for Kaduna Province

The Dean-Elect for the Church of Nigeria, Anglican Communion is The Most Rev’d Blessing
Enyindah who is the Archbishop of the Province of Niger Delta and Bishop of Ikwere Diocese.

The consecration of Bishops and presentation of Archbishops and Dean took place on 27th of
August, 2023 at Archbishop Vinning Cathedral, Ikeja, Lagos, Lagos West Diocese.

May God bless their episcopacy in Jesus name, Amen.

Translation
(1) Rt Rev Emmanuel Oko-Jaja of Niger Delt West translated to Niger Delta Diocese
(2) Rt Rev Williams Aladekugbe of Oyo Diocese translated to Ibadan North Diocese
(3) The Rt Rev Andrew Ajayi of Ekiti Kwara Diocese translated to Ekiti Diocese
(4) Rt Rev Cornelius Adagbada of Oke-Ogun Diocese translated to Ekiti West Diocese
(5) Rt Rev Olugbenga Oduntan of Ajaji Crowther Diocese translated to Oyo Diocese
(6) Rt Rev Abiodun Ogunyemi of Zaria Diocese translated to Ekiti Kwara

Celebrations and Joys
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To the glory of God, we received numerous mercies and blessings from God as some of us were
healed from illness, some were promoted, some married, some got appointments, some had
babies. Below are some that we were able to capture

23/10/2022 30th Year Anniversary of the St. Peter’s Church Ikenegbu
26/11/2022 Wedding Anniversary of Sir & Lady Iroka
17/12/2022 Wedding of Ven. & Mrs. Chidi Opara
28/12/2022 80th Birthday of Mrs. Iroegbu Mother of Sir. Nnamdi Iroegbu (Udu)
29/12/2022 25th Year of Mr. & Mrs. Felix Sunny Onyeneke
27/12/2022 Wedding of one of the daughters of Rt. Rev. & Mrs. Emmanuel

Madubuike (Bishop of Ikeduru)
30/12/2022 Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Ifeanyi Ginikanwa Onyeneke
06/01/2023 Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Chibuzor Lambert Ogbaku
08/04//2023 36th Year Anniversary of St. John’s Church New Owerri
11/04/2023 Wedding of Barr. & Mrs. Chigozie Nnabugo
15/04/2023 Wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Chisom Chimezie Emeh
29/04/2023 Wedding of two sons of Sir. Barr. & Lady Justice Obed Anyadike
15/07/2023 Wedding of Mr. Christopher Nna & Miss Adaku Nwachukwu
12/08/2023 Wedding of Mr. Ebubechukwu Christian Okeke and Miss Precious Ndukuba

Our Sorrows
30/12/2022 Burial of Mrs. Achigbu (Mother of Dr. Sir. K I Achigbu Chief Medical Director

Federal University Teaching Hospital Owerri) at St. Paul’s Church Nkwere, Orlu
Diocese

04/01/2023 Burial of Mrs. Malender Onugha at St. Andrew’s Church, Alaenyi Ogwa
17/01/2023 Burial of Ven. Ozioma Ejiekpe’s Mother-in-law at Alor Idemili South

Anambra
09/02/2023 Burial of Dame Alfom Ebere
10/02/2023 Burial of Mrs. Janet Ude at Holy Trinity Church, Obazu
02/03/2023 Burial of Mrs Taiwo Oshodi, the wife of Mr Toyin Oshodi (Bishop’s Secretary).
03/03/2023 Burial of Sir Emmanuel Ofurum at Christ Church Owerri
28/03/2023 Burial of Engr. Sir Chibuzor Oparah, younger brother to Our Lord Bishop at St.

Stephen’s Church Amankuta Mbieri
30/03/2023 Burial of Lolo Theresa Okechi at St. Barnabas Church, Obeakpu Umunoha
12/04/2023 Burial of Mrs. Agnes Obiageri Durueke (Mother of Rev. Canon Ben. Durueke)

at St. Peter’s Church Umunjam Mbieri.
13/04/2023 Burial of Mrs. Charity Duru at St. Philip’s Anglican Church, Ohii
14/04/2023 Burial of Sir. Kingdom Akuruka (Father of Barr. Kelechi akuruka) at St. Stephen’s

Church Amankuta
27/04/2023 Burial of Rev. Canon Chris Oparajiaku at Holy trinity Church, Obazu Mbieri
04/05/2023 Burial of Chief Humphrey Anumdu at Christ Church Obilubi Mbieri
05/05/2023 Burial of Sir. Kenneth Arimanwa at Holy Trinity, Obazu Mbieri
18/05/2023 Burial of Mrs. Lovelyn Okeke (Mother of Bishop BC. Okeke, Bishop of Orlu Bishop)

at All Saints Church, Amaifeke
19/05/2023 Burial of Nathan Chijindu (Ven Paul Nwozuzu’ brother-in-law ) at St Peter’s Church

Agulu, Anambra State.
26/05/2023 Burial of Sir. I.I Ubochi at Christ Church Umuahii Mbieri
16/06/2023 Burial of Dame Dorathy Nsonma Ihedioha (Mother of His Excellency Sir Emeka

Ihedioha) at St. Peter’s Church Mbutu, Diocese of Mbaise.
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29/06/2023 Burial of The Most Rev. Maxwell C. Anikwenwa, former Dean Church of Nigeria
and Archbishop On the Niger Province

07/07/2023 Burial of Late Mrs. Ethel Chinyere Osuagwu (Mother of Rev. Canon Eze Lloyd
Osuagwu)

14/07/2023 Burial of Late Mrs. Diana Nnadi (Mother-in-Law to Rev. Canon Eleazar Okere)
14/07/2023 Burial of Late Mr. Onyekwelibe (brother to Ven. James Onyekwelibe, PhD.)
03/08/2023 Burial of Late Ezinne Euphemia Amaefula (mother of Rev. Canon Innocent

Amaefula)
04/08/2023 Burial of Late Mrs. Roseline Ezeka Odua (Mother-in-law of Ven. Timothy Igbokwe)

Burial of Late Mrs. Grace Ndughe
Burial of Late Davidson Okwara at St. Barnabas Church, Obeakpu, Umunoha

24/08/2023 Burial of Late Mrs. Chijioke Uwandu (Mother of Rev. Simon Uwandu)
07/09/2023 Burial of Late Mrs. Victoria Okebaram (Wife of Rev. Canon Anthony Okebaram)
15/09/2023 Burial of Late Mrs. Mbalisi (Mother of Ven. Ferdinand Mbalisi)
06/10/2023 Burial of Late Mrs. Joy Onwuka (Wife of Ven. Chukwudum Onwuka)

NATION AND STATE
Congratulations Nigeria on your 63rd Independence Anniversary. At 63 our Nation has not done
well. We are still battling with teething problems like corruption, nepotism, tribalism, religiosity,
killings, kidnapping, massive youth unemployment, hunger, problem of shelter, insecurity, cyber-
crime (Yahoo-Yahoo) and leadership crisis among others. Nigeria as a Nation should earnestly
pray for her leadership. Leadership has been a bane in this country. Can we have a true leader
in the midst of generations born under and within corrupted nation? Generations were passing
examinations is by giving bride to the lecturer, a country where the young and upcoming
generations give or pay their way before a traffic officer: police, military etc and before the eyes
of everyone collecting ransom on the road and offices by the way! Nation filled with deceit and
greed. Are these the generation, the generation that will rule/govern their nation? The same
nation that was ruled by their fathers that when you don’t have a god-father or god-mother, as a
graduate in Nigeria will not comfortable get a good job. There are so many many ills in this
nation perpetrated by our leaders both past and present. I am crying for this nation!

We place people in position not because of merit but because the mother is from my place or
she is my nephew’s niece – nepotism, tribalism etc. are contributing in destroying this nation.
Where are the young and future generations that will take the leadership of this nation –
young/vibrant and intelligent youthful politicians, where are you? Old politicians and the same
politicians are still in our system – we need drastic change. Can this nation produce credible
leaders to hold our nation, traditional and church institutions in the years ahead?

When the righteous is on the throne, the people will rejoice! Because the righteous leader does
not think of himself – he is not greedy. We need the righteous in every of our leadership position
– church, universities and other higher institutions, government at all levels in fact, every
position of leadership in life.

The Church seems and it is the last hope of the masses, we must get it right! People of God we
must get it right! For us the best way to defeat Satan is simply telling him that we are Christians.
As Christians, we can get it right. We must teach our children from our different families the core
values expected from us as Christians and citizens of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and
citizens of Imo State Ndigbo! We shall go back to the 10 commandments, if possible reciting it
every morning in our schools and work places, just as we recite the National Anthem and
Pledge.
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We have missed it somewhere as a people and as a nation. We can get it right. We can build
our nation again that generations to come will be proud of us and enjoy their God-given nation.

The President broadcast of 29th May, 2023 on the removal of fuel subsidy has sent so many
families into mourning giving birth to triplets of hardship. Hear it loud and clear – the masses
are suffering and dying, we that are Christian leaders are closer to the people. If it is possible to
revert or show the masses plans that our nation has to alleviate the problems of the masses
please show our nation Nigeria. Subsidy palliative will not stop what we are passing through.
We suggest that we put in place our refineries in a workable condition within a time frame. Why
are we afraid to put Christian leaders in the scheme of what you are doing in this nation!.

Again, consultation is very necessary for all levels of leadership. One thing about leadership is
that most often majority will tell you, my Lord/Your Excellency, Senator, Honourable, you are
right, you are doing it but inwardly you know that what they are saying or advising you are not
correct.

On Niger coup, we advise that the rumours of war we are hearing is not the best option. War is
not usually the first option in a conflict, but the last option. For those of us that are conflict
experts, we must note that all conflicts including wars must be resolved on a round table. Why
not we use this method instead of going to war. In our family conflicts, community conflicts,
state conflicts and national conflicts, political and religious conflicts, the best option in handling
conflicts in contemporary time is Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR); everything should not
end in court. Why not use this method instead of going to war, Leaders please listen to advice –
political leaders, traditional leaders, educational leaders and Christian/Religious leaders. We will
get it right if we consult.

The government of Distinguished Senator Hope Uzodinma has proved in the last four years of
his governance that consultation is good. From time to time he calls meeting of stake holders,
this has helped the State in moving forward. We commend him on good road rehabilitations and
building new roads. His plans for the future of the State are commendable, returning of Alvan
Ikoku Federal College of Education (where I lectured for 14 years and headed departments
before my election as Lord Bishop of this Diocese) to University status and revoking all the land
at Shell Camp to Alvan. The previous government before Governor Hope Uzodinma demolished
about 101 buildings – we don’t know why? So many pensioners and staff of Alvan that were
living there died as a result of that shock.

Let us all put hands together to eradicate insecurity in our dear state. This is a major setback on
all of us. God will help us.

We thank Governor Hope Uzodinma for appointing as his Deputy Lady Chinyere Ekomaru. She
is the wife of our Registrar & Clerk of our beloved Diocese, Sir Chukwuma Ekomaru (SAN). We
salute Prof. Placid Njoku a fine gentleman who served his Oga with dignity and respect and our
dear state with decorum.

We equally call on everyone in this State irrespective of our political affiliations to come out en-
mass and vote wisely come 11th November, 2023. Please let us stop killing and destroying one
another, let us pursue peace. We assure you that we are praying for all of you and our State in
particular. As we build God’s Church with our gifts, let us also build our State and Nation. With
the help of our God we shall rejoice. Amen.

Thank you and God bless.
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SYNOD THEME
EFFECTIVE USE OF YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS FOR SERVICE AND

CHURCH GROWTH. Eph. 4:7-13

INTRODUCTION
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The Lord through the power of the Holy Spirit has endow everyone with the gift of the Spirit
while some have discovered theirs and put them into use; some have discovered and are yet to
put them into use and still others have not discovered theirs. They are not aware that God has
bestowed upon them spiritual gifts which are to be used in the service of the Church and society.
That is why it is imperative that we delve into this theme so that every one of us will be able to
discover that special grace which the Lord has bestowed upon His people and His Church so as
to effectively put them into use for service and edification of the Church of God as the Bible
states that

“But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ
apportioned it. This is why it says; when he ascended
on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to
men” Ephesians 4: 7-8.

In this work, we are going to look at the diversity of gifts which Christ has given to His Church
and what is expected of us as children of God in relation to the gifts we have received.

EXEGESIS Ephesians 4:7-13
The book is Ephesians is the letter written by Paul during his two years imprisonment in Rome
about A.D.60. The letter was probably sent not just to the Church at Ephesus but to all the
Christian Churches near Ephesus. Ephesus was a large important city at that time, so it was a
natural centre for the Christian Churches. One of Paul’s theme in Ephesians is that of unity and
God’s purpose to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head – Jesus
Christ.

Because of this unity, St. Paul wrote, all Christians are one family in Jesus, and they should act
with love towards each other. He gives believers instructions on how to live a life of love. In this
letter, St. Paul also writes about the Church – not a building in a certain place but the Church
that is made up of all Christians who have ever lived – the Church universal; as we draw our
theme from the conduct of the believer(s) with particular reference to the diversity of gifts (Eph.
4:7-16).

In Ephesians 4:1, Paul gave a description of himself as a prisoner for the Lord, and
urgeChristians to live a life that is worthy of their calling. That is a life that represents the image
of Christ in them. The life that is patterned after Christ; which is motivated out of gratitude to
God through Christ. In vs. 2-3, Paul expressly outlines the character of a worthy walk. The
characteristics characters of a worthy walk include humility, gentleness, patience, bearing with
one another in love. This love is very important as nothing good can be done without genuine
love for Christ and one another.

Furthermore, making every effort to keep the unity of the spirit through the bond of peace. This
unity has been created by God through His son Jesus Christ by the outpour of His Holy Spirit.
He is only urging us to maintain this unity even as He prayed in John. 17:11,21. Vs 4-6 gave the
description of the unity of the Church as thus:

“There is one body and one spirit justas you were called to
one hope whenyou were called, one Lord, one faith,
onebaptism, one God and father of all who isover all and
through all and in all Eph.4:4-6
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There is unity because of what we share in common. In Jesus we share one body, one spirit,
one hope of our calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one Father. According to
Enduring Word Bible Commentary, each of these common areas is greater than any potential
difference. John Brown while discipling (vs. 4-6) says that Christians have in common the thing
that matter the most – one body, one spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God and Father of all.

Ephesians 4:7-10 describes the way God works unity through distribution of spiritual gifts to His
Church. These spiritual gifts are the graces which Jesus himself gives to members of the
Church through the Holy Spirit as he wishes (Eph. 4:7, 1Cor 12:4-6) not as one desires (1 Cor.
12:11). No wonder the Bible states

“When he ascended on high,
He led captives in his train
And gave gifts to men” (Eph. 4:8)

St. Paul tells us that in as much as we should do everything we can to keep the unity, that the
Lord made us different and gave each and every one of us different gifts. He uses a quote from
Psalm 68:18 to buttress his point and briefly explain the ascension of Christ, thereby letting us
know that this is One and only Jesus Christ, who came from the Father and returned to the
Father (Eph 4:9-10, Act 1:2, 8-11, Lk 24:51, Jn 16:7).

In verse 11, Paul gets back to his original topic, the gifts that the Lord gives out of His Grace –
the unmerited favour; the beauty of God in motion; which we do not deserve, yet He lavished
that on us.That vs. 11 started with “It was he who gave “. This implies that Jesus Himself
established these offices. They are the work and appointment of Jesus not men. Enduring word
states that pretenders may lay claim to them, but the offices themselves are Divine institution
and not human invention.
Paul in vs. 11-13 states

“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be
prophets, some to be pastors, some to be evangelists, and
some to be pastors and teachers; to prepare God’s people
for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built
up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge
of the son of God and become mature, attaining to the
whole measure of the fullness of Christ (Eph. 4:11-13).

Paul listed the offices/gifts as were given as some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists
and some pastors and teachers. It is worthy to note that these gifts are given at the discretion
of Jesus, working through the Holy Spirit (1Cor. 12:11). The importance of having all the gifts in
operation in any Church body is up to Him who appoints these offices. The purpose of these
gifts is to equip God’s people for the work of ministry (service), so that the body of Christ (the
Church) would be built up expanded and strengthened. It worthy to note that this nourishes
work together to produce strong, mended, fit Christians. Leaders in the Church have the first
responsibility to equip people to serve and to direct their services as God leads.

According to Smith, the primary purpose of the Church is not to only convent sinners to
Christianity, but helps them attain perfection in the ministry and edification of the body of Christ.
This simply implies that God is expecting us to attain perfection so as to be like Jesus. It is
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important to note that all these gifts and offices are for one reason – for the work of ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ. And as the work of God is done, people mature as they gain
knowledge of the son of God and by the knowledge; the unity of the faith grows.

When the people of God attains maturity, the effect will be seen and felt as they will no longer
be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves and blown here and there by every wind of
teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming rather they will
be bold speaking the truth in love and we will all grow in Christ as each and every one of us
does our own work in the body of Christ – who is the head of the Church (14-16). The short and
long of it, is that the Church will grow where there is unity and peace when we all do what we
ought to do rightly, it will bring about growth in the body of Christ.

Our prayer is that our God will keep us in peace and united in Christ, amen.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS
Different persons gave definition of spiritual gifts as something every believer is given when they
receive the gift of Salvation through God’s grace. Yourtango.com defines spiritual gifts as
unique powers given to Christians by the Holy Spirit and in order to fulfill the mission of the
Church.

Wikipedia.org sees that as extraordinary power given by the Holy Spirit which are believed by
followers to be supernatural graces which individual Christians need to fulfill the mission of the
Church, which in a narrowest sense is a theological term for the extraordinary graces given to
individual Christians for the good of others and is distinguished from the graces given for
personal sanctification such as the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit and the fruit of the Holy Spirit.

Douglas J.D (1992) – New Bible Dictionary sees the term spiritual gifts represents the common
rendering in English of the Greek neuter plural noun Charismatic formed from Charizesthai (to
show favour, give freely), which is related to the noun Charis (grace); they are the concrete
expression of Charis, grace coming to visible effect in word or deed. It denotes the extraordinary
gifts of the Holy Spirit, bestowed on Christians for special service as these gifts are distributed
by the Holy Spirit according to his sovereign will (1Cor. 12:11) and an individual believer may
receive one or more of them (1 Cor. 12:8f,14:5,13).

Mintools.com defines spiritual gifts as a special divine empowerment (1Cor. 12:4-6, 1Pet. 4:11),
bestowed on each believer (1Cor 12:7,18; 1Pet. 4:10), by the Holy Spirit (1Cor. 12:7-9,11) to be
used within the context of the body of Christ (1Cor. 12:7, Eph. 4:12, 1 Pet. 4:10) to accomplish a
given ministry God’s way (1Cor. 12:4-6) according to His grace and discernment (Rom. 12:36;
1Pet. 4:10).

Mintools simply put it as a special divine empowerment bestowed on each believer by the Holy
Spirit to accomplish a given ministry, God’s way according to His grace and discernment to be
used within the context of the body of Christ from all the definitions, one thing is certain, that
spiritual gifts are grace not merited, given according to divine will through the empowerment of
the Holy Spirit to be used for the services within the body of Christ (the Church) and it is
different from natural talents.

LIST OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS
The list of spiritual gifts according to Pauline Epistles: Romans 12, Corinthians 12 and
Ephesians 4 as follow:
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There are many arguments as to how many spiritual gifts God granted to His Church. New
Bible Dictionary Donald (1992) stated that the list of charismata in the New Testament (Rom
12:6-8), 1 Cor 12:4-11, 28-30, Eph 4:7-12) are clearly incomplete.

According to Wikipedia, the New Testament contains several lists of spiritual gifts, most in the
Pauline epistles. While each list if unique, there is overlap. The book of Romans 12:6-8 outlies
seven spiritual gifts: Prophesy, Service/Ministry, Teaching, Encouraging (Exhortation),
contributing to the need of others (Giving), Leadership and showing Mercy.

1 Cor 12:8-10 outlines nine gifts – the word of wisdom, word of knowledge, faith, working of
miracles, prophesy, discerning of spirits, different kinds of tongues, and the interpretation of
tongues.

1 Cor 12:28-30 outlines eight gifts – Apostles, Prophets, Teachers, Workers of Miracles, kinds of
healing, helps, Administration and speaking in different tongues.

Ephesians 4:11 outlines four spiritual gifts – Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, and Pastors and
Teachers.

Some scholars have argued that Ephesians 4:11 are five-fold gifts while others said, it is four-
fold gifts. Looking critically at Ephesians 4:11; one would agree that it is four-fold gifts as

“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets,
some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers.

Nevertheless, our focus is not really on the argument as to how many spiritual gifts were given
to the Church, that is the exact number of spiritual gifts as it was generally acknowledged that
Paul did not list all the gifts of the Spirit and many believed that there are as many gifts as there
are needs in the body of Christ. These gifts have been grouped into district categories based on
their similarities. But our concern now is not on the categories but on the description of each gift
as listed by Pauline four major passages: Rom 12:6-8, 1 Cor 12:8-10, 1 Cor 12:28-30 and Eph
4:11. Explanation will be given to spiritual gifts of Eph 4:11 which is our anchor text.

Apostle – The title Apostle comes from the Greek word apostolos which means “a messenger,
one sent forth with orders”. It refers to one who has been delegated authority by another in a
foreign land. Apostles were first leaders of the Church; commissioned by Jesus to initiate and
direct the preaching of the gospel. While many Christians agree that the title of apostle is
reserved for those among the first generation of Christians, many continue to recognize a
continuing apostolic ministry. Many churches also believe in apostolic succession like ours – the
Anglican Church. Also, Oparah strongly believes that Apostles are special hence they have all
the gifts St. Paul listed in Ephesians 4:11.

Wikipedia states that the office of Apostle should not be mistaken with the spiritual gift of
apostleship. That the office of Apostle was held by a limited number of men chosen by Jesus,
including the twelve disciples (Mk 3:13-19) and Paul (Rom 1:1). The contemporary scholars of
today know that the requirement for the office of Apostle includes being a faithful eyewitness of
Jesus’ ministry and His resurrection (Acts 1:21-22), 1 Cor 8:1) and being called by Jesus
Himself (Gal 1:1). The Apostles were given authority by Jesus to do many different things to
establish the Church, including writing Scripture and performing miracles (Jn 14:26, 2 Pet 3:15-
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16, 2 Cor 12:12). Further stated is that there is no one that holds the office of Apostle today, but
the gift of apostleship continues (source, Wikipedia). They represent a distinct category of
apostles – They do not have the authority to write Scripture as the original Apostles did; they
also have a different purpose in the sense of establishing the Church – which the foundation has
already been set.

The mission for those with the gift of apostleship today is to plant churches, go into places
where the Gospel is not preached, reach across cultures to establish churches in challenging
environments, raise up and develop leaders, call out and lead pastors, shepherds and teachers.
They often have many different or diverse gifts that allow them to fulfil their ministry. These are
leaders of leaders and minister of ministers. They are influencers. They are entrepreneurial and
are able to take risk and perform difficult tasks. Missionaries, church planters, certain Christian
scholars and institutional leaders and those leading multiple ministries or churches often have
the gifts of apostleship.

Prophet – In New Testament, the office of prophet is to equip the saints for the work of service
through exhortation, edification and consolation. The prophet’s gift is prophecy. Prophecy is
reporting something that God spontaneously brings to your mind (Grudem, 1996). The Greek
word translated “prophesying” or “prophesy” in 1 Cor 12:10 and Rom 12:6 properly means to
‘speak forth’ or declare the divine will, to interpret the purposes of God, or to make known in any
way the truth of God which is designed to influence people. (1 Cor 14:3-4).

ORBC family states that many people misunderstand the gift of prophesy to be the ability to
predict the future; although knowing something about the future may sometimes have been an
aspect of the gift of prophecy, it was primarily a gift of proclamation (“forth telling”), not
prediction (“fore-telling”). The spiritual gift of prophesy must be tested ( 1Cor 14:29-33, 1 Thess
5:20-22, 1 Jn 4:1-3).

The Greek word for the gift of prophecy is propheteia, which is the ability to receive a divinely
inspired message and deliver it to others in the Church. The message can be exhortation,
correction, disclosure of secret sins, prediction of future events, comfort, inspiration, or other
revelations given to equip and edify the body of Christ (1 Cor 14:3-4, 24-25). They are not
authoritative word of God rather human interpretation of the revelation that was received. They
are spoken in human words through a human mind. That is why they must be tested against the
scriptures (1 Thess 5:20-21).

The gift of prophesy is given to some believers by the Holy Spirit to make God’s heart known
and to edify the Church. This gift of prophesy is for the benefit of both the believers and
unbelievers and is a sign that God is truly among His Church (1 Cor 14:22-25). The believers
with this gift are sensitive to both the prompting of the Holy Spirit and the needs of the Church.
They should be humble and continually study the Scriptures in order to test the revelations
before speaking them. When they do speak, they should allow and even expect others to weigh
what is said against Scriptures and interpret the message accordingly; by so doing, the Church
may be continuously built up together in unity (1 Cor 14:4, 26).

Evangelist – An evangelist is one who devotes himself to preaching the gospel. In the New
Testament, evangelists preached from city to city, village to village, church to church. Although
all Christians are called to evangelise and reach out to the lost with the Gospel (Mt 28:18-20),
yet some are given an extra measure of faith and effectiveness in the area of evangelism. The
spiritual gift of evangelism is found in Ephesians 4:11-12.
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The Greek word for evangelists is evaggelistes, which means “one who brings good news”. This
word is only found two other places in the New Testament: Acts 21:8 and 2 Timothy 4:5.

Evangelists are given the unique ability by the Holy Spirit to clearly and effectively communicate
the gospel of Jesus Christ to others. They are burdened for the lost and will go all out to share
the truth with them. The gift allows them to communicate with all types of people and they
receive a greater response to the message of salvation through Jesus Christ. They are always
seeking for those that do not know Jesus and are open to the leading of the Holy Spirit to
approach different people. They love giving free treasure away for Jesus (2 Cor 4:7) and it
brings them great joy knowing that the feet that bring good news are beautiful to those who
believe (Isa 52:7).

Pastor and Teacher – the spiritual gift of pastor (shepherd) is one that carries many
responsibilities. It is closely related to the spiritual gifts of leadership and teaching. The Greek
word for pastor is poimen which means shepherd or overseer. Shepherd in the Biblical context
had several responsibilities to their sheep and ultimately to the owner of the sheep. They
lookout for predators and protect the sheep from attackers. They cared for wounded and sick
sheep, nursing them back to health. They rescued them if they became lost or trapped. They
spent time with them guiding them to the places of nourishment and rest (pasture). There is a
trust and relationship that made the sheep to keep following the shepherd. The sheep are
attuned to the voice of the shepherd that if they mixed up with another herd, at the call of the
shepherd, they would separate and follow him (Jn 10:2-5).

Pastors are called shepherds because their calling and gifting are much like those who care for
sheep. They are called and gifted to care for the spiritual well-being of a local body of Christ.
Pastors are first and foremost servants (Mt 18:4). They are servants of God and servants of His
bride, the Church. They are endow with different abilities by grace that allows them to serve the
needs of an entire community and church.

The goal of the pastor is to reveal the glory of God in Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit to a
people who need God’s grace for life. The primary way the Pastor will do this is by teaching the
word of God to the Church. The gift of pastor is directly linked to the gift of teaching in
Ephesians 4:11 and elsewhere. This gift could be called the gift of pastor-teacher. The ability to
teach the Scriptures is one of the many requirements of being an overseer (1 Tim 3:1-7), Tit 1:6-
9). By teaching the Scriptures to the church, the pastor feeds the “sheep of God” (Jn 21:15-17).

The Holy Spirit gives the Spiritual gift of pastor to some in the Church to humbly teach, guide,
protect and lead the Church into the mission that God has for His Church – the Great
Commission (Mt 28:19-20). The pastor loves the gospel of Jesus Christ and puts it at the centre
of his life and ministry. He does not seek fame or recognition for themselves; rather the Holy
Spirit places them at the position of authority. The pastor’s role is one of humility and service as
he is reminded daily of his overwhelming need of God’s grace for the task at hand as it is not of
him that runs but of God that shows mercy. Eph 4:11, Jer3:15, Act 20:28.

The writer argues that one can be a teacher without being a pastor but that one cannot be a
pastor without being a teacher. He asserts the thoughts of St. Paul on that.

Effective Use of Your Spiritual Gifts For Church Growth and Service
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It is imperative that for one to use his spiritual gifts, the person must have discovered his
spiritual gifts. The fact remains that our God through Jesus Christ and by extension the Holy
Spirit has given spiritual gifts to all men (Eph. 4:7, 1 Cor. 12:4-7).The question is, have you
discovered yours? The gifts are just by grace not by human abilities. These spiritual gifts can be
grouped into three kinds. They are

 Minister
ial gifts

 Manifes
tation gifts

 Motivati
onal gifts.
Believers have and precise these gifts in various ways directly or indirectly.

 Ephesi
ans4:11 outline the ministerial gifts. Not everyone is called to the ministry (Danielle Bernock)
but 1 Cor. 12:28 adds gifts for helping; therefore beyond the 4 fold/5 folds Ministerial gifts of
Ephesians 4:11. They are

 Apostle
s

 Prophet
s

 Evange
lists

 Pastors
 Teache

rs& Helpers

The ministerial gifts are the way God works with what believers do to serve others and meet
their needs. It is how we minister the love, grace and truth of God to others.

There are also spiritual gifts of manifestation. These gifts are how God works through us
bringing Joy and Fruitfulness. It is the supernatural demonstration of the Holy Spirit’s power to
serve others as well as minister to ourselves (1Cor 12:7-11) they include:

 Messag
e of wisdom

 Messag
e of knowledge

 Faith
 Healing
 Miracul

ous powers
 Prophe

cy
 Disting

uishing between gifts (discernment)
 Speaki

ng in different kinds of tongues & Interpretation of tongue.

The third group is motivational. The motivational gifts are how the spirit of God moves through
us motivating our words and actions. (Rom 12:6-8). These include:
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 Prophe
sying

 Serving
 Teachin

g
 Encour

aging
 Giving
 Leading

and Showing Mercy.

The spiritual gifts are given as God wills; not man. All these gifts are important but no one is
more important than the other. No wonder Danielle Bernock states that all these gifts are
wonderful and have a place; some may sound more important than others, but that is not true. It
is simply just our ego getting in the way. This statement can be affirmed with what 1 Cor 12:14-
26 simply portrays that all is important; none can be done without. The most important thing is
for you to discover your gift and apply same to God’s glory and honour, for the edification of the
body of Christ and for encouragement to one another. When all our different gifts are put to use
in the body of Christ, the Church will continue to match on and God will be glorified while the
people will go on to experience the love and favour of God by so doing the body of Christ
continues to add both in number and strength (Act 4 4:8-16,21;5:12-16) and that will equally
influence the society positively.

It is worthy to note that the Bible says we should desire the best gifts (NTL) or greeter gifts (NIV)
or greatest and best gifts (AMP). This implies that it is only one gift that is greatest and best
which St. Paul in 1 Cor. 12:31, encourages us all to desire; thus

“But earnestly desire the best gifts.
And yet I show you a more (most)
Excellent way” 1 Cor. 12:31.

Some scholars have said that love is the greatest gift which St. Paul is referring to in 1 Cor 12:1
while others believe that St. Paul is referring to love as an excellent way, as love is a way to
follow; an attribute that every believer should have in order to exercise his/her spiritual gift(s). so
be it as it may, whether love is seen as a spiritual gift or a way to follow; the most important
thing is that love is needed in every believer’s life in order to exercise the spiritual gift(s)
because God is love and has expressed His love for mankind in His Son Jesus Christ which we
ought to reciprocate in one another (1 Jn 4:7-11).

St. Paul eagerly expressed the most excellent gifts which one should eagerly desire; which all
without exemption should possess among all spiritual gifts which is love as he expressed in 1
Corinthians 13:1 as follows:

“If I speak in the tongues of men
And of angels, but have not love,
I am only a resounding gong or
A dangling cymbal”.

This gift of love is so important in the life of every believer because it is this love that caused
Jesus to die for our sins. This love of God through Jesus is all we need for us to be able to
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effectively exercise our spiritual gifts as without love you will never be compelled to exercise
your spiritual gifts for your dying enemy. So, desire that greatest gift today, so that it will be well
with you and the Church. Note that without this love, the Church cannot be in unity, there will be
no progress and the body of Christ will not survive. This love is expressed in Ephesians by St.
Paul as the love of Christ to the Church that made Christ to give Himself for the Church to make
her holy, cleansing by the washing with water through the world and to present her to Himself as
a radiant Church, without stain or wrinkles or any other blemish but holy and blameless.
(Ephesians 5:25-27).

This is the greatest gift to mankind; and that is what believers should aspire at all times to have.
“And now these three remain:
Faith,Hope and love; but the
greatest of these is love”.

My dear people of God; always desire the greatest gift-love, develop and fan your spiritual gifts.
We should be careful in the exercise of our spiritual gifts as the gifts of the Lord adds no sorrow
and does not bring confusion. We must be careful also because every reality has a counterfeit.
The Lord has given his spiritual gifts to His Church for edification of the Church, but we do not
lose sight that there are counterfeit of these spiritual gifts which are not from God rather men
have manufactured them/crooked them just to satisfy their evil/selfish desires and gain – for
instance Simon the sorcerer. The owner of the girl with spirit of divination – just simply because
the owners are using her for selfish gain of making unlawful money.

There are other category which are false teachers – that teaches what they feel that suit them,
by so doing they satisfy the evil desire of either money, fame or wealth. They go about teaching
heresies and saying the Lord said/command, when the Lord has not spoken. There are other
that prophesy on their own power/strength and even say that the Lord has spoken, when the
Lord has not spoken. These are false teachers, false prophets or false miracle workers. They
have led so many astray and have destroyed so many families. No wonder St. Paul state that
we must test every spirit (1 Jn 4:1-3) to know if it is from God. but our prayer is that our God
should give us the spirit of wisdom and also discernment to be able to differentiate between
what man is saying from actually what God is saying. When such evil exist in the Church or in
families, the Church/family will be in disarray, and can never bring about growth
(spiritual/physical) rather confusion, division, separation in churches, families and the society at
large.

We must be very careful about things that can hinder the manifestation of spiritual gifts in a
person’s life and even in the life of the Church, which can be summarised as in the following
passages: Gal 5:17-21, Col 3:5-9, Rom 6, Rom 1:18, 2 Tim 2:16-21; 3:1-17; Rom 6:1. It is very
essential that all must do away with sin of any form for the Church to express the move of the
Holy Spirit and by extension the manifestation of our spiritual gifts. For us to be effective in the
exercise of our spiritual gift.

We must die daily to sin and be made alive unto righteousness in Christ (Rom 6:6-11) so that
we will no longer conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of our
minds so as to present our bodies as living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God.

Implications of the Theme

1. Everybody has spiritual gifts, your spiritual gifts may not necessary be one gift.
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2. For you to use your spiritual gift, you must have discovered your own gift as you can only
operate effectively with your gift.

3. The spiritual gifts must be used wisely in the Church/body of Christ in order not to bring
disunity in the body of Christ.

4. The judicious exercise of our spiritual gifts helps us to be earthly relevant and heavenly
conscious.

5. In exercising our spiritual gifts, we should only exercise the gifts God has given us and not
to copy or imitate another person as every individual is unique and has been given his/her
own gifts.

6. Your spiritual gifts can only be revealed to you when you have accepted Jesus as your
personal Lord and saviour.

7. We must beware of false prophets, false teachers, false miracle workers and everything
false so that we will not be deceived or ruined.

8. Not every gift is from God and as such not every exercised spiritual gift is given through the
power of the Holy Spirit; therefore test every spirit.

9. Spiritual gifts have been giving for edification of the Church and our service to the Church
and one another and not for destruction.

10. Every gift is important to the Church; none is more important than the other.
11. Love is the greatest gift of God to mankind and as such we ought to reciprocate the gift of

God to the Church and one another.
12. Salvation is the basic step for discovering and receiving our spiritual gifts.
13. One of the blessings of God through His Son Jesus Christ has given to His Church and to

us as individual is the gift of the Holy Spirit which quickens/enables the
outpouring/manifestation of our spiritual gifts.

14. Our spiritual gifts can be quickened by the knowledge of the word of God; which enables
our growth in the knowledge of God.

15. Identify your spiritual gifts and effectively utilize your gifts for the service of the Church and
humanity.

16. Every individual is unique before God and has been given his/her own gifts therefore, do
not mimic/imitate another person’s gift; only exercise your own gift (Acts. 19:15-16). This
implies that the gift of spiritual gifts is personalized/individualized.

17. No carnal man can please God; therefore you need Christ the salvation of Christ and His
ability to be able to exercise gifts (John. 15:5).

18. Spiritual gifts are given as God wills and not according to natural abilities.
19. The supreme purpose of every spiritual gift is to God’s glory and not to man’s glory.
20. You can only minister the gift you have received; you can’t give what you do not have –

therefore there should be no pretence.
21. God can withdraw His gifts from unwilling person who do not want to put it into use (Mt.

25:28). And we must be careful because we must give account of our spiritual gifts as well
as our lives.

Conclusion
Spiritual gifts have been given by Christ to His Church; as such every one’s gift is needed in
the service of His Church and God’s people. It is paramount that we know that all these gifts
are from one source given to His own people for perfecting of the saints; for the work of the
ministry and for the edification of the body of Christ (Corinthians 12:11, Ephesians 4:7).
Therefore, discover your gifts and wisely put it into rightful use. Our God is no respecter of
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any person; those that hide theirs or refuse to use it, God can still withdraw the gifts and give
to willing souls that are ready and eager to do the work of ministry and service unto God.

Thank you for listening.

Your brother, friend and Bishop

+Chukwuma Owerri
Synod 2023
Trinity 15, 2022.
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